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Some of the Incidents in a Life that Has Been Largely Spent in Doing Good for Mankind and Which is 8till Devoted to Making the World a Better Place to Live In

N E plessant morning in June, fifty years ago. &8 youog man John A Creighton. He has given more money to the establishment
In & cart druwn by two horses resched the summit of aod support of public institutions than any other citizen of Omaha
one of the blufis on the east side of the Missourl river He was chiefly lnstrumental in the founding of Crelghton unlversity.
near the present dite of Councll Bluf{fs. The sun had The tdea of this institution originated with Edward Creighton, but
risen aod shone brightly on the river which wound he died Intestate. His wife, who disd o yvear luter, left a fund for
through the valley at the voung mun‘'s feeot, and upon the sctablishment of the institution, but upon the shoulders of
the little village on the further side of the river, bravely rais- John A. Creighton, ag her oxecutor, fell the work of selecting the
ing Its few roofs on the adge of the weslern wilderness, DId the gite and munaging the erection of the buildings. He has given
young man at that moment possess o prophetie vision? Did he sve further sums st various times Lo the sapport of the lnstitution, He

& magnlficent eity growing up within a few yvart where the villnge
then stood? Did be see bridges thrown across the river and a dozén
raflronds centeriog in the city? At an the young man chose
this spot from the many he had vigited throughout the country. He
drove down from the bluff, crossed the river to the village and cast
his lot with the few hardy ploneers already there

This was John A. Urelghton, farmer's boy, telegraph and rail-
road bullder, early time freighter and trader, banker, manufacturer,
millonalre and philanthropist. Jolin A. Creighton was just 25 years
of age when he saw the lttle village In the valley. He had already
had experience in mauy parts of the country, belng the able heljper
of his brother, Edward Crelghton. fn many of hig blg contracts for
bullding telegraph lines through the wildérness and in grading rosdd
and clearing foresta for rallways

It was in 18564, when the future miflionaire was 23 vears of
age, that he had begun the work by which he was to acquire the
foundation of his fortune, Bdward Creighton was engaged at that
time in constructing a telegraph line from Cleyeland to Toledo, O,
and in this work John A. Crelghton's abllity to lead men soon be-
came apparent. It was the work which he llked and for which he
had early determined to fit himself by a course in college. Pursuant
to this determination, he had left his farm home in Licking county,
Ohio, in 1862 and began a course of study at 8L Joseph's college,
which had recently been established by the Dominican Fathers in
Bomersel, Perry county, Ohlo. His college course was cut short by
the death of his mother In 1854 and he immediately enterad upon
those activities which were (0 engross the greater part of hils life,
From the time of hi# mother's death until he arrived in Omaha he
was engaged’ with his elder brother In various kinds of comtract
work. After the construction of the €Clavelund-Toledo telegraph
line they entered on & contraot of street grading in Toledo and
later cleared and graded several miles of the North Missouri rall-
road. After the completion of this last work Jolhin Crelghton was
sent by his brother to Keokuk, Ia, to sall a lot of horses which
had been upsad in the contract work. The young man sold all but
three of the animnals, traded one of these for a vehiole, hitched up
the other two and started over the prairies for the west and his
fortune.

Fate

Omaha Looked Good to Him

John A. Creighton lost no time after his decision to settle at
Omaha. He went to work immediately breaking up some ground
near where I8 now Courtland Beach. He remalned in Omaha four
ears, acting us clerk in the gencral store of J. J. Brown and R. A.
Brown during & part of this time. Those were the days when
Horace Greeley had given hls well known advice to young men,
Go west.” Many were following that advice, The excitement of
*49 had not yet dled out and reports came from the unknown
countiry beyond the Missouri of gold and sllver in great quantities
which was to be found In the great wilderness. Young Crelghton
gaw much of the trafic which went through the thriving village,
Omaha had already comeé to be known aa the “Gate City,"” because
it was the malo gateway from the east into the west. Every day
wagon trains stopped st the store where he was employed and laid
in supplice for the long, lonely journey along the trall to the west.
Creighton’s active mind was not long In sesing that here was a
great business opportunity and he persuaded his employer to Nt
out & wagon train for Denver. Crelghton engineered two such trains
to the west with great profit.

About thia time his brother Edward had taken the contract
for‘the construction of 700 miles of the Pacifle telegraph, the first
line to be completed across the continent. He engaged the services
of his younger brother for the actunl superintendence of the work
and ordered him to proceed Lo Fort Laramie, Wyo. Mr. Crelghton
wtill possesses a memorandum showing that he purchased as equip-
ment for this trip of 185 miles: Oune mule, $100; one saddle,
$158.60; one palr boots, $i. one revolver, $30, and 35 worth of
“grub.” He made the trip In five days In spite of the fact that three
men whom he overiook on the way and invited to share his food
partook of his hosnitality with such voracity that the last two davs
of the journey were made with nothing to eat but & hawk which
they shot.

The experlence galned by young Crelghton Ip the far waest
durlpg this work of bullding the telegraph line was invaluable to
bim. After the work was done he took charge of his brother's
stock and cattle and located at Fort Bridger. Discoveries of gold

_in the Salmon river valley had drawn a great number of miners
thither, and Crelghton determined to undertuke an expedition Into
the walley for trading purposes. Backed by hia brother Edward
he bought 1,000 sacks of flour. But just as bhe was about to sturt
reports of an Indian outbreak came and at the same time it was
rumored that the mines had given out. The expedition wae, there-
fore, abandoned. Young Creighton sold his flour to Brigham Young.
the Murmo'n lepder, for $20,000, balf o gold and balfl in drafts on
Pen Halllday's stage line. He placed the gold eoin In two shol
sacks and made the trip by stage o Omaha without mishap,

Popular Boy in Montana

This 18 fllustrative of the kind of stuff of which John A
Creighton was made. His heart was kind and he was well disposed
toward all men, but there was & Jook in the firm face that made
the “bad men" of those early days beware and refralo from attack-
Ing him. He was one of the five men who organited the famous
vigtianpes committes (n Montaoa. This committes executed summnary
Jusntice on forty-seven of the malefactors and desperadoss who were
disturbing the peace and dignity of the new country. The esteem
tn which the honest, capable and maesterful youhg man was held
in the new country is evident in newspaper articles regarding him
which are still extaut He had broken a leg in the overturnolug of &
stage coach. The Jocal paper contained the following:

“We are happy o annousce to the public that John Creighton,
who was so severely injured by the overturning of the stage, s now
fast recovering. Jobhn is decldedly averse ‘surrendering” and
having arranged diterse alings and convenlences around him be
has cut & hole in the will, through which he views the lmposing
sconery of the Roeky mountalpns and in a Lttle Hght
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Indulges

chaff with the ontside wuyfarers. Surrounded by kind friends, he
lives llke the son of an Irish king, laughing misfortuge out ol
counntenance. He will soon be about agsin. We belleve that the

only way to kill Jobin Creightos would be t0 cut off his h-.-ull and
then carry away the body.”

While he was at Virginta City, Mont,, that lown was connecled
with the vest of the world by wejegranb Iargely through Crelghton's
efforts. In token of ithelr appreciation of his publle spirit
fellow citizens preseutsd hlm with & watclh, The village paper de-
seribea 1t us "“One of Charles Frodshdm's superd chfonometer
walches, selected at TiNopy & Co's, New York, the fipest Ume-
plece In the establishment.” This wutch s still fo Mr. Creighton’s
posseasion and bears the inscription: "To Joha A Crolghton, from
his friends of Virginia, Montanw.” On eseh link of the chuln are
engraved the initlals, “J. A. C." While be was lving In Virginia
City he recelved the title of colonel, The Indisos o the Yellowsione
distriet “dug up the hatobet.” Genersl Thomus F. Meagher called
for 8500 voluptewrs and Mr Crelghton recolved the appointment as
commissary general with the rank of celpne).

The youug wan bad beew i Virglpla Clty S8ve years when be

is
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decided to return to Omaha. He was 35 years of age at the time,
Five years before he had met, at the home of his brother Edward,
Miss Sarad Emily Warebam, slster of Mra. BEdward Creighton, They
were married soon after he reached Omaha, the ceremony being
nerformed in 8t. Philomena's cathedral on June 8, 1868, They begun
housekeeping st once in a house which is still standing &t the north-
east corner of Elghteenth and Chicago streets.  There they lived
for a dozen years and in that house their only child was born and
digd. Boon after returning to this city the young man enguged In
the grocery business with Frunk C. Morgan, unfler the firm namsa
of Crelghton & Morgan.

Sipee that time he has resided continuously in Omabha and is
one of the city's strongest financial and commercial mainstays. In
1878 he wns one of the lncorporators of the Omaha Nall Works
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COUNT JOHN A. CREIGHTON.

company, which started with a capltal of $50,000 and turned out
40,000 kegs of nalls the first year. It was sold and moved to
BL Joseph later. He was a heavy stockholder in the Cable Street
Raliway company. He iz a beavy swockholder and vice president
of the First Natiopal bank. He has had and still possesses a heavy
Interest in the Unlon Stoeck Yards of South Ominhan. He was one of
the incorporators of the Uplon Stock Yards company and has had an
active part in organizing the Union Stock Yards bank, the Unlon
Stock Yards rallway and the South Omaha Land syodicate, In 1880
he was one of the incorporators of the Interstate Bridge and Strest
Railway company, with $2,600,000 caplinl. The plans of this corpor-
ation were changed later, giving way to the project which resulted
in the present East Omaha bridge.

Charity and philenthropy have been consplouous characters of
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Education in Public Ownership

ANY of those who deprecate public the world.
\/ ownership ackoowledge that very
l real evils have lead tw the demand
for it. Thus, even U the present
ugitation for this doctrine does not lead to
the genera! acquisition of public utllities, It
will not be¢ without its good results. It Is
sure at least 1o check and to control the
grosser abusss of Individusl and corporate
monopoly.
There ure, however, many Iindications

worthy:" but are we

Rumford,

Pasteur, Graham-Bell

The foreboding that it
otherwise 18 as baseless as It
It I8 scarcely fitting to npme here the one
greal Example or the lanumerable army of
His followers of whom the “world was not

Gallleo, Newton, Galvanl, Franklin, Harvey,
Nasmyth, Wedgewood, Darwin,
Watt, Arkwright, Ericsson, the Stephensons,

made their contributions to humanity with-

will be
is uuworthy.

tions). By such & conviction he will be
aroused to the fulfillment of his duty In re-
gard to all the other responsibilities of the
suffrage

Patrlotism may be sluggish, but it lg no
cynlcal aspersion, and only the recogaition
of a wholesome truth, o assert that the
pocket nerve of the masses of the people
I8 highly sensitve and quickly respousive.
The selfishnesds of the capltalist may aod
often does operate agalnst the publie good,

not assyred that

and thelr fellows

that the movement for public awnership ls
likely to be more than a salutary stimulus
to reform anlong the generanl linea of present-
day economics, The offences of corporate
wealth have been grave and dellberate, Un-
less there s ewlft relenting or unless soue
effiectual belp Is speedlly found in the law,
the mass of our people will not consent to
walt for the results of Investigations (uto
the results of municipal owpership ln other
countries. lastead, popular lmpatience pay
demand immediate and drastic rellef and, In
such be well W conslder

A Cuse, It may

whether mapy ol the dreaded oonsequences
municipal not
Lissclens terrors or even real bencfits (o dis
Bulse.

In the frst place, Is 11 true, as the oppo-
nents of public ownershlp assert, that great
rewards wre an ndispeasable lo-
the service of hutanity? The
golden hurvest sometimes reaped by inven-
tion und research, bul ofien filched
frow the discoverer and the investigator by
the “promoter,” has not been the real stim-
ulus of the man of solence,

The great things have

of stute or ownership are

pecuniary

cenlive o

10

been done and

are being done todey from simple love of
mankind, of sclence apd the truth, in thoo-
saads of laboratories aad workshops all over

-

out hope of fee or réeward and would have
made them In apy case, even though the
only compensation for their risk and labor
might have been an approving consclence.
As the exceptivnally gifted mun may be
trueted 1o do hie best because of an lmpell-
ing inner motive, 0 thée mass of men may
be trusted to do the wise and the right thing
whoen {ssues are placed squarely before them,
Our people are oftén betrayed by their
chosén representatives for the very regson
that those represeniatives selected as
merely political léaders without relerence
to busiveas gualifications or business Inileg-
ity i the effecin of bad government were
directly and clearly manifest in bad service
and higher taxos, the average citizen would
soon learn wisdom through experience;
dom of general political application, of In-
finitely more wvalue than some Immediate
material bepefits derived from the udminis-
tration os hig affaire by a coterie of irre-
sponsible Industrial chieftaipns, The belief
of those who retain thelr falth In democracy
is that the truth must ultlmately be grasped
by the slow-growing general apprehension
that public aownership is & private ownoership,
in which every citizen is a stockholder who
can Influsnce his dividend by his own vole
(8% he camnot do o wepy privele corpora-

Are
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but the selfishiness of the poor Is the righta-
ouspesas of the nation; the wage-earner’'s or
the salaried map's demand for the due pro-
portion between wages and the exponses of
livellhood, Is the volce of {18 conscience. The
mass of the people may be blinded by the
affects of Indirect taxation and many f{orms
of public theft, but It could not be decelved
made Indifféerent in the exerclse of s
power if that excrcise affected directly the
dally peeds of Hie: If It had an olwlous part
in controlling the administration of the busi-
ness, and consequently, In affecting the cost
of heat and light, transportation uu‘l food
and bousing, day In and day out

L&t the voter be aware that his vote does
not merely help some bosg or sone party or
some platform, or procure for him vague
and untrugtworthy prosmises of politieal re-
ward, but that it helps to guide the affalrs
whose sconomical, ypright and éMelent wen
agement saves hlin money in his dally ex-
penses (as Mayor Johusos of Cleveland has
proposed to do by giving his fellow citizens
cheap car fares), and the voter s lkely 1o
break away from platform snd boss and
party, and cast s vote for honest men and
bonest measurcs which &0 much to
him asd to his fawmily,—Moody's Magazine
for Decewmber.
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and his wife contributed $15.000 in 1888 toward the erection of the
south wing of the university and he gave $17,000 for the purchase
of scientine for inetitution. Ife helped the Jesnit
futhers In bullding St.. John's colleginte church with a contribution
of $10.000, He esiablished the convent of Poor Clares oo
Hamlilton street at a of $35.000, He erected the John A
Crelghton Medieal college in 18508 at a cost of $76,000, [le has
lately contribnted $75,000 for jmprovements and additions to the
Creighton unlversity.

Honorg Came to Him

When Mrs, John A. Creighton dled beguenthed
$50 000 for the establishment of 1 hospital for the use and ocoupas
tion of the St. Francis A. Creighton donated the
site of this institution and added $150,000 to the sum left by his
wife, The handsome 8t
at Tenth aod Castellnr streets, In recognition of the benefactions
of Mr. Urelghton he was honored by Pope Le6 XIIT In 15806 with the
title of "Count of the Papal Court.,” He had previonsly heén recog-
nized by the Holy See and made o Knight of 81. Gregory., A third
Erent bestowed on him in 1900, when was solected
as the recipient of the Laetare Medal, which Is given by the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame only to those who have rendeved conspicuous
gervices in the canse of religion

As the count has grown in years hig benefactions have In-
Two years ago he presented Crelghton college with
$200,000 worth of property located In Omaha, and on the occasion
of his Tith birthday, October 156, 18046, he gave to Crelghton uni-
versity property valuned at nearly half a million dollars, Two years
ugo he founded the Edward Crelghton institute in memory of his
brother. 1t cost more than $100,000. Asrlde from these munificent
gifts, which must of necessity be publie, the count's private chari-
tles are great. He nature, unassuming and prefers not to let
his gifts be known 1t Ia distasteful to him to talk about them. It
iz guld that be has never been mmside of some of the buildings which
were bullt with the money given by him. He puts no “strings’ dn
hig gifts, There sare no conditiong attached to his bencfactions.

Arrived as he has at a ripe age full of honors vecleslastic and

eepular, Count John A. Crelghton ix today the same simple, brond-
minded, far-sighted, humble individoal that he was when he stood,
a poor young man, on the bluff of the Missourl river and looked
upon the land of promise. His home life {8 admirable In its sim-
plielty, The handsome residence at Twentieth and Chicago streets
in which he has lived for twenly-live years I8 a model of simple
elegance. The household includes only the count, his brother-in-
law, Mr. Schenk; the housekeepor, Miss Cotter, and the servants.
Miss Cotter has managed (bhe house for nineteen years. In spite
f the richness of the home {ts alr of homeliness {s the most marked
T'he rooms are finlshed in oak, the walls are thick, the carpetls are
valvely, There 18 plenty of light and color. There are books and
fnstruments of music, and wines and pletures. Count
Creighton has no acquired or assumed lastee. He delights in being
A common man. His tastes in the matler of foad are what they
were fifty years ago, He likes bacon fried with a gravy made of
flour and water, such as he had in the early ploneer days while
he'was "roughing It"" across the plains and through the wilderness
He is also fond of corn bread and oat meal und mugh, This simple
life has brought him to the age of nearly four score yeéars with a
phyeical systen that is still strong and nerves that allow him elght
bours of sound eleep every night,

Fond of His Fellow Man

A companionable, soclable and very approachable man s Count
Creighton. Scarcely a day passes that he does not have a friend or
acquaintance to take dinner with him, A standing order in his
household 18 to alweys prepare dinner for six. There are only three
in the reégular personnel of the house, but any evening there may
be three guests and every evening there is lkely to be at least one.
A unigue feature of the home Ils the count's “den.” It ls loeated
on the south side of the house In a bow window aud I8 a marvel
of coziness and comfort. The walls and celllng are handsomely
frescoed and the woodwork s oak. On the celling, In the midst
of cherubs and wreaths and surrounding a portralt of the couni, are
moltoes and typleal sayings of the master of the house. “Here's
where I meet my friends and forget my encemies’” fs one of these
legends, Another Is, “It's wonderful how business keeps up.” This
18 u frequent remark of the count's and was suggested to the artist
along with the others by (riends who plunned the decorations, A
third sentence i{s: ““This s the ounly new farm house within the
ity limits,” a remark made by the count after the fire of a short
time ago which destroyed the old “den.,” At that time he remarked
that he would build a new farm house, He had slways referred to
bl home as the farm house Little pletures adorn the walls of the
“den."" One of these (s of a puppy wearing a muzzle. Under the
pleture s the legend, “Mum’s the word.” On & table uander the
picture and on the wall pear It stand fNasks and bottles of fhe
cholcest wines with which the count treatg his guests, In the
mattar of hig ligunors he @ a connolsseur, He keeps them In bond
for ,n.-u:ﬁ' before using them,

Count Crelghton considers bimaslf only a ateward of the weaith
which he possesses. He often looks out of the window of his bhand-
somé howe at some poor man passing and reflects, “Why has the
Lord given me so much and that man go lttle? If ! knew him I'd
call him (n and weat him." This kindpness of heart Is 50 natural
and spontaneous that i I8 almost uwnconscious, It I8 bhis nature
to love people and to be sympathetlc. An example of this trait ia his
weekly visit to the patients of 5t. Joseph's hospital. Every Sunday
for years he has made this visit. He always tukes seversl pounds
of the Dest candy along and passes from bed to bed speaking kind
words and distributing his “'chocolate pills'” as he culls them, He
stlll takes an active part in busipess, being at his office nearly every
day and taking his lunch at & down town restanrant. Wherever
there i a crowd he Is sure o be the center of it. His ready wit, his
active mind and his penchant for telling & good story make him a
favorite among bis buslpess aisoclates and all who know him

The unlversal esteetn in which he s held 18 largely due to his
broad-mindedness. Theé institutions which has endowed are
under the eontrol of Catholics, but the stope of thelr work s not
Hmited to members of that feith, It is expressly stipulated In the
the Institution endowed dhall be [roe

ppparnius the
the

cost

In LI585 sl

Sieters of John

resnlt was the Jogeph's hospital located

honor wis he

creased.,

is, by

clgurs

he nll

terms of his donatious that
to ull regardiess of color or cread. In Bt Joseph's hospliel more
charity patiepts of non-Catholle fmith nre cared for than of the
Catholle falth. Mauy of the studeots 1o the eolleges and unlversities
cndowed by Joho A. Crelghton aré pop-Catholles. Count Crelghton
hus been & democral all bis 1Mfe. He has never been un sapirant for
office, but has been # delegute to fve pational econvenptions. Count
Creighton has made & Dame by Hyving, He is & mun like the one
eulogized by Martinl whep be suid

| do pot ke the meu who squunders Hie for fume,
Give me the man who, living, makes a name
Count COrelghton lives his life dolng only the thinga which
dutly, aided by a gift of glght Into the future and appréclation of
possibilitdes, poioted out o him. He has reached a ripe age war-
rounded with those things which reward s wan who hes lved bis
lite vightly. <




