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,SoKring Adgricultural Problems at Nort

HERE s bhut itle known of the
work be'ng dime a1 the Nobhraskn
experimental substation at North
PIntte or 1l work it empted,
oven In fact, thero are nol &

Rreat many of our prople who s«em (o have
knowiodgs of the oxintancs of Lhis experis
ment station., This miay be sccountel for
owing to the newnesa of U enterprise
and the consclonsncas of the manAgemont
\ In not yet havine hings Axed and in

“ Bhaps to make a Favorable displs
\ 3 North  Platts aperimont  station
i In a rubstation to the greater. the
cporimental farm at Lincoln, is designed
to denl with agricultural problemns peculing
to westarn conditions of soll and climate.
The grentlest effort of the present tHime In
o OP work has been to secure erops that
illl adapt themselves 1o the molsture and

i

il econditions of the detelets they are in-
tendod to grow In. Western Nebraska has

beitn A subject of anxlous inquiry and
Btudy for many years by the scientifle ng-
riculturists of the state farm In un attempt
to find w merfes of cropk that would vield
profitably ot the rich but arld lands of
that distriot

The North Platte experiment station
lands, conuisting of three sgectipus, were

purchused aud possasslon acquired In the
early part of 1M Thesd 1ande urd lochited

three miles south of the town of Noprth
Platte and south of the f‘luﬂ; river, They
camprise about M acrés of valley  land,
| nane of which I8 low hottom or .overflow
lands, being thirty to forty feet aboye
wantor, and 150 nores of simodih tabic lnnds,
all in crop, 238 feel above waler, The bal-

ance of the tract 1s hill and rough pasture
lands, well covered with buffalo, gramma
and other native grasses, and most admir-
ably ropresents the average hills grazing
lands of the western part of the siate,
Location Well Adapted to
The selection of this sile
been a very wise muny respects.
Its accessibility by rallroad, its diversity
of physical character, representing at loast
thres distinet conditions of lands that the
wontarn part of the stute has to donl with
in farming and ranch operations, are fea-
turea of special interest to the observer,
While ‘some may sy that this station
should have been. loented farther west or
sorth, more central in the part of the state
ita work will be largely tulten up with,
there ean be but Mtle eritielsm: of -well
grounded merit against the location.
The operating force of this enterprise
conelste of 'W. P. Bnyder, superintendent;
] W, . Weakly, farm foremun; George Felt,
live stock feeder, and W. W. Burr, in
charge of government experimentation
work on the farm, This In the fofce that
| practically handles all the farming and live
stock operations. Bame of the many things
that have been commenced and are now in
W succesaful progress of crop test and feed-
ing experiment may be of Interest In galn-
Ing a better knowledge of what s being
done on this farm. The cultivated crops
of various kinds grown under experimental
test ocoupy 1 plais and in slze are from
one-tenth of an acre to thirty-five acrea,
The tests In wheat crops are made with
five varieties of spring and twelve varietiea
¢! fall or winter wheate. Thess tests wors
! mnde to determine methods of cultivation
| and varieties ofewheats best aulted te the
|

Work.
seems 0 have
one In

soll and climate. The wintar varieties av-

o o forty-one to forty-slx bushels, The

_ﬂ:lln.‘ wheats, local varieties, eleven bush.

els, . against twenty to twenty-four bushels

of other varieties, A test was made In 1804

of macaronl and the common loonl spring

whest, seed rmaised In the nelghborhood.

The macaronl produced twenty-two and

one-half bushels and the local wheat elght

and ope-fourth bushels, planted on adjoln-’

ing plats. Thisa was made to test the ad.

vantage of macareni over Lhe local spring
whents as crop producers.

The tests In oats have been mainly in the
different depths of seeding. Bome broad-
cant sowings have been done, but the main
seeding process has boeen by drilling at
different depths, The drilled oats have
done best In all tests; start earller and
make a stronger growth, In variety tests,

\ whera they do not prove of good quality,
they are digscarded. Twenty bushels per
acre have been secured for local varieties
agalnst forty-five to forty-seven bushels

\ with the Kherson variety,

I Tesin in Fodder Plants.

The tests In cane, katflr corn and such
varieties of fodder nre quite extensively
carried on and will result In much Informu-
tlon beneficial o the growers. There are
twelve pluts of one-half acre each of
vane, different varletles tested for methods
of planting, dates of seeding, guantity of
seed used per acre, etc. Somoe of these
plats were listed, some single row drill,
some double row drill, some straight drill
and some broadcast. In kafMr corn the
. j tosts are walnly to mature seed This
| plant stands dry weather even beilter than

cane, but is diMcult to mature seed.

A specially Interesting and vigorous two-
acre breeding plat of fleld corn of the
Reed-Hogue crogs, origineted at Lincoln
statlon and intended to determine Its adap-
tabllity to western Nebraska conditions,

% was a feature that looked quite practical,

There are ten varieties of fleld corn grow-

ing on the furm. It ls designed next year

to make corn fodder feeding tests. The
fodder will be shredded and prepared in all
respects for getting Its full value ns fead

The maln feature of the test in the potato
plantings Is to determine the seed advan-
«tage In the whole potulo, Lthe half potato,
the two-eye plece und tlm one-eye cutting
Also the Red River potato of the morth s
placed In comparison with the home grown
or local seed. Different methods of ouity-
vation, rate of seeding and thine of seeding
are also factors In the testm

——
An Interesting Alfalfa Plat,

Notwithstunding this Is the real home of
the alfwifa plant in this divislon of the
world, the experiment gtatlon cannpot re-
slst the tempilation of cultivating it on
every Jdle plat, jJust to see it exert Itself
to ouigrow the weeds or any otber form

f vegetation in sight. A very interesting
aifalfn plat of scvernl awcres, locutyl on
the table Jlands 226 feolt above water, this
year shows a remarkable contrast o condl.
tlon of growth with that of the season of
10, when U8 tumble-down and tangled-up
condition, resembling that of o big-
| growthed fleld of mammoth clover, demon-
strated the abllity of alfalfa t¢ grow und
produce 8 crop, regardiess of where the
water lise benouth the surface as leng as
it pes the seasonable shower.

‘I'ils yoar the table alfalfa was cut about
June 10 and approxinutely three-foyrths
of & tod por acre secured, the weather be-
Ing very dry. It made ne further growth
during WUhe drouth period up to August 1,

i

when & raln siarted the
Erowth amuin, and 1t has
boen doing well and pros
duced a good second crops
with good fall conditions
of ulftergrowth In ordle
nary years it will produce

three good crope
trates the

This Muns,
of alfalls
the ground and
wilt for ralnm, them resume
growth., ‘This alfalfa s now
In Its wixth since soeds

tenacily
o stand In

YeAr
ing and = yielding very sats
Isfactorily.

The station |8 econducting
experimenis with & numbep
of one-tenth-nore plats of
alfalfn Many varioties are
beings tested, seeds having
been procured Mrom seversd
countriese of PBurope and

Anin It Is a test of variety
valoe, The general recoms
mendation, however, by Mea
Snyder., the sitation superine
tenden Is to  use
grown seed as pearly as can
be. The Imported seed doos
better after being acclls
minted. The farm hins
Nxty Aores nf bottom
or bench lnnd devotad

honose

to alfalfa for seneral hay
oTop which Im cut threa thess each
scaron and yields about on+< =ad one-
fourth tons per acre per cutting

Several varictle=s of millete e wing
tested for best results Bperita also has
plats representing m se~*ing of five, seven
und nine pecks por ners ihere la nut lit-
tle, If any, difference shown 15 Ve pros-

pect for yield. ‘The estimate s pitd st Mty
bushels per acre. Spelts I8 Leilaved o be
of the profitable fesd crops for "weal-
Nebraska,

The sugnr beet g alwo receiving s shera
of attentlon. There cannot be muel, hoir-
fver, praésented in this district of e stote
that Is not nlready known about this plant,
n Its growth and cultlvation, ssoepl how
to grow It without work, and s featuie
Is about given up now by those who nre
making a success of the business, Thw
Frowing of sugar beets without rrimution
has been an easy proposition thle sapnomn,
though In seasons of short rainfall the
Irrigator saves his crop.

—_——
Live Stock Experiments.

The live stock feature of the farmn hes
not been developed rapidly. but a subsun-
tinl and good practical foundation hng Leon
Inld. The summer of 104 (ifty yearling,
high-grade Shorthorn helfers wers por-
chased In southeastern Nebraskia. 'These
helférs now ahow good growth, are de-
veloping into a creditable herd of wreodlag

arn

e
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e—

cows, and by such attentlon nnd bresding
an they should receive a better start could
scarcely be dedlred.

In 1806, 10 head of steér calves were
bought for feeding experiment tests and
divided into five divislons of twenty esch,
Thexe cialvea for roughness in the wintee

of M6 were fed sorghum, alfalfa and
Jrnirie hny. Baoh jot a different combinks
tlon of these feeds, with two pounds of

sriln per head once & day. They had good
roomy lots with open sheds, and each log
supplied with pumped water. When groasg
was rendy to turm on In the spring tiose
calven were marked so as to be readily
distingulshed and turned out In the same
pasture. They will be sorted up and go
biack ih the feed fots this winter to he
fed an yearilngs for growth, and will be
run on grass Jurlng*the summer of 197
anll mold for feeders or fat cattle in the
fall, a8 they peem (o fit best when put on
the market, These calves were bought In
the nelghborhood of North Platte and are
graded Bhorthorns and Herefords,

The swine divislon 1= an especially (n-
teresting one. The Duroc~-Jersey has been
selectod as the breed to work out all hog
problems from. Breed, In fact, has noth-
Ing whatever to do in the tests, therefors
but one breed Is used, There are RWbout 350
hogs of all ages kept on the farm. The
purpose belng to market these hogs as
fast as tests ure completed, In which hogs

Platle
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FOLLOWING THE BINDER WITH A DISK PLOW TO CONSERVE THE MOISTURE-PHOTO TAKEN ON THE NORTH PLATTH FARM.

are finlghed for market.

These tests have been conducted malnly
as (0 cheapness of growing hogs on al-
falfa, using as lttle corn as poselble. As
an example, three lots of pigs, seventeen
in each lot, were taken after weaning In
July last year, and ench placed In a five-
acre alfalfa phasture, One lot was given
three pounds of corn per head per day

and the remaliing lot one-half pound por
head per day for a period of twelve
months, except that durlng the winter they
were given alfalfa hay to take the place
of the pasture. When the spring growth
of alfalfa was ready (o turn onto they
were replaced In the alfalfa pastures, The
firet lot was marketed in June, fhe second
lot in July, but had an Inerease of corn

for eix weeks to finish them The third
lot In August was still In pasture, in good
stock order, but not growth, nor exhibiting
ovidenoves of a proflable hog to own.

A brood sow feeding experimoent with al-
falfa, and ona which currlos n great deal
vof Interest with §t, |s where ten sows, after
thelr pigs were weansd Iin July, run on
alfalfn pasture all summer, no feed belng

Theodore

(Copyright,

1906, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
ASHINGTON, Oct 11 — (Bpecial
Correspondence of The Bee)—
““The people would Hke to know
Jurt what Uncle Sam I8 dolng
at Panama." .

1 made this remark t¢ Mr, Theodors P,
Bhonts, the chalrman of wye Isthmian canal
commission, as wa chatted together In his,
office near the War department not long
ago. In reply Mr. Bhonts brought out a
lot of maps and we traveled together
across the canal zone Inspecting the work.
The War department recelves weekly re-
ports as to just what is going on and any
changes of note are recorded by cable.

My first question was as to whether the
dirt had really begun to fiy.

"In one sense It has." replied Mr, Bhonts,
“and in another sense it has not. The
work of the cannl construction is properly
divided In two paris. One Is the getting
ready to bulld and the other s actually
doing the work. The getting ready Is
what we are dolng now and we are rapldly
advancing in that respect. We are mak-
ing the isthmus healthy, housing our men,
bullding terminals, rallway Jracks  and
working out a large number of engineering
problems. In this sense the dirt has begun
to fiy as for as ia possible In connection
with that preparation. It will fly foster
and faster as thme goes on and within o
few weeks from now weo shall be making
a perceptible Impression on parts of the
excavation

"The month before my lust visit we had
moved 2000 cublc yards from the Cule-
bra ocut and we had then at work an aver-
ngo of lems than eleven stoanm shovels.
Within a short tlme Englneer Stevens ex-
pects. to have forty stemm shovels In opers
atlon and he will then bhe handling 1,000,000
cuble yards per month."

__.0__
Umele Sam Really st Work,

“Tall me In simplp Inoguage what 1,1000-
00 culde yards means?”

“We generally estimate a cuble yard of
earth or vock as a ton. It is a load for a
two-horse team over a4 common country
road. The product of one month will bae
enough to load a wagon traln of 1,000,000
tenms, and supposing that cach team took
thirty feet on n roadwuy, the train would
be 30,000,000 foel in length. Dividiog by
5000 feet to the mile for easy flguring, the
teamms would be 6000 miles long, or just
n,'ﬂ:t long enough to reach from New York
t¢ Fan Fmnclsco and back again. We eax-
pect to be doing that long before the snow
falls, When we are doing It we shall con-
sider that we have begun work seriously
s to the excavation part of the problem."”

“Where will this excavation be first
dona?"’

“The most of the work now (s In the
Culebrn cut, and & great deal of it will be
right thers This cut has In the past been

considered the Wer to the time required
for dolng the work It 18 not so. "The
work unon the looks, If n lock canal e

built, will require more time than that in
the cut, The locks will be about 1,200 feet
long and several hundred feet wide. Thoy
will be #o small that it will he Impossibls
to work o large number of men in thn at
one time, and this will lUmit our possl-
bilities, ™"
When in Fuli swing.

“Is forty steam shovels the
capacity of opemmtion™

“No, we shall iostall more and more as
apldly a3 we can, We have now sixiy-one
steam shovels on the Isthmus and we shall
eventually be working 1@ gor more. 1 think
the thne will come when We shall work by
night as well as by day, using electricity
to give us the light.™

myximum

A stranger o ths Indlan country was
much " amused Ly the gquaint dress of the
squaws and thelr method of carrying their
bubins on thelr bBacks. He concelved the
idea of Jokingly trying to buy ong of the
sharp-eyed Infaniv.

“How much cateh him, papoose™ he
aked one of the sguaws In the mast ap-
proved Indlan feshlon for lngquiciug the

prices
“Pwe bils," the woman replied readily.
“All right, take him,” the while man
il

He produced & Quarter knd the woman

Repents a Bad Bargain

put the papooss In his arms As sha re.
lewstd her Lokl on the baby It st up &
hawl.

“Here, hore,” the alarmed purchaser ex-

clatlmed. “Take the kid 1 was only jok-
ing. I don't want to buy it."
“No, no, You ketch him,” the Indian

mether s=ald. “Two bite you ketch him,
Two bits more 1 keteh him back.”

‘fhe white man was glad 1o be released
from his bargain for another 35 cents. He
learned later that ha was only one of many
that had had the same experience ln mock
purchuses of Indian bables —Mansas City
Tunes,

P. Shont

“What are you doing with ths old French
machinery "

“We are still using some of ii, but are
Introducing modern applisnces just as rap-
1dly as they come. There Is no econoniy In
working over the French stuff, It Is out of
date, out of repair and will go to the scrap
heap just a® soon as new tools and trucks
can take Its plaoe.'

Uncle Sam’s New Tools.

“Give me somo ldea of what you have
already bought.” -

"1 can hardly do that in detall,” replied
Mr. Bhonts, “although we have it Item by
item. We have spent more than $8,000,000,
and this covers all Kinds of materials (romn
steamahips to blasting powder. We have
Bixty-one steam shovels, 1000 flat cars and
more than 300 dump cars We have more
than 6,000 tons of steel ralls, muoch of which
Is already In place. We have Iald trocks
through the Culebra cut of steel rails
which welgh seventy pounds to the ward,
and wo are double-tracking the road across
the isthmus. We have a large number af
tracks running from the Culebra cut to a
distributing yard, where the cars will be
made up Into larger trains for heavier en-
gines to take off to the dumping grounds.
This wil] enabile the engines on the tracks
to the aut to be kept bumy all the time
bringing In loads and carrying back the
emptios, =

“In addition to these,” continued Mr.
Bhonts, “we have new and powerful loco-
motives, hundreds of box cars, a namber
of modern pusenger coaches, holsting
plants of various kifde and twelve hoisting
engines. We have bought more than a
miillon pounds of dynamite and blasting
powder and 152 rock drills. As to bullding
material, our lumber purchases alone have
been more than 30,000,000 feot, and we have
Also something Wke 10,000,000 bricks and 600,-
000 square feet of roofing tile. The work of
house construction Iz golng on throughout
the zone and we are steadily improving our
quarters for the men."

——
2000 Men Working.-
“Just about how many mén hava you at
work ™’ .

“Something like 53,000, saild Mr. SBhonts.

"By far the greater part of them are for-

elgnera and & considerabls number are
Bpaniards."

“Tell me something about the Spanish
labor 7"

‘*“his is made up of men whom we im-
ported from the north of Bpaln. They are
of the same charnoter as thoss used by
Bir Willlam Van Horne in bullding the

Cuba raillroad, .and we find them excellent
workmen, ,We have tried a few hupdred
as an experiment and we hope to Inorease
the force to some thousands, They uré far
superfor to any labor we have so.far se-
oured, excepting the Americans.””

“How many Americans have you at
work ™"

“About 3,000, They are chiefly meohanles,
engineers, foremen, Carpenters, masons,
plumbers, ete. They are good men and
ara to o large extent -in charge of the
work.™ ’

“How does the Spanish
witk the natlve labor?"

“Enginecr Blevens ostimates |t as two
or three times as efMelent,” was the reply.
“It Is almost egual 1o the American labor.
The ordinary native labor, {ncluding that
of the Jamalean negroess, ls equal to about
one-third the working power of the Amer-
lean.'

labor compure

+
The Elght-Hour Day.

“How about hours?"

‘“We use the e ght-hour day. Thﬁ Is the
law and we cannot do otherwise. That It
is 80 s a misinke. 1 don't think the
elght-hour law, the dontruct labor law, or
the Chinese exclusion act, should obtain on
the lsthmus. Four-fifths of our employes
are bound to be forglgners, who are ac-
customed to longer hours an@ who work
&0 much less intelligently and energetically
than the Americans, that It is hardly falr
to conslder them on the same basls, How-
ever, that is a matter that congress will
have to determine. We pay our men hy
the hour, and we can by law give them
only forty-elght lhours & week. It we
could work them for ten hours a day, we
could give them sixty hours a week; and
In that case they. would accspt lower
wagea than they now receive. As a mat-
ter of fact the skilled laborers would rather

THEHEODORE F. BHONIA

and some of them
at extra
Bst
uver

have the ten-hour day,
would be glad to work overtime
pay. As it v now, they
titne and a half for all
elght hours."

expiect to
WwWurk done

—_——
Chances for Young Men at Panama,
“What do ¥you now think of the chances
for young Americans at Faonama?"
“They are good. The wuges are higher
than in the United Biates, und there I8 no
more riek of health there than there Is in

raflroad building in many parts of our
pouthern states."”
“Do you have many applications for

places !’

“Plenty of them
letters from men of
1o go to Panamn;
down moechunies and
every steamer, We bhave no trouble In
getting all the men we want;, and those
wheg are now appiying are far better Lthan
those of the past. Among the first corpa
that went there to clerk and do other
work were a loL of sissy boys, who ex-
pected to lead a luxurious lfe in the troples

Our mail I1s flled with
all classes who want
apd we are sending

athers by almost

with seltzer and apollinaris on tup, The
men we have now are earncst and hard
working fellows, who ge down (o stay

and grow with the work.”
“Is there much dissatisfeotion among the

clerka?"
“No, 1 heard no complaint during my
stay on the Isthmus. In fact, I attended

a dinner there of the mechanics and others
at Coromal, where the men made specclies
denouncing some recent nowspaper oriti-
clsms of the work and eulogizing the joffi-
clnis In charge. T am safe In saying that
there s no dissatisfaction In Pansma.'
New Homes nénd New Food.

“Have you sufficlent quarters for
men, Mr. Bhonts?"

“Yea, We have done a great amount of
bullding since we took charge and we
could give quarters to 3,000 more employes
than we now have. Wo are buillding and
improving right along. We have nine
hotels on the canal zone and nearly every
American has A room looking out on a
veranda, somotimes alone and sometiimnes
with o roommate. The Tivoll hotel at
Ancon, which s Intended more epecially
for the administmtion employes, has 180
sleeping apartments. We have a practical
bulider in charge of the new construction
and more than 2,000 men are now putting
up new bulldings and repairing the old
onea.*

“How about foodT*

“We have orgunized a good system of
supplylng the men with meals at low
rates. ‘The native workmen are charged
10 cents a meal And the Americans pay
30 centd a meal at the hotels, The native
food I8, of course, much cheaper than the
American, A W-oent meal oonslsts of
soup mude of meat and some rice, sweet
potatocs or yucea and bananns That is a

the

sample. Of course, there is conslderabls
variety I have eaten such meals and
they are not bhad."

“How about the 3-cent Amerlcan
meals?™

“They are to be found at the hotels and
mess houses They are just about equal to
the W-cent meéal that one gets at o gountry
hotel In the United Btates. The bill of
fare usually includes severnl kinds of moat,
somo vegetables, frult and perbaps lce
eream or ple. We Lave established cold
storage plants and put refrigerator cars on
the railroiads, and we are doing all we can
to make the men comfortable.'

“How about amusemnents?"

“We have been very busy improving the
sanitary conditions and have not dope as
much in that lios as we should ke to do.
Nevertheleas, wa have ¢#tsibilahed reading
room# in tho hotels at Corczal and Culebras
and squipped a brass bund which hus been
orgeniged by the employes of Christobal
The Amoricans are adapting themselves to
conditiona there, They wre formidug clubs
of various kKinde, and., among other things,

an International University club, which is
composed of Amerfioan and Panaman col-
lege men. The Masonlc and other orders

alreudy have hranches thero,'
About Health,
“Po you think you bave stampad out the
yollow faver, Mr. Bhonta?™’ 1 asked
“"We have had no casos mince lasmt Nowam-
ber, and the warfare on the mosqulito sesmy
to have largely obolished It from the isth-
mus Many of the men ware growing
careless and fall to put down their mos-
quito nets ot night, and the fear of yellow

s Talks on Work at Panama

fever has for the time departed Indeed, I
wis surprised to find so few mosquitues
Take La Boon, where our whatrves are, I
had occasion to stay there over night, and
slept on one of the Pacific mall steamers
without mosquito netting or any other sim-
flar protection. During the evening 1 did
not see o moequito, and It was only after
going to bed that 1 heard one buzsing, I
got up, turned on my lght afd killed It
and then went back to bed. The work done
by the sanltary commission in that respoct
Is wonderful. A year or so ago one stop-
ping at La Boca would have been eaten up
by mosquitoes,. Now there are not, 1 ven-
ture, on the ten-milo sone one-Lundredtih as
many mosquitoes as on any simillar sirip
along the New Jersey coast.'

“Ia the malarla also disappearing?

“Wo are decrousing the malarin' said the
chalrmun- of the lsthimian Canal
slon, “but there will slways
lees of that at Panama just
parts of the Unlted Btatee, [
however, that the health of our employes
Is extraordinarily good, We have a plek
ricte of only twenty por thousand, and that
Is u better showing thun In New York City
Dr. Gorgne reports thut there are 450 beds
vacant in the hospltals, and he |8 sanguine
that he can now control the health situa-
o Our gquarantine arrangoments  nre
good and we shall do everything we can to
keep out yellow fever and other digiases
Indeed, 1 doubt if there !» any place In the
world so carefuily watched from a health
siandpoint as our stations at Panama
When we open a now labor camp the sani-
tary englhuecvrs go ahead and lay it out
They attend to the cleaning and the men
are not allowed to begln untll the dangers
of ll-health are minimized."

“Have you a good water supply ™

“Yoq Panama has its own waler works,
with o reservolr In the mountalne of some-
thing lke 50,000,000 gallons. Empire hoas a
hig resorvolr, and mo also have Corgoni
and Colon. Bas Oblspo Ia supplled by n
running stream. The water has been ane-
Iyzed at all thesa places, and It Is good
with ths exception that Ut coniains w
slight percentage of vegetable matter.
Notwithstanding this at some places they
uro bolling the water."

St
Chief Fngincer Stevens.

“Tell mo something about the chilef en-
gineer, Mr. SBtevens? Is he the right man
for the place?”

“We think 80" replicd My, SEhonta,
is & man of extraordinary ability, great
industry and inflexible integrity. He s
as straight as a siring.  He™ has beon
dealing with blg undertakings and fs
accustomed Lo andle large bodlen of men,
He understands how 1o organize his work

commis-
be more or
ns In many
would say,

“Ha

and he has selected able assistants. Io-
dead, It seems to me that Uncle Bam
could not have gotten o botter man for
the place.”

“When are you going to fnlgsh the
eanal™

The chalrman of the canal commission

emiled as he replled:

“That is 2 question which depends, much
upon congress, and also largely upon
what Rind of u canal s declded upon and
how the work Is earrled out to & con-
clusion. If n lock canal, such as we hayve
recommended, shall be permanently dee
cided upon. we oan finish it and have
some of the largest steamers that float
the ocean golng through it within elght
years. 1 think Engloeer Stevens puts it
a1 soven or seven and a balf, but 1 will
say elight These fAgures are based uvpon
our prescot calouistions and Investiga-
tions, and we think them not far from
right” FRANK G. CARFENTER,

them Al
were

glven the beginning of winter
they turned on alfalfa haysincks ue
n substitute for aifulfa nod to
cach sow was given an added ration of
two pounds of corn per day, until a short
time before farrowing., when the grain
feed was Incroased Prof. S8nydeor rays
that two and one<half to three pounds of
cornt per day would have brought these
sows Lthrough to farrowing In splendld cone
difjan

Thore are now 240 shoats on the farm
abont § months oll, which are on alfalfa
pasture and a light feed of corn. that pre-
sent about as wholesome an appearnnce
for thrift and rapld development as could
be desired in a lot of plgs of this age,
These ples will be divided and used In ex-
perimental feeding teats w Hitle Inter in the
soasom. Sowe are Lred to have two litters,
March and Oetobar, usually, Bows, aftep
plgs nre weaned, run on alfalfa nml get no
other food or drink, except pure wator,
which I# supplied from drinking fonntains,
with which each lot is supplied. As soon
an these sows have their rall ltiers they
will be put on a light feed of grain,

__.\_b..___
Uncle Sam Is Interested.

The government co-operative work (n Ary
land agriculture that is belng carrled on
ut this station, In charge of E. C. Chiloott
nt Washington, D. C., nnd under the man=
agement of Superintendent W, P, Snyder,
I= conducted by W. W. Burr, recently of
the Agricultural College of Nebruska. This
work consists o rotutlon of the ordinary
crops for aésperiod of three to msix yoare,
The rotation work 1s planned, however, to
ba carrled on ledefinitely.

The maln plan of this work s conserva-
tlon of molsture In the s0ll, to compeara
summer fallowing with corn growing, to
seod which of the two methods of fertility
of soil produces best results, green manur.
Ing some plats by turning under rye whan
about heading. to compare summer tallows
ing. There are other pluts that are cons=
stuntly cropped, some In grass for a period
of yoars, and compure these as to advin-
tages In fertility There are ninety-one
pluts of one-tenth of an sere each devoted
to this work.

There Is located on these lands a tank for
teating the evaporation. An ordinary gal-
vanlzed stock watering tank elght feet in
dlumeteyr is used. The tests are conducted
by & wire stretehed across the top of the
tank and measured eévery ten daye. A raln
gauge will bo set beside the tank to ges
correct measurement of rainfall In the
meantime. There are about 100 scres in
the valley and alghty ncres on the table
devoted to experimental corn crops and
tests. Thess plata contaln from one-half
of an acre to flve acres. Varlety tests and
mothods of cultivation are the maln fea-
tures considered in the corn-growing oper
ationa.

sture,

——
Work fa Well Done,

The work of this station Is being wall
conducted. Few men could have besn placed
ot the head of such an institution, under
the oxisting embdrrassment of needs In
bulldings and accommodations, o0 do the
work such as Mr. Sayder has to contend
with and niake so oreditable a showing.

There can bo no question as to the wise
dom ef creating a western Nebraska ex-
periment station. The location s a good
one, the natural ndvantages of this pare
ticulnr site are all that ocould be desired
from & praclical working sinndpoint and
the only thing now lacking I8 lmprove-
ments and additionsl help W0 carry om the
work. Every citizgen of Nebrasks, regards
less of his resldence location in the atate,
should give this experimental enterprise

his hearty and aotive support. There Iw
great nesd for more builldings. They sre
needed for the convenience and business

advantage of properly oarrying om the
work; they are needed for the oredit and
reputation of the state of Nebraska.

This is not a play farm, & matter of
needless expense. H s an mstitution that
is laying the foundstion for western agri-
culture that will Influencs in preduction
millions of dollars for the state's futube
wealth. Wesatern Nebraska citizens partios
ularly should mes to it that a libaral appro-
priation {s urged for ereditably sguipping
this farm with all needsd bulldings and
appliances for properly conducting the.
work.

— —

Prattle of the Youngsters

“leock, mamme"™ msald small Dorethy,
“here's &4 hole in my stookings as big a8 &
dollnr.”

'O, it isn't quite that large, dear,"” re-
Joined her mother

“Well,"” centinusd Dorothy, “It's as big aa
§ cents, sayway."”

—_..-‘.-—..

“Oh, deur!” sighed small Harry.
1 waus & clock.”

“Why do you wish that, Harry ™' salked
his mothet,

“"Causa I wouldn't have to wash my
face and hunds then" explained the little
fullow,

“1 wish

“Mamos, I've hun peaging

overy mighd

for & oDew ,* said Uttls Dusrethy, “and
God hasn't it yor.”
“"Perhaps God Goesn’'t think that you oeed
another doll, dear,” answered ths moiher.
“Thon why dossn't he tell me™ asked the
mu.r‘m "se I could pray for something
else

“Now, then" ;‘ Tommy's mothen,
"that's the last straw. 1I'm going o whip
you for that"

“O! say, ma, pleaded Tommy, “let's oo+
promie this thing.'

“What

“Just call it quits an' I'll my influence
te L
with e 6 gt Zes theb oew dies you )



