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Now that “the Hd is on" at Hot
Hprings, Ark., no one ecan doubt that
the world is growing better.

Vesuvius promises to show how it
buried Pompell, but the Italians do not
seem anxlous for the demonstration,

The greatest apparent miracle Dowie
conld work at Zion would be to make
lils rebellious followers return and knee]
at his feet,

When Germany has solved the prob-
lein of the “swent shop,” It will confer
n favor on Amerlen by telling how it
wan done.

L]

“Tm™ Dahlman is now a eandidate for
mayor with a full-fedged platform upon
which he bag taken a stand with his
eyes shut.

Before Russia opens the second con.
ference at The Hague, the cmar might
devote a Mttls attention to restoring
peace at home.

Senntor Dolliver bas followed un un-
friendly precedent. He should have
been ready to mame his “raflroad sen-
ators” or have sald nothing about them.

The Interstate Commerce commission
I# to begln Its con) Inquiry at Philadel-
phia, evidently under the lmpression
that the corporations of that eity are as
sleepy as the people,

Every candidate, without regard to
polities, seeking ofMoe at the impending
city election will have to snswer a whole
lot of questions to tell “where he Is at”
before the campalgn is ended.

Benator Elking wants It understood
that he Is as much of a representative
of the people ns any other senator. But
the senator from West Virginin has
not made public his definitlon of “the
people,™

Livutenant Governor Herrlott gets
Into the lowa gubernatorial campnign
Just iIn time to be a chopplng block
for the partisans of both of the other
candidates, but be gives an opportunity
1o make a compromise.

The people of Omaha will not elect
slther & city treasurer or o tax cony-
missioner this spring. The board of
canvassers decided this polnt and the
mpreme court immediately affirmed it
declsion by wireless ielegraphy.

The repoblloan siate omumittes bas
taken action to bring the question of
ratifying vw rullway commission wimend-
went to 8 focus o state convention, 1t
remaing pew for the democrats and pop-
niists likevise 1o take & stand for or
against  foe  proposed  constitutionsl
amendment and they will have to fish or
vut balt.

Since owners of trnscontinenial lines
hive practically secured control of the
western Hues to the gulf, prospects for
direct trade between ihe Misslesippl
valley and Sonilh Amerlea are better
und the weetlng In progress at New
Orieans may work out some good to
the transmississippi sintes as well as
the manufacturers of the east.

The location of the republican state
convention at Lincoln insteand of at
Omaba I8 noguestiounbly new evidence
of oldtime peejudice throughout 1he
#inte against Omabs. 1t Is notlee uise
that If Omala wants to keep the United
States sonatorablo, which It has had
sinoe the admission of Nebrasks (o siare.
hood, it will have to present u candidate
who is acveptable to the republicans in
the stete gutside of Omaha,

THE REPUBLICAN ATATE CONVENTION

The stale convention for which the
call has just bpen ordered will be In
muny respects one of the most lne
portant conventions ever held by Ne
braska republicans. In addition te pre-
senting a teket of candidutes for the
fsual state offices, the conventlon will
nominute three railway commissioners
and endorse a céandidate for United
Btates senator.

The proposition (o secure an expres.
wlon of preferenee of the rank and flle
of the party by direct primary vote this
year has been mejected, forving republl-
cang who wish to have 5 volee in the
nominations 1o assert themeelves
through the existing machinery of the
puarty which has beretofore been ma-
nipuiated for the most part in the in-
terest of the rallroads and allied corporn-
tions by thelr retafned politioal agents.
The rauk and file of the republican
party of Nebraska wmust he made to
renlize the danger that will beset the
party If they do not meet these responsl-
bilities,

The atmosphers le charged with public
sentiment attuned to Preaident Roose-
velt's program for a square deal and set
agafnst the perpetnation of rallroad
domination In government afairs, This
is true not only with reference to the
officlals in the stato house and the posi-
tlons on the proposed new rallway com-
maisslon, but wost smphaticnlly of the
| T'nited States menatorship, which has

| -
within it the possibility of 'lﬂ"m‘“m“:’ﬂm union miners evidentl® foresee that

| the result of
| 1ogislation.

Notwithstanding the #attering mn-
Joritly given to President Roosevelt and
ngain to the republican eandidate Inst
{ year, the election of a republican ticket
and a republican leglélature this year Is
by no means axsured. In  fact, the
slgnificance of the majority for Roore-
velt suggests what may happen should
the nominees this vear be at variance
with hiz firm position for corporation
represgion and control.

The state committes has wisely flxed
the date of the convention far enough
ahead to give ample time for thoroukh
discusslon and agitation. Republicans
of every county in the state must he
fully awakened to the iesues, If the
rank and file of Nebraska republicans
are permitted to volee thelr sentiments
and make their will effective, thete need
{ be no fear that the action of thelr con-
|w~utlmt will be ratified at the polls,

far reaching npational

JOINT DEBATE IN [DWA

The contest bétween Governor Cum
mins and Houn, George D. Perkios for
the republican nomination for the lowa
governorship has reached the joiut de-
bate stage in spite of the governors
refusal two weeks ago to accept his
competitor's challenge for a series of
meetings, Including every congressional
disgtrict in the state, Matters having =o
shaped that appointments were an-
nounced for the two leaders at the game
town and date, and the meetings being
then merged, the people, for once at
least, will have the opflortunity of hear
ing the caze of each asplrant presented
when the other is present to correct any
misstatements, extravagances aod er-
rors.

Thir direct collision at Spirit Take
on the 14th Inst. ought to help mate-
rinlly to clear away the mist of vague
and Indefinite agsertion which has hung
over the pre-convention conteat in Iowa.
Governor Cummins, who 8 now serv-
ing his Afth consecutive year, has the
reputation of an able orator and con-
troversialist and could have uno better
chance to put forth effectively at this
stage of the contest before his party
the specific reforms In state legislation
and administration for which be asks
to have his term of office prolonged to
geven yeors: or, if he s unable to do
s0 and has Indefensibly falled n five
years of power with friendly legiala-
tures and state boards of assessment (o
do what he proposes to do In the fu-
ture, Mr. Porking will not lack cppor-
tunity to bring out these facts to his
own advantage,

For a state so conservative nud even-
tempered ns fowa has been a contest
falrly opening with a elineh bhefween
the chlef rivals for party honors seems
distincily novel and Interesting. The
result might possibly be so interesting
ue to ralse a popular demand for the
extension of the same method all over
the state.

4 SENaTE FloTION

SBenstorlal treditions and fetions -
nmphed In the end In the lvely ex.
change bLetween Benator Dolliviar and a
bevy of senators Indignant becavse he
bad declared that he had “as good a
right to consult with the president of
the United. Btates on the rate auestion
8 certaln seuntors had to eonsult with
presidents of rallrond companies,” just
as they triumpbed two weeks before In
a slmliar episode when Benstor Raynor
nsserted that “the rate struggle In the
senate is a contest between the rall.
toads and the people.” In both cases
seudtors were promptly on the floor to
challenge any statement lmpuguing the
motives of honorable senators and de
manding what particular ones were
meant, Both scepes wound up, after
mutunl discharges of guanded sarcasin,
with ample formal disclalmers of -
putation of impropriety to any senaior,

However such avoldance of plain
| speaking wmay please senstors, the cous.
(iry 5 all the tme Dovoming leas dis
poscd to tolerate the cherished fiotious
Iur that  supereminont lody, obe of
which i= that its wembers necessirily
‘nh.ud on a plane of ethies and natelot-
‘Im: too 180ty to be affected by sordid
or communplace interests,  ‘Thisx tietion
|mn,\' be especinlly canvenlent for s
senEtors &1 this huneture when the re-
veree of it s notorionsly and olwlously
true in the struggle for rate control, bhat
for that vers reason it Is especialls
britating to the public, whe ure too
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seriounly Interoxted in hard faets to be | nleipal electric lighting piant. A llttle
amused or docelved by proposterovs | back-traeking like that, however, s
fictions, - nothing for the local democratic organ,

The fact 1= as Sepntor Dolliver stated
it, that senators who arve copsyiting and
ropresenting the inlerests of rallroad
presidents took ocension to throw con-
tempt upon the president of the United
Eintes for consulting with senators In
the interest of the people, and as Hen-
ator Raynor stated, that the strong
hope and hold of tho rallroad corpopa-
tions in thelr effort to defent effective
publle control ik the senate. This fact
i= known everrwhere In and out of the
senate and the only place it 18 not and
eunnot be gpoken of, according to the
good old honest cumtom of calling a
epade a spade, is the floor of the sennte
itself.

HARD COAL MINERS AND OPERATORS.

The proposal of the representiatives
of unlon workers in anthraecite mines to
sulinit thelr differences with the oper-
ators to the Board of Coneillation pro-
vided for by the Roosevelt commisston
must be tnken as apother Indicntion
that the parties to the dispute may
reach agreement, although perhaps on
materinlly  different  conditions  from
those lmplied In this proposal. It ex-
pressly excludes from arbiteation the
period durlng which the findings as to
wauges shall be effective by ilmiting it
to' March 3, 100K, which, as the oper-
ators point out, Is a presidential year.

no hoard of arbliiration of the character
to which this dlspute wonld be referred,
with Justice Gray or his appointee at

| its head, would be likely to fix a period

|

[from his lllness nud people may now | he has turned ble  sitention

ending at such a time, and the oper-
ators may boe expected 1o Insist that
the question of perfod as well ag of
wages be referred I It cannot be other-
wise fixed to end outside of n presiden-
tial rear.

How far the oblectlon of the oper-
ators to that part of the miners' pros
posal which would carry the guestion
of the “cloged” mine before arblirators
will be Inslsted upon ecan only be
guessnd, But the Roosevelt commis-
glon's finding againgt the miners, hold-
ing that “the right to rewain at work
where others hnve ceased to work or to
engnge anew in work which others
hatve abandoned is part of the personnl
liberty of n cltizen that can never be
gurrendersd, and every Infringement
thereof merits and should recelve the
stern denonucement of the law,” wonld
nlmost certainly be followed by another
arbitrating board now, Practically,
therefore, the miners would hardly galn
nor the operntors lose by including this
question in the arbitration list, except
so far as the hmplleations of the mere
formal fact of arbltrating It at all are
coneernsl,

were seems, Indeed, for the uost
part to bhe more hiuff than substance in
the nssertions of both gldes to thik con-
tentlon. In point of fact both parties
are lmmeasurably more interested in
préeventing than In permitting a pro-
tracted Iabor war. The hard conl miners
never before were so prosperous, so well
paid or employed under conditlons In
genernl so favorabie to them. No secret
I8 made of the fact that many of thelr
eriginnl demands were made for con-
troversial advantage apd with no ex-
pectation that they could he secursd.
On the other hand, the operntors are
confronted with the peril of enormous
permanent loss of market in case a long
strike should agaln eall hitnminous coal
to be sabetituted for anthracite, to say
nothing of lmmediate and direct strike
injury.

The soft conl sapply will now in due
time resume normal volnme., In n large
sense both the miners and the operators
of the hard conl region hauve n comimon
comnetitive Interest which a break be-
tweoen them at this thne would sacrifice,
and this 1s really the best guarantee of
a settlement,

Omabn Is nlways thankful for suull
favors in the direction of lmproved pas.
senger train facilities, bhut what it lacks
most is trains going out after 11 o'clock
at night that wonld enable people within
A radius of 150 miles to spend the even-
ings here and get home befors morning,
In this respect Omalia {5 not as well off
as It was two or thres years age. A
lirtle pressure at the right place might
restore the train serviee that was aban-
doned whet pew managements adopted
the policy of making the people walt for
full trainloads.

The last of the litigation arising out of
the blennial electlon laws has finally
been disposed of, The blennlal election
Inw was a chimera from ithe start and
The Bee pointed out while the Lill was
pending the constitutionsl bars it
BUCOORR, 1If blénnlal  electlons  are
wanted the way to get them will be by
amending the constitution. The peaple
do not take kindly 10 any scheme to pro-
long the terms of public oMeers by leg-
Islation,

1o

The Omaha Commercinl club has a
great opportunity before It In promoting
the loeation of new enterprises in this
city. Conditlons were never wmore fu-
vorable for such work thau they are
right now, but results eanoot be nccom-
plishied without systematle effort, nor
ean any substantinl galus be made by
chasing alr bubbles,

Chuneell von I‘lll'-lu" In recoveriug

roalize that the stroke was one of state
eraft- nx well as of disosse, since Ger-
many has forgotten all that the socialist
soeaker sald In his atmck the gov
ernment

It s cortainly vich and mey for G. M,
Hitcheock to help formulate s demos
eratic platform  promising munieipal
awnership of electrie lighting when only
last year through his paper he helped
defeat the propositiou to establish a wu-

which Wna quite a record of such per
formancer.

Representative Dodge suggests sev
ernl desirable amendments for his direct

to the rotation of names on the ballot
will hurdly sirike anyone as feasible ot
practicable. 1f any rotating Is to be
done it will have to be according to some
more simple plan than that which was
originally engrafted on the law and was
rejectad by the supreme court.

At any rate it will be gonerally ad-
mitted that senntors who vonfer with
the president are more likely to strike
& popular chord than those who confer
with milroad officials, even If they do
not recelve as much “expert adviee."”

Suprerfinons Proavislons,
Chicago Nawe
A law expllioitly providing that & rail-
way's “constitutional righta” shall not be
taken away may be A good thing, but I 1t
not a litle waporfluous?

Shortest on Record,
Fhilladelphia Ledger,

Kansas republicans have adopted a plat-
form of six words. No plank can be taken
from that The most It counld powsibly
vield would be a splinter,

Crop Fallare Fenced In.
Washington Post,

Becrotary Wilson msays there will be no
mora crop fallures. BSulll. there will be
drouths and chinch bugs and all kinds of
crop«Aestroying evils In the Chicago grain
pit, as heretofore,

A Perilouas Perch.
Cleveland Leader
"Consgrvativea” | what some of the nrwns

dispaiches enll tha rallroad senntors, Con-
servativa they certainly think they are,
but the name hardly s the bill. 1s 1t con-

servatism to sit on o safety valve?

Patriotism.
Bt Louls Republic,

“You are Lhe bhost American in the room,"
satd Presldent Roosevelt as he was Intro-
duced to the mother of fourteon children
In the presence of n group of senators,
The senate han not given birth to anything
in n long time

Nation's Role an Peacemnker,
New York Tribune,

America hag plaved the role of ponce-
miker at Algecirar a= successfully, It not
o dramatically, ax at Portsmouth. The
role I8 a pleasing one, und happily Amer-
lea, by He freedom from “entangling alll.
ances,” & admirably slitvated for its pop-
formance.

Method In Her Madness,
Boston Transcript

Investigutors of postal frauds have dis-
toverad that an inmate of an insane asy-
lum has been colning a modest fortune hy
earresponding with varfous Individuals in
the outside world “with a view to matri-
mony."” Noninally these others were not
insane. They were simply foollsh—which
Is thus shown to be occusionally very much
worsc.

Fooling Himself.
Portland Oregonian.

Benator Elkine proclalms himseif a friend
of the people and insists that his efforis
for the amendment of the rate bill are for
the purpose of making It strong. Just the
same, wa have not heard of the rallvoads
baing very much Qispleased with him. On
A& question as important as this, if the
rallroads are not displsased «the peaple
should be. Elkina will not fool any one but
himaelz.

Material for National Indignntion.
Bpringfield Republicun

Bince the year began concerns having a
capitallzation of 500,00 or more each
have been incorporsted In the United
Btates to the extent of an aggregite nom-
Innl ocapital of about 900,000,000, That is
&L the rate of 000000000 a year, and it
Ie confined only to a part of the industry
of the eountry. Wealth production is wun-
questionably proceeding on a great scals
and prospects are brilliant, but this manu-
facture of inflated corporate securities is
proceeding = Httle beyond even distunt
prospecis. It la likely to bring mbout an-
other attack of Indigestion.

POLITICAL DRIFT,

The d s on tight In Seatile. Shuking
dice and alot machines are on the outlaw
st

Milwaukes and Kansas City, Kan., each
plucked & majority rose last “Tuesday. Both
were well rooted. One retired lnvoluntarily,
the other resigned.

Oral quotations current fu New Jorsoy
show that siate senators have tumbled
from the J.000 class to the §200 class, Bus|-
nosy I8 slow At bargain figures,

“Resoived, that we leave well enough
alone.” is the pithy platform adopted by
the republicans of Trego county, Kanses,
The ‘"blecding commaonwenlth'’ showns
wymptoms of content.

Becond only o the shuke-up last fall wus
the experience of Philadelphla last Tuss-
duy, whon the select and common counolls
|0r;u|!u¢ with reform leaders in countrol
The old regime expired without a kick.

Clncinnat) has not fully fecovered from
the shock produced by ex-treasurers reslor.
Ing to the county treasury $O1,00 in real
money. The sum representa the “‘plek-
ings'' of she tressurers, while In cMoe,
With Governor Jeff Davis on the lhigh
' road Lo the Unglted Stales senate, |t is Hkely
11!1.-1 Governor Vardaman will puah for =
et in “the nost august aseemblage in
the world™ The esenate bungers for
| yariety.
| Mayor-slect Becker of Milwaukes is a
1-nrpﬂ-ml young hustler He Il & for-
| lorn hope for the republicans and beat old
| nmpaigners hands down, Becker i the
| son of & tobaceo mapufscturer and cem.
patgn clgars, corncob plpes and
| tobaceo boostad him into office

Fenntor Willlara P, Frye of Maine. o a
long Interview in « Boston paper u\ Bunday,
siys he doos not regret giving up his law
business, which would have made him rich,
whersns he ¢ poor. for & public carcer
where ha has lved In pleasuant surround-
ings and found Infinite satisfuction In the
honors and confdence which hils state hns
given him,

The reforming muyor of Boltendclady,
N. Y, is an artist with lids to burn. Having
regulated the saloon business ta o Aniksh,
o Peanul
vurbstone

chewlig

roRster wiintlos,
weturers, guarreling wives and
public dapces, When the mayvoer fdnlshes
e Job he will I ready for & gilded talo
and celastial wings

In November, New York will slect o gov-
ernar, & Heytonant-govermme,
sinte, compliolise, treasiret. altorney-gon-
el and statr engineer and sumeyor. wisag
:ll\ onticely  new leglsature. combnosed of
Alty-Omc senotlars and 150 gesembly jpen, le-
sidep thiriy-seven represeniaiives in eon-
gress aud 4 dosen Justloes of the supremo
dourt. The entirs control of the state gov-
erument will be &L stake

ragtime musie,
minshers

SEETRLRTY  Of

primary law, but his proposal to return |
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OTHER LANDS THAN

Regardiors of its complexion and limita-
tions, the approaching meeting of Russla n
first parllament will merk s politieal epoch
in the history of the empire. Tha Douma,
as it i= named, convener In the Tauride
palace, Si. Petarsburg, May 10. The whole
central portion of the palace will ba used,

It Is n hall ahout ax large #as the
houss of representatives in  Washington,
and s entlrely decoranted In white and
adorned with freseoes  from  Potemkin's
time, while behind the président’'s asat and
facing the representatives s a large bow
window looking out on a garden.

The seats and desks of the ropresontatives
have been arranged around the hall, tier
an tler, as in & theater. The tribune from
which the members wifl nddress the House
is In the eenter, nad on esach side of It are
two sonts for the secretarien of the Douma,
The prestdent’s chalr s behind the tribune,
85 are also the places for the ministers and
thelr assistants and the press. There are
564 seats for representatives, and under ench
8 a ventilator

The desk=s have sdliding tops. which will
thus 46 away with the banging of lids, to
which turbulent parliamentarisis might re-
sort. No place has been mnde for ink wells,
which are not to be permitted, and the rep-
resentatives will have to make pencil notes,

-ee

The co-operative wholesale and retall
ttore nystem in Eugland continuss to grow
and flourish, according to & Manchestoer let-
ter to the New York Journal of Commeroe.
More than 200060 people, most of them
heads of families, are members of these as-
soclations, which number some 25, and
the continued extension of the movement
demonstrates (s success, Present yearly
sales Aggreguate some  $H0.000,00, During
the last year coversd by the report the
Manchester Wholesule Co-operative socloty
made a net profit of | per cent on Its share
capital of $5,216,656; while another large co-
operative wholesale concern, the Scotlish
poclely, moade a net profit of T per cent
These wholesale coneerns are prinelpal
sources of supply for the lockl co-operative
societies, which so far as a rule command
the confidence of worklngmen as to be in-
trusted with their savings to a large extent

hw

It seems pretly clear that although peace
has been preserved outwacdly in Shanghul,
gince bluMaokets from the foreign men-of-
war put an énd to the recent rvioting, the
|{‘him-« are still smarting voder o sense of
:Injuntln which may result in more serfous
| troubls later on. A long memorial from the
|H.nlrd of Punhments with reference to
|th¢.' mixed court dispute approves the lm-
perial resoript of January 14 supporting
the views of the Nanking Viceroy. It lo-
| tally ignores the fact that the administra-
| tiom, #f the sottlement at Bhunghal has
beén vested In the forelgn community for
fifty years: asserts the right of Chinese
oMelnls to the independent conduct of mat-
ters ralating to the trial and Imprisonment
of uative offenders: and with this object
iy view orders the Imimediate construction
of a natlve prison In place of tha municipal
Juil.  Although the latter is always open
to inspection, and wn Influential Chinese
|mmmm«- recently admitted that there wos
| no tault to find with i, the memorial de-
| sczibes Lhe foreigners’ tregtment of peis-
oners o pitlessly severe. Moreover, Lhe
| Chinese Patriotlc society publicly com-
mends the native magisiniles whose action
led to the riots as desrving the warmest
gratitude of their countrymen. At first
pight thers Is somelhlog comle in the mo-
tlon of Chinamen complaining of the cruel
treatment of criminals by EBuropeans, but
it has been expiained that the separute cell
system (s to the Oriental mind a terrible
| Inflletion,

anw
Naples s In dunger of josing her pires
| sminence s the most thickly populated city
|m Ialy The retiurns, jusi published for

{ December 21, 1806, place the number of in-
habitants st M550 while the population
of Milan stands a1 BMITZ  The figures are
significant. Only o fow years ago Naples
was more than 100000 ahead of the Lowm-
bard capital, knd now the difference is re-
duced tn 0,000, At this rate, the next oen-
sun s lkely to put Milan in the first place,
The cause of the dacline in Nanles s not
altagether clear, Authorities say that the
absence of hyglenle preonutions sends up
the death rate; yet dociors who have prac-
timed In Nuples are lovd In prailse of s
health-giving climate. One influential fac-
tor in the case is =aild to be the increased

cost of Nving In Naples and the oon-
soquent loworing lo the standaerd of nour-
Ishment attalnables by the Boor Two |
pounds of meat may e bought in Milan

for 28 centy; in Naples thoy will coxt neariy
twice as much: while at the same time

the

of that provalling in Milan
| e

Bide by side with thi vevolutionary uotive
| iy In RBusala there is p steady movemmepl
|t\)r the orgnnisatinn and spresd of hlghes
education ameng the working clapses. Not
lotig Agn 4! & mesting of the Hoclety of
Civil Engineers in 8i. Peldrsburg ihe ques-
thon of organisiug n pean-Russiapn sagcdely tog
| the founding of popular unlveraliies was r
vived, Thisa proponition has found support
not only from privaoe persons, various soci-
oties and professionsl organigations, but also
from the Bt Petersbury Towa Council The

average wage in Naples (= anly threo-Afilie {

L
: ' Fiffeenth and

.
minister of public instruction promised help,
but A temporiry bureau was
opened and lectures were to begin not later
than the first dav in Lent. Under the pres.
ldeney of Prof. E. P. Tuthano the pro-
grams of the five faculties—social economy,
mathematics, naturnl selmees, human scl-
onces and wechnionl—were arvanged, and
lecture hours have heen fixed for the bene-
fit of the working men on weok days in the
evenings and on Sundays and holldays dur.
Ing the morning and afternoon. The ques-
'_!lnn of fees wus & AMedit one o Jdecide
The Nnul agreement was that for every
two-hour lecture w fee of & copecks, rather
more than 2 cents, shotud he charged. At

no  maney.

leeture halls fn the elty, but this i o dim-
culty that may be overcome in more ways
than one
Lil]

I Although travelsrs entering Paris sl any
| of the great milway stalions may Igng con-
tinue in Thappy Ignorance of the word
“octrol,' tourlita In coach or motlor car are
not so foarfunate. They have to take thelr
place amid long rows of carts, carringes
and motor cars in front of the miniature
custom houses at the Porte Malllot or the
Porte de Vincennes or at any of the numer-
ous Inlets to the ety and there pay their
toll if they bappen to have with them
dutiable cammodities. It I= o municipal
tax Lthat i= levied, a survival of feudallsm,
suffered to exist simply because the Pa-
risians themselyves are not bathersd with it
These Parlsions, with characteristic hatred
for direct taxafion and & weakness for in-
direct, pay # francs a head every year
toward the octrol.

This octrol brings Into the municipal cof-
fers 300 00,00 per annum. If it is to be
abolished, an has often heen suggestad, how
is the defleit to be made up? Hore Is the
scheme of M. Chautard. He proposea to
save 535,000,000 by putting off the payment of
the ety debt and to farm out to the state
the duss on aleoholie Nauors. which would
mike up the balance of 514,000,050, Another
scheme iw to have the ocirol applied only to
people and goods entering Paris by rall,
the rallwany companies to hear the cost of
collectlon.

PFROBLEMS IN COAL COST.

s
System of Arithmetle by Which the
Consnmer Is “Soaked.”

New* York Times
After Inborious study of the Ngures pre-
sented by the conl oprrators to show what
would happen to the gonsumer of anthras-
eite If the demand of the miners for higher
witges wore granted, one AL least selzes
upon two comparatively simple stitements:
Tha inbor cost of vach ton of anthracite
'| would be increased .8 cents, and It would
| be necessary to advance the retall prics
1.9 We have called these statements
simple, but that 1s not to say that they
| wre comprehensible—not easily comprehen-
imhle. thut is, by any mind not that of an

“operator,” The mere lgnorant man with
{a furnace and i wife and a few children
| to kesp warm therewith feels a shamefaced
inelinatlon to wonder why an increase of
cost amounting to 6.8 centy &t one end of
the coal business should necessitate an ad.
vance so much grouter at the other, which
| happens to be his end. Remémbering that
| the fumine prices fxM during the last
| wirike have been protty firmly malntained
| ever since, he almost wonders why, In case
| of another strike wsettlement, he should
have to pay what seems to him more than
twice Jts expense to the owners of the
mines. These, however, are problems

Got

More than one!

The more boys the
time of the year.

East

the best to be had.

| “To he waell
dresned ut Hast-
ar, ' sald Heau

Hrumme | Y bhove and children.
balf the gaou ’
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the present moment there are only thirteen |

In} As granite—this the osll

Browning, King & Co

ORIGIMATORS AND SOLE MAKERS OF BALF SIZES IN CLOTIM_
how many, we want to do business with you.

when a boy wants some new clothes,
ever tried our kind!?

hat, eap, underwear, shirts, waists, hosiery or
any article pertaining to Easter wear for the

— — — ]
’hil‘h finance, and they cannot he sxpected
10 work out according to the ordinary niles
of arithmetle. The difference (8 all boau-
titully explsined in the proclemation of the
operators, and It would be too muah to ask

themn ta supply both the gxplanation and
the Intelligence to comprebend (G That
“the consumaer always pave” Ia a4 Inw of

naturs, and nobody thinks of findlng fault
with 1t In time, presumably, the consumer
will get used th pAYINE twlce, and he o ght
io be happy over the gencral admission |y
the upper colrcles that It Is not well (o ¢

net “move (han the traMe will bear.” Tao
be sure, more ofien s exanctod, for awhile,
but sueh umpleasant thines wounily happen
when that Is done that it Is consldered bod
form and unwise policy, even hy “opers
| atore, "

LIGHT AND LIVELY.

"Does  your  rhsumatlem  bother

you
much T

"I should say it did. Every idiot I meet
ix}nlu questions about It —Philadalphie
renm

| "I want to know,” sald the lrate malron,
! “how much money my husband drew out
of thie bank last week!"
|71 ean't glve you that Information,
Cma‘am,” answered the man In the cage,
[ “You're the paying teller, aren't you?d'
"Yes, but I'm not the telling payer.''—
lCh!ca'o Tribune.

“You were at the opening performance of
Ranter's new play, hear. Did it go off
smoothly ™'

| "‘r’\'»[.'I.r I noticed one bad break.”

""Yea?'

“Yes, it broke right between his ¢éyes
and the yolk splashed all over his face''—
Philadelphin Press.

“The village Isn't what 1t used ln”b.-
many of the old landmarks Are gone.

“Frinstance?" i
’ “Well, the town pump Is one.’

“That ain't no landmark. That's a water-
| mark. ' —Cleveland Leader,

“What we want,” sald the practical pell-
| tiolan, "is a safe man.' -
“And what Is your idea of a safe man?
“One who won't give up anything except
in response to our combination.'—Washing-

ton Btar,

| RUBAIYAT OF THE 10WA DRUMMDR,

| —
Chicago Newn.

of leathern grip and sample case,
#h:m-':nlte-thm-wun't. eto., on the face,
The luxuries of travel and hotel,
The bunko crowd that sesks me overy placs.
A raliroad trafn that's "most s fortnight

late,

Five hours of crawling through the Hawk.

slate, y
With hrakemen bawling “Bipppp!" so you

will know
Hoe means “Ottumwa''=oh, this life Is
great!
! that never boasted springs,
A‘rhohs;::a;ﬂmhu known three-score of falls
1

[ hi 3
A bllnt-flcc?nontr with a foollah stare—
Such dizsy joys our daily routine brings.

ke & olerk that doesn’t acem to. know
#ﬂff,hm & man has been two days or so
Upon & frelght traln in a close caboose
Ho needs some sleep to keep him on the go,

| This clerk {(black curse of Bhlellegh on his
tribatl)
A half an hour after you inscribe

name upon the ANy Inquires:
x.?:l;;?m-n-ro?um?“ Tl!‘l.ll-.hlla ﬁm for his
be.

He takes you to & stall that's two-by-four,
(.‘:nu ning one cheap ohalr and maybe

more, .
A stand that like a weeping-willow sways
On crazy legs—you wondoer t Wo POAT
L)

A llbl"l' jar, orucked and lidiess, stands be-
ae
!'rhe -\wiwimsml with one tiny towal wup-

|
odl
all cake of soap that is as hard
Aud one small cake o : 3 k!

a Boy?

Makes no difference, the,”

more business, 'This is the

er Time -

Have vou
If not you have missed
Bring him here for asuit, a

b e e

r
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