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REAL ESTATE MEN OF PAST

Individuals afld Firms Who Bezan with the
Oity's Urbaa Growth,

SOME EARLY DEALERS. IN OMAMA DIRT

—_—
Historie Names Conunsoted with the
Basiness and Some of the Ploncers
Stk Actively Edgaged in
the Work.

——

Except In a few years after the boom
was busted the handling of real estate in
Omaha has been a profitable business and
many fArme and Individurls heve engaged
In this business imce the first Jols were
lald out by the earllest Intiabitanta, . Bome
man who were fAirst om the field are still
In the olty and In active business, wiile
many others have come for a Ume to cast
thelr lot with the resaldents of the metropo-
la and some have followed tha well known
advice of “go west” and have continued
furthar to the west to open up now flalds.

The growth of Omahn has been steady
and the Intreass In the values ham been
mtendy, excopt for the sethack which the
crop fallures gave the clty after the boom
period, During that period 4 regular panio
existad for the purchass of real sltate and
avery one wanted to awn a lot, evem aar-
vani girls buying with a small advance
payment and pledging to pay so much per
week. The coming of the hard times wiped
out most of these equities, And a8 n conse-
quence most of the suburban property of
the gity went into the handa of eastern
people and others who hind bought the
paper on the inflatéed value of real estite,

Early List of Dealers.

A perusal of the directory of 1873 shows
8 list of men ns real estate denlers, many
of whom are well known to the people of
Omaha, The lst la small, Dartlett &
Smith Is the first irm. Wallace R. Bart.
lett was senlor member and s now In
Minneapolis, Rolland C. Smith, the other
membor, died about twenty years ago In
Omaha * Goorge P. Bemis Is next on the
et and I put in the directory thus:
“Hemls, George P., private secretary to
George Francis Train, N. P, A.. seécrstary
and genernl manager of the Credit Foncler
o) America; office and residence, Coxzens
house.'' The N. P, A. after George Francls
Traln's name meant “next prasident of
America.” Truln had delivered a lectura
nt Ann Abor, in which he had declared he
would be the next president, and had sakd
at that thme he had 6,000 lots In Omaha
which he could sell for $6.00 apivce and
ralsa money enough to carry him to the
presidency.

The Central Land company, located at
Twelfth and Farmam, wos a firm doing
business at that time. J. M. Marke, on
Twelfth strect, between Farnam and Doug-
Jus, was in the teal estate business. He
Jalways slgned his name, John Murchie
Clarke,

The next roal estate firm was In the
directory thus: *“Credit Foncler of Amer-
lca, George ¥ranols Train, president: G. P.
Boemis, secrstary and general muanager;
lurge Interesta In Omaha, Council Bluffs
and Columbus." A, Demarest was another
roal estate dealer at Gl Fourtesnth street,

The next entry in the directory was:
"Traln, George Francls, N. P. A (ownor

Jots, = hotel and ten other bulldings
in 1,000 lots in Counel]l Bl'ufts and
7,000 lots and & hotel tn Columbuk), Tepre-
sbnted by his private secretary and agent,
George P. Bemils, esq,, Cossens houwe.'

- Father of Shinn's Additlon,

In the next two years several other real
esiate dealera wore added to. the Omaha
colony, among these being Rev. Mowsom
8hinn. He wac & retred Methodiat preacher
when he came to Omaha and trecelved a
patent from the govarnment to.elghty acres
of land in the northern part of the cliy:
He sold this to a syndicate, which laid
off the Shinn additions and sold to the
public/ In signing a deed Mr., Bhlnn would
warranty the desd againat all individuais,
but weuld insist on a clause belng In-
serted that he would warrant agalnst any-
body except the United States.

Alfl. D. Jones, although the fArst post-
master of the ¢ity, wbo used his hat as a
pontofMice, was not put down as & real
wotate denler until 1576 He had assisted In
laying off the city, using his knowledge ns
un engineer, M. G. McKoon and H, H.
MeKoon were added to the list about this
time and were located In the Insurance
business and real estate In room 1, Crelgh-
ton block, which stands on the northwest
corner of Fifteenth and Douglas strecis
Dexter L. Thomas bad an office Ip that
bullding scon after It fwas put up. We
cime o Omaha in 1570, but did not an-
gage In the real estate business until rhe
early "0u, He was joined by dila brother,
Charles L. Thomas, in I8 and they have
bean enganged (i the real estate business
since thet time, !

Days of the Real “Boowm.”™

The real estaty dealers who were In
Omaha in 188 were the ones who made
money fust, and & man did not think he
wns doing at all well If he 4id not aell
several lots u day. The time may wall be
called the “boom' perind, for all ‘wemt
eraEy over real ostate and nearly every-
one with an Income was convinced that the
only proper thing to do was to buy & lot
on tims payments. The felds surrounding
the city were laid off into lois and no corn-
field was too far out to be platted and sold
an lote. Ons strong boomer eaven went
#o far ag to peddls off soms of the lots of
Valley ns additlons to Omahe.. It la the
alm of tha real astate dealerw of the pres-
ent time to head off any such eraze, but to
simply let matters take thelr course and to
let the price of lota respond to the legitl-
mate demand. Ths plan of many of the
wiseé onea In to holp the town all possihle
by securing manufecturers and to bulld un
the tnslde property first and as the demand
ecomes then to hoost the outlying stufl.

Avilyve Dealers of 1884

A Nat of the real estate men whd Were
active in 1884, at the time when real estate
siarted to bhum In this elty, may be of in-
torest 0 many. The fArmt. alphahetically
s Amens & Co. @ W. Amss wans the head
of this firm and remaingd during the boom
aoll up M. R R Ball is stil] in active
business In the elty, Wallou Bros wers
B G and Otly, B 0. Ballou ls still In the
clty and Otla Bal'ou has moved farther
wost. Wefford & Bousr won composed of
J W Radford, whn s =till her=. In the
enal bhusipess and Mr Rover. who s In
Ban Niesa, Ral' & VWoClandinh were naxt
on the Mst. 7 T Tell was an old news-
raper rman and owned the corner where tha
Paumard flate are naw leeated. Geares P
Pemin = #till hers mrA has sarved an
mavor. e s in sctive real anfain beosi.
neas. Tha fArm of Anses & TN was weil
known Mr Dacey in dead, his widow mar.
ryine 3. ¢ Wharfon. snd Lew HIII tw stilt
tn tha ecfty. An sxtensive owner of real
ertate,

J M. Clarke dlad ahout Aifteen years age.
T 8 Markson ault the real sstale business
to becoms postmaster of Omaha and then
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SCENE AT THE LAYING OF THE CORNERSTONE OF THE NEW OMATA T, M. C. A. BUILDING.

the Construction -of New Home for the Y. M. C.

=

BECRETARY WADE DEPOSITING BOX IN RECESS OF CORNERSTONE

having Iarge concossions at Buffalo, Bt
Louis and Portland. He Is still in Port
land. Cochran Bros. were next on Aihe
Hat. Charles Corbett has left the city, Cun-
ningham & Brennan was a well known
firm, composed of Dennin Cunningham and
Thomas Bennan. Cunningham s now run-
ning a blacksmith shop and Hrennan s in
the real estate Dusiness, Edwin Davis |
still in the city, The firm of 0, F. Davis
& Co, ia still in existence, although the
membership of the firm has been changed
since the early days, W. T. Graham came
to Omales Just before the boom time and s
still an active member of the real estate
exchange,. W. H. Green ls still In active
business In the elty,

Well b

A. J, Hanscom is glven as a real estate
dealer, although he moved hls residence
from Omaha about the hoom times and has
been lving In Npw York and Florida most
of the time sinee. Christ Hartman was in
the Insurance business as well an the real
estate business and died several years ago.
Of the firm of Howell & Montgomery BEd
Howdall s still 1n business [n the oity. H.
B. Iray was county treasurer f{or a time
after engaging In the real estate business
and has since moved to Penneylvanla, John
Johnson s dead and Charles Kaufmann is
now engaged in the insurance business, Of
the firm of Lovgren & Wilde, John A, Lov-
gren la stlll in business in  the Taxton
block. John L, McCague fa stlll at the old
stand and has organized severn] banks and
Inventment dompanios Bince the early days.
Marahall & Lobock was composed of J. 'W,
Marshall, former postmaster at Platts-
mouth and the father of the present comp-
troller.

wn Names On the Liat,

Mayne the Planger,

Clifton B, Mayne was one of the most
unique figures in the real estate history of
the city. He was a telagraph operator
when he eahhe to Omaha and then went
into tha ofMce of Joseph Barker on Thirs
teenth strest. He worked luto the roal
estate business and when the boom camoe
Mayne waa the maln boomer, He bought
whole farms and lald them Into lots
He had hordes of men working for him
with fast horses, who would take a pros-
pective buyer to the suburbs so fast he
did not reallze the dlstance they had gone.
He platted Orchard Hill, which wax the
old Baker farm and which s now almont
completely covered with fne residences
He mauds money too gast and soon had too
many irons In the fire. He had a large
stock farm at Valley and often made quick
drives with his fast horses betwesn Lhe
farm and the city. He moved to California.

The firm of Morse & Brunner was com-
posed of Lo V. Morse, row of Boston, and
T, C. Brunner, who ls wholesallng flour in
Omaha. Of the firm of Morton & Helns,
James F. Morton is dend. The firm of Pat-
terson Bros, D, C. and R C., Is still in the
city. Boren T. Peterson lived on North
Twonty-seventh street and A4 p small loan
and commission business, Of the flrm of
Potter & Cobb, both have gone and thes
firm's name bas been changed to George &
Ce,

The firm of Byron Reed & Co. was In-
corporated In 158 as the Byron Reed com-
pany, which is still in existence with A.
L~ Reod st the head. Joreallan 1. Rice
bas gone acd J. E Riley, a renl estato
dealer and contractor, who bullt the Riley
hotel at Plattsmouth, has moved to the
new west,

Beautifying the Surroundings of the Home

Nuek Yard Folinge.

HEY were tnlking about back
yards. The subject had developed
aftel n round of comments on the
return of warm waather

Isn't It too bad so many people
neglect thelr back yards?' sald one, "Mont
back yards are used as 4 convenlent plice
for storing refuse. ‘The owners simply
ignore them. It's o funny thing to me that
s0 many can't or won't realize that the
back yards can be made a very pleasant
spot. Bummer will scon be here, The ma-

Jority of fumilles haven't any front yard

to speak of, yot In nearly every back yard

there are quite o pumber of square feet
of space. Now, with just a little sdorn-

ment the back yards could be made a

mighty comfortable place for the family to

spend Its evenings after twilight.”

f — cma
“That's right,” sald another. “I've al-

ready begun to prepare mine. I like the

old-fashloned mixed borders. A back yard
thirty or forty feet sguere |8 large enough
for an excellent gurden. Of course, grass
helps the appearance lmmensely, 1I'm going
to #0d mine. Then along the fences 1 am
going to dig my gardens and plant fBowers

My barn is an eye-sore. It is old and

dilaplduted, but I am golng -to mnke ‘it

prepossessing Just the same,

“Morning glorlés grow fust and thick and
'm golog to plant them agninst the sides
Oof the barn, The wines will eventually
envelope It and hide Its unsight!iness."

“To hear you talk anyone would think it
casy to have gardens and things In the
back  yard,” sald a tiffrd man, who had
bean listening, “I've tried back yard plant-
ing. It mude me & lot of work and I never
could grow anything.'

. ——

“Well, 1 guess you don't know how to
go at It, You can't pay too mugh attention
v the proper prepuration of the soll. Dhg
the garden deeply and brenk all the large
hamps, I the ground Is sandy or otherwise
poor put In a good coat of well rotted
manure and make the surface mmooth and
even, A garden should not be attempted
with the ldea of planting the ordinary
annunls If the yard I8 muoch shaded by
adjoining bulldings and trees, But many
plants ure Nt for shudy placds, For in-
wtance, in the border soW ssterm, nastur-
tiums, potunies, mignoneties, candy tuft,
ginnias, ooreopsls, galllardias and sweet
pena,

"I your space permits, Introduce a few
of the bhardy perennjuls, scattered along In
ciamps of six or more—blue larkspur,
peonles, phlox, German iris, columbine,
ageratums, geranjums, verbenas, heliotrope,

Gahlins, gladioll, cannas wnd holiyhocks
may also be planted In the border.
—_—
“The Solomon seal, Canterbury bells,
mayapple, splderwort, blemding leart, vio-
lets and columbines are among the best

wild flowers. Then the ferns may be relied
upon as guod shade-loving plants, Native
maiden hair does well in thoroughly
drained places, And there are cultivated
fowers that llke best the places where Lhey
are protegted from the sun's rays. Fore
get-me-nots, litle lobellas, compact bushes
#lx Inches high, and the Improved varictiea
of the cardinal flower—the Queen Victorla
—are among them. Be sure and have the

plants,

ahady places well drained and bave plenty
of lght, rich soll."
“Say, but flowers must
you,"” sald the subdusd man.
“Come around and see my backyard in
June," answered the other aa he left the
ear.

be a fad with

——
find It advisable In-

buy

The amateur will
mtead of propagating rose plants to
gvod 1 or Z-year-old plants, If he wikhea
10 ndd rose buxhes to his garden. They
may be had for low prices. The younger
ones will produce fewer fNowers the MNrst

year., but they will be very satiafactory
and in thes second year will be st thelr
best.

_Q;..__

They should be obtained when the gar-
dener la ready to set them out in beds,
preferably in April, although they may be
planted later. The Dbeds may be of any
sige and form. It should be In the open,
where plenty of sunlight may reach the
plants. It & an advantage to have It pro-
tected from high winds, a8 there then will
be lesa trouble from mildew. The soll
should be rich loam, well drained.

Wheén the plants are set out thoroughly
water them, mo as (o seitle the soil well
around the roots wih ahouwld
follow. The oply fu Mcm-
sary I to-keep the soll well stirred around
the. plants. If the summer is dry and
warm, a layer of pine needlés or fine man-
ure may be put on the soll around the
This would make less cultivation
fiecessary; the ground would not dry out
nr raplgly. For muny varietles of tho rose
which sre not entirely hardy &n additlonsl
covering, should be' pist dround the planth
for protection in extrems winter weather,
In the spring this: coverlng—somposed of
manuros preferably—may Be spafdod Into
the soil and will ot as & feridlizer. In
covaring the plants for the winter care
should be taken not to.allow the (tops of
the plints to be bent down under thg
welght 'of the protective materlse]l and the
snow which may come later, Pruning
should begin the middls of March, all doad
wood and weakly shoots belng refhovod.
The weaker growing plants should be cut
down s0 as to leave but four or five buds
on each shoot: the stronger ones may be
left muech higher.

—-_.@__

“"While you are taking sceount of what
& vegetable garden helps you (o0 save,
says the Kansas Clty Star, “don't forget
that it wiso haw a moral worth that shouid
not be left out of the reckoning. You may
not have thought of it before, but & gar-
den 18 a grent ald in getting bold of the
fundamental things of lfe. It s human
nature in s real essonce that makes you
dig up garden seeds 0 see I they have
begun to sprout And this clean and
wholesome Interést follows the develop-
ment of the garden in all of its stages

“It s & miracle and & wonder as old as
Nuture when the lttle shoots of green be-
gin to push up through the brown soll, but
it I8 saver new and Inspiring. There Is
nothing much lovelier or mors: fascinating
to the eye than just lettuce und beans
and peas and potatoes and corn in the
first stages of thelr growth., Can't you re-
member, even If you haven't walked
through a vegetable garden {or years, how

ourtous and wonderful the new bean staiks
look when they c¢ome up out of ths ground
bending over as by way of obedlence to
the seed from which they sprang? And
whiat perfect groundlings the potato planis
are until they begin to freshen up in the
sunlight, and finnlly tog themsaelves out
in thelr dellcate bloksoms. And where In
there anything richer and finer than the
red rhubarb, or ple plant, when il Logine
to peep up through the ground and “‘rub-
ber'' at the sunlight?

“You may have heard people talking
about how they llke to cut asparngus or
gather cucumbers, or dig potatoes or plek
beans or peas; and If you have alwaym
Ived In a oty and have never done any-
thing of that kind yourself you may won-
der how such smployment could powxsibly
furnish a source of plensure. Well, that
Is where the moral valus of & vegetable
garden comes in. It fosters the home-
making instinet. It fixes your attachments
on simpls, wholesome things. It introduces
into lfe an Interest that does not grow
stale and that ls ever ¢resh and satisfying.

“The economy of a garden and the valus
of what 1t produces may be the prims argu-
ment in favor of s gualntennnos. But
do you ever pams A plade whers thers Is &
neat little pateh of yegotables without
stopping 16 loek atdr and without fasling
that the poople who keefiit have the right
{dea of a home?" 1 !

S -
fpring Flower Plantng,

Interest in the wealth of spring bloom is
apt to  pitdve 4 stumbiing  block to the
amatenst Nower grower himt now, "Window
gardens and conservatorles demand spe-
cin! attention to keep uppthe brillant dlxs
play of bibssoms. Florists' windows prove
Allurid# #@hd the hardy bulbs springing up
outslide mieke us forget thé nefeasity aof
brnpar_mn gfor summor bloom, The hardy
pereuntdls must not he overlogked, how-
ever, and. pariw/Apil s’ the time to’ plant
divide us:‘rent them, Many of the clumps
In the Nothe garden will ba better for dl-
viding at this season, not only because of
the inereasad number of thrifty new plants
thus secured, but becauss the old plant
will make stronger growth when allowed
the extra room and fresh soll which ne-
companies the dividing. The new plants
to be purchased this year wlil alfp glve
better satisfaction If they recelve atlen-
tion now; belng hardy, the cold nights,
which may stlll be expected, will pot In-
Jure them and the early April planting
will give them a good start that will enable
them to withstand the summor heat.
* The old-fashioned aquilegin or colum.
bine s too well known to recuire de-
scription, as no well-regulated garden  is
without = clusier of these famous old
perennidin of “‘grandmother's day.” But
the noveity In aguilegiax, “coerula,™ de
servens specin)  mention Though =til
cinesedl &2 “new and novel" It only neods
to hecome known to make it the most
peemine of all. Tt has been described an
the *true blue form of Rocky mountaln
columbine,” which may give but litle
impressalon of its boauty, however, to those
who have never seen thisn mountatn dweller
in ita native home; but it doos not resent
transplanting and grows randily from seed
planted at this season, If roots oannot be
sevured, na the last years clumps Degin
to push through the sofl

COUNCIL BLUFFS DOING WELL

Bullding Activity Over There Resulta
in Pig Demand for Unim-
proved Property.

Council Bluffs s essentinlly a city of
homes and the real estate transactlons for
Inst year and the first thres months of the
present year demonsirate this. The real
estate market has been partioularly aotive
for the last year or more, with.a steadily

inoreasing demand for bullding lots,
Real estate ageats say but fow pur-
chases have bLeen made Lhis year for

spaculintion and that most of the salea of
city property have been to persons intend«
ing to ercot residences elther for homes
for themselves or for rental purposes.

Values have Increased slowly, but steadily
in the city and unlmproved proparty wlich
a little over a year ago wWas to a groat
extent, & drug on the market today is In
anotive demand, especlally if desirable for
bullding purposes. ' Last year witneased
the greatest activity In bullding in the
history of the clity, no far as residences of
all descriptions are concernad, In every
section of the city new residences in the
course of construction are to be seen this
yeur and the prospects for another big
bullding record in 1906 are of the highest,

Mechanies, ralirond employes, motor em-
ployes and other workingmen are starting
out to own thoelr homes and this has re-
sulted In the sale of hundreds of unim-
proved lots, particularly in the western
part of the ¢ity, where for years the owners
were unable to secure a market, and renl
estate In the wetsern part of the city,
while not demanding high prices, {s meet.
Ing with a reidy sale.

The number of new wWarehouses, ele-
vators and factories has resulted In an
actlve market for tradkage property and
W atedy Increass In the value of such lois,

Pottawattamie farm: land a foew years
ngo sonred until good Iand counld not be
bought for lesa than from §75 to $10 an

avre, These prices still prevall and trans-
actlons in farm land in this county reached
B record mark during 1906, If the records
for the Arst three months of 108 indleate
anything, the murk renched last year will
be passed thia year., For March of this
yeir the real estate transfers as recorded
passed the milllon-dnllar mark and this re-
sulted almost wholly from sales of farm
Iand, Denpitg the present high value of
furm landk in this county, real estate deal-
ern assert that a great deal of the buylng
of such property was for fpeculation and
nlso as a good Investment for 4dle money,
The following tables show the ocash con-

sideration for the preal estate transfors
for last year and the first thres months
of this year:
TERDUAFY . ccivitvransrsinsine X E
February > asiss 310N U7
TR Ry A sl S g . B 500
Apeil .. eesyesy  SENONE. TS
MRy ... eerans WO 00T
Juns . : 255,660,
TUE v anesrens Snasassraneary < MELEIERA
ABEUNE . ciacrssassssensedss £a 20,8247
Beptomber ¥R AT a0
Oetober 26s 575 66
November aswed y 1833798
DeGRmMBEr .c.conniiissninesssnnns . 251.947.13
b 2 ¢ " (R oaap— - 4 . 8 K
I v ravasantiahrens pasngussresns 3,007 380,63
1508,
January .. ssaneearirenannsssnes - RENEE
February VulvsssksdiviNdats) VIRINTE
March sensnnsnsnsnsnnay SWATE-10
Total for three months........ 5162735805

Building Operations Are on the Up-Grade in All Parts

turned his aftention te exposition work. )

mmmmm SHOWING THR HOMES OF.THE PEOPLE

of Omaha

SITE FOR THE NEW ROME HOTHL IN OMAHA AS IT AFPFEARS AT FRESENT.

TRUE BASIS; FOR. TAXATION

How CQity Real BEstate 15 Valued for
Amossment Purposes.

—

fntnms'fnn ENTER INTO CONSIDERATION

[

Selling Price and Revenue-"roduction
Mainly Govern, but Other Ele-
ments Have Welght with

the Assesnor,

—_—

Kternal vigilance I8 the price of rn ap-
pronch to equity in assessment of realty,
and perfection s hard to obiain at nony
cost, 8o mAny things snter for copsideria-
tlon and have thelr Influence upon Judg-
ment, >

Much Infpréavement, however, has resulted
in the assesament of clty property since
the ealablishment of & apeuihl viLy amecss.
ing official (tax commissloner) ln 1888, who
by charter was given power o revise amd
equalizse the work of hils depaties as & sub-
stitute for the aystem of district assessors
under the old revenue law The weak
point In the old syetem was the lack of con-
sistoncy in the work of the amssessors in
the varions dlstricis, The oMice belng ploct-
fve, & tlendgney 1o undervalue property and
pleuse congtituents, prevalled more or less,
unttil at 'ength in place of full vadues be-
Ing nasesscd as the law !‘qllir-m} a Afth to
an «ighth wni the rile and not the excep-
tlon,

The Omaha charter, since 1597 and until
16, provided that the tax commissioner
appelnt his own deputies, and this enpbled
him to obtain the assistance of men fa-
millar with wvalues both In lands agd In
bufldings, and, having to devote his whole
time to duties of his ofMecs, he was en-
abled to systematize and bring about lm-
provements in results

To Fre@ J. Backett, the first city tax
commissloner, much efedit Is due for this
and the benefita of having a chief or super-
vising nssessing officer has been recog-
nized by the state legislators and the fea-
ture has been incorporated in the new rev.
enus law of 1M for the eéntire state. 8o
much value and dependence Ir placed upon
the fact of having now a county supervis-
Ing assessing officer for Douxlas county,
coupled with the conmideration of posaible
economy and the avaldance of the annoy-
ance of separate aspessmeants, that the cl}y
has abolished the city assessing office alto-
gother.

Fixing the Value of Land.,

In arriving at wvalues of realty for as-
senpmant purposes many things enter In‘o
consideration, and no one thing, even the
selling priee, can always c¢quitahly make
the proper figure, strange as It may seem
at first gianoce. seller may be under
such pglreumstan as to virtually bs come
pelled to msell at less than actunl worth,
or may be fortunste enough to get nd-
vantage of an unusually good offer beoause
of same partioular need of the purchaser,
A roal estate dealer seldom for himself
Intentionally purchases at what he thinks
Is the actual value, and the proof of It in
that in a comparativaly short time he sells
at A& ma advance. In many cnses,
therefore, to assess at the aotual figure
bought at would not be aquitable; the aver-
age price obtalmed during the yenr, how-
ever, would be a good criterion for the pure
pose of assessrnent.

The net revenus producing powers of fm-
proved property, or what vacant property
would produce if, sultable to the loocation
and use, a bullding was put on i, would
be a gulde to value, always provided, too,
that too much land s not absorbed or
wasted. Costly permanent bulldings have
bean erected In the wrong location, cons
sldering the nature of the bullding and use,
and have been sold a faw yearn after at n
third to a fourth of first cost. In such
cases cost has little to do with & value
or assessment, but the revenus powers
would be the blg factor and govern

Work In Assessor's Office,

The advantage of the chief nssessor belng
employed the year round in place of sixty
days Is the opportunity it gives him to got
and gather Informmtion that the limited
period does not admit of. Assessments
under the old plan were largely coples of
the preceding year. He has time 10 follow
the current sales, lenrn from buyer or
seller the true price under which it was
sold, compare with the assessmants on the
property, provide for ocorrection of the
same, equalize property adjolning if neces-
sary, and thus keep the assessment roll
up to date.

The city assessing office since its incep-
thon has had & deputy famillar with bulld-
Ing values, who obtuins from the building
Inspector's offlee & list of the permits
taken out and who has examined every
bullding erected sinoe 1807 end mads special
report on euch and iooorporated it into the
following assessment. The department has
had the benefit also of one or more ex-
perienced real estate oxperts, which has
been quile & help In placing values, There
are over L7900 plats showing the location
and nature of the lmprovemanis, and the
improvemonis are assessed separately from
the lund and the land part must be eguit<
able with the vacant land values near it.

Contrary to the bellef of some no distine-
tion {8 made between resident and none
resident owners in the matter of sascasing,
While there In yet room for great igiprove-
meat It is allowesd that great lmprovement
has been effected in the last few yoars
and that the total sssessment of realty
Is not far from the total real value. With
posaibly 38,000,000 to $9,000000 worth of neow
bulldings incorporated Into the totals the
last elght years the realty tolel assons-
ment for 1005 was a litle over $71.000.000, aus
aguinst nearly §0,000,000 (n 18879, and in
the face of growth in value of land und
lots steadily since the expasition ln 185

Effect of Present Growth.

With the present upward tendency of
realty in the clty the present provision of
a four-yvar asscsmuent of real éstate will
lowve nsmseasments below the real wvaluse,
with some exoeptlons, of course, In eertain
districts not having transportation Caclli-
Ues,

Taxation rales in the clty of Osunha on
reaity compares very fuvorably with other
clties of Its cluss, the avernge rate fop
city purposes for the last fve yours bas
bevn under B2 on §,000, with property at
full value, Thia should 1.0t repel investors,
ar wilh few exceplions prices are not con-
sidered Infigted, and they have a loug time
to grow before they approwch clitles of slm-
llar clias WILLIAM FLEMING.

Smith Would Suceced Alger,

WABHINGTON, April 7.-Willliam Alden
Bmith, repressnting the Ninth Michi-
gan congrossional distriet, announced hils
enndiducy for the senale as Lho succossor
of Benutor Alger, who is veoluntarily -
tiring, Mr., Bmith will ssus & formal
statement Monday.

Ohio Operasiors Stand Par.
CLEVELAND, April 7.-The Ohlo ocosl
eperators, In sesslon here todey, decided
o stand pat on the miners’ sirike and Lo

offer no concesslen Whalever.
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