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THE WORK

Nouthing conld more foreibly Dlustrate
the resources nnd organieing eficlency
of the twentieth century world than the
manier in which the people of this coun-
try are meeting the earthgunke emer-
geney In 8an Franelaco, In the absence
of modern means of communieation the
consequonces  of such a eatastrophe
would be even more tervible than the
immediate destruction of property and
fe, tremendons ne that has been. In
all groat historie disasters of the same
character, the direst effects have been

In thelr wake to make the fate of those
whom summary destrnction overtook
soom merciful ln eomparigson with that
of those who susvived only to fall vie-
time of more lingering horrors,

But the eéarthquake prosirating a
great city and fnztantly depriving irs
hundreds of thousands of inhabitants of
shelter, food and all ordinery means of
subsistence, was uot more swift than
the message that earrled the tidlings of
enlnmity from one end of the country
to the other. And the flames had
hardly begun to complete the vast ruin
hefore every resource of private and
public benevolence, every power and
fudlityr of soclal organization was
brought fnto play to relieve and rescue
the sufferers. 7The rallroad and the
telograph bring them almost within
arm’'s reach of the sympathetie people
of the whole country.

Yet to eollect from the thousands of
cltles and towns the food, elothing and
means of shelter, to trausport these
things acrose the continent, to distribute
them to the multitude In nead, and to
do all this fu time to relieve them of
hunger sod suffering 18 an  enarmous
task. It Is not possible to meet every
want, but everything that Iy possible
Is belng and will be done, Organizing
eapacity, employed to the utmost to
meet this sudden emergency, Is accom-
plishing feats that are lttle short of
miraculous,

The basis of system at once furnished
by the regular army and loeal authori-
ties at Ban Franclsco is already belng
rapldly extended with outside co-opera-
tion, and in an amaxingly short time
the supplies now pouring in from all

Huave you contributed to the rellef
fund for the earthquake victims? Every
littie helps.

1. required somethlug unususl to
drown popular surprise over the holding
of traffic manngers to trinl at Kansas
City.

The sclentlst who discovered that the
greatest earthquuke shock was at Palo
Alto wak not guuglog his estlnate from
DUWEpRPer reporis.

Adviees from Los Angeles would indi.
cate the state of the publie mind to
be such that the discharge of a shotgun
might precipitate a panic

In mising money and rushing sup-
plier 10 San Francisco there Is some
danger of forgetting Santn Rosa and
some other places needing rellef.

Having been gusranteed immunity by
hoth preseat and prospective mayors,
the umpire may ecall thme for the Sun-
day ball gnme nx soon as he pleases,

Those absentee clty councllmen may
come back with full assurnnce that
thoy can draw thelr pay to the end of
thelr terms without being overworked.

Springfield, Mo., lynchers are doubt-
less gratefnl for anything which turns
the eye of Governar Folk away from
them until hig Indignation has had time
to subside,

Omaba contributes $10,000 in one day
to the vietlms of the earthquake and
the next day Kansas City announces
that it will sell supplies to contributors
ut the usual rate,

8an Fraopclsco people will some day
take an unboly but natural delight in
puying thosé bukers who Incrensed the
priee of bread to 81 a lonf the day afte
the disaster back in thelr own coln.

The famine-threatened people of Oall
<fornian will have an opportunity to
sutinte their hunger from the surplus
products of Nebraska, lowa and adjoln-
Ing states, which every year ralse
enough to feed the whole nation.

Ton thousand dollars for the privilege
of beating a rival to a contract for
bauling goods is a higher price to pay
than most trafflc managers can afford.
The divectors will be expected to reim-
burse them at the expense of the sfock-
holders.

quarters will reach the needy with cer-
tainty and regularity, Buch a rescue
could not bave happened in any other
uge, A century ago a like disaster
would have mennt unescapnble death by
hunger and disense to unnumbered thou-
sands who will now be saved.

SAN PRANCISCO'S FIRE INSURANCE.

It Is too soon to estimate nearer than
within the most general outlines the
property losses in San Francisco, and
the means of rebullding the clty, The
commingling of the worst effects of
earthguake and fire throws some doubt
upon the amount of insurance that will
be avallable, Where there bas been
great disaster from fire alone, the cnl
culation Is much =impler, involving the
amount of Insuranee and the resources
of the lusurance companies.

The vital point of course i& promptl-
Wide of settlement, and It may be as-
sumed that the companfes will leayve
nothlog undone to ascertaln speedily
and place at the disposal of the property
owners the pmounts that are to be paid.
Even a less amount If promptly set-
tied and forthcoming would be of far
grenter asslstance than money pald after
long uncertalnty and delay. 'The same
Impulse to which the whole country
responds In rendering quick ald may
be counted on to move the insurance
companies to diligence in settlement.

Likewlse the [udications among in-
surance authoritics of a spirit to make
a liberal settlement will be universally
applanded, From any polnt of view
the burden that will fall upon the com-
panles [z tremendous, but if ever there
wag a ealumity ealling for the ex-
haustion of every Insurance Mesource it
18 the loss that has hefallen San Fran-
cisco, In a substantinl way the whole
country Is voluntarily assessing ltself to
repair the loss and to meet the more
immediate and pressing necessities of
the case,

Bo sweeping and entire hag been the
destruction that all possible means of
rebuflding will be little enough. The
elty will be rebuilt, and its people nre
already bravely and with charncteristic
Awerienn energy beginning to address
themselves to that task, and it is up to
the Insurance companies in the fullest
sense to do thelr duty.

A LESSON FOR BUILDERS.
The disaster at San Franelsco tenches
thnt \\'Illh!I no  foregight c¢an  guard
agoninst deamage by earihguake, the re-

Miners who reject a prososition to
urbltrate matters in the Sitaninons fdeld

bave no logleal right 10 aob et tis the
same position taken by cuergtors o
the anthracite district Arbiteation
seems 1o be popular for  elther side

chlefly when It Is known opponents will
nol aecept,

It is unfortunate that John Sharp
Williams could not have walted to hegin
hils campalgn for the admission of Okla-
homa until after the bill to give Ne-
bhraskn volunteers standing ingihe pen-
sion office had passed the house, Belng
one of the reilably republican stutes
Nebraska has no hope of favors at the
hands of the minority,

The affirmation of the coastitution-
ality of the ilnherltance tax lnw Ly the
Nebraska supreme court wirns people
about to die In this state v Agure on
leaving & slice of thelr property for the
tax gatherer The enactment
law by the lost legislature, however,
providing for a redistribution of the in-

of the |

slsting powers of structural bulldings
to fire depend largely upon material and
methods. Ak the great Baltimore
fire, so in the BEnpn Franclseo five, cer
taln types of bulldings seem to have
withstood the fames much more sue-
L‘fsnmn_\' than others. A general con-
| flagration sweeps all before i, but the
| ordinary fire In o large clty follows the
lines of least resistance and eats up
first the diwsiesr tinder boxes as disiin-
gulshed from bulldings of sulptantial
construction.

Omaba, which & even now In the
midst of a wveritable bollding boom,
shionld take heed of these warnings to
strengthen s bullding regulntions and
insist ppon strict enforcement of them,
The department of bullding Inspection
in this and other growing cltles Is al-
ready one of the

1]

most  Important

hragches of wunfclpal governmont and | varions regular and extra editlons speak |

prowises to become mare and wore fm-
portant as imeé goes on. Adequate and
thorough inspection of bullding econ-
etruction |s absolutely necessary for the
protection of both lfe Ald property and

the famine and pestilence which follows !

heritance tax oollections back to the | the constant need of a competent and  raising sisal hemp, Filipinos have an. |followed sult by securing a new charter

counties from Which they come l'mnm'u! fearless inspection must be impressed | other excuse for asking tariff conces |"“

one of the objectionable features of the ' stronger and stronger upon the publie | slons at the habds of the Unlted States

law as originally passed

«In the light of successiva catustrophes
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