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JUDGE ELEAZAR WAKELEY

Life Work of & Man Who Has Devoted Unusual Talent to the Study of the Science of Law and Its Application at Bar and

UEBNTLEMAN of the old achool. ™

In the K6th dignified, but kind of

yoar of his age

honet, loving (he simfle virtues and scornlag the mod-

Ern meratnule aftey woeslth, intensely devoted o s pro-

fossiom, the Jaw, his fawlly snd his church, Judge
Einngor Wakeley In parfoctly described o the above words,

Piin taste for the Inw wae largely horeditary; for his father and
frather wers highly giftod Intallectunlly Puring severil genera-
i bl anecatard had lHyed In New England, which was at that
thine the cefiter of all eradition Hig father took an active part 1o
thee Afnirn of the colnt Ha was a metmber of the Orst constitu-
1 Al conventlon of Wirconsin and twice o represéntative in e
g lainture He possessod strong powers of logle and wps a noted
deliniey Jude Wakeles mother was nlvo a4 woinan of remarkable
mentnl gunlitios Bhv was reinted w Jooathan Edwards, the great
eublahinl preacher

fivilge Wakeley was born at Homer wirtland  county, New

York, June 15, 1822 He was the oldest ur three sone knid had two
#lktern,  Soon after he was born his parents moved o Erle county,
New York Fhere e poecglyved the fopndetion of hig education, at-
tending the 1Hitle district school apd working hard on the farvm all
the timio he W L in sehool (S0 howed n taste and aptitode for
Nty nt an encl gocin wpldte of the hardald e of securing an cduon
tion Arimitie long before daviight In the wigter, heSsould do hils
Farm work onid 1hen w through the spow to the school hogse,
where (0 was his duty to bulld the fire. Every spare motent wos
devoted to study, for working under such hardships. the boy Knew

how ty ke the most of bis few (elsbre moments and he stond st
the Nend of ) RITTCE Me had b ospocing Hiking for matbsmutics,
In 15368 Bim pa it moved w Elyvrin, U wlhere he comploted Lus
elemontery edcalion In the high honl
Began as a Printer

fle win)d t f printing hoose while Nving In Elyria Even
thire i » I #t e Helne of wisdom by arising at 4 o'clock
In the worn d transinting Latin tthors three hoyre before
beginning vork for the day. Henry W, Tenuoy, afterward a promil-
Hent baw I Chileage,. also worked at the printing otfice and kapt
Young Wakcled doampuny st thds strenuous parsnit of lenrping His
cholve of the lnw as his e work hnd been made when, a8 o boy,
hiee imd witnessod the trind of an Impormnt Inw sait o Buffalo, N. Y.
He was so tmpressed and abeorbed by this esperlence that he flrmly
made up his mind then that the law should be hiz profession After

cmpleting his elementary edudation he

ilor of New York, g strong 1rial

sad Taw under Joel Tifany,

Inwyer and tratned orator, and wasy

Imitted to the bar ln 1844 He practiced for a short time in Ohio
it o 18456 removed with his parents 10 Whitewater, Wis,, where
at once took a leading part in affalre. He wos A representative
an Walworth contty to the last torritorial legisglature of Wiscon

'n and repressnted the county In the state senute

Lile In the territorial leglolnture he waa chalrman of the commit-
tee apnointed to Araft the act calling the
ha constitution was adopled undes
‘o the unlon,

ghortly after he had reached the lttle frontler town of White-
water he met his future wife and In 1854 he marrled Sargh Sablna
Cumstock, a grandolece of James Fenimore Cooper, the novellst, and
s descendant of Lewls Morrls, a slgner of the Declaration of Inde-
pendsnce. A wlld tract of beautiful ground which Judge Wakeley
purchased was the home of the young couple while they lived In
Wisconsin. He planted trees and created a beantiful country estate,
which Is today known as “Estorly Place,” and, except for the growth
of fifty years, 18 as it was planoed and lald out by Judge Wakelsy.
But the young couple were not to remain long in Wisconsin, Presl-
dent Plerce had the qualitios of the young lawyer, and In
1847, without solicliation on his part, he was appointed assoclale
Justica of the supreme court for the then newly organized territory
of Nebraska. A long, tedious journey followed by tradn to the Missh-
sippl, down the river to Bt. Louls by Milss
Omaha. The took three

from 1851 to IR0E

convention of
which Wisconsin

18458, whora

was wlinltted

heard of

bout and up the
woeoks,

wird 1o
Jonrnay

Experiences in New Country

littles
Blalr,

The first two years In the wilderness were spent at the
pettlement of De Sato, which stood between Fort Calhoun and
but every vestige of which hias long ago been wiped out. Thoe mos-
quitoes and the ague wore the principal things which the young
prople found to be endured, The judge set to work at once to bring
order out of the lagal chans which then existed.
prised Washington, Burt, Dakota, Dizxon and Cedar counties,
with all the unorganized territory to the porth and west It was,
altogether, more than 350,000 square miles. He was reappointed to
the position by President Buchauan, but in 1861 he returned to Wis-
consin, locating at Madison, the capltal, where his brother, C. T
Wakeley, was assoclated with him and also, for a time, Willlam F.
Vilas, who was later postmaster general under President Cleveland
and United States senator from Wisconsin, There he wrestled with
such logal glants as Matthew H. Carpenter, George B. Smith, 8. U,
Piney, E. G. Ryan, who was later u justice of the supreme court,
and Judge Spooner, fatber of S8enator John C. Spooner.

But the atmosphere of the west had taken hold of him while he
wan here and he returned to Nebraska aguln fn 1887 with his family.
He began the practice of law and soon Lullt up a large practice in
the new and growlang town. He confined his efforta ns much ag possi-
Bie to the civil side of his beloved profession, always having an
avarsion lor any cases of a criminal nature., He has, a8 much os
possible, declined to be a eandidata for politienl offics, with the ex-
coption of his membership of the constitutional convention of Ne-
Braska. to whisrh he was elected without opposition In 1871, In 1879
Be was a candidate for judge of the supreme court, but the political
ma ority of the opposite party was too much for even his popularity
to overcome. Judge Wakeley han always beon a demncr'at. He took
& loading place at the bar of the atate in the early dayvs when the
sommonwealth was belng moulded and strong men were needed.
He wan considered one of the foremost lawyers of the state and Was
connected with many Important cases. For seven years he was ps-
Mstant attorney for the Union Pacifie rallroad with General Attorney
Andraw J. Poppleton. Among the important law sults with which
he has besn conaected In the libel sult brought Iln 1873 by Governor
David A. Burler agalust the Omaha Herald, Judge Wakeley de-
fended in this suft with consummate taet and his eross-examination
of Governor Butler has been celobrated ns a model of that line of
legal work The fury disagreed, but the governor dlsmissed his
Milt & Tew days after the trial. He was counsel for the state in the
famous cune against the bondumen of Treasurer Hill, belng appointed
by Goveraor Croanse. a republiean. As attorney for the Unlon Pa-

eifio he was antrusted with many sults of large dimensions, lavolving
large sanounua.

His territory com-

On the District Bench

a 1853 Governor Dawes, a republican, appointed Judge Wakeley
o the dlstriet bench on the recommendation of leading citizens of
all parties. [n speaking of the appolntment. a newspaper sald: “We
thank Governor Dawes (o the nama of the peopls of all parties for
4n appolntment which s az honor to the state and to us all” In
e fall of the same yoar he was unanimously re-elected to the dis-
triet benoh with Judge Neville, & republican, and o 1587 was re
Sisctad i & contest ou & non-partisan ticket by #.700 majority in &
ragabliiean district

ha sbowes of sovanty winters had whitensd his hairs when he
agaln retired to private Ufe in 1891, but the atrainment of the three
Sefive atd ten rears aliotted as man's Ume for ac tivity wagy o oxcusas
o the well presarved, drm Hpped old gen’loman W0 retire upor hia
Bonors and live the remainder of his life in leisure. He stll pos-
Sesitod & wound wind in a sound body and aguin hegan astive prac-
Get.  During te dfees jears sluce that Ume be bas malutained

an office In the New York Life bullding, where he is busy during the
working hours of the day and durlng many hours
lawyers are enjoylng thomselves elsewlera.

ELEAZAR WAKELEY.

when younger
Judge Wakeley has

than & trads;

rogarded the law as a study rather than a business:
a vocatlon rather than
it has been his first love after

a sclence rath@r
All through lifa
and his religion. Early

an avoceation,
his famlly

- |

Through Sweden and Norway

Y VISITATION In Sweden and

Denmark consumed a compara-

tively short time, from the 10th

of August to the 11th of Sep-

tember, 1906, During this time

I rvisited the following princlpal cities in the

order glven: Gottenberg, Sweden; Copen-

bagen, Denmark, and Malmo, Stockholm and

Upsala, Sweden. On my way to Norway,

howaver, 1 spent conslderable time In Copen-

hagen and Stockholm. Besldes these large

pluces I passed through many small places in

Sweden and came in contact with representa-
tives of the smaller towns and villages.

Sweden and Denmark are exceadingly In-
teresting countries to visit With the other
Scandinavian countries, they occupy the
most northern part uf‘Eumpu and mre ac-
cordingly In marked contrast with the most
gouthern countries of Europe. The whole
population are hardy, of light complexion,
blue eyes, Intelligent, iIndustrious, econom-
lonl and self-respecting, practically no beg-
ging. They are Protestant in religion, al-
most wholly Evangellcal Lutheran,

They make the best use of thelr lands for
cultivation, thelr waters for fshing and
transportation and thelr other limited means
of livelihood are well husbanded ln the short
sepsons for labor. In morality and Chris-
tlan [ntegrity the Scandinavisn countries
rank higher than other nations In the world.
The groat mystery to me about the Scandl-
navian countries Is that, with practically one
language, one Protestant church, and noted
us they are for Intelligence, morality, indus-
try and economy, they are so widely sepa-
rated into small kingdoms at & groat disad-
vantage to aach and all of them, instead of
belug united as one strong Scandinavian peo-
ple for thelr highest development and de-
fense, This, bowever, will doubtless coms
as p natural result of the greater things In
which they ngree. No poople come o Amer-
lea that are more welcoms and appreciated,
as citizens, than the Scandinavians They
have glven the world some of its best men,
Christian teachers, sclentists, artista, pa-
triots, ete.

Gottenbarg has a population of 130,000
inhabitants and is sald w be the largest
commercial city of Bweden, through which
trade for all parts of Sweden passes. It 1s
a well-planned, well-bullt and well-adapted
glty for & trade center. Canals, Intersecting
it in every direction, make It resemble Am-
sterdawm, Holland., Its streets wre wide, well
paved and clean, It has many fine publle
and private bulldings. The Young Men's
Christisn assoolation bullding leWarge und

one of the best In all Europe.

Women's Christinn assoclation
bullding In a very desirable location, but
smiller. Gottenberg 18 surrounded by hills
that stand for protection and for beauty also,
g8 they are covered with trees and a rich
foliage. One of these hills I8 enclosed in the
chlel park, and from its summit all parta of
the city can be plainly seen. The museum
Is & fine and extensive one. Over one of it
main stairways Is & most striking pieture—
Gustavus Adolphus, his officers and his
whole army In the attitude of prayer before
the bettle of Lutzen, In which he lost his life,
but galned a great victory for all mankind.
In the words of apother, lot me say of Got-
tenberg: “Its close vicinity to the kea, its
capital harbor and perfect meuns of commu-
nlcution with sll other parts of the SBcandl-
pavian penipsuls and the continent through
the capital of Denmark, make the position
anique, not only as & commercial center, but
a8 the headquarters and starting polnt for
tourists wishing to explore the far-famed
charins of the north."

Copenhagen, the capital, and a very large
part of Denmark, has a population of 500,
000 inhabitants. It has many well puved
and well kept streets, besldes large, open
pliazas, promenades and parks, It has many
large and artfwlly and artisticully con-
structed bulldings., public and private. A
large number of splendld churches, among
which are, first, the noted Frue church, &
very large and old one o which are the far-
famed marble statues of Christ and His
pposties, locluding Paul, by Thorwaldsen,
the great Bcandipavian sculptor; and, sec-
ond, the very besutlful marble church near
the royal palaces—an old chareh, but re-
built and richly adorned by & wealthy
brewer. Of Ita many publle lustitetions the
Thorwaldsen museym and another museum
are very noteworthy; the former because of
the name it bears (Thorwaldsen, the cele-
brated sculptor,) and Its contents including
many of Thorwaldsen's own works: the
latter because of the splendid building, the
best lighted and best arranged contents of
endleas varleties, This latter museuns was
also bullt by a wesalthy brewer, | am told,
who is ndding W it aod spends wuch of his
time o it

There 1s so much of Copéenhugen that |
cannot do justice to it in a letter. In the
words of another, lst me say of It: "Copen-
hagen, the caplial of Denmark, Is the largest
snd most tmportant of all the eapitnls of the
porth and has repeatedly been chosen as the
Beeting place of the priscipsl soverelgus of

The Young
has also o

Burope. The purroundings of Copenhngen
pre very charming and offer almost un-
paralleled opportunities for drives, yachting,
eycling and pedestrian excursions. A glauce
gt the map shows Its central position as a
link between the surrounding countries of
the pnorth aod south, of the east and the
west, of Burope.”

Malmo, Sweden, just across the strait, or
sound, from Copenhagen, s &8 most altrac-
tive and !ut-gro*!ng manufacturing city,
It has just recently taken a very rapld stride
forward in the establishment of manufactur-
Ing plants, which has lncreased the value of
bullding lands many fold, and Is yet on the
rise,

Btockholm, the caplital of Sweden, and
the residence of the king, has a population
of 310,000 [nhnbltants sod s & most at-
tractive and beautiful clty In muny respects;
Its streets, bonlevards, promenades nnd
parks, Iitsa mony canals and pleturesque
waterways, and Its very wmany publle and

private bulldings,
B0 immense

Including the royal palace,
alructure, almost covering the
lsland on which it stands.

There are many old and noted churches.
Of these 1 will mention, first, the Klara
ehurch, one of the oldest, In a district of the
eity called, from the church, Klara; It
the highest tower and Is now undergoing
repaird. Second, the Riddarholms church,
an old church in which are the mopuments
of Bwedish kings and other distingnicliad
persons. Prominent among these ls the
tomb of Gustavus Adolphus. Third, in the
sime quarter of the clity a8 another old
church. Before 1t stands the statue of
Olavus Petrl, who llved from 1488 to 1562
As o young student he went from Stockholm
to Wittenberg, Germany, to attend
oudar Luther, then roturned and
the new doctrines in Stockholm,
anly S8tockholm, bt all Sweden 15 pormeated
with these docirines. The Young Mon's
Christiap assaciation bullding haes n very de-
slruble location, but only a part of the pro-
posed bullding Is eracted, It Is modern. art-

has

lecturas
préached
Now not

fully constructed, convenlent and wall
Adupted to the work of the sgssociation
When the whole bullding s completed |t

will he one of the best In the world for the
work of the assoclation,

The situntion of St
turesque; surrounded by water and bullt on
several Islands The inereasing prosperity
may bhe from the many magnifostt
architectural struciures erectad every year,
Stockholm has

whholm Is

voary ple-

Baein)

often been compared to

(Continued on Page Two.)
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NESTOR OF NEBRASKA BAR

on Bench for More Than Three Score Years

and late ho hos pored over his volumes with the absorblng intorest
Wwote comwon to the saclentist or the loventur than (o the follower
of the wure or less “cut and dried” law

Foremost in hig mental equipmaent ns & lawyer s his wondarful
facully of woalyring und reducing to elemental shmplicity the legal
propasitlous Iying at tho uninme-
portunt facts or legal cobwebs und then to presepnt his polnis with
the greatest clearnoss of of reason Hiuving
pelocted his battloground after o careful study of his case Be (8 most
tunacloug of his proposith On this proposis

bottom Of & cane, W elimionte all
stntgment nnd coguney

iy nnd fghis o the end

tHon, o newspnper of Lhlrly veurs diko sald “Ha le u clear-honded,
‘ment-ax’ lawyer, ready at oll poluts (o mest his adversary, thorough,
well read®  His power of concentration and ability to fix his whols
mind and thoueht on the cano o haad s oue of hig remarkable
chivracteristicn. So, also, s the conseless and Indefatigabla enorgy
which has warked Wi sisty vears of work at the bar and on the
bonch Never has hoe undervalued the abllity or the vigllance of

his opponent; grantod,

carried with him to the bench and
panely, tho fmpress of an anlme
recoginlzed by all men of all
absolutely honest Mo Ik generpus heartoed and bas
er o help a friend.

never has he takvn anythiing for

With these attninmoents he hns
bar a sltlont but powerful factar,
peachable charucter
He Is

ever been resdy

und Integrity,
claneea
o du guything In his pow

Thoroughness His Characteristio

His extreme dellberation
lem from all sides ar
deliverad hils e
themn welght thin
good-humored joking Al one time,
plled to the dmirict court for adm

and thoroughness in examining a prob-
at the bar. When on the bonch he
but with a thoroughtedss that gave
afforded foundation foe
I8 relited, & young man ap-
tusion to the bar, He had paseed

¢ provi rhinl
ut length,
deliberation

isians

Bometimes

hig examinations with credit and his refurences were of the best.
it he lnchked n few davs of Leing the required 21 years of awge,
Judge Wakeloy anpounced his decigion In regard to the matter with
his usnal -.-l beration and rend & number of eases as precedent.
Boveral lawyvers were prosent, After a thoe one of them drew n
elgh and whispered to the young applicant that he should not hive
any fear, hecause e would have atinined the legal age by the time

the tudee had announced iy deecision
A Uving refutation of the Osler theory
has rewained perenalaliy

ful man, In

Is Judge Ha
young and 18 today a vigorous and health-
his ofMice from 9 or 10 o'clock ench until b or
I the ulternoon o thinks no more of running half way
daye than does a

Wakeley,

morning
i o'vlock

aoross the continent for a few man half his age.

Only las weell Ko appeared before the United Stated court of appeals
In St. Louis nnd argued an Important law sult lonvelving tha title
to a lnrge tract of land In Topekn, Kan. He frequently appears be-

fore the suprems court of this

cloge attention.

stite, where his arguments command

Outside of his profeasion his chiefeet joys are found in the home
Hfe of his family and {n the soclety of his friends. He has lived in

his comfortable home at Nineteenth and Californla streets since
1868. There he I8 a familiar Agure cultivating the garden, pruning
trees and shrubs and superintending the work on hig lawn. In the

summer he arlgos early and devotes two or three hours to this work
before golng to his ofMee for the day,

His Rich Humor

The I'rench say that no man ean be truly great who lacks the
sensa of humor., Judge Wakeley possesses this sense In a degree
which would never be suspected from n look at his dignified and
gtudlous face. A letter which he wrote to G, W. Ambrose, a brother
attorney, in 1876 is a masterplecs of quiet humor. He borrowed a
boonk from Ambrose and, after the lapse of four months, the latter
wroto him a brief note, calllug attention to the time he had had 1t
and askiong that he return the volume if he was through with it
Judge Walkeley replled as follows:

Deéar Ambrose: 1 herewlith comply under protest with your un=
timely request that I &hall recurn your book.

Yon remark that you have held my recaipt for it some four
months, This |8 probably trus, Bat if you will read the statute
of Umitations of Nebraska yon will observe that it does not bar any
clilm, under any writtén Instrument, untll the lapse of flve years,
leaving you about four yenrs and elght months still to reclaim your
boolt. Why, then, this undue preclipitancy?

Wil you permult me, ns a gearcher wlter legal knowledge, respoct-
fully to Inquire if you can refer me to any respectable authority
requiring the borrower of & law book to return it withia four
montha? I have read a lnrge number of cases In my time and 1 do
not remember one In which such a proposition Is advanced, although
there may be an occaslonal di<tum tw the effect that the borrower
{8 under a moral obligation to return the book as soon as he be-
comes able o buy ona for himself.

Considered upos prineiple and without reference to authority how
would the proposition stand? Is It rensonable to suppose that a man
engnged In a somewhat active practice can find time In four months
to read through wmil the booka he borrows, besides perusing the
dally papers, snswering dunning letters and keeping up with the
Beecher-Titon Hternture? That case, you will remember, was golng
on for some two months after [ got your volume,

You remark that you often wish to consult the book. [ highly
commend that resolution. You would certalnly find it benefilcial to
oocasionally read some law, and, If you should become sccustomed
to i1, you will find It comparatively easy; only, don't overdo it at
first.

The only thing I objeet to In that paragraph Is an implication
that I would not allow you to consult the pook ag my office. This
{8 unjust. 1 have pever refused the owner of & book that privilege,
even when It has occasloned lnconvenlence to myself.

In conclusion, permit mo to suggest that, If you really cannot
ufford to keep law books for other practitionars to use, it would be

& philanthrople thing for you to sell them to some one who ean
Gratefully yours, H WAKRLEY.

Ho Is brilliapt at repartee, as those can attest who have been
associntod with him as & lJawyer or practiced before hitm when he was
on the benoh.

He s o man” of unobtrusive but deep moral and religlons con-
viction. He has been 4 regular attendant at Trinity Eplscopal church
of this elty for thirty-nine years, during most of which time he has
served o o vestryman or & warden, He has carried his religion Into
hig homwe and into his business, alwaya unobtrusive, but firm In hias
faith,

Wife and Family

To hig wife Judge Wakeley ascribes rmouch aredit for Lis success,
For more than ifty years they have llved together. In May, 1504,
gurrounded by their children and friends at the old homestead on
Nineteenth and Callfornia streets, the couple celebrated thelr golden
woedding Mra. Wakeley has slways been active in
charitable and phllanthrople work In Omaha, and no woman s more
Interested than she In current events and the progress of the world.
Judee Wakeley's houschold consists of himself, Mra. Wakelsy and
thelr daughter, Miss Nellie Wakeley Three ehildren have married,
another Hves In California, and one, William 0. Wakeley, dled In
1884 while clty clork of Omeha,

Two of the mareled ehlldren Hyve In Omaha, Arthue C Wakeley
has been a promipent attorney of this city for & pumber of yvears.
Luclus N. Wakeley |6 general passenger agent for all the Burlington

anniversary,

lines west of the Missour! and has headquarters in Omaha, Bird
C, Wakeley I & newspaper coreesapondent snd stenographoer in Los
Angeles, Mra. Charles K. Crain, who wus Miss Emily Wakeley, lives
In Bpringfield, O.

Judge Wakeley hins occupied the distingulshed  position of nestop
of the Omaba bar for many years For several decades he has been
the oldést lawye: o the cits But his Interest dn hiz e work has
never lugged for an Instunt. Today ho e oy keenly allve to all that

EUEA O B BBpyYOno Ho has mode It p rule to gitend the anvusl bans
guéetn of Lthe Stato Bar association, where the toast 1o whlch he re
wponds I8 regarded as the principal feature of the oveasion I)urin‘
the last fow years he hias attended meetings of the National Bary

assoclation lu Deaver, Bullalo, St Faul and SBarstogs Sprivgs,




