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Life in the North Omaha Bottoms Where Christmas Never Comes

TYPICAL HOVEL IN NORTH BOTTOMB

Omaha where the Christmas
spirit falrly permestes the at-
mosphere: where for weekn past
the nroparstion for this duy of
®ll the daym of the year has been pura-
mount to everything alsm with the smug-
gling in of mysterious looking bundles and
certaln stowawny places forbldden to the
children; with the kitchen satursted every
night after schoo! with all sorts of de-
liclous odors that the utmost diligancs falls
to reveal any explanation of and the whole
house fairly teeming with dellghtful mys-
tery that nobody has really wnnted ex-
piained. It 1s difMicult to realize that thare
are also scores of other homes within the
oity's Hmita where on Tuesday, Decamber
3, will be no different from any other
day of the year~whers Christmas nevar
comom.

m ITH many thousands of hetmes in

——
Homes in North Hettoms

Up on the morth river bottoms owver the
odgo of the bluff that screeny it from the
view of the residence portion of the clty,
sldriing Cut-Off lake and extending down
thes river among the {oe houses and railroad
tracks and hidden back In the bank among
the weods dnd rubbish that covers the
woplag face of the bluff, a district about
two miles long and Ineluding about 1,000
people, i such & place. To be sure It In
not all o wilderness; there nre some bright
#pots tn the way of comforixble, fruygal
hoames that have tarried behind fn the
meneral exodus of the more prosperous
population that made room for the an-
oroaching rallroad tracks, but in the maln
the distriet Is mlserably poor—poor in the
fullost, most inclusive sense of the term.
Sunshine s its one harmony, sunghine and
fresh alr, but the Ilatter I8 polluted and
the beneflcent effects of the former ma-
terially diminished Ly pools of foul-amell-
Ing. stagnant water that occur at frequent
fatervala over the flat territory baoked wup
by the tranck beids or the estublished street
grudes and frequently seeping into the
wery rooms of the wreiched little sahacks
that are the homes of dozens of familles
Bo poor are some of thess little habita-
tions that they might easily be mistaken
far shelter for catile or horses rathee
than dwellings, and, In fact, In somo ine
stances they do serve ns shelier for both.
The majority of them are constructed from
odds and ends of lumber, discarded tin
roofing und patches of whatever may be
picked up along the tracks or extracted
from the junk plies, with now and then a
covering of bullding or tar paper and ooe
aeasionally a cheap lHttle frame house oe
tent, Others wre Uttle more than caves
iIn the biuff with a shack bullt over the
front—dugouts—that at least have the ad-
vantage of being warm when the winter
wind sweepa down the river and acroes
the bottoms, but when the weather s wet
the poorer obms are Uttle more than
hovels.

fnside the Same,

And inside those houses are little betier
than théy are outsids. Few have more
than two or thres rooms and many have
soly the cold hard<rodden sarth for a
floor, with perhaps a few bhourds or old
smoka or & wirlp of old carpst for covering.
The furniture is of the crudest—somotimes

anly & few boxes, & poet slove and & bed,
that is frequently only an old matiress of
@ hay tiok on the floor, and to make mat-
ters worse, things are not aven clean. To
all thess homes I8 o misnomer, If that
ward s supposed to Imply anything beyond
the mere sleeplug and eating place. And
yvot these habitations are the only homes
that scoges of fanllien know and Into them
sach yeur are comning littie Hyves that must
form their standards fromn thess surround-
Ings and In turpn perpeluste them through
another gecerstion. Bul they are not all
ke this, Bome of the very snallest and
poorest are cleen and even inviting, from
the clenn scrubbed doorsiep Lo Uhe newspi-
per covared walls and the row of beight
plants In cans that maks & choerful shows
fng At the windows Bevarul days of each
weoeok the yards of these litile homes, for
these are usually homes, are hung with
yashings, other people's clothing, that tolls
the story of some mother's struggle. This
ysar several tents bave been wdded to the
oolony, Same of these are lnvgs and warm,
with threa or four rooms. This covering has
boen olled to better abed the water, and &
bank thrown up around the stdss, at onoe
shutfing out the cold and formlag a dilch
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BLHE NEVER HEARD OF BANTA CLAUS

TENT DWHELLINGS ATLSO SPRING TP

tha! prevenis the water coming in. These
fonts will be the winter quarters of peveral
familles that includes little children and
aged parents

Tha water suppiy 18 precarious The ity
water is not piped to these neighborhoods,
and esxcop!d whers an ocousional wall of
pecessarily doubtful equally affords the
supply, walsr mnust be osrviad from some
of the fTastory bulldings or shops or dipped
from the lake, river or from some of the
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Ohristmas Sentiments of the Household

Jest 'Fere Christmas.
m{u calls me Willlam, sistes

Mother calls mea Willis, but the follers
calls me Bifl!

W'Iy glad 1 aln't a girl-ruther be & boy,
hout them hen, curls an' lil.lr\,.n
that's worn by umhmy.

Love to chawnl f"ﬂ applos an' go awlm.
min’ in the Ia

Hato to take the castor-tie they give me
for bellyache!

Mot all the llrlw the whols year round
‘uthtn n.}n t nohsulu on l;n- 5
t t "fore C trmas 1I'm as good as

I.f':.'b.!

calla me

Got .: yellor dog named Eport. wick him on

ot
l"llﬂ thln.h:he lwu'u she doesn't know
where ®
Got a clipper -hd. an’ when us kids gocs
out to plide,
OO a8 |.l.|.c ETocery eirt an' we all

hook a ride

But m:eltmu when the grocery man In
worried an' cross

He reachoa st us with his whip an' larmaps

up his hoss
An' then [ laft an' heller. "Oh, e never
ucl:.d me!"

Put t 'fore Christinas I'mi us good as I
kg.ln- '

Omn'ma says she hoepes (hat when I get to

be & mahb
I‘NB:. misslonarar like her oldest Brother,
M.
As wus et u? by the cannibuls that live In
Ceylon's
Whrre “.:5 mk plesser, an' anly
man s

But m“?‘n whe has never been to a wild

Nor read Llrh.l’llo of Danlel Boone, or slse
l

That Bu:' ﬂli ul' cowboys 8 good

Exoep’ ﬂ‘ “hoe Chittotmias, whes 3* good
= th b -

And then l,.ﬂ be hangs und 1.

e “-’31 .uym’ "’;WM: .:h.
n&urul.lfua
down 21 ber perch an'

- Wwe smamies of haen that weed 0

make things hum,
But 1T am w0 perlite an'
bis
That mother says to father:
proved our Willle ia!"

tend so earnestly to

“"How Im-

But father, havin' boen & boy hisself, sus-
plcions me

When, jest ‘fore Christmas, ' &8 good as
I kin be,

For Christmas, with (ts lots an’ lots of ean-
dles, cakes an' toys,

Was made, they say. for proper kids an'
oot for llluf Ly bu N
, wusah yer nn bruah ¥or hair an’
mind yer p's and q'a,

And don't bust out yer pantaloons and
don't weasr out yer shoes

Say “"Yessum' to the ladies an' "Yessur'
to the men,

An' when they's company dont pass yee

plate for ple aguln:
But, thinkin' of the things Jor'd like to see

dpan thal tree,
Juesi ‘fore Christman be a® good s yer
kin be. — Euge¢ne Flold.
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Seerets of the Neasow.
1 wandar to the closet where
I keep my beasr ct‘nrn and wine,
When wifey crion: “Btay out of there,
The (hinge within it all are mine*

Unto the Ubrary ! wend
My way o rest. to think. to read;
When wiley cries: “You will offend
Me if you gu In there. indeed ™

Tha uup-u Fuest chamber Is just
The pisce to wit and weave my soug;
When wiley cries; “Ol, 5o, yoau must
Not go whers you do not belong.”

-‘r or In the rear

l.l qu.ltﬁ elend for m{ dreams;

When wifey ories: “Not there my
Tou like w0 poke srvund, [t setins.'

The eellar!
lgtmd

nidden down beiow,

sbooed at howe
my wife has hidden =t
\u presents. Heoce

gloom!
i would be less "
Seymawr Keller tn New York San.

I at last have found
myne Byt

pools Boattered (ndiscriminately omong

tho houses and with such disregard for sune-

Itatlon as can result only from lgnorance,

are stables or plgpens, while dogs, chickens,

geese and chilldren sesn common Lo all
How the Other Malf Lives.

Why do peopls live T Why are such
conditions allowed to exist? Poverty—man-
tal, moral and material, and a local dlergy-
man who knows the city wall fromn his own
fashlonuble congregation to the lema for-
tunate residents of the sast end of town
has sdded to this snswer: "Belflahnesa on
the part of thote who are amply uble Lo
help."

The fact thatl these houses may be had
for only a few doliars a month and that
Omaha s deplormbly destitule of com-
fortable small houses within the reach of
the poor fs parhaps the first altraction to
this disirict, but & few months of thin-en-

vironment unites these nelghbors Il the
bond of & common level and those who
were only renters originally add another

little shack to the oolghy, thus ellminating
house rent from thelr sxpenses wnd #o be-
come permanent resideanta. In  this way
ons house ufier another has been bullt,
for the rent of the ground is Mitle or noth-
Ing. The recent order of the juvenile
court that (amiliss with childres shall
move out of the disreputable distript ot
the city has sent many familipg.-"to Lhe
uorth hottoma, for there has tden no othaer
place for them at rent wu‘hfn thr!: raach

¥ven the probation o who have as-
slstad tn this work of #Mmoval hr.\n bud to
admit this and us ult an agitarion has
been bhegun that Ises 1o result in some
tangible schemg for providing decent. san-
Hary wsmall s where poor families
may live fgf amall rent and amid whole-
some syvoundings It is to such a plan
that le who cannot give thelr personal
i ¥ be ashed Lo subsoribe st & not
l.'l? tant Ume

.._..'-___.,
Peoud In Thelr Peunury,
Pooullarly usupproschable, tlsough an
Independence that resenta any Interforence
fram whatgver motive, It i poccssary o
reach thest parests Lhrough the chdldren
sud when the children sre withdrawn from
bettering lnfluences only the authorities
are sbls o nterfere. The troannt ofcoar
bas bean & valuable and tactful worker,
keeping the children in school. but the
Juvenlle court and through It the detention
heotue Lave frequsally been suiployed Ia the

luterest of better citizenship. The i
trusitn of strangers Is emphatically ree
santed and by methods rather dixcoursging
to many whoee visitations are prompted
by tho best of Intentions, One of the most
popular means of warning off thess wall
wishers I a Hitle nign posted high on A
house or some othsr ogqually conspleugun
place. “Bad dog here’ poatsd on the
corner of the nearest house, !5 the an-
nountement that greets the visitor who ap
proaches by way of the long steps at the
fool of Ohio streel. "Leook out for gote”
i» a slgnifloant warning that appears In
large lottars a little further down the
street and still another sign reads *'Fero
dog here," this posted high oo a shaft
abhove a gats that ralses it to the strect
level

Children at Schaol.

Just how many children there are in this
Afairiet It has beon difficult to aspertaln
They wre dlstiributed among three public
schools—=8herman, Lake and Cass—-Lak ' yna
Bharman geiting the majorits and thess

sohool rooms are contribuling to their llves
more than aimost any other outsids infu-
ence, To a large extent:they are clothed,
especially In winter, through the efforis
Gf the tegatiers and peincipals. With fine
tact My I8 done so that the bensficlaries
dre spared any embarrassment. for thase
are mattsrs of sirletest confidence balwean
Luachers and puplis. clothing s wso-
lelted from echools in other purtm of the
city, thas it may Lot Le recognized, and so
carefully wre the chidres walohed Lhat
&A s0on ox possibie After & oeed bDecomes
evident It is supplled. 'At what cost of
sffori—and of motey, too, that comes often
from the pursss of the - leachern, this is
socomplished, no ons butl thess women
themaelven know, But the rummage anls
b perhaps the most substantial source from
which their clothing s supplied. Hundreds
of perfecily govod garmems are collectsd
among e woemen of the churches eveqry
spring and fall and offered for sale (o the
vestry or class roosns of some uf "the norl
side churches. The purchasing value of a
few cenis at one of there salés s minazing,
B Whoin outfit freguently being supplied
for & quarter, bul this relleves the tran-
maotion of any semblance of charity i the
eves of the purchasers, at Jeast, and cnables
thelr well wishers (v provide more than
oiin comfortable garment that would be fu-
#enantiy rejected If offered withouti price.

This Is the secrat of the gouod clothing
ihat has minled meny (0 Lhe bellef that the
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STAGNANT POOLS A MENACE.

thorities mie called upou If nothing else
will bring the parents to do thelr duty.
——
Work of the Churches,

Repeated offorts have been made by va-
rious churches to attract the ohildren,
Knox Presbyterinn church haying been
among the most persistent, while the rector
of Good Bhapherd's Episcopal church has
bean an untiring visitor, rendering substan~
tinl asgistance (o many famllles in distress,
ax well an to the juvenils court when an
Interented friend is needed to stund spousor

for mome of the young people who have
come under Its Jurisdiotion, In tha maln,
however. It Is the City Misson st Tenth

and Capilol aveuus that has reached the
residents of this district. ‘“Misa Magee's
Mission® they call It, for, with few ex-
eeptions, children and parents alike know
the littls woman who has for years given
her life to work ‘among them, coming into
thelr homes in times of nickness or trouble
and halping the boys and girls through ths
Mission cinsses, and many of the mothers
through the Mothers’ clyb. With a taot
born of sincerity, Miss Magee has gone
among them, winning their confidence and
then thelr friendship, and Anally thelr
presence at the Mission classes.

ONE OF THE ROWH UNDER THE ELUFF

weotched [Mttle houmes are not & true index
to the real conditions of the families that
ocoupy them. It Is diMoult te believe
that bright-faved, comfortahly ciothed chil.
dren are suffaring & moral starvation, com-
pared with which even leas than they have
bodily comforts would be luxury. BSoma of
the little faces are pinched and drawn (o
be sure, but mors often It in & bright smile

or & kesn Jook of inquiry that grests the
stranger who takes ocensico to visit this
neighborbood.

———e

Blesasings of Childhood.

A wise Oreator has ordained that child-
hood shall be happy, no matter what Inter
yoars may bring, and even such & handi-
cap as s there cannot overshadow that
Inner sunehrine that beams just because
the day in bright or someons has spoken
s friendly word When sobhoal In out “Tin-
can alley.,” the "Paver road™ and other
streets resound with shouts’ of |laughter
i the youngsters ooime Urooping home,
looking fust ke anybody's boys and giris,
for they have shared the Christmas sturies
that hiave been the rewnrds of the school
room, In common with the other children
whe live "oplown.* But the reality of It,
the experiencing It has beesan denled Lthem
and who has the ght o judge U thess
ahildren avall thengelves of ths substitutes
in the way of merrymaking and revelry
that Lhelr elders provide and who can tall
how thesa ohildish minds will [nterpret
the denial of those things that every In

ntinct tells tham they Dave a right Lo -
Joy?
And when Thankasgiving and Christmas

cotme scoma of families ares helped to sub-
stantinl dinners through these same ages-
tien, the schoolsg and the churcheas. while
all through the year this walchfulness for
indirgtione of conditions wt home that nesd
remedying adds materdally 6 the responei-
ity of teachmrs sl principal If the
ayes are heavy or the minds leas alert
thers must be & reason for it PFerhaps
these are the fArst symptoms of Uiness;
poasibly soma of the comtagions Lhal come
to & elty's poor, or possibly only the re-
muit of havipg had noe breakfast or dinner
or perhaps an ipdication of too late kours
on ths sireet the night before. At any
rate an investigation Iln made. The clikd
e queationed, ."d if there s Woess he
Vislting Nurssafor the county phasician
fre calied spon. 1f lack of food proves lo
be the ocuss the family » luvestigsted
ad i megledt & found the Juvenlls ag-

8hy and suspicioue, anmytling that sug-
Eeste patronage I8 & signal for retreat, and
once Lhair susplvion hms been aroused the
work of winning thelr confidence has o
be dons all ever agein. Bometimes this
takes only weeka, but gftener months, and
fragusntly the needed opportunity doos not
come aguin untll they bhuve drifted hope-

D

leasly into other Influences
they cannot ba reclalimed, To win them
and hold them until they are secured to
such Influences as will serve to gulde until
they may have attalned safe standards of
lving I8 the work of thae missjonary which
is 50 attractive and so dlscouraging, It Is
such thankless work for itz reward Is
frequently the basest Ingmtitude that
must be forgiven, because, lterally “Lhey
know not what they do® With no
standards axcept those of material gain, for
thelr wvery existence has depended upon
thair abllity to hold thelr own aguiinst the
wits of their ¢wn and ths oppression of
ciroumstances, they must be taught new
standards. “Do unto others as they do unto
you™ is Marally the rule by which many
have besn taught to live, and even lHitle
ohifldran many times msesrn #0 hopelessly
hardensd that they afford @&iscouraging
material, Naturally Thanksgtiving and the
boliday time alforda the best eppertunity
of the year for attraocting thess children,
Goodies such aa they have sean in the shop
windows, and parhaps a toy, are to be
glven away to all who will attend the
Mission or Bunday school olnsses, and this
is the firat Inducement to Join. But some
phow of qualification must be maintained
at the missions and the children Are told
that enly regular attendants at alasses
may sharo the Chrisimas celabration.

troin  whiah

“Along About Christmas."

Asn a result the attendance st the tem-
peranca, industrial and Sabbath school
classes begins to swell about Thenksgiving
time, and If the weather huppens to he
severs the opportunlty of the missionary is
docidedly Increased. The warmth of the
clasp rooms 18 an additional attractiom for
the poor lttle hotnen are not overly ocom-
fortable at best and usually the little bit
of ocoal or other fuel that may be ploked

up along the trecks by the children after
gchool., or that the scanty Innome ocmin
provide, must be aaved for the comfort of

& father or motler who will return from
work with the darkooss, snd not Infre
qguently in & condition of Intoxieation Lhal

»Ads the suporiative degres to the miserabls
eonditions for which this curse Ils =0 often
reaponaible. Tiny as these gquarters are
soma of them have bean the scens of the
moat dlsgusting carousals that has slone
snabled the authorities to remove the chil
dren from thelr debasing surroundingns
ChJddren are wonderfully literal until ex-

periences has taught them different, and &
faw yaars of disappolntment at the dis-
erimination of the Hanui Clauew of which

they have leerned at school teackes them to
laugh at tha loftier seulimouts of Christ-
mns os wall aw (s dear old myth. Deep
down in their child heart Is o longing for
some recognition of his bettar hnpulses
and when this recognition is denled in
sontradietion of the promises of the re-
wards that come to “good"” boys and girle,
1t 18 Hitle wonder that hoe scocepts his own
methods of grutifiostion and justifies ‘them
as well. And so, with nothing in the home
upan which to draw, Christinas becomes
one of the bitterest disappointments of the
yoar to the children of the poor and one
of the mont smbittering axperiences

Moore's Classic Poem on Christmas Eve

The Night Befeore Christmas.

“Cwas the nighit before Christmas, when all
through the house

Not A dreature was stirring Dot even a
mouse ;

The swoekings were hung by the chimney
with care,

In hopos that §t. Nicholas scon would bs
there;

The children were nesitied all snug 1o thelr

beds,
Whils wvislons
ieir heads;
And ma.umm in

of sugar plums danced in

her kerchief, and 1 in my

Had Ju.ul. settied our bLradus for & loug wine
ter's nap—

When out on the lawpn thers arose such &
cluttor,

I sprang from my bed to seo what was the
matiar,

Away (o the window [ flew like & Maah,

Tores open the sbutters and threw up the
sual,

The moon oo the brewst of Ltle
BDOW

Gave & luster of midday 10 objects below;

When, what to my wanderityg eyocs showuld
RpeRr

But a minlature sleigh and elght llui rein-

now-fallen

nor,
With & lttle old driver, no lively and t‘;u.k_i
I knsw i a4 momant 1t must be 8L Nick
More rapid than oagies his courstre Lhey

Ul e,

And bhe whistisd and shouted and callled
them by name!

“Now, Dasher! pow, Danoer! now, Pranoer
and Vizen!

On, Cotnet! on, Cupid! en, Dunder and
Biftsan!

To “:1 top of the porch, 1o the top of the
wall!

bwl d.uh away, desh away, dash awey
all

As dry loaves that bafore Lhe wild burticans
w:.u.' they meet wilhh an cbeiscls, moung
Lo the cky,
Bo rn‘ap to the house-top the cournamrm Lhey
-W,
full of toys-and #i,

With the sisigh
Nicholas, taq
s twinkilng I heard ou the

And then In

roal
The prancing and pawing of skih

Hitle
hoof
As 1 drew o my haal and was turmning
sround,
D““bl:“ clilmney Bt Nichiolas caum wilh
L]

n-mnuﬁumummmm:.

hls fool,
And his clothes were all tarmished with
walias and soot;
A bundie of toys he had Qung on bis back,
M“:;]w :n:;:(w ke & peddier just opening
8 P
His eyes how they twinkledd his Atmples
how merry!
His cheols were ke ropes, his nose Nks a
charry
HlnT drali l!uln mouth was drawa up like &
MW,
And the beard on his chin was as W‘h as
the snow,
'Ihbmul‘tr;mp of & fipe he held tight 'Il his
And the smoke it encircled Bis besd like &
wreetih.
Hob::rid A bromd face and & ltile round
¥y
That shook, uhmn he laughed, like & bowl
full of jelly
He EQMII' hubby and pluomp-a right jolly
O [
Aund 1 l-ugl.-d when | saw bhim, In spite
of myself
A wink of his eye and & twist of . his head
Boou gave me to know 1 had nothing to

draad.

He spoke not & word, but went stralght w
his work,

And filled all the stockings; then turned
wilhh & J»

And laying his 8 anide of hiz nowe,

And giving & n up the chimpey he

Tume

He sprang 1o his sleigh, to Lis tesun gave
& whistle,

Aund wway they all flew lke the down of &
thistie;

But 1 heard himn exclalm, ere he drove ool
of sight,

“Hapny l"hrl-tuun to all,

and (o all & good
night['

~Clement Clarke Moore

The "IT" Tree,
© hast thou over stood to see
holly trea!
The ;&c that contamplaten 1t well pre-
v ol
Its glomay laaves
Ordered by an lotelligence so wise
An 'mll"ll esnfound Lhe artiets’ pophis-

And showld my youth, as youlh W apt
1T know,
Humne hamhness ﬂ-u"
All valn saperities [, day by day,
Would wear sway

T the smeeth temiper of my age shouid
mmmm-cmugm
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