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Rigidly Enforced.

EFFECT OF THE DEAD LETTER STATUTES

Address by Edweid losevwnter Before

the Omaka Y. M, O, A, In
INOE that Has Imme-
diate Appliention.
Kieven yeams ago, o Mareh, 1886, 14-
ward Honevater delivered an addross bo-

Oymba Young Men's Christian
wigvelntion on “The DHscretion of Hxecu-
tivas In the Bnfoicemisl of Law It hie
puver bimn pubiisnbd, but it i 0 pertinent
lsany 1Bat It is offersd an it was then de-

ture Lhe

Lvered, Mr, Ruosowatpr maid:

[t Is deeresd by the eonstitution of Ne-
braska that the supremie sxdaculive power
shall be vested in the governor, who shall
take oape Lthal laws be faithfully
[T d.

kit ¢ proigming the function of chief
e ocul va the govérnor 18 requlsad to titake
wath Liut b will sapport the constitution
of the United States and the constitution
af date and that he will Talthfully
diectin=se the duties of his ofice accord-
Ing to the best of his abliity

I the governar (o Lave no disaretion
In the dlselarge of his duties? 1s he under
abilgntion to enforos avery law on the
stativie  books  regardiess of the eon-
Ly nee or clreumstancesT O is e poT
mitted In the Meckarge of Wi dulles Lo
cxercisse common sonts and diverge from

the perpendicular Hne of absolute enfarees

mént wherever the condition and publie
sontiiment compel a divergence T Do not
custom and usage, which make law, fully

demonstrnte that the executlve must often
exorcias digeretion In the of good
government, as well as nE
populnr respect forf law

fn exnmpining the statute books we find
obsolets laws, inoperative lnws, Impractical
Inws and pernlclous laws

The natatiute of Conneetlout and other
Now Engiand states have for two centuries
been encumberesd with what are known
ar puritan “"Blus Laws™
pince bhecome obaolete

1 need Instance only n few of these laws
to convince may rtional mind that thely

mtnTest

for milntal

snforeement In oor day would only tend
to bring sidleule and odlum upon law in
grenoral,

Comnecticnt Hlne Lawns,

No food or lodging sahall be offered a
Quaker, Adamite or other hervtic

1f any porson shall turn Quaker he shall
be banished and not sufiered to return on
paln of death.’

No one sbatl run on the Babbath day or
walk in his gavden or eluswhere, excoopt
reverently to amd from meeting,

No ono shall travel, cook victusls, make
bode, aweep house, cut halr or shave on
the Bablbath duy.

No womin sball Klss her chlidren on the
SBubbath day or fast day.

Whosver we clothes trimmed with
gold, sliver or pe lace above I shillings

¢ yard sahall be prescnted by the grand
Frou and the selectmen shall tax the of
ender on hiv ostate.

No ope shall read the comunon prayer
book, keep Christmak or set days or play
on any lnstrument except the drum or

sharp,

Married ’"ﬁ munat Uye together or bo

- imprisoned In

Who will contend that the present gov-
ernor of Connecticut s bound to snforce
theso laws o the very letter? Does It not
stand to reason that under existing condl-
tions thia enforcament in utierly Impossl-
bie und i attempted would be realsted and
might even provoke rloting and violence?

Maassnchusetin

The laws I have quoted are now obaplete
and dead, but the following laws sre still
jis full foroe:

Rogues and vagebonds, persons who use
any juggling or unlawful games or playa,
ecommon pipers  and  Oddlers, common
drunkards, night walkers, both male and
fepiale, may bo commited to the Houss of
Industry or wurkr:muu for & term npol ex-

el alx months,
“‘I'rn?#pn shall e punished by Imprison-
ment in the House of Correction or state
workhouse for not Jess than six months or
more than two years, All idle persons
who, not having visible means of support
or llve withoul lawful orn)()loyuu-n:. shall
be deamed vagrants and impoisoned not
mare than six months

Innkespers may refuss to mprly food
to strungers and travelors on Bunday.

Whooven ifravels on the Lord's day, ex-
eept from necesalty or charity, shafl be
punished by a fine not excesding 10 for
ench offense.

Whoever, \\ecﬂn' s house, shop, cellar
or place of publie ent tanment or refrosh-
ment, entertaing thero.n on the Lord's day
any mson other than travelers, sirangers
or gors, or suffers such persons on such
diy to rémain therein, or In the ynrds, or-
chards, or fields appertaining thereto,
deinking or spending thefr time ldly or at

play, or in dol any secular business,
shall be punished fine, ole.
Connectiout.

fivery person who ahall engage in Any
sport or recreation on Sun between
sunrise and sunset shall be 0 not moro
than ™ nor less than §L. Every person
who shall be nt At Any concert of
musie, densing or other public diversion
gen Bunday, or on Lhe evening thereaf, shall

od

Same vagrancy laws as Massachusetts.

Any sheriff, deputy sheriff, oconstuble or
politeman may upon view arrest tramps,
without warmnt, and conviction I en-
titled to & roward of rtu be paid by the
",'uf' mayors, wardens and selecimen are
ecmpowersd and regquested to appolnt spe-
¢l constables, whose duty It shall be to
arrest and prosecuts sl trampe, In thelr
rospective eltios, boroughs and towns

Nehraskn Dead Letter Lawa,

The sintutes of Nebraska date Dack lons
than forly years and already we have plled
up laws that no governor has ever been
able (o anforce and no gevernor has boen
Indiscrwit ehvugh even W atlempl o put
In faroe.

For the last thirteen years we have had
& law on our statute bopks which makes
treating a misdemeancr, and yet there 'Is
not & mngle inatance on record where the
enforcemaent of this law has ever been at-
tempted. It has been & desd letler from
s Inception and will remiis a dend
as it has in Wisconsin, where It first orig-
loated,

We hitve o law on the statute books thnt
prohibits betting on elections, sither stiate
or nationad, and that, of course, would in-
clude offers or awards mude by newspipors
to those who would gues the naine of the
sucvesaful candidatle or Lhe number of voles
that would be esst for him. This law has
remalned & dead letter slmply because pub-
lie sentlment does nol back It up suffglently
e make (ta enfurcement practicable.

We huve & law on our statute books thmt

requires every amployer of female belp (o
stures, offices or sohools 0 provids a chalr,
slucl or seal for each And every such em-
Ploye, upon which these feomale workers
shall be allowed to rest when thelr dulies
will pormii, and any peglect or refusal to
provide o chalr or stoc]l for every female
worker subjects the eniployer to Nne of
from B9 to 3800, which fine shall be pald to
the female worker whom he bas neglocted
to provide with a chalr or seal 1 doubt
whsther anybody can cite & solitary in-
slangs where this law has besn enforced
upen any smployer or where any fine has
ever besn coliected for fallure to camply
with It

There sre lawe prohibiting the sduiter.
aion of lguors asd other lswe Wwhich

which have long |

letter, !

are eqgunally the no-tréeat

lnw,

inoperative with

Observance of Holldnys,

The luws of thia state make New Year's
|-'In): Washington's birthday the Fourth of
July, Labor day, Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas logal holldoys. Tn the oyed of the law
thelr obmervance i just as Imperative as
the oheervance of the legal Sabbath, which
Is Bundsy: but public sentiment does not
im regard them and It would be Impossible
to enforce mtrict Sabbath observance on
the Fourth of July, on Thankagiving day
or on New Year's day. To be sure our
banking houses close and there Is a half
holiday observance among business men
on those days, but what would people who
complnin of the lax Bunday observance
think of firlng cannons, fire crackers and
display of fire-works on an ordinary Bun-
day.

I am aware, of courss, that In ths ab.
stract it 18 expected that the executive—
nationnl, state or municlipal, should exert
all power at his command to enforoe svery

nnd not theories,

Ia it not manifest, from what T have
alréady stated, that If the governor wae
impeachable for fafling to enforce every
law on our statute books that we should
have been without a governor for the 1
twenty-five yoars? .

Fowers of the Mayor,

Let us nmow pasa from the state to the
municipal executive, Under the charter
for metropolitan clities the mayor In the
chlef excoutive officer &nd conserviator of
the pea » throughout the city. He has the
supervislon and control of all affairs of the
clity and it & made his duty to see that
the provislons of the charter and ordinance
are complied with.

Tha charter also provides that the mayor
ahnll be active and vigllant in enforolng
all laws and ondlnancea of the city.

Now, the question ls, has the mayor any
discretion in the enforcement of the lawa
and ordinances a8 he fnds them on the
ptatute books? In he in duty hound to en-
torce every lnw, regardiess of the pornleious
and Injurious consequences it might entall?
1 apprehend that no such construction oan
atlonally be placed upon the duty of the
executive.

The mayor Is expected 1o enforce the laws
against Babbath breaking. The statules
provide that If any person Rbove the age
of 14 years shall be found hunting, fshing,
shooting or quarreling on Bunday he may
be sonfined In the county Jjall for twenty
days, or fined not to excead §50, or hoth, at
the discretion of the ecourl. 1t would bo
| eusy enough to enforce the law aguninst
fshing and hunting, but bow aboul guar-
reling on Bunday? Buppose the mayor
should direct the police O Arrest every
man who quarreled on Sunday morning
over hiy wafMes, his bolled eggs or his
“lled" shiri, Buppose the mayor should
cause the arrest of every man and woman
who quarreled om Bunday about slelgh
riding, or arrest all the women in town
who quarrdied on Sunday over their re-
spective bonnets or dresses.

Suniday Work in Omaha.

The Iaw deciares that every person above
M years of age who shall by found dolng
labor on Bunday, excopt charitable work
and work as may be necessary, shall be
gufity of a misdamennor and subject to ar-
rest and fine, Now, who s w0 declds for
the mayor what I8 necomsary? ‘We know
that a Bunday paper s not an absolute
mocossity, and thercofore the mayor would
boe obliged, i bhe wantsd to enforee the
HBunday law wstrictly, to elose the news-
paper offloes, wrrest the publishers,
poriers, prigters and pressmen, who do
the work after midnight Baturday, and
| mlso cmuse the arrest of all the newsboys
Bunday morping And inasmuch as & Mon-
day paper ia not a necesally any more
than a Sunday paper, it would be his duty
to cause the arrest of the publishers and
employes enguged o labor for the Monday
paper before midnight oo Sunday, which
would practically make it impossible w0
print & paper for Monday morning. Every-
oné knows that & carviage ride s not a
necossity, except' for the rich whoe go to
church {n their own vehicies, therefore It
wistld be the duly of the mayor 1o close
all Hyvery siables and arvest all parties
who take & drive In & hired rig on the
| Babbath day

The world managed to exist without tele-
phones for several thousand years, and,
therefore, telophones ot belog o necessity,
it would be the duly of the mayor 1o closs
the telephone sxchange Sundnys But some
peopls intist that telephones have become
& noocasity, because you might want W
call for & doctor or order a carriage from
& Uveryman to attand & funeral or order
druge from & drugeist Right here we
reach the poilnt where the mayor must ax-
orvise diseretion, and bhe must declde
whether or not work In the telephone ex
change & & pocessily or a desecintion of
the Sabbmth in vielation of law. But the

nw, but we are deallng with conditionsP®

-

OMAHA, SOUTH.AND BAST, FROM THP NHIGH BCHOOL GROTNDS, TWENTIETII

stickler for strict enforcement of the

eniforce the law until it had besn inter-
preted or declured invalld by the courts.

Theorvtically this would be correct, but
In practice it s ‘ligble to causs untold hard-
ship and very oftan would precipitile con-
fllcts between police and oftigens while the
Interpretation of the law was bolng held In
abeyance by the courta

Vagraney ia Practice.

The statutes of Nebraska, designate as &
tramp any peracn going from piack 10 place
and asking or subsisting on oharity. Al
Idle parsons not baving visible means of
support and maintenance, and all persons

let- 1out of employment
ter of the law would say the mayor must | groceries, sheds, barns or in the open air,

AN

who live In taverns,

and all persons wandering about and beg

ging, or who go from door to
door or from place Lo place,
nre  declared by the laws of Ne-

braska vagranta, and upon conviction shall
be fAned and imprisoned lno jall, und be sub-
Jooted to hard labor In jall or elsewhere
In the county, as the court may order. The
‘only exception to this harsh law s made
In favor of péersons dlsqualified from per-
forming manual labor by physical Inabllity,
and all suech, If the law was atrictly en-
forced, must be pent to the almehouse, of
the proper city or county.

Now, how eould the mayor of Omaha en-

- 3 “h“l

-
TR

foree the
time (1BS56)7T
women who are now out of employment In
Omaba were dealt with according to the
striot letter of the law we should have to
construct falls that would
five reglments of people. Who would be
s0 arudd and Iinhuman as to attempt W
execute this law, even If the mayor should
20 order? I contend that the culntessence
of all law Is Justice and bumanity. Above
all things, we must be humune If we want
to be just, and wherever any law sceks o
degrade and punish respectable brend-
winners because they are unable to And
work, its enforcament would be a corime

vagrancy Iuw at the

hold four or

Question of

The rich proprivtor genorally knows how
to go About marketing his property, but
A man who has only one or two amall
holdings (0 disposs of s apt to go wrong,
The wvalue of renl estale depends largely
an Its being convertible Into omsh. It
uften Beema unsaleable because the owner
does not know how to sell i, Too much
good advice canpnot well be given on this
subijoct.

The average owner's ldea of how to sell
his real estate l» summed up In listing it
for sale with ws many brokers as possiljle.

That Is where he makes his mistake, The

«t-ntmat of which he moay beétler tnderstand

re- |

if he will let me fArst point oul what The
duiiss of his brokér should he and then
show him why no broker can discharge
those duties under the prevalling method
of employment.

A broker receives his pay from the real
eptale ownnr whose property Ne esells, und
he should represent his employer as faith-
fully as & lawyer represents his client
The Arst business of the broker Is to ex-
amine the property and lecality, estimate
the wvalue of the property from pearsonal
Inspection of the premises and tell the
owner whether his price Is too' low or too
high. Afler the price has been made right,
the broker must make every effort to soll
the property aAs s00on as possibie for the
must modey snd on the best lerms obtain-
abile.

In order to And bidders he should frealy
adveruiss the properly for sale through the
best adverusing mediums and In the most
elfective way, and abould by every memns
bring It o the notice of the people wWho
are in the market for resl eatate of that
peneral character. Buch s o partial sum-
mary of the dutles of the consclentious and
efficient broker,

Waorkings of Fresant Plan.

Under prevulling oconditions of employ-
ment he can do none of these things. Toe
property being listed with & number of
biokers and the owner retalning the privi-
lege of scliing it on his own secocunt, the
broker csunot afford the tme and ex-
pense of visiting Lhe property, nor can he

Exclusive Agency Listings

Bealdes, his chances of making a com-
misxion under Lhose circumstances ara 00
mmall to Warrant the expense of advertis-
Ing. When he does N & prospective cus-
tomer he dares not bold out for the high-
est price and best terma. Bhould he do
80, the customer Is Apt to go W another
broker or to the ownear directly to see if
he ctn do belter. The first broker, there-
fore. s ofien constrailned to sacrifice the
Interest of the owner in order to ¢lose the
bargaln befors somebody else, taking it
from bhlm, leaves him no profit for all his
palna,

What happens when an owner lists his
real estate for sale under the present sys-
leti? The land 1 eatersd on Lhe broketr's
books—oh, yes, and if any man providen-
fally happens along who wanis w buy
4 plece of real estate he Is handed a job
Het of bargaine, Frequently the broker
hus ‘nat seen the property, All he knowa
about It is what the owner has wold kim.
He I8 lgnorant of |ts appearnpoe and sur-
reundinge, of Its state of repair end ac-
tunl value, In a word, he knows noething
at all which & porchaser neesds to know
THe prospective gustomer looks at two or
three of the bargains, ne one of which
ecomes within a mile of what he wants
and all of which are priced far above their
valua. Then he @ves up the frultiess guest
in disgus! and goes home.

Systemn s Wroug.

It Is the system that & wrong Tha
broker does na well as can be expected
under adverse conditions. Of a thousand
Hems on bis salen books nearly all are
liated with half a dosen other firma It
they are llsted on an average with four
agents his chancos are slim of oarning
commissions on one ouwt of a dosen. The
owner s only toon eager to sell directly
a purchasor *wvery lkely he bhas
given the broker a fancy price. expecting
Lo secure & buyer himself at s much lower
figure, and merely utillzing Lhe broker %o
send  prospective purchasers. A broker
may belleve heé han & cumiomer at & good
price, but he will seize the opportunity
to sell 8t o lower price rather than run
the risk of having the saie santched frem
him.

This entire system deserves to be turned
upside down. If you wuat o sell your
Feil salate begin by foding ous beokes

o

you can trust, then make it an object to
that broker to sell the property, One good,
hard-working agent In worth ten poor or
indifferent ones. Having ascertalned Its
true value, the agent showid refuse to put
it on his list ot mn exaggernied price.
Having sccepted a plece of property to
aell, he should sell . Let him have a
thorough knowledge of all the property on
his books and let him undertake at one
time only w0 many us he can handle hon-
estly and of@clently. This will be betier
for him and for his customaer,
Compares with Lawyers.

Bome foollsh persons have been known to
employ two or three lawyers to so the
same work, but they have usually rusd I
A broker should be trusted as much us n
lawyer. An owner of property who wishes
to sell it should not have a 1ot of agents
workking at crosm purposes, each making
unwarranted concessions in the hope of
closing o sale Defore some competitor does
#0. Even a dealer In second-hand clothes
eontrole the goods he offers for sale. A
reil estate broker under present condi-
tons can hardly clalin as muoeh Independ-
ence 23 Lthe proprictor of a sunkshop. The
business Is tn & bad rut, asd the resulta
are unsatisfactory w0 vendor, purchaser
wnd broker alike.

Conditions will Improve and real estats
wili become more saisabie jJust as =spon as
the better class of Yeal estate agents ro-
fuse (0 handle property for which they
have not the sxclunive ngency awnd owners
lewrn that It Is to their interest to operals
In this way. A broker eannot guard your
Interest unless he knows that he will be
backed up, If he s offered 35,000 by a man
whom he Lhinks he can work up to #6000,
make him wssfe while he does so. Do not
put bim in & position where, unless be ries
bo sell at the lower price, he will find the
property sold, perhaps even Lt the sans
man, by another broker.

The conditionn of the ageney should be in
wriling. They should protect the property
owner &and pot be drawn by the broker
with a view o hls own security alons. The
resl estate brokers of Chicugo should adopt
& form of agency agreement which is falr
to the principal and of which no agent who
wanis to do & legitimate business can
Justly complaln.—~Peler Van Viasingsn In
Hesurd-Hernld
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presont | agialnst humanity.
1t all the able-bodied men and | Who

l

| whaut would be the use of giving him powes

will probably alwaye remaln on the statule
books, but It goes withodt saying that the
executive oMoer of a large clty must exer-
cles discration aa regurda thelr enforce-
ment, even In good timeéa He I8 not ex.
pected, even in prosperous times, to treat
every periniless person who Is temporarily
out of employmant as & tramp or vagrant.

More Serloun Froblems,

Passing from these striking Instances
where the chilef magistrata s compellsd to
axercine discretion In enforcing the law, woe
will now discuss the laws relating o
gambling, the social evil and other vices
that prevall to & greater or léss extent In
all large clities In the world Beginning
with gambiing, let mo state that I am nol
one of those who contend that gambling s
eusontial to the well being of & comumunity,
Inrge or mmall, Gambling In any form,
whether public or private, whether in
Mocks or graln or real estate or money I
destructive to pulblle morals and subversive
o the well being of society. In this state
gambling for money has been made n
penitentinry offense, and every person tht
gambion for money saubjects hlmeself (o the
pame penaities ons the keepers of the
gambling housen. Every person that plays
cards for motey 8 sgqually lable, even
where the stake Is only & penny to make
the game Interesting. This s the weak
spotl of Lhe law, that has randered It both
Impracticabile and Incperntive. Grand Jurios
bave indleted keepors of gnmbling houwes,
but thelr patrons could not testify, be-
onuss In 80 doing they would oriminnte
themaeives, It s sale (o say that so long
as the laws remaln in thelr presont shape
It will be very diffeult, If not npossible, to
recure conviotions, Concede that it Is Lhe
duty of the munlcipal executlve to enforce

the Inwe ngainst gambling, the qu’nnn s
whether In the discharge of his duly he
mny excrolse any discretion. Is 1t ex-

proted that the mayor will Indisoriminately
oause the Invasxion hy the polloe of every
hotel, apartment, flat and domiclle where
onrds are being played for a small ante
In common with, resorts where gambling s
oarried on for large stakes Ly professionals

Buch a thing would not
muake s Hving out of this arimfnal
business™ It woyld ocertainly seem Lhat
without some dlseretion on the part of the
mayor and the pollce the enforcing of the
gnmbling laws would Invite frequent dis-
turbancea and invasions of private righis,

Right here let ma eall attentlon to the
fact, which every lawyer will admit o bo
fundamental, that the mayor ls not ex-
pected to make ocomplaints against
gamblers and gambling houses any more
than any other cltizen. It s the duty of
all law ablding oltisens whenaver they
know that & crima has been committed to
enter complaint, and it will then devaolve
upon the public prosscutor to flle Informn-
tion aguinst every offender, whenover he
has become satisfied that a orime has been
commitied.

Coneclusion of Experience.

The experience of ages has abundantly
confirmed the prevalling bellef among all
well Informed people that the social evil
can pever be stamped out. All that ean
be done ls to kesp It within bounds wnd
under strict police survelllance, While the
atatutes make the rentlng and keeping of
bouses of HII fame & misdemeanor and yub-
Ject the Inmates 0 fined and lmprisonment
In jall the charier clearly recognizes the
discretion of the executive In the enforce-
ment of this law.

Bection 2 of (he charter for metropolitan

oltes (1806) providea that the mayor and
council shall have power to restraln, pro-
hiblt and suppress Uppling shops, housas
of prostitutive, opium Joluts, or dens, w2,

Now to restrain clearly tmpliea to bald in
check, to curb or to repress, or o confine
within certaln limite. If W was the duty
of the mayor absolutely to suppress, then

to restrain? ‘Ihe manifest Intent of the
law In Lo recogmize existing conditlons in
metropolitan citler and leave 1o the mayor
and councll dlscretivnary power to BUp-
press  where suppression Is possible or to |
restrain where suppression s Impractica-
ble. The sc-called burnt Alstrict ls after
all mimply an expedient to hedge tn and
keop under survelllance the class of abun-
doned women who have chosen for them-
selves o life Of open shame

The most eminent politiosl seonomint
agroes with the ablest medical experts
that every attempt to spatter the vicious
cluss 1o followed by the spreading of in- |
decency and immorality.
The January numbsr of the Medl-|
cul Age, published In Detrolt, contains
an editorial on the egnirol of Lhe soeial
evil from which Lhe following extract e
suggestive:
Control by the stats should be demanded
America for the reason that here Lhe
bagnios wre the shelter of the criminal
cinases, wherwas In Eurcope they are
shunned by suoh owlug ta the fact all ln-
stitutions of thia class dre constantly under
pollos supervision and without elther back
entrance or vide exits
In & choles betwesn two evils, one nsi-
urally turns %o the lesser, and those mem-
bers of suclely who are not swayed by fx-
naticism wnd rule or rain senUments have
long since mougnlied that control presents

of the problem,

the only ﬁMMMM&l

| aMoe o get IL

Pertinent Bugwestions Prompted by the
Quickening Activity in Omaha.

VETERAN RECALLS SOME ANCIENT HISTORY

Interesting Grixt of (Gossip for People
Intercated in the Buying and
Selling of Cliy Lots
and Lands,

The wondorful Uansformatton that haa
beenn wrought I the bullding Hne of Omahs
and Its general buliding topography within
comparatively short thne s hardly reals
ized even by thoss people who have lved
bhere through it all, The most siriking way
to onforce thess changes upon those wha
have forgotten how Omaha used to look,
or upon neweomors who never knew Lths
Omaha of o1d, Ia through piciure sontraste,
showing the same portion of the city as It
aypeated In days goné by and a8 |t appoars
now, 'The two photegraphs reproduced on
this page present an object lesson of this
kind. They ahow a ssction of Omaha thak
is rapidly getlung to be the very heart of
the bLusiness arsa, having vesn taken from
the corner of the high scheol grounds, ems
bracing all that lies to the south and sast

as far na the wye onn reach from that
point. The older picture dates from about
twonty-five years ngo and the npeawer
ont wWha  tilken last year, A closn
study of the two photogmaphs pr-
sents marvelous transformations. It
interesting 0 note Lhat ona of the
steiking bulldings that is to be found on
both plctures In the old Meredith house
nt Ninetesnth and Dodge atrests, which
has just changed bands, This residence,
which was at one time the pride of
Omuhn, was laler ovoupled by Dr, J. C,

Denise, whose wife was & daughter In the
Meoredith family, whowse home It originally
was, and after the death of Dr. Denise It
became rental property, belng now o0ocn-
pled by the family of the clerk of the fed-
eral court, George . Thummell. It I8
in the conter of spacious grounds and
ecanily dlscernable, Aslde from the few
other notsble old landmarks ke this,
howeover, there are really few bulldings in
this district that were there twenty-five
yerrs ugo, and are still there.

““The Boo's strictures on  real estate
speculatjon and real estata option trading
doubtless struck lots of people as timely
and to the point,'” declared the veteran roeal
oalala man,

“But no clity can have brisk activity In
réal estats without more or less speculation
and the speculative tendency is one of the
purest signs that real estnte values nre
moving upward. If a man has property to
soll and sees & chance to got his price, hs
Is not lkely to cars very much whelher
the purchaser intends to Improve It or to
hold It ull he ean got a profit on his In-
vostment—that is he Is not likely to ocare
unless ho has other property adjncent which

‘he would llke to have benefited by Improves

ments on the plece swold. When it comes
to real estate option trading, it resclves
itaelf Into & slmple gquesation of turning the
property over fast, Al man usunlly
buye on time, making a flrat payment of
only & small part of the purchass price, and
if he sells befors the next payment is due
it Is the same thing a8 (mding on an
option; If ha decides he hna not sstuck a
bargain und lets the propmity me without
making ndditlonal payments, It is the sama
thing as taking an option and letting It
lapse. The speculntion business oan, of
course, be driven to death and carries a
large margin of risk and abuse In Its wake,
but I do not regard it as In iteclf vielous
or demoralizsing so far as p healthy tone
of real estite business Is concerned.”

“Do you know that Omaha oan agnln
point to the fact that every natlopal banik
In the clty owns and ovouples its own
bullding?" pursued the veleran real estals
man. "It used to be so onece befors, but for
soveral years prior to the merger [ast
summer, two out of our seven hational
banks were In rented quarters, The two
that rented are the ones that merged with
s Lhird and moved into the latter's bulld-
Ing. 1 doubt whether the merger would
ever have taken place had they all been
ocoupying bulldings of thelr own. There
Is nothing that helps give a bank & charae-
ter for sound and substantial permansboy
o much na & good substantinl bank bulid-
Ing. bearing s name. Omaha's national
banks are all right on this point, as well
as on all other points'

“Another good sign In the local realty
ntmosphers s the reappearance of the
gireet floor office,” declares the weteran
real estate man, “Haven't you poticed
how mapldly things have boeon moving
that way? There are a doson street flaor
renl ostate and abstract offices In Omaha
today where there were but three or four
n fow years ago. A man has to be deing
biuslness to pay the stiff rent these places
command, but the very fact that he can
occupy the very best offion space to be
had makes business for hiin to componsals
the Inoreasod oltlny seversl times overn
I don't care what you think about it, but
1 tell you the front & follow puts up
in this field has a plle to do with the re-
sulta. The ground floor ofMoe room LM
to be the only thing when the blg boom
was on in the 80's. Don't you remsmber
C. E Mayne's place down hare on W=
teenth #treet? After the boom burst a
real estate man fell himself Jucky W have
any old kind of an office and sometimen
A little K desk’ ro0om corner wWas more
than his bank acoount would meet. When
ho spread out again he went slowly and
moderate pricsd up stadrs rooms waa all
he was able to afford. But he kept move
Ing upward whenever he moved at all—into
bigger rooms and hetter bulldings, until
pow he I ready to rent the best eomer
in town and bid apninet a rallwey ticket
I tell you It does me good
Lo ses 1LY

Yeunrs of Labor Lost.
“T have been told," sald & man of am=
perience, ‘“that It s not unusual for men to
spend much thought and tall over nven-

| lons of one sort or another, ouly to fnd

when they took these things to Washington
o be patented that the same idens had
long before been worked out by somebody
else and that patents had already been 8-
sued on them. 1 bad that sxperionce once
with a book

“1 apent fourtesn years once wrilng a
book, and 1 had it all but eompleted. And
then ons day, stopplig =t & socond-hand
booksta!l, 1 picked up froos among & lot of
buoks offered at 6 cents cuch gne that bore
i title in the very wurds thut | had decided
upos for the title of my book, and the opels

ing senteuce in this book was almost jdeps’

tical with that itn my own.

"SBomaebody else had bad the same Me,
that 1 had worked over so long, and bad
written and published a book sbout It Bfly
yoars befors. " —New Yuwrk Sum




