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OTABLE In the affairs of the
nTM to-d- ay Is the enormous In-

crease in the output of sold. In
comparatively brief period the

product has almost doubled, and In
the fierce quest for the yellow
metal lies thia story of the

by American and Brit!. enter-
prise of Uie most desolate, dreary and
hopeless edgt of the earth rand's end of
this rolling ball, the Jumping off rlaee,
slnster an the pit Itself. If Terr del Fargo
Is ever made healthful, or even habitable,
th.it triumph will forever shine as a hope

n.t i Inst the worst here or hereafter.
Hat": Frrjluand Slag. Han. when h!a

squadron grilled with lifting
keels ou the shoals of his stormy strait,
fvt-- r dreamed that his ships had crunched
Into sands ol gold the (Treat circumnavl-ga- ,t

r would In all likelihood have gone no
further. But he knew nothing ,' the
treasure that was under foot and it re- -'

maincd undiscovered and unsusper'ed uMl I'
found by wretched, wandering convicts in:
the enrly eighties of the last century.

The. d scovery made a hurrah In Buenos
Ayres. A fierce flus'i of gold fever ei?.el
the KuTopeao and Yankee colonies of Ar- -'

gentina, and a concourse of Ignorant, des-- j
perate men, mostly criminals, set sail in,
Antarctica's argosy, and headed for the
curbed little convict cam? set midway In
the Siriln of Migellan by the Argentine;
govei nn-en- ILv,n? for the venture little!
knowledge, les sense, a confuson of'
tongues and a shirttail lliey,
yet f.iund much fine gold gold which t. e
wild Atlantic had garnered, betched and
treasure! In the st place In a.l of
the Hcven sea. For weather, glacier,
stream an'l ocean are the eternai primal
elemental gold, ruby, diamond anJ plail-nui- n

n.lneri of the world.
News or the first success limited abroadbrought many, some ay thousands, m ly

Atistrlans. Tnese wandered in rain, sleet
and snow In sjekerless despair. Combing
the beaches w'th bloody lingers by day;
fighting, murd.rmg and dying by night,
and ail the time drinking a devil's dist. na-
tion of dbsi.iilie and Mahla rum.

The a Iv. mures of these adventurersmake rich t lie story of the southern sciakin lo tunae of the lands where the redgod.t oil. And there. In whispered awe.
the name of Julius I'opper is yet spoken
With bated breath.

I'opper was an Anglo-Auslria- n, a flying
Eiutchman, wraith atllt tho fog und
storms around the Horn. With short
sluices, secrecy and mercury he made a
stun. He got together a setni-miilta- r.ff-raf- f.

then appropriated by fraudulent leases
and denouncements th- - best gold, know much about asphalt
ucaciit's arounn nun saoastian uay. stran-gers ur Indians so luckless as to stiay
near his diggings were turned back or
turned over, by grace of Winchester. .U
calibre. But Popper showed a patriotic
care of his own Austrian countrymen, tent-peggi-

these down to the beacn, In thun-
der and lightning, under a heavy fiat can
vas cover, and for days at a time. Wheni
liberated they vamoosed and never both-
ered I'opper again.
Popper 1 sued Coin.

Full of resource, Popper sought to turn
every wheel. He actually issued gold coin,
when all South America was on some false
or fictitious money bottom one and five
dollar pieces, stamped with ct'u.-se-d pick
and shovel, and wlio.se superscription was
"Popjier." These are now numismatic
gems But I'opper loved tropical Paris too
well, and In an evil day got an overdose!
of knockout drops In liuenos Ayres, and
the world knew li.m no more.

After Popper things languished. Organ-
ized labor t'haos and the elements
resumed their reign. The country had
never comprehended its wealth and re-

sources. It merely had assumed there was
gold all over the surface rf the country,
but too thin to pay. Kveryihlng lay hid-
den, awaiting the man. and the m.tn event-
ually appeared in tlie person of Lieutenant
Kdaon W. Sutphen. a young Kn cker-bock-

graduate from Annapolis In lS. In
lv7. In the I'nited States gunboat Alliance.
Tie cruised through the Innumerable

islets and fiords of America's Ant-
arctic archipelago. iuiyin land and sea.

Amusing was the sweep of this fledgling
from far North, t'harl-- s lvarwln, reading
the so il of nature lik a scroll, lingered
for weeks In Terra del Fuego and saw only
desolation and darkness. Britain had sur-
veyed, sounded and scanned the Island for
tin's and any nautical ,ir commercial pos- -

ATKD on my piazza, facing the
SE rod, one mild Thursday tn

was amazed to see a man
clad In ancient Per.ian fashion entering

Hie yrd and ddres!ng me In modern
Knghsh. "Madam." he ald slowly. In a
nius cal voice, "can you d.rect me to Kh-wiy?- "

AasweiiiU In the affirmative, I
pointed in the right direction down the
dusty road. Before leaving he offered me
his card, bearing the name Omar
Khayyam, and told me that he was mak-
ing a pilgrimage to the home of Carolyn

slbillty. Then a ftrlollng 5id a master- -
piece of thinking and
made himself a marvel In the navy to this
day. He didn't breathe a word of his dis-
coveries, but determined then and there
to come back to the strange island and
seek for gold on his own account

Xtn hit homeward trip the Alliance lay
!n Buenos Ayres long enough to convince
young Sutphen that the Argentines did not
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JXtt ever made, the way, and tidings brought throngs
construction Sutphen's experts, engineers capitalists.

ICapt.ln Albert Burnstine, and Sandy the
cherished scheme 'Frisco its

Fuego.
Ing the city. The young lieutenant saw piie wonders of the go'.d dredging
this an opportunity and. having served his. plants in New Zealand had come

for more than twelve on quo,.,.t reports, and wltli the reports a reaJ-ama- ll

pay and slow promotion, decided to jaiton that these same might
take up the virtue of resignation. After avail this bleak south land. Following
his resignation had been accepted by the many preliminary borings, denounce-Nav- y

Department he secured the contract. nients and claims, the best gold bearing
asphalted the city having thus gained lands were secured. Everything
u start tho financial world, turned his 0t was opposi
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or suspicion on pioneer government; the world. Word came from prospect-minin- g
grants Sutphen suffered littleiors that.all velvet gold plentiful and

cso:rietttio.n and no more accessible, with coal and
rhere Is dredge as In Terral water handier than elsewhere in mln-- 1

Fuego. another, I'juu.omi struc-'ln- e world, Alaska not
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gems, which with California now a
sunset vision of three grjees.
crowning tha continent w.th argent cor-th- y

onet.
Furthermore, the Argentine, across the

has been found to surprisingly
and as proof of excite-

ment going on down there no less than
local companies have been

organized and financed to do
In consequence the govern
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