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Erastus A. Benson, Republican Candidate for Mayor of

RASTUS A. BENSON, republioan
mavoralty candldats and the first
In Omena selbcted By the direct
votes of the mambers of hila parly,
s 0 thoroughly on reoord about

AR viewn amd coaviclions conderming mu-

nicipal government that bo ahould be well

understood, He has sdd many tmes in
differsnt und amplified lnnguage that he

i» oppowsed to all kinds of grafi according

to the widest interpretation of that €lastio

word, that he Jfavors the enforcement of
the lnws to all egnoertied alike, and that
he belioves in city ownership of public
utliitien, and, withoot that, requiring thoe
public service corporations 10 treat the
peaples falirly

Mr, Bonson himsolf In the subject to be

dealt with here. The real Erastus A. Bon-
pon is, wccording to his Friends, a good
many lurlongs removed from the esthetic
Puritan his foes would have him belleved,
It is true that ho one has dug up any scan-
dal wurih quoting from hLis private life, nor
ascertalned that he commitied any crimes
In hin business and public career. Although
he bas studled mutters of oty government
closely for tem yeara, and his home s Iit-
tered with books, pamphlets and magasines
on the subject, and he has travelsd exten-
pively througliout the United Btstes, Can-
ada and Mexico and visited practically
every large €ty on the continent, he has
uaver held public oMos.

—_——

American for Many Gemerations.

When bhla forefathers emlgrated f[rom
England during the reign of King Janos
in the seventeenth cenlury they picked out
Virginia for an ablding place and passed
up Plymouth Rock. The Bensous, who o
the dim ages sometime had originally bhalied
from Bweden, i ged to et along without
greal moral discomfort tn free and easy
old Vieginla upt!l the futher of the mayor-
Alty eandidule gol Lo advocaling Lthe cuubes
of the nlaves too hard, It was lntlmated to
him wvery pleinly that f he placed any
valuye on his mortal exlitencs bhe would do
well to vaocstas thowe parts. Rather than
try to fight It out mlone, he camoe west to
lllinols and later Into lowa, setiling on &
farm near Grand View, wiere the mayor-
ally candidate was boern. During the rov-
olution mseveril of the Benson ancestors
were Puritanical enough to take & hand In
It.and werup & bit for a new fag. The
grandfather of hiv mother was a French-
man and he came o this country to bear a
hand in the revalution, and, fnding him-
selt on the winning nside, stayed.

—_—
Pirth and Boyhood of Benson.

The birth of Erastus A. Benson oocurred
April 27, 184, and he was, thurefore, but &
jad when tho wur of the rebellion began,
The futher who had lefi his Virginia howmne
because of sympathy | the siaves was
unable te go to the front himeelf, but he
sant throe sons, elder brothers of Erastus.
The latter says he remembers when a tod-
dler of 6 seeing his futher ciaried to the
polls to vote for Abraham Lincoln in 1580,
The elder Benson was & voary slock and
eripplod man and his e was despalred of,
but he insisted upon vollng and was taken
to the polling place and Lhe box moved
out from the little store that held It so he
might drop in his ballot. With the elder
brothers in the war and his father disabed
Erastus caught an early share of reapun-
sibilities and hard work on the farm.

Whon old enough he went to Grand View
sondemy and later worked his way through
the Wealeyan university at Mount Pleasant,
Ia, and a year at the State universicy at
lows City. He taught country schools part
of the time and worked in the bFarvest
felds and elsewhere on the farm during
vaonjion. ¥e was about 20 yéars old when
hs completed hia sohooling at Irwa City
and immediatdly anccepted o position as
principal of the high school and superin-
tendent of schools at Wapello, the county
seat of his native county, Lou'sa.

His connection with this pisition has a
bit of Interest attached. The superintend.
ent at Wapells had bean forced to resign
by a gang of young rufzas In the school,
some of them 28 and M years old. Young
Bensan at Iowa City had gained some-
thing of a reputelion as an athlete. He
held the recosds fer the jumps and had
other feat* to his oredit. The firat day he
oMelatzca at Wapello was peaceful, That
sverung on hin way home hoe met several
ol his older puplils enguged In & jumping
match close by the schoolhouss. They In-
vited him, net knowing of his accomplinh-
ment®, and ke accepted. He outjumped
them »o far that they concluded the new
superintendent was a man of soch physi-
cal prowess that there was no hint of
an spoounter during the two and one-half
years he presided over the schools of the
town,

g

Law und Real Estate.

Young Benson was too ambitlous to re-
miln a country sohool teacher. He studied
law atl odd hours and sbout 178 jolned
his brother who was practicing the pro-
feselon at Dmvenport. He was admitted
to the Iowa bar, but 4did not proceed far
along legal lines, drifting largely by elir-
cumstances Into the real estate husinems,
A syndicats plnced conslderable money In
his hands for the purchass of farm Ianda
in Towa and Nebranska, and it was on miss

| sona of this kind that he Arst became ne-
quaintad with Nebraska and Omaha. Ha
| mada frequent trips nlwayns passing through
and usually stopping off at Omaha. He re-
mained in Davenport until June, 1888, when,
having Investments on his own respon-
aibility at Omahba, he moved hers with his
| famlly.

Bincs then Mr Banson has been a loca)
veal estate man, dolng UHttle commission
and no rental business, byt buying and
mlliing for himeelf and in partnershio with
othors. Hin first big deal was the purchawse
and laring out of the suburb to the north.
west that bears his name.  Hisa ho'dires
originally were 2 acres. Most of this
property has been sold. but he retalne
fAbout 38 lots, He built 4 strert raliway
to PBenson as A maans of Indnsiag home
awnera 1o looate thers, onepmted 1t dosing
the Bard times himuelf at n loex of atoye
$O.000 In order to kesn falth with the nen-
ple ha had w0ld lots to and Inter srranged
o turn It over to the »street rallway
compeany.

— e
Through Proaperity aund Adversity,

Bapnson s now boasting of a population

of 28 Many of the lots wore sold on
ey paymants to men of smoall means
who wanted to own their own homes

The years of bleaknesy and  despalr
followed, but It s part of Mr. Benmon's
most treasured pride to say that be never
foreciceed & mortgage whers & man wanlod
1o retaln hLis place and bas not foreclomed
& mertgage In any contingency for ten
yeara. 1o the contrary, miany stories are

told by othears of his lenlency and gen

Iavalid and for seven years he pald noi

terest to give the man 4 new start

erosity, One mall clerk relates how he
bought &4 hame to be pald for af the
rate of 855 a month. Hiz wife become an
ing. Finally the wite died and (he clevk
found be owed all the primecipal amd 1271
tnterest, No demunds had been made upon
him for elther. Mr. Bensan cancellsd the
cuntract and receipted in full for the In-

AL the ssme time the period of depres-
slon also caught Nr. Beason hard His the federal lroups for this district, com-
losses entsiled hy he fallure of banks priving (he states of Sinalos. Booors and
end shrinkage of really values mounied Lower Califoruis, e hss one of the finest
tste the hundreds of thoussnds He bad aand most besutiful residences in this city,

bought Brigge Place, & tract lying be-
tween Forty-second street and the clty
limits and from Harnesy street tn Capitol
avenue and bullt and sold about thirty
bomes there, only to be forced to lJoge
practioally mll he had put Into it. Hut
be set his teeth and weathered the storm,
coming through the hard times shaken
and a loper, but not destroyed. 8ince then
he has recoversd much of the ground
lost and s today & man of large means
in axcellent fnanclal condition. He_ de-
clares that If he goes Into the mayor'a
ofMice he will do so at a financial sacrifice
far In excess of the salary pald by the
aity.
st X
Work for the City's Growth,

During his twenty years' realdence here,
benides his direct personal interest in de-
veloping Omaha and its suburbs Mr, Ben-
son has been actively iInterested In many
movements designed to benefit the elty.
A friend of his sald the other day:

“l cannot remember & single movement
of consequence that pertained to the up-
bullding or the Interest of Omaha, whether
ft be such things as the Auditorium, the
Grain Exchange, the Young Men's Chris-
tian assoclation or hospitals and churches,
that Mr, Benson has not assisted in some
Wy He bhas contributad practically to
everyvthing of this character and has
rerved on numercus ocommittees and In
muny organizutions. His interest and phil-
anthrophy have extended beyond the usual
baunds,

Mr. Benson donated half the ground, or
twenty-four jots, to the 8. James Or-
phanage at Benson, & Cathollo Institu-
tion, recelving the general support of the
community He was one of the leaders
im the offort that secured the Juvenlls
court law, served on the gencral commit-
teo that supporied the measure and per-
sanally appeated before the leglsinture In

ERASTUS A BENSON.

ita behalf. He Ia Intensely interested In
the juvenile court and itsa workings and
belloves its mission Is very important and
the work done among children of inestl-
mable value,

Mtr., Benson might lay successful claim
to belng the sponsor of the eity beautiful"
movement in Omaha. He originatad, helped
to form and waos the chairman of the tree-
planting committes In 188 This was hefore
the days of Improvement clubs and It wWas
their forerunner. The committes planted
over 3,000 trees of different kinds In wvarl-
ous parts of the city and along country
roads. Most of them survive today, beau-
titul monuments to the effort. Only three
years ago Mr. Benson was one of the or-
ganigers of the Omaha Improvement
Ieague which undertook to stimulate the
beautification ldea and aoccomplished =
great deal He served as chairman of
the ways and means commitiee which col-
lected the cash pald to chlidren as prizes
for gardens and the care of lawns

The Commercial club nnd the Real En-
tate exchange number Mr, Benson among
thelr charter members and he belongs to
both organisations today. He was ths first
president of the exchange and served in
this capacily several years. The Ak-Bar-
Ben has . included him among s loyal
knights from the day of s Inception.
He 18 an Bik and an Odd Fellow and a
member of numberiess other organizations
of publie and semi-public character,

S
Personality of the Man.

Personal contact with Mr. Benson is the
surest and guickest way to get acguainted
with his characteristics. Bome years ago
Preaident Hadley of Yale undertook to de-
fine tho slements cenalming a gentleman &s
those that gave consideration to the rights
of the gther person first. People get Lhia
impression from mesting Mr. Benson. Ho
has the alr of both a student and & boldler

|

The outlinea of Iis face suggest both and
his bearing a military mind and traloing.
His Mbrary at his home has proved too
amall for his books and they are piled In
every room In the houss. His collegtion (s
particularly complete In histories and books
of reference. Munitipal problema have In-
torested him for years: The nature of his
calling foreed the consideration of wsush
subjects upon him and he found them to
his tasts Clty government s n favorite
study and conversationnl theme. [In. visit-
ing other ecitles Ingulry Into the loeal gov-
ernment has been his hobby He I never
at o loms to discuss themes beuring on or
relating to the subject.
[——
The Family Resldence,

In 1589 Mr. BHenson bullt his comfortable
home at 476 Dodge street, where he has
brought up & family of five children—
Ben, aged 21, and Grant, aged 20, who are
students at Ballevue college; Mabel, aged
15, who Is In the Bacred Hoart academy;
Margle, aged 16, a high school student,
and Newman, aged 13, still in the grades
at Baunders school. The  grounds around
the Benson home are commodious and part
of them has long been the playground of
the neilghborhood children. This is exactly
as the owner wishes and the more foot ball
and base ball games played thers the bettor
he lNkes It.

Mr. Benson Is not a man of fade His
principal recreations are seafding and con-
versation. He smokes & good many clgars, ta
not a teetotaler, although n member of the
board of trustees and a4 supporter of the
Mrst Methodist churchh, He s a man of
fluent and easy addresa, eapable of sponk-
ing well extamporaneously when required.
His 1dsas and conclusions are gqulckly ar-
rived at and clearly expressed. Ha Ia tol-
emant in argument and always desires the
other men's reasoning presented first.
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ERABTUS A.

HENBON AT HOME WITH ONE OF HIS SONS AND HIS TWO DAUGHTERS,

HERMOSILLO, Mexlco, Aprl §—
(Bpecial Correspondence of “Tne
Bee, )~ After a night's ravel (rom

I‘A‘.l!t Nogules, Aria., we dlglve at ¢

QR o'clock at the town of Hermon.llo,

wnd wfter & breakfust at tie loading hoiel we

BFe icddys for a day of pleasure. We sne

EAge A carviage at the sum of B (Mexlcan)

an hour and are rapidly driven around

the town and suburbs Our first visit ls

o the government palace, a largs bullding

of brick and cement, made to represent

mnrble, and guite an lmposing structure.

On ontering you fnd yourself in & large

patio, which s Wled with trees and Nowers

There In alsw & grand stalrcese of marble,

and brupnse stalecy decoraie the landinga

Hero are found all the munivipal offices

and through Lthe courwsy of ovhe of the

offivialys we were shown through e en-
tire bulding
In fromt of the paluce I» Lthe Plassa Zara-

Eost, & beautiful park filled with sll man.
nes of troploal piants, aweetl amelling and
rickly colored as wre all Uopical Nowers, It
makes & besutiful and pleasant acens, and
st night when all Is Ughted up by eloc-
tricity, and the reglmenial band i playing,
It makes a woene really besutiful, as the
rich colorings of the flowers and the beaytl-
ful costumes of Lthe senorites, maks & pever
ernding panorainsg and a never forgotien
aene.

H

- —
Genernl Torrea' Home,
Our npext trip was to the residence of
Geperal Luls K Torres, commander of all

and his hospitality will never be forgotten.
Wae then went to see the old cathedral, an
unfinished structure, the seat of the bishop-
ric of Bovora, and which, when finlshed,
will be one of the most Imposing bulldings
in this part of the world. Our next trip
wias to the penltentiary, & massive jot of
bulldings, just about Anished, whers we
raw nbout 30 Yaqul Indians who are to be
ahipped to Yucatan, where several thou-
sand have already bean sent, the govern.
meant desiring to get them as far away
from hare as possible, as they are deter-
mined to do all tha mischief they can. At
présant. after behaving for some timas, they
are agaln making trouble, killing and rob-
bing wherever possible. The government
hopos by the end of this year to be well
rid of the entire tribe

Our mnext trip was to the water works,
bullt om the side of a mountaln which skirts
the town., The water (s beautifully cleat
and free from alkall

—_—f—

Hermaosilla a Moderm City.

Hermoslllo la quite & modern town, hav-
ng electrio Hights, strest cars, cement mide-
walks, macadamised wstreets, telephones
and many other improvements. We also
pald & visit to the govarnor of the stats,
Honorabla Rafael Ysabal, a very pleasant
official, who showed us every oourtesy.
The hotels here are all modern and up-to-
date and the Inrge business heuses carry
very large stocks of merchandiss. Amer.
foans ars well representad herd In the
state and have At least §4.000 000 investead

Our next stop from Harmosillo was Guay-
mas, about ninety miles south on the
Bonoes rallway, and sltusted ou & bay of

{'.
\

the same name. It i#» a town of about
1000 inhabitants, and les at the head of
one of the prettiest landlocked bays on
the western continent. The elty Is ald and
quaint, but with the bullding of the new
raliroad from that point to Guadalajara,
and the bullding of the smelter, Guaymas
will make one of the most important cities
in the republic, A blg modern hotel, which
Is to be bullt by New York parties, will
make Guaymas a formidable rival for
Callfornla ns & winter renart, an the wint+-g
here are mild, the climate v mugnifonnt
and boating:. fishing and hunting ocan be

Interesting Sights and Scenes in a Famous Mexican City

Indulged in to the heart's content Fiah
abound In the bay and such game as
rabbita, duck, quuil, erune, ete, are In
sbundance.

imdustries of Somora.

Mining has been the ohlef mainstay of
the stats, but the uprising of the Yaguils
bas foreed many mines to shut down for
the present Farming Is alse carried on
to a great extent, and the new rallroad ls
opening up & section of tha country alpng
the Yaqul river. which s conaldered by ax-
peria to be one of the finest and richast
in the worid Everything oan be riised
with very litle care and attention, and of
mgst cervals two crope can bhe malsed a
yehr. LOUIS HOSTETTER

A New Zealand Law

lnNole“hdﬁnumrh
compeliod, by law, W/ gall his property Lo
the government al fs valuation he places
o8 & for tazdlivn




