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THE OMAHA ILLUSTRATED BEE.

House Moving Has Become a Fine Art of Boundless Possibilities

AT BUVENTEENTH AND FARNAM

HE moving of big bulldings has
become an art and ought to he
recognized an wuch, dediare thowo
who have made a lfe study of
the manatter, To pick up a huge

prick struciure, holst It high in the alr and
lot it down aguin at the deslred spot with-
out #n much as disturbing the peaple who
are living n It reguires something more
nearly approaching natural talant than the
mere application of welontific rules and
formulae.

Bo the connolsseur In the handling of
bulldings will maintain that 1t is hot every
man who oan reach anywhere near per-
feotion. Those who attain that high stand«
ard must be born with certaln charnoteris-
tics that cannot be sducated Into a man,
For the urt eof house moving Las reanched
such o high wiate of davelopment that very
nlas Alstinctions are drawn belween & suc-
vensful job and a bungilng fallure

If after you have holsted your bullding
up on stlits in midalr, pushed It hundreds
of feel and then loweared It to the point
you want it to ovcupy, the fastidlous
houséewifo should find so much as & duast-
panful of plastering knocked off the celling
or If It should Lo discovered the heavy
brick chimney had sottled & fraction of an
inch, you. might as well go out of thoe
house moving busineas, for you have made
A Milure of & comparatively ensy job. A
decade ago you might have Leen able to
maintain a reputation, but not in this day
when house moving hs jasched 80 near o
state of perfection.
hl —_——
| Limitntions Slowly Glving Way.
| JOf course there are limitations to the pos-
| sibllities of even & born house mover, but
. they are being enlarged all the time and
| evén now It s largely a question of the
sizs and strength of the tools they use.
When factories are able to give them big-
ger and more powerful Jack screws and
heavier beams they will be able to Increase
In proportion to the alwe of the Lulldings
they oan handle. It !s & fact that houwse
movers are able to transport large bulldings
gront dlstances with practically no danger
to the structures that hnn.‘!\'on Importance
to the work. Years ago when to move a
hoftes o few blocks practically meant that
it ‘would be wronched and strained until
It was of almost no value to the owner
without the expense of roinforcing the
studding and Jolsts, It was about as pro-
Ntdble to tear the bullding down and sell
it for old Junk and construct & new one
on the new slte.

Today a large number of landlords makae
It & pmotice Lo buy up old houses occupy-
Ing sites that have to be cleared, move
them 1o lots in the suburbs and it them up
to rent. One man recently bought elght
of these bulldings, had them transported to
a8 many lots in the suburbs and s now get-
ting from 2 to 54 & month out of them,
And the cost was so small thess rentals
yield him a bly interest ea the money In-
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vented. The houses =are practically as
guod as new and the purchase price and the
expinse of moving them wos muoh leun
than the cost of bullding new houses would
be al the present prices of lumber. The
houses are {reguently bought at sacrifice
prices because the slies they are occupying
have to bo cleared for bullding operations
within a lmited time
Housne Movers Work Wonders,

80 the wvery perfection of the houss
mover's art brings him more and more
business as people realize what he 8 able
to do. It 1 mow n rare thing to sea &
house torn down, Instead it |8 sold as It
stands and a part atl least of the original
cont of the labor ls secured. The Irish-
man who replisd In answer to & question
a8 to how he Hkad his new Job: "Foino;
I'm tearin' down a Protestant church and
gettin' pald for It will find his pleasure
spolled, Nowadaya the trustees would find
it more profitable to sell the church and
have It moved.

“The business of house moving has
reached such u pérfection that we can move
bulldings long distunces and keep them on
a foundation as firm and rigid as their
permanent resting place,” sald H, F. Patrle
of Petrie Bros., who move several hundred
houses from one part of Omaha to another
overy year “In Fremont we moved Nty
hotses off the Great Narthern right-of-wny
and scattered them all over town, and
after we got through you couldn't find &
scoop shovel full of lovse plastering in
the whole fifty."

It Is ene of the indleations of the de-
velopment of the craft that large con-
tracts are frequently handled by single
firms. The same Nrm Is now moving 100
houses from the OGreat Western right-of-
way In Omaha. Raflroads let contracts
for the clearing of buildings from thelr
right-of-way through the country also,
This goes to ahow how well organized the
business s gotting to be. This same firm
keeps about twenty-five buildings on the
move all the time,

Sanmples of Their Work,

One of the most Interesting exploits in
this line was sccomplished several years
ago when whal wue knuwn ae the old 8harp
bullding at Elghteenth and Douglas on the
uite now ococcupied by the telephone bullding
was lowered thirty-elght feet. The reduce
tion of the adjacent sireets to grude left
the bullding way up out of reach, It wns
A larga bLrick bullding, but It was decided
to be feasible to lower It without Injury.
The bullding wis Jacked up and the hill
out away under I, the grudors with their
teams working constantly under the crib-
bing that supported the bouse. As the
earth under It was excavated and carried
AW, ® house was lowersd until at the
end of the job It was left thirty-eight feet
bolow Its foriner position and in as good
condition as it was originally, It must be

remembered that In
precautions must be
the chimneys and
those parts of the
weighta from set-

tioned I8 about

Thirty-seevnth and
Deweay, avenus

clal diMoulty to be

encountered In the bullding is the fact It Is
two and a half stories

dimensions and contnins. five

supports will
under the chimneys and fire places, for 1f
they should settle » balf an inch Iin the
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moving the plasteriug would be badly
cracked and loosened, In additiom to the
strain that would be put on the front of
tha house.

Hardly less remarkable than the moving

df the Dewey avenue house was a job done
by the firm &t Woodbine, Ia., not long

RESIDENCE OF

punhed out 0 (et
on oribbing and lert

basement wans then

was In progress the
hotel was In opera-
ton, und as It hap.
pened Lo be & busy

the rooms were

Al Ninsteenth and Deuglas streets there
are threo residence
thirty-five feet up In the alr by the reduc-

housea which
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hottsen were pushed out on false work and
then Jawsred to the street and after the
hill on which they had formerly stood waa
dug nway ware puvhad buock to positions
just bensunth that they had ovecupled. The
highest part of the raofs of the houses are
now about on n level with the lower Jart
of thelr basement as they originally stood
During the moving process and whila the
bulldings were on stilts they were oo-
cupled by familles as If nothing unusual
were happening to them,
Brick and Wood Look Allke.

It does not matter much to the house
mover whether hils bullding s made of
brick or la & frame structure or Is .art
brick and part frame. A fine brick beurn
belonging to W. H. MeCord, which had
been damoged by fire, was holsted up ten
feel In the alr, shunted over to ome side
sixty feel and placed on a Arm founda-
tion., The bullding was made entirely of
brick and had n floor of fagatone in
order 10 move It 100 juack screws had to be
used and elaborate timber work Dlaced
under the walls to keep thety from straln-
Ing. At Seventeenth and Jones street a
three-story house, two of wood and one of
brick, wns lowersed twenty-four feet so
catafully that even the briek basement
was not disturbed.

.—_.._E‘_
Houses Turned End for End,

Another part of the work of the house
mover that reguires special care Is turn.
Ing bulldings around in small spaces. The
twisiting motlon is llkely to Injure the
walls unless great precautions are taken.
One of the fents of this kind accomplished

,Waa a job In which a frame building with

A brick basement was turned so that It
faced Beventeenth avenue Instead of Hight-
eenth #-eet and all of this accomplished
within the space of -ene lot. At Forty-
first and Dewey nvenue a church measuring
41x1156 fect was turned around, though the
length of the bullding added conslderably
to the diMculty of the Job,

Distance Is no longer a hindrance to
the moving of bulldings. Houses can be
carted for miles without Injury, though of
cgurse, in the case of heavy structures the
progress s alow. Bulldings are frequently
moved .rom the businesa part of the cliy
to the suburby. In one Instance o sixteen-
room flat was moved seven blocks without
domage,

In linée with house moving, but still of
an entirely different naturq was a job
roecently completed at the electric light
plant n Omaha, The roof of the plant,
tiled and trussed with steel beams and
estimuted to welgh 100 tons, was raised ten
feet and the walls of the bullding bulit
up under It waa ralsed foot by fool All
the time the mén were al work the plant
continued to run and the men clambered
around among the wires and over the
machinery. This Is held to be one of the

and Is moved al times to resort to hervle
means to uchieve the results he seels. The
anclent battue or tinchel in one of tho plans
thut has been adapted to the war on wolves
and Is popular, for it affords some sport ns
well as serving a useful end. One of these
wolf drives was recently held in Hal
ocounty, Nebrasksa, and has been described

by a correspondent for The Bee.

——
Central Nebraska Wolf Haant.

During the last few years—and eapeclally
the last fall and present winter—coyotes
and pralrie wolves have becomne very num-
erous throughout central Nebraska, Not
many of them are seen, but soon after night-
full thedr hideous “ki-hi-youl-l-la." repesled
ol Intervals through the night, s enough
to make ohe unaogualtted with them, think
some lost soul has returned Crom Hades
to warn his fellow men. I have known pec-
ple jJust from the ecast to declare that "a
ot of c¢hlldren are sereaming, shrieking,
Just down the road s bl when the wise
westerner know It was only a lone coyote

it 1s not thelr horrible
nolse that the people most dread. Many
chickens, turkeys, littie plgs and sheep dis-
appear every night,
prairie wolves attack calves and small
Hundreds of dollars worth of
small stock have leen taken from the farm-
ors by these sneaking night thieves.

Two varisties are known here
ote 18 about the size of a small shepherd
grey-brown In color,
and & coward. The prairie woll Is lnrger,
& cleanasr grey color, with long, bushy il
Nose and eurs something ke a
much bolder than the
about the same color as dry grass, there-
an experienced
them, sven when running

The coyotes are usually the more numer-
They ure very difficult to trap, sspe-
cially the big wolves, and almoaost Impossi-
Bkie to shool, a8 one cannot get near enough
with & gun. They searh to be able to smell
danger in the gun, for a man with only
stick can sometimes get within u few yards

calling to his mate.
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of them. Thelr hair is very thick, so that
only coarse shot at close range will kil
them. Only one effectlve way of hunting
them ls known, and that is by rounding
them up In the manner [ will now attsmpt
o describe.

—_——
FPlanning a Wolf Drive.

During the first part of February some of
the leading farmers near St. Libory, Neh.,
planned a blig wolf hunt, It was to eover
from twenty-five to thirty square miles
Near the center of the area o level, close
cut meadow land was selected for the meetl.
Then every man and boy for miles around
was notified of the time and place selected
for the hunt About fifteen men were
mounted on tough horses. There weare Lhe
caplains, whose duty it was to post the
men at regular intervals of several rods
and see that they sdvanced evenly when
e time¢ 1o start arrived. Wagonloads of
hunters were taken to each corner of the
area o be hunted and there Eivengover Lo
the orders of the captaine At a certaln
tUme agreed upon the men on and nearest
the corners start, for they have the far-
thsst to go. About ten or fAfleen minutes
later the meén on the aldes start, thus
forming a huge cirele of advancing asmed
ma=n. Now It's “"Hurrah, boys' The hunt
i» on."

The men steadily advance, beating thae
brush and tall grassy places, the captains
ehouting thelr orders. Occasionally some
one shoots & rabbit or w Wrd, Hawks and
owls are driven from thelr hiding places;
Bome are ahol, others gat oul of range only
to ba shot at by the hnuters on the opposite
Ene Most of the game killel at the be-
ginning of the hunt s Jeft where it falls,
as the maen have to walk from two to «ix
milea and get tred carrying 1t A big
Jack=abbit welghs from eight to ten pouands
und seems to welgh more than twlee nas
much at the send of two or thres mies of
rovigh walking When o wolf is sighted
much execltement and yelling onsues. Es.
pecially if he iries o break (urough the
line. More often he tries W hide In tha
thick ;l'nau If he keeps perfectly still tha
men often puss by hilm, ae It takes an axtra
Bharp eYe to distinguish bim from the grase
s0 pear his own color

e
Finish aof the Hnut.

When the oppealte tnes of mi#n come In
#eh) of sucll otlior exolieinent vuna hldi.
Men run, yelling and shooting st the fright-
ened wolf or coyole whenever any of them
eome near encugh The wagons come rabs
tling behind Nearby haystacks and knolls
mw ocoupled Dy sightseers. Belated ones
ars rurning at the top of thelr speed, over
soft-plowed ground, through cornfeids,
patchen of ssndburs, “Deggure’ boe” and

Herw s a woman
grandchlldren,
running and puffing, trying to guin the top
of & knoll in time to see the “finish.”
there Is & couple running—the woman clad
looks delleats and
They are evidently from
the city and have left thelr horee in safety,
tled 1o & pole in the depihs of & straw calf
shed back at the nearest farmhouse,
* wives and daughters nppear from varl-
of rosy-checked
girls have come to & slough with water and
They have to hunt a place 1o get
man goes hurriedly
on, leaning heavily on & stout stick to aid
He started with
the strength to keep
he in determined
Suddenly & gap s notleed In Lhe
line of hunters and a wolf la seen sneaking
and point and the
nearest ones fire at the slinking wolf.

muddy places,

furs—the man
is nearly winded.

ous d'rections,

his tired legs
hunters, but had

captains wheel thelr tired ponles and make
a dush after him, Airing a8 they go. But he
is getting away In splte of them. It is as-
tonishing how quickly the long, swinging
lope of the wolf takes him out of range.
Now he Is out of sight in a bunch of tull
grnss and the men know It is hopeless to
chase him farther
&> —
finfely In Shotguns.

Only shotguns ure used ln the wolf hunt
Perhapa If someone had had a rifle they
might havo got him, but rifes are not al-
lowed as they carry 20 far It Is dangerous
for the men. When the hunters are sure
the last wolf ia killed & great popping of
guns s heard. Foch man who hbas not
already fired off his gun fAres iIn the alr
This i for the general safety of the
rowd,

Now the huniers come together. Owver
80 of them, Greetings are exchanged and
& Ereat hum, almost a roar, of conversation
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accomplishod
line In Omaha,

Are Negulred,

main benms used will be 1416 inches and
Jurge bulldings tha
beams are sixteen Inches square and sixty-
rest of the framse
bullding rests smaller
perfection of graln in

of bulldings
Interesting procesding to thoses who
cnn stand off to one alde and look on
may ba Kept
leval the Jacksorews must be
rated uniformily. large joba an
a1 of these Jackscrews are required, but
in ordinary cases the number I8 much lesa
that the threads of those

The men work by count,
calling a number

keenness to discover much romance in the
business of house moving. Those who fol-
low it are attructed largely by the fact It
profitable business when
Exciting inoldents are not mmre,
and the smployes are alwoays
more or less dunger {rom the breuking of
the apparatus or the carclessness of n fal-
An Incident is reported In
which & house on stilts dropped down upon
wiis working under
doubled him up In a very palnful manner,
most of the appamtus
waus under the house it was found gulocker

low employe.

Owlng to the fact

The breaking of the
with & windiass may
result serloudly to whoever haypens
to be in the way

all night moving a bullding off the proposed
huste was ciused by

waorked all night
with one eye oul for an lrate woman with

Lidke all other ernfts In which groat skill

business show
erable pride In thelr ablility
Thin fealing shows piainly when they
tulk about thelr work and they expiain the
makeup of timber work
might talk of a skilitul
plece of sculpture from his hand.

Wolf Hunting on the Nebraska Plains an Exciting Winter Sport

REDATORY animals are the pest
of the ranchman's life, and an-
nually oost him a pretty penny
in the way of damage done tu
small stook. During recent yeurs

the wolves and coyoles have multiplied un-

il they bave become a serious proposition

aven among the older settled gommunitica

of the wesl Bounties offered for their do-
struction have not had the deaired effect.

Indesd, It has mors than once been proven

that wolf-rulslng was practiced as a souroe

of income. Bul the farmer whose chickens,
lambs, cnlves and pigs have boen ralded
sgain and again, that the hunger of a pack
of prairie wolves or coyotea might be ap-
peaned, soon loses might of the humor of
the asitualion, snd goes after the pesky
coritters In real earmest. The cunning of
thebo salmals has oot been exaggerated
fa the stories told of them by maguszine
writars and naturallsts crodit them with
belng exosedingly shrewd. The faurmer who
hal tfed to exterminate them by ordinwry
weans knows how wise the beasts become,

The game Is minutely examinsd
to see In how mony places he s shot und
which one really killed him.
that sight or ten different wolves or coyotes
have been seen during the morning's hunt,
Ounly one was killed—a young one, too, o

They discover

did all the rest of them.
cunning saguoity

This goes to prove

hundred and Afty

only & few rods
apagl al first, later only a few yardas fl""‘l
smonth pralrie
beating through the

80 they know the game (a atill In the ring

und grows fal,

(Continued oun Page Seven.)



