
Life North Omaha Bottoms Where Christmas Never Comes
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TTPICATj HOVEL. IN NORTH BOTTOMS.

kITH many thouaanfls of homes In only a few boxca, a poor ttva an4 a bed.
Omaha where the Christmas that Is frequently only an old mattress of
aplrit Talrly permeates the at-- (B hay tick on the floor, and to make m at-

mosphere; where for weeks past ters worse, thlrgrs are not even clean. To
the preparation for this day of call these homes Is a misnomer. If that

all the days of the year has been para-- word Is supposed to Imply anything beyond
mount to everything else with the smugr-- the mere sleeplnx and eating place. And
Kilns In of mysterious looking bundles and yet these habitations are the only homes
certain stowaway places forbidden to the that scores of families know and into them
children; with the kitchen saturated every each year are coining little lives that must
night after echool with all sorts of de- - form their standards from these surround- -
llclous odors that the utmost diligence fails lngs and in turn perpetuate them through,
to reveal any explanation of and the whole another generation. But they are not all
house fairly teeming with delightful mys- - like this. Some of the very smallest and
tery that nobody has really wanted ex- - poorest are clpan and even inviting, from
plained. It Is difficult to realize that there the clean scrubbed doorstep to the newspa- -
are also scores of other homes within the per covored walls and the row of bright
city's limits where on Tuesday, December plants In cans that make a cheerful show
25, will be no different from any other tng at the windows. Several days of each
day of the yeai-whe- re Christmas never week the yards of these little homes, for
com oe, these are usually homes, are hung with

washings, other people's clothing, that tells
Hemes Im North Bettoias. the story of some mother's struggle. This

tip on the north river bottoms over the year several tents have been added to the
dge of the bluff that screens It from the colony. Some of these are large and warm,

view of the residence portion of the city, with three or four rooms. This covering has
skirting Cut-O- ff lake and extending down been oiled to better shed the water, and a
the river among the Ice houses and railroad bank thrown up' around the sides, at once
tracks and bidden back In the bank among hutflnc out the cold and forming a ditch
the weeds aW rubbish that covers the
ftlopuig face of the bluff, a district about
two mllrs lonr and including about 1,009
people, is such a place. To be sure it Is
not all a wilderness; there are some bright

pots tn the way of comfortable, frugal
homes that have tarried behind in the
general exodus of the more prosperous
population that made room for the en-
croaching railroad tracks, but In the main
the district Is miserably poor poor In the
fullest, most Inclusive sense of the terra.
Eunshine Is Its one harmony, sunshine and
fresh air. but the latter Is polluted and
the beneficent effects of the former ma-
terially diminished by pools of g.

stagnant water that occur at frequent
Intervals over the flat territory backed up
by tho track beds or the established street
grades and frequently seeping Into the
very rooms of the wretched little shacks
that are the homes of dozens of families.
60 poor are some of these little habita-
tions that they might easily be mistaken
for shelter for cattle or horses rather
than dwellings, and. In fact, In some In-
stances they do serve as shelter for both.
The naJority of them are constructed from
odds and ends of lumber, discarded tin
roofing and patches of whatever may be
picked up along the tracks or extracted
from the junk' piles, with now and then a
covering .of building or tar paper and oc-
casionally a cheap little frame house or
tent. Others are little more than caves.
In the bluff with a shack built over the
front dugouts that at least have the

of being warm when the winter
wind sweeps down the river and across
the bottoms, but when the weather Is wet
the poorer ones are little more than
hovels.
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Christmas Sentiments of Household
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STAGNANT POOLS MENACE.

called upon nothing other Influences from whloh
will bring the parents their duty. they cannot reclaimed. To win them

and hold them until they are secured to
'W ork torches. uch influences as will serve to guide until

Repeated efforts have been made va-- they may have attained safe standards of
rlous churches attract is the work of missionary which
Knox Presbyterian church having been lB attractive and so It

the most while the rector Bucn thsnkless work, its la
of Good Shepherd's Episcopal church has freQUenUy the Ingratitude that
been an untiring rendering substan- - mxlrt fee forgiven, because, "they
tlal assistance many families In distress, vBOW what they With no
as as the juvenile court when ,tandards except those of gain, for
Interested friend is stand sponsor tnelr very has depended
for some of the young people have thelr to hold their own against
come under Its Jurisdiction. the main, jj, tnolr own an(1 th- - oppression of

is the City at Tenth circumstances, thejj be taught new
and Capitol avenue that has reached the standards. "Do nnto do unto
residents of district Magee's too," Is literally the rule which many
Mission" they call It. for, with few ex- - hav. n taught live, and little
cepUons, children parents alike know ohlldren many time hopelessly

little who has for years bardvned they afford
her life to work among them, coming nuUorlaL Naturally Thanksgiving
their in times of sickness trouble honda time affords the best opportunity
and helping the boys and through tho the year for attracting these children.
Mission classes, many of the mothers Qoodles such as they have seen In the
through the Mothers' club. With Endows, and perhaps a toy, are to be
born of sincerity, has awajr to all who the
among them, their confidence and or Sunday school olassea, thlg
then their friendship, and finally their the inducement to Join.
presence at the Mission
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The Holly Tree.
O hast thou ever stood to see

The holly trse!
The eye that contemplate It well pre-oelv- ee

Its glossy leaves
Ordered by an Intelligence so wise

As might confound tne artists' aophls-tria- a

And should my youth, as youth la apt
I know.

Home harshness show
All vain asperities I, day by day.

Would wr away
Till the smooth temper of my age should

be
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