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Olosing Hours in St. Petersburg and Impressions of Stocklolm and Helsingfors Gained by a Brief Visit, and Swedish Institutions Gemerally Commented on in an Entertaining Way by the Great Travelen

ERGEN, Norway, June 29.—(Bpecinl Correspondence of
The Ree.)—The dipcussion of the Duma occupied so much
gpace that 1 was compelled to omit from that article
nll mention of Russia in general and to 8t. Petersburg In
particular; 1 shall therefore begin this article with a brief
reference to the Muscovite empire.

Two and a half years ago, when I saw Russia for the first tims,
I entered by the way of Warsaw and went to 8t. Peternsburg from
Moscow, While considerable territory was covered, the wintaer's
snows made the whole country look barren and uninviting. This
time our course lay through the Baltic provincesa, and as farming
was at its height, the conhtry presented a much fairer pleture. The
citles and villages through which we passed were busy with Ilife,
and each had fte church, for the Russians are a church-going people,

Bt. Petersburg Is a fascinating city. The church of St. Isaac’s,
with ita great granite monoliths on the outside, its pillars within
covered with malachite and lansus lazull, and lts Immensae bronze
doors, |ls among the world's most imposing places of worship; the
equestrian statue of Peter the Great is famous and the art gal-
lery in of rare merit. Russia’s bronzes are most excellent and her
stores exhibit a large assértment of furs

In 8t. Petershurg | fonnd myself, as on my former visit, admiring
the horses, they being, upon the whole, the best that I have seen
since leaving America. Possibly the fact that so many stallions
are driven singly and In pairs may account, In part, for the hand-
pome and stylish anlmals seen upon the streeta, but certaln it Is
that the Russian horse is a splendid representative of his breed.
There I8 a large park, called the Point, near the city, and In the
evening this park and the approaches to it are thronged with ecar-
ringes and droskies. Ag the sun does not set thare at this season
of the year uniil between ® and 10 and is followed by a long twilight,
the drives are gay with Ife until midnight. We did not reach our
hotel until 11 o'clock, although we were among the first to leave
the park.

Bpeaking of horses reminds me that the Russian coachman has
an Individuality all his own, His headgear is peeuliar, belng a
gquatty beaver with a spool-shaped crown, but one soon forgets
the hat In contemniation of the form, The skirt of the coach-
man’s coat 18 very full and pleated, and the more stylish the equip-
age the broader I8 the driver. Beginolug at the shoulders, his
podding gradually increases untll about the hips he Is as broad
as the box upon which he sits. This padding Is carried to such
an extont that the coschman sometimes has to be lifted upon the
box, and It {8 needless to say that he is practieally helpless as well
as uscless in case of gn accident. It may be that this style of dress
is designed for a wind break for those who are seated behind the
wearer—thisa was one of the explanations given—or it may be that,
ke some other fashions in wearing apparel, it has no foundation In
reason. .

I found to my disappointment that Tolstol {s not contributing
materially to the political revolution that is taking placee in Russia.
Being reverad throughout the land not only becaus=e of his philos-
ophy, but also because of his fearless arraignment of the despotism
that has afflicted Russia, he might be a powerful factor in giving

“HMirection to the popular movement, but beleving that Indiyidual
regenaration furnishes the ‘only complete emancipation from 'all

forme of evil, he takes but Ilittle interest in what he regards as the

amaller and less lmportant remedies proposed by the Duma.
remains to beé seen whether it is wiser to secure that which
within reach and then press forward for othe ' )
reject plecemen] reforms in the hope of ultimately gaining larger
ones. Probably the ploneer in thought and the practical reformier
will never be able to agree fully upon this point, - ‘ :

Beautiful Ride From St. Petersburg to Btockholm

The boat ride from Bt. Petersburg to Stockholm 18 one of un-
surpassed beanty. It requires about thirty hours to make the
trip, and of that time but two hours are spent in the open sea, the
remainder of the route belng between islands that fill the Baltie and
the gulf of Finland as the stars stud the sky. Just out of 8t
Petersburg Is Russia’s most important naval station, where we saw
& number of warships, and were informed that the crew of one of
them had recently refused to comply with a salling order, answer-
ing that it was walting to see what the Duma would do.

Until about a hundred years ago Finland was a part of the Baltle
empire of which Bweden was the head, and of the 3,000,000 inhab-
itants of Finland something llke 20 per cent are of Swedish de-
scent. As mighl be expected, the Swedish element was not only
the official element, enjoying to a large extent the titles of nobllity,
but It is still the wealthier and more influential portion. The
Finns proper are not Laplanders, as thelr northern position would
suggest, nelther are they In race closely akin to the 8lavie or Becan-
dinavian population. As mentioned in the article on Hungary,
they came from western Asla and are quite distinct in race char-
acteristica from their present neighbors. They acquired from
their S8wedlah conquerors a fondness for the publie school, and the
percentage of illiteracy I8 much less In Finland than in other parts
of Russip, under whose dominion they unwillingly came in 1808,

Our boat stopped at Helsingfors for a few hours, and we had
an opportunity to visit the principal points of Interest in the cap-
ftal of Finland, It is a substantial and prosperous looking elty,
with large schoolhouses, attractive public bulldings and commodious
churches. We passed several small parks, where children were
playing and where numerous comfortable seats beckoned the weary
to rest beneath the shade,

1 confess to a partiality for the small eity park; it s mueh better
to have these ‘breathing spaces so scattered about through demsely
populated sections that the children, as well as the adults, can find
in them a dally refuge, than to have the entire nark fund lavished
wpon suburban parks which can only be visited occasionally. It
is a pity that spuce is not more often reserved for these parks in
the laylng out of towns, for the ground not only becomes more
valuable in proportion as these amall.parks are the more needed, but
the opening of them In the heatt of & city brings a large unearnsd
increment to those who own land adjaceat ¢o them.

Market at Helsingfors

We could not help voticing the contrast between the market of
« Helslugfors and those which we visited in Asla. At the former,
peatly dressed peasants, men and wemen, exposed for sale from
the end of their carts a bountiful supply of vegetables, meats, but-
ter, eggs and cheese, The eggs wore stamped with the name of
the owner and the date of laying, the butter was packed in wooden
buckets of various slse and the cheese was of many warieties.
Some of the eurts were fllled with stacks of black bread baked iIn
large flat cakes. The radishes presented a temptation that 1 was
not able to withstand; the fondness for them, restrained during the
months of travel through the orlent, overcame me, and at the risk
of being thought extravagant, I purchased five dozen at a gross out-
lay of about five cents and lived high untl] they were all gone.

The Finns are-rejoicing over the autonomy recently secured, and
they have signalized their partial Independence by creating a single
parliamentary body whose representatives are slected by the entire
population, male apd female, above the age of 24. No onse can
undersiand the persistency with which the Finns have struggled
for copstitutional government without recalling that as a. part of
Sweden thelr country long enjoyed the right to representation in
the natlon's councils. The people have always reseunted Russisn
methods, and only & few years ago the governor general sent from
8t Petersburg was sssassinated by a young Finn, who, having thus
givem expression 1o his pation’s hatred of despotlam, Immediately
took his own life. The death of the governor was followed by the
suspension of such few privileges as the people bad been enjoying,
but whon last year the whole of Russla seemed about to rise in
rebellion, the csar anuounced his willingness to'gravt all that was
asked, and now one can travel through Figlaad  without belng
bharussed by soldiers or bothered about passports.

1 If Constantinople can clalm to be the natural capital of We east-
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VIEW OF STOCKHOLM.

ern hemisphere, Stockholm ecan with equal justice claim to be Its
patural sumfimer resort. It is situated at a point where a chain
of lakes pours its flood Into the Baltic, so that the ecitizens of
Sweden's capital have their cholce between the fresh water and
the salt As the lakes and the sea are filled with Innumerable
islands each family can have one for (tself. Summer homes are
probably more numerous near Stockholm, in proportion to the pop-
ulation, than anywhere else, because during the winter months the
people live in fiats. One s Immedistely struck with the com-
pactness of the city and with the absence of single dwellings sur-
rounded by yards. Owing to the severe cold and the long, dark
days of winter, the people huddle together In great blocks and thus
sconomize fuel, and they are at the same time close to their work.

\oF ta-As scon as spring opens there is a general movement towardStlie

islands, and as we appreached Stockholm from the Baltle and left
it through the lakes, we saw' a greal many summer cottages and
watched the boats carrying their cargoes of passengers to and fro.

: Sweden's lakes are so numerous and so large that about 8§
per cent of her entire area is glven up to these Internal waterways,
and they probably sccount for the fact that her people had a large
domestic Sommerce before the era of rallroads. These lakes are so
situated that by connecting them by canals water transit has been
secured between Stockholm on the east coast and CGothenburg on the
west, The boat trip through these lakes and canals {s one of the
most pleasant to be found in Burope.

The 8wedes who have come to the United States are such ex-
callent farmera that | waa gurprised to find but 12 per cent of the
area of Sweden devoted to agricuiture and 61 per cent described as
woodland. Only 60 per cent of the population {s now engaged in
farming, the proportion having fallen from 72 per cent since 1870,
while the proportion engaged In other Industries has risen from 156
to 27 per cent.

Lumbering, flshing and shipping each gives employment to a

large number of men, and Iron mining, long a leading industry, 18
still important, although, owing to the development of mines elso-
where, Sweden now furnishes but 1 per cent of the entire out-
put of ore, as against 10 per cent in the elghteenth century. The
fact that she had such an abundant supply of the raw material early
gave her a consplcuous place In iron manufactures, and to famii~
farity with this metal may be due the fact that SBweden was quick
to take advantage of the railroad, the telegraph and the telephone.
In electrieal appliances she now claims second place among the na-
tions. A large use has also been made of the water power with

- which the country abounds, notably at Norrkoping, where an indus-
trial exposition 8 now In progress,

-

-’ At the Stockholm Exposition

We spent a few dars at this exposition for the purpose of gather-
Ang information in regard to industrinl Bweden. While the agri-
cultumk display was not ready, the exbibit of the products of the
factory was exceodingly Interesting. The articles shown Included
metal work of all kinds and wvarleties, from heavy machinery to
parlor orfaments, In one sectlon canned frults were displayed, in
another great rolls of linoleum and oilcioth and io - still another
textile fabrics. The cloth was especially worthy of notice, belng
of superior quality and of every shade of color, There was also
a complete assortment of dalry implemengs and farm tools, So
skillful {a the Swedish artisan that the International Harvester
company has recently ostablished a branch factory at Norrkoping,
and with the ald of American foremen is preparing to manufacture
reapers and mowers there, not only for Bweden, but for northern
Europe.

In addition to the machine-made exhibits, there were specimens
of the handiwork of peasants and students. These included many
varieties of needle work, wood carving and decoration on leather

Glories of a Trip Through Italy

N MY way through Italy to Geneva, Switzerland, where 1 was
to meet the world's commitiee of Young Men's Christian
assoclations, I spent more time than I intended, from June
11 to July 17, 1906, since I had planned to return to Italy

again., 1 stopped at but few pluces—Brindisi, Naples, Pompell,
Rome, Florence and Milan, spending most of the time in Naplea,
Rome and Florence. I left Brindisl early in the morning, June 11,
Our train ran north for many miles along the Adriatic sea to a
junction, Foggia, where, after a rearrangement of the trafn, it went
westward directly to Naples. We crossed g high range of mouuntains
and passed through many and jong tunnels. The country all along
the route was well cultivated, especially near Naples. Msany grape
vines were supporied by large mulberry trees and their branches
tralned out on wires stretched from tree to tree for long distances.
Just as we rounded Into Naples we obtalned a good view of Mount
Vesuvius, Naples s a good city and a pleasant place to spend time.
While it has few noted antiguities, the city and its environs have
attractions all their own. Naples s beautifully situated on one of
the finest bays In the world, It has a good system of streets and
street oar lines for such An old city, fine publc and private bulldings
and perbaps the largest and mest elegant arcade in the world. Its
museum ranks with the first three or four in the world. Its aquar-
lum, though small, Is unexcelled. Among the places in and about
Naples that are intensely interesting are Herculaneum and Pompeli,
Torre Annunciata Caprl Grotti and Mount Vesuvius. | visited the
Museum, which is bewildering ln its mahy and splendid speclmens
of art and aatiquity. I spent a goed part of a day in Pompell with
the deepest Interest, vlewing its wonderful ruins, and visited Torre
Annunciata, near by, where the lava, dvring the recent eruption of
Vesuvius, ran as high as the second storles of the larger houses,
In a Cook excursion I went up on the side of Mount Vesuvius as far
as the rallroad extended. From this polnt, with a few others, I
climbed the great ash beap cons 2,000 feet higher and s&t down on
the top of the crater. It was a dificult climb, but pald wall for the
expenditure of effort, not only by the magnificent paporamle view
spread out below, including Naples, its charming bay, the fine coun-
try back of it, with the mountains in the distance, but by the awful
sight a8 we looked down into the throat of that mountaln voleano,
that Is accustomed to belch forth fire, ashes, lava and rocks in such
measure as to frightfully disturb not only the places |n its own Im-
mediate vicinity, but places on the opposite side of the earth. Just
as 1 roa,ched the top, sat down for a moment and looked far down
into thet awful crater, there was a sound as of a storm of wind, so
it seemed to me. Then some ashes were blown Into my eves, I
turped away quickly. This was followed by a heavier rumbling
sound, which the gulde sald was the bolling of the lava, and forth-
with there ascended a column of black smoke. | was told that the
top of the voleano cone was lowered 0O or 000 feet by the recent
eruption. This was very perceptible from Naples. The descent
of the mountain required much less time than the ascent, and not
so Uresome. 1 picked up pleces of lava far up near the top of the
high ash heap cone to take with me. | was very fortunate In the

westher during this trip, for it was bad Just before wy trip and just

On Sunday, June 2, I attended a called meeting of the Young
Men's Christian association in the parlors of the Bristol hotel. Not-
withstanding the last regular meeting of the assoclation for the
geason was held last Bunday, a large company of splendid young
men responded to this sudden call for a speclal meeting. 1 spent
several hours with them and had the'r undivided attention. The
proprietor of the hotel, Mr. A. Landry, Is president of the assocla-
tion. He Is & most devoted Christian. While he 18 a man of
wenith and of high soclal position, he is devoted to Christian effort
for young men and is exceedingly modest in all that he does. A
young Waldensian pastor, momber of the association, was the im-
mediate cause of this successful meeting in so short a time. His
nama {8 Rev. Gilau Gay. He was my interpreter in the meeting.
Immedlately after this meeting the Waldeusian pastor teok me to a
meeting of the Young Women’s Christlan association, They were
apprised of my coming and were sccordingly prepared for my visit,
I spoke to them of the assoclation work for young womsen, of its
great work in America and in the British Isles, as well as 1o other
countries, and assured them that they could pot do bettér service
in any other department of Christiam work connected with the
church of Christ, our Lord and Master. The young women afforded
me a8 most attentive hearing. Afterward they sang a hymn so
charmingly that I requeated them to repeat it. At my request they
sang other hymns and gospel songs, It was ungquestionably the

finest singing and sweetest musie I had heard in my whole world
tour,

I left Naples the morning of June 26 and arrived in Rome at
2:30 Ip the afternoon. The distance was short and there was noth-
ing worthy of note on the way,

I was most agreeably disappointed with Rome. It
gether different from what | had conceived it to be,
was midch better than I had anticipated and no better drinking
water anywhere. The clty Il modern in its lite and activities, with
unlimited rulns and antiquities of worldwide,reputation and interest
scattered all through it

Rome bas a population of 500,000 inhabitauts. It |s entered
by fifteen gutes; has 360 churches, forty-six publle squares and
twelve principsl feuntalos which adorn and provide the clty with
waler. The River Tiber was much larger and cleaner than I had
expected to see |t

was alto-
The climate

Rome has splendid public and private modern bulldings, gigan-
tic and ertful structures erected In the middle ages and colossal
ruins that date back to the Caesars. It has without doubt the most
magnificent church bulldings in the world; as St. John Latersn, with
ity baptistry and Sealn Bacrn; St, Paul's, outside of the ety walls;
Bt. Marla Maggiore, ete., and St. Peter's, at the head of the st
Pletures of 8t. Pater's, Including the Colonuades on both sides of the
plasa, make the great bullding look much smaller than it really la.
As you approach the main bulldisg {lu maguificent proportions
stand out more definitely and clearly {n their true greatness. When
you enter the church, look around and sbout you, the whole inside
sructure appears simply stupendous, And when you take a jour-

{Continued oa Page Seven.)

' KING OSCAR OF SWEDHEN,

and bark. Peasant girls In native costume presided over Lhese dis-
plays and gave the visitor a glimpse of the picturesque garb now fast
disappearing before the prosalc dress of the clties. , At Skansen, In
the “suburbs of Stockholm, and at a few of the enterprising stores
this qualnt costume may still be seen, but It Is not generally worn
now even in the country.

There is a gallery at Norrkoping exposition where one may see
a collection of Bwedlsh and Danish art, the pictures not only por-
trayving the famiMar features and flaxen hair of the north, but re-
calling the long nights and the winter scenes of that latitude.

Sweden was & ploneer in the matter of universal education and
has at Upsala a state university founded In 1477—15 years before
Columbus salled for America. She has also had a college of medi-
cine for more than a hundred years and her sons have taken high
rank in all the departments of sclence, Her grammar schools run
back to the time of Gustave Adolphus, and her common school sys-
tem is almost as old. She has given to the world, among other
things, the Sloyd system of teaching, which combines manual train-
ing with mental instruction. Sweden has shown by her prominence
in Ul “ature, sclence, art and music that the higher altitudes do
not ¢hill the imagination or repress genlus, and yet the country la
even more noted for the high average of intelligence among the
people than for the extraordinary accomplishments of a few.

The Swedish language contains so many words that resemble the
English that the 8wediash newspaper looks much more tamiliAr than
the Greek or Russian, but it {s not always safe to rely upon the slm-
llarity In spelling For Instance, “rum' means room, and when
it appears in a window or on a door, it |s only an Innocent announce-
ment that travelers can find.accommodation within. The word
“bad” means bath, and “bad rum,” therefore, {8 a familar slgn In
hotels.

Sweden’s Political Problem

Sweden has her political problems, like all the other nations, and
just now her people are absorbed in the question of extending the
suffrage, The upper house Is an arlstocratic body composed of
representatives of the wealthier classes. In electing members of
this body a rich man's vote counts for more than a poor man's vote,
it belng possible for the richest person to have about ten times as
many voles as the poorest, As might be expected, the upper house
is conservative and slands in the way of some of the reforms pro-
posed by the more popular branch. \

The last ministry was a liberal one, but resigned when the upper
house defeated the measure for the extension of the suffrage. The
new ministry bhas at its head Mr. Lindmann, a business man, who
represents the commerclal and conservative element, and his party
fs willing to accept an extenslon of the franchise provided it Is
coupled with minority representation, the alm being to Inecrease the
conservative strength In the lower house {n order to protect the
upper house from attack. The conservatives fear, and not with-
oul reason, that an overwhelming liberal majority in the popular
branch would soon endanger an arlstocratic character, if not the
very existence of the upper house. The wsituation s interesting in
that it indicates the growth of radicallsm in the country. The
conservatives recognize thls and are prepared to make concessions;
they hope to retard the progress of the movement, but realize that
they cannot defeat it entirely.

Industrial questions are recelving consideration in Bwaden; laws
concerning child labor have been enancted, accident Insurance has
been provided, and an old age pension is belng discussed. Attan~
tion is also belng given to the housing problem in the cities, to
farm nllotments and to the establishment of labor bureaus and
boards of arbitration. The Gothenburg licemse system is in oper-
ation in Sweden, under which the sale of liguor, whare the sale la
not entirely prohibited, is in the hands of semi-official corporations,
Whether this system s responsible for it or not may bs open to
question, but statistics show that there has been a large decrease
in the sale of beverages containing a high percentage of aleohol.

Visit to King Oscar 1I.

By the courtesy of the Amerlcan minister, Colonel Graves, 1 had
an opportunity to pay my reapects to King Osear 11 I was gind
to d'-.' 80 for two reasons: First, because so many of his former sub-
Ject# have become American eitizens; and second, because of the
honorable part he played in the recept erisls which resuited in the
separation of Bweden and Norway. Ho is of powerful frame, and
though 77 years old would pass for & much FOULEEr mun

; He has
@ kindly face and rides about the city without a Euard, A more
ambitlous monarch would have met Norway's demand with armed
resistance, but he, recognizing that the holding of Norway against

the will of the people would involve his country In perpetual strife
advocated a peaceful separation provided the people of Norw:;r
asked for it In unmistakable terms,

For thirty years he has been the soverelgn of both, and in his old
age he could not bear Lo see the two countries éngaged in a bloody
confllct, He is just now criticised by some who did not become
sangulnary untll all prospect of war was nast, but he has the con-

solation of knowing that bis critics are not only alive, but have

wo dead velalives to mourn. Had be plunged his country {nto war

his critics could remind him of vacant chairs at the fireside.
King Oscar has in a most practical way proved himself to be a

promoter of peace and ms such deserves the prize offered by that

great Swedish chemist, Alfred Nobel By giving consplcuous ap-

proval to his course, the trustees of the Nobel fund may be able to
encourage other sovereigns to imitar .« him.

o ACapyright. 1506.),

W. L BETAN,
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