THEIR

RO s the Omahan—who are these
people you on the streets
eveary dey, trudging to work In
the morning and home agaln ot
night, the thousands struggling

#ide by side In the battle for a Uvelihood?
Where did they all come from—for but a
smull percentage of the population was
barn in the elty?

The reply to the questions develop & great
many Interesting f(acts 80 far as the
study of languuges and peoples 18 con-
corned, It Is almost am good am a trip
around the world, Feor, place your finger
on almost any portion of the inhabited
glo and you ean find some person fnow
a resldent of Omaha and numbered among
ita growing thousands, who was horn on
that spat or not far from It. He will he
ahle, If you question him, to tell you svery
detall about that spot, what {ts people da,
how they dresa, or anything you would like
to know, And he could iell it In the
langunge spoken there better, perhaps, than
in English, and while he s telling It, thers
is apt to be a lnok of fond recollection,
mingled with a deal of sadness, in his eye.
His skin may be swarthy or it may be
falr, his eyes bilnck as night or blue as the
aky In day—that depends upon where you
place your finger—but he ia here In Omaha.
If your finger I8 on the other side of the
world from our land, he had a long way
to come, and when he came 1t In lkely he
had much troublse m makihg those he found
here undarmtand the jumble of soundas he
uttered as sprech. He came at the same
time as another and as many others on
opposite mides of the earth, wholly without
his knowledge, were starting out for the
same destination He and they broke
awny from the thousands of years of com-
panionship, habits and similnrity of tomgus,
and, gulded by the directions on thelr
tickets, struck out for the new world to
eventoally ioln ench other here as though
by prearrangement, and, hand In hand
amid new surroundings and new modes of
life, take part In the malntenance of a4 new
govarnment partly of thelr own making.

- —_
Natlonal Peenlin ex Not Lont.

But they brought with them the pecu-
s laritien that charmoterized them from sach
other before they met. They still retaln
In & large measurs the habita, thoughta,
raligion and tongue of theilr fathera, their
fathers' fithera and all befors them,

Over the water these forelgners  have
come for years, and many  thousands of
them bave ocome to Omahna. Bome arrvived
with large families of wondering children,
while others, mere boys, came alone, leay.
ing a sweetheart behind to be sent for
when fortune should hegin to smilea They
found. a few of thelr own people ahead of
them, but Rny whom they had never seen
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One of the Popular Musical S

N THE ate fall of 1908 a small
group of young men, under wva.
rled difficulties, succeeded In or-
ganlkihg what has sin Lecome
popularly known as the High

chiool Detet. The present organization is
the outgrowth of last year's ootet and of
the High School Glee club, Walter Huft-
man’ his been Lthe mowing factor In ore-
sting this typlcally high school organiga-
tlon, Jo Bartgn has rendered all assist-
ance possible to this group of young men

ANCESTORS BERVED UNDER CAESAR.

or known of except in books From the
far north, where lee and snow always axist,
they have come to greet the man from
sunny climes, where snow and lce is never
soen, Lo call him fellow ¢ltizgen and brother,
Thelr children meet In same school
room @and talk to each er in the new
tongue they are learning, never thinking
to wondoer at the strange chanee thal bhas
brought them thus together when they
might be a0 far apart, learning to read and
wiite other langunges
‘5. —
Many Settle in Coloniens,

These are o large share of Omaha's pop-
viation and give the oity that part which
In exlled palyglot Altracted by promisa
of employment at wages unattalnable at
homo, they have braved the many hard-
ships and disadvantages and are now ob-
Jects of much Interest. Those who came
at the instance of friends or relatives gone
before have set up homes pedr their kind,
while those who came ungulded have not
been long In loeating their own people and
becoming nelghbors to them. The resuit
hos bean the formation of colonies—Iittie
pattiements tuking on many of the features
and oddities of old country villages, where
the mother tongue Is heard as prominently
a8 Is English in other parts of the eity.

A vislt to one of these settlements Is like
a striking pleture of forelgn land scones,
with the language and atmosphere thrown
In. They have not all huddled together,
ench nation by 1tself, for Insome parts of
the clty one may be able to hear a Jumbie
of languages aven in the same houss, where
families of widely differing extraction llve
nelghbors or occupy the same bullding.
of All Natlonns,

The street miving the greatest diversity
of natlonalities among s Inhabitants Is
South Thirteenth street. Here Poles, Gor-
mans, Jews, Scandinavians, Syrians, Ital-
ione and a few from almost every other
land on the map, live side by slde, chii-
dron mingling promiscuously and porplex-
ingly, all striving to get along as well Ls
posaible under the clreumstances, Clashes
are, of course, not Infrequent, but because
of the mutual Interest. lttie joalounies and
“International complications® rody
80 as not o Interfere greatly with
general welfare The "mutual Interests'
are the muking of homes under adverae
conditions, the educating of children so
they may grow up with the advantages of
the Americans, not obliged to work and
nlave as the parents have to do, and Aght-
Ing the handleap of strange surroundings
and unwieldly language.

Street

are

Down In “Lint Timly."™
But in other sections certuin natlions of
Europe are represented by solid  selils-

in his professional eapacity, and under his
exoellent direction the oetet has mado rapld
sirides In the direction of wAcuestioned
BUCCCSs At numerous and VRMed func-
tions of high school Iife and otherwise the
getet has continually been In demand and
has more than frequently met the exacting
requirements of thelr criticeal audience In
creditable manner On April B
a musical will bo gliven by (his organis-
tion at which. aside from the octet, dis-
ungulshed musiciapns of the city will take
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OMAHA HIGH BCHOOL OCTET.
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villages of the old world aro
even a0 far s architecture
Huddlsd along the mllroad
toward South Omaha and along
South Twentis'y street In the vieinity of
Plerce st , can b secn the transplanted
Itdians, Byrians and Biclllane with thelr
Mack, plercing eyes and dark halr., 'The
houses In which the live are unpret
tious, belng for the most part e mo
than shacks, but the forelgn atmosphere
ia there the minute you set foor in the
district The women are a hard-working
#8, doing much of the work
while the men folks—usually frult peddlers
and petty merchants, railrond wnd street
Inborere, sarn what they ( support
their usually large familles, Theso peuple
are perhaps the most {ntaresting of all
foraigners to the avernge American, In
the old country it means dig and soratoh
for every member of the family to get food
and clothing and the old folke here cinnot
let g0 this necessary habit of genarations,
It % by no means an unusual thing to see
a short, old-looking and wrinkled woman
“toting” & huge load of something on ner
head, at times steadying It with one hand,
but more often, so expert at this

outl oaor

to

Is she

ocieties of the Omaha High School

part. A most elaborate program has been
arranged, wideoly diversified and fully cal-
culated o meet the demunds of everyone.
The Crelghton University auditorlum has
been secured for the evening Admisslon
will be by tickets at 2 centa ench,
The membersa of the octel (rom
Jeft are Messrs. W, 1. Hoffman, G.
H Roe, F. Hoffrpan, R, Anderson, B. Me-
Cullough, W. Wickman and J. Dorward
H Thom, accompanist, s sealed in the
oenter.

right o
Iianrnes,

MADONNA OF LITTLE ITALY.

THE OMAHA TLLUSTRATED BEE.

manner of carrying heavy loads, balancing
it per ks along, head rigid
and shoulders moaving, Indiun fashion, Thea
load on her head may be ¢s Lo wash,
or sticks of wood which she has pleked
up somowhere and tied tog er into m
Inrge bundle nimost too heavy for an ordi-
nary moan to carry ln the usunl nanner.
Thie s one way in which the women help
save A few cents ¢h day to mukes & total
of doliars iy While they appear
to be old they r not h
0 yearn, for they are of the
yapidly But very
they are really old, for the
expert through years of ex
able to bring home enough ocast-s
ticlea In this manner to ¢ than
pay for thelr “keep” and iIr age al-
most unfits them for other work. ASs they
piass with their burdens, thelr dark foces
showing from beneath, they are plwiays ob-
Jeets of curlosity. Every movement of thelr
bodles, every (lash from ¢ Jot-black
eyen, breathe of forelgn lands and strange
Customn

Not all of them, however,
dark-complexioned type. There Ia & blond
class of Italinns, and some of these have
alse me to Omah In some wuys they
have different customs, but on the whole

in be distingulshed by thelr manners

of l,t\-'m,g and by the simllarity of talk.
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Others Cluster Along Tracks

The sectlon along the rallroad tracks Is
also shared with other peans, The
Bohemian and Polish have,
of them, taken possession of this
district In order to be nearer their work
And Poles abound Bheeloy
Mingled with these two nationalities are o
Ereal and Kot
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No Oficial Record Kept.
strange and wonderful  mixture

A would be { Interest
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Omaha Women Who Have Given Their Time to ¥. W. C.
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Cosmopolitan Omaha---A Modern City of Many M

April 15, 1008,

ingled Nationalities

DESCENDANTS OF GRECIAN HEROES WHO ARE BOOTBLACKS IN OMAHA

help and daring., 1t Is & good mixture, but

it will not show in the genaral populstion
gonerations yot. Bome ThAces
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RBURN M. BECKER,
lerman of Miwaukes,
4 David 8
strepuous

the boy
who de-
Rose, democral,
and In many
ue campalgn. A son
of a rich man a s politician for the fun of
it, he has devoted a good share of his timoe
to denouncing graft. He belleved, and the
results Indics that he I8 o that
that is a popular lssue just now. At the
outset of the camnpalgn he supplementad his
party's platform by publicly stating:

“Put me down as a supporter of any
movement agoainst graft. Thot's wherse 1
have always stood."”

Mayor Rose madé the fight of his life for
re-election, but underestimated the repub-
Hean candldnte’'s strength. Bome days ago
he fleclared Becker wus out of 1t But
while Rose was fighting the socialists In
front, Becker was flanking him In the Pol-
ish warda, The primafties showed that Rose
had lost strength In the FPolish distriots,
Becker want campalgning there < and
night, He maw the boys nt thelr Geturday
night daness, waltzed with the girls until
they ted for him, 1ollled™ the
old-tlmers until they were convinced that

g blood wns needed In mayor'a

nh andd

the

and breathing
"Elect me and

need more
down here.” he sald
shall have them.'
ught ta have Is more puhblio

he told another meeting

»m If 1 get there."

“You ars on schopl he in this
part of the clty 3 chililren shouid
have the =same apportunity that ours have
up on Prospect avenus,'” he sald the next
night, “Wait untll 1 am mayor: I'll see
that you g¥t whit you need™

But ha still had a trump card
Rrieove,

“1 am not one of

parks

R places
“You'll ha th

up his
thosa politicians who
wiint the offlce baen 1 need the money,”
night in the Polish warda, *1
am lucky and happen to haye a supply on
hand Tell you what I'll 4s If 1 pet
olected I will give (he palary that goes
with the oMce to charity."

he sald one

canvase nt the exponse of much
fatigue nnd Inconvenlence It

this unselfish, voluntary
women, cspecially of these
every department of the
since I founding,
Omaha organizatlon
point of tlys
porting Young V¥

tion In this country.
But the local women

assistance from a bulf dogen
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although seventh in
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national and

bﬁ.l;'a.ukoe Alderman Won the Mayorship

are continually being encroached upon,
clans are disrupted, the corroding Influ-
enoes  of assimilation always working
toward the creatlon of & new riace made up
of all others combined,

Hut meanwhile, and untll immigration
has long ceased, Omaha will be a clty of
many languages; and while a people of
but may be preferable, it will
lose Ite most Iinteresting features
when |t Ity conmopolitan population

one
one

loses

for bigger things than
He (asued a plat-

But Baoker nto
parks and bath houses,
form, in which he demanded n blig line
of Improvements necomplish what the
peaple want—a Greater Milwaukes., His
platform, like everything else he says, was
unfque for brevity., It waes printed for
distribution on 4 slip of paper slx by
thres Inchea under the line “Becker’'s Plat-
form,” and Is addressed “'to the voters of
Mllwaukes."

When Becker entered the field he was
laughed at and called the boy who wanted
the moon.

Tlecker's frst step was to announce
thit a Aally newspaper, Beoker's Bulle-
tin, would be published In hls advocacy.
Before the newspaper's first number was
published he and his auto had covered
the city thoroughly Bpeaking at noon
gatherings of workingmen, Becker went
back 1o his headqunar dinnarless, but
happy In promises of general support.

From the went to the “Bad
Lands,” where the noegro vole s oen-
tralized Encournged by promises there,
he would take & run to Little Italy, then

ot friends at headquarters, and dash
dress for dinner and appear at

social funct in the evening., to

1 & cotlllon in publie and to talk poli-
tlos on the side

ity

i

factories he

L]

During his onreer Becker has been globe
trotter, gold miner, wl lecturer to
W ehlldren on his vario experiences,

has recently em-
ar with the Tobacco trust, as

the head [ o local company which s
putting oul an anti-trust smoking tobaceo,

As pupervisor he saved the county $38,000
n year by exposing graft in printing ocon-
traots.

As plderman he took such
In the fire department that
n qulek<hitch apparatus in his
wash bolier arrnngement on the
an ex-horse show prige winning oart, and
provides hot e for firdmen when big
fires are In progress.—Mllwaukes papers
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A. Campaign

Atate of
have

eity,

secretaries
spent all
lending

the association that
or part of the time In the
their expericnce galned In
other campalgne to the ) | eftort.

And besldes these Lhere have been the
young women who have carried the elericul
wark snd Kept up the routine of the head-
quarters, giving thelr professionnl services,
which, if pald for, would have offset some
the
The

ol Imost erous subseriptions

campalgn is belng moast vigoroualy
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IN Y. W. C A BUILDING FUND CAMPAIGN.




