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ACK of Japan's astonlshing progress along material lines lles
ite amazing educational development. Fifty years ago but
few of itsa people could read or write, now considerably less
than 10 per cent would be classed as {lllterate. It {8 difM-

cult to conceive of such a transformation taking place almost within
i generation. JThe prompt adoption of western methods and the
rapid assimllation of western ideas gives Indubitable proof of the
pre-exlstence of a vital national germ. A pebble dropped Into soll,
however rich, and cultivated no matter how carefully, gives back no
response to the rays of the springtime sun. Only the seed which
has life within can be awakened and developed by light and warmth
and care. Japan had within it the vital spark, and when the winter
of its isolatlon was passed its latent energy burst forth Into strong
and sturdy growth.

Its sons, ambitious to know the world, scattered themselves
thronghout Europe and Amerlea, and having laden themselves
with new ldeas, returned Ilke bees to the hive. In this way Japan
constantly gained from every quarter, and Its eduecational system
Is modeled after the best that the ages have produced. Tt has its
primary schools for boys and girls, attendance belng compulsory,
and below these In many places there are kindergarten schools.
The middle schools, In which the boys and glrls are separated, take
up the course of Instruction where the primary schools leave off.

Government Controls the Big Schools

Then follow the universitles, of which there are seven under
the control of the are In the
cities Institutlons known as higher commercial schools, which com-
bine general instruction with such special studies as are taught in
our commercial colleges There are also a number of normal
schools for the training of teachers., In addition to the schools and
colleges established and conducted by the government, there are a
number founded by Individuals and socletles. The largest of these
ls Waseda college, founded and still maintained by Count Okuma,
the leader of the progressive party. It is adjoining the home of
the count and Is bullt upon land which he donated. Dr. Hatoyama,
at one time speaker of the national house of representatives, who
holds a degree from Yale college, is the official head of this insti-
tution; in all of its departments it has some 5,000 students.

I have already referred in a former article to the Kelo Gijuku, the
college founded by Mr, Fukuzawa, The attendance here is not so
Inrge ns at Wasedn, but the lustitotlon has bad an {llnstrious enreer
a1l exerts a wide influence upon the conntry, 1 visited both of thess
colleges, and never addreseed more attentive or responsive andiences,
As English 1s taught in all the middle schools, colleges and universities,
the students are able to follow a speech In that language without ap
Interpreter.

The State university at Tokio ineludes six departments, law, medi-
cine and engineering courses being provided, as well as courses in
literature, sclence and agriculture., The total number of students en-
rolled at thls university Is about 8.500. The Natlonal university at
IKyoto has three faculties, lnw, mediclne and sclence, the last named
including engineering; the attendance at this university Is between
600 and 700. In the states of Choshue and Satsuma there are higher
schools, supported by funds given by former feudal lords of those
states.

government, Besldes Lhese there

Education of Girls is Watched

The education of girls is not neglected, although as a rule they
do not go as fur in their studies as the boys. There ure a number of
normal schools and seventy-nine high schools for girls, besides the
Peercsses’ school and several private institutions. The Woman's unl-

,verslty at*Foklo, situated near Waseda college and under the patronuge
of Count Okuma, has had a phenomenal career. Established only five
yenrs ago, It has now an enroliment of some 700, and s puttng up sev-
eral new bulldings.,

There are also a number of misslonary schools and colleges. The
Preshyterians support three boarding scliools for boys and eleven for
girls, besldes ten day schools; the totul attendunce at these schools 1s
nearly 2,300,

The Congregationalists hnve a number of schools, the largest,
Doshishn college nt Kyoto, belng the Iargest and most influentinl Cliris-
tian institution in Japan. I had the pleasure of visiting both this col-
lege and Kyoto university,

The Methodists have eighteen boarding schools and nineteen day
schools, with a total attendance of nearly 5,000, Their college at Kobe
Is a very promising institution.

The Baptists have a theologienl seminary, an academy, five board-
Ing schools for girls and elght day sclivols, with a total attendance of
nearly 1,000. The Episcopal church has also taken an lmportant part
In educationnl work, while the Cathollcs (who were on the ground
first) have over sixty seminaries, schools and orphanages, with an at-
tendnuce of some 6,000,

The Japanese government supports more than 25,000 primary
schools, attended by more than 5,000,000 bhoys and girls; It supports
more than 250 middle schools, with an attendauce of nearly 100,000,
While less than 2 per cent of the primary students enter the middle
gchool, more than 10 per cent of the middle school students enter the
bigher colleges.

-

' Figures Do Not Show Enthusiasm

Although the figures given above give some idea of the interest
taken in education, they do not furnish an adequate conception of the
enthusiasm with which a large number of these students pursue their
Atudies. Nearly Oty young wen called upon me or wrote to me asking
to be taken to America that they might continue their studies. Many
of the leading men in Japan today are graduates of American or Eu-
ropean colleges, The physicians have shown a preference for German
schools, while to engineers and politiclans our universities have been
more attractive. A part of the friendliness felt toward forelgners can
be traced to the favors shown Japanese boys who left home lu search
of knowledge. Marquis Ito, one of the first of these, owes much to an
elder of the Presbyterian church in England, tn whose home he lived
a8 & student, and the marquls has ever since been making returns in
kindnesa to forelgners and Christlans,

Marquis Ito's cnse Is not exceptional; all over Japan are men who
hold in grateful remembrance Americans and Eurepeans to whom they
are indebted for asslstunce. 1 met a man, now n publisher of an in-
fluential paper, who twenty years ago, at the age of 14, went to Bey
" and dn a shipwreck was cast upon one of the fslands In the South Pa-
citic. He became a retnlver of the king of the Islands and as such
wore the scanty native dress, consisting of a loin cloth. He went with
his king to Honolulu to pay a visit to the Hawalinn queen and, fnding
a Japanese settlement there, remained for two or three years. He
then went to the United States and, making a friend of & professor in

one of the universities, attended school thore for several yeard. He
now visits the Unlted States every year or so on business, and one
seelug him wear a silk bat and o Prince Albert coat would hardly

guess the experiences by which be has risen to his present position. If
Japan, beginning fifty years ngo with an educational system  and
scearcely any educnted men or women, coukl accompllsh what she has
aceomplished In half a century, what will she accomplish lu the rwen-
tleth century with the start which she now has and with the eduga-
tional advantages which her people now enjoy?

Shintoism, Buddhism and the State

Japan has several religions, although Shintolsm has been, sinee
158, the state religlon. As a matter of fact, however, Shintolsm can
hardly be called & religlon, for ft has no creed, no priesthood and no
codg of morals. It is peally ancestor worship and comes down from
time lmmemorial. It implies a belief In mmortality, for the ancestral
spirits are invoked and vows are pald to them at numberiess shirines
that dot the country. These shrines are pot usnally in tewples, &l
though sometimes Shintolsm and Buddhism have been mixed to-
gether and one temple employed for both shrines: as a rule. however,
the Bhinto shrine s in some secluded spot on the top of a hill or on a
wountainelde, where a bit of natural scepery awakens a spirit of rev-
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SHOINTO SHRINE, WITH STONE STEPS ABCENDING FROM PATHWAY.

¢rence. A gate of simple but beautiful design 1s placed at the polnt

where the pathway to the shrine depurts from the maln road. We had
read of these Shinto gates and had seen pletures of them, but we first
saw one dt Honoluly, itself the gateway to the Orent. Np description
éan convey to the reader the lmpression which this gate makes upon
the traveler; its outlines are so graceful and yet so strong that It seems
an appropriate portal to a holy place,

The moral code of Confucius has also influenced the thought of
Japan,

One of the Oldest of Buddha's Temples

About 1,400 years ago the Buddhist religion Jwas Introduced Into
Japan by Chinese priests, and it spread rupidly throughout the islands.
Its temples were imposing, Its ceremonies impres¥ive and the garb of
its priests costly and elaborate. It did not root out Shintolsm, it sime-
ply overwhelmed and absorbed it. The Buddhist temples, though not
as popular as they once were, are still visited by millions of falthful
bellevers and are objects of Interest to the tourist. Most of them are
old, one at Nara having been bullt about the Year Tidh It i= In such
an excellent state of preservation that one can hardly believe that it
has stood the storms of twelve centuries.

In the center of the temple Is an lmage of Buddha and on elther
slde the figure of a huge warrior. There Is also in this temple a god
of war, té which the Japanese were wont to pay their vows before
going to battle. The devout Buddhist, approaching the image of the
founder of his religion, bows and mutters a prayer half audibly and,
throwing his mite In a box on the floor before the shrine, departs.
There s usually a bell, or sometimes only a chaln, hanging above the
place where the prayers are sald and the suppliant swings a rope
aguainst the bell or shakes the chaln before his prayer and claps his
hands two or three times at its close. We inquired about the bell and
reecived two answers; one, that it was to attract the attention of the
god, and the other, that it was to awaken the conscience of the one
about to present his petition.

Queer Images and Queerer Customs

Near the temple at Nara stands an ugly image which never falls to
attract the attention of the visitor. It is literally covered with paper
wads which have been thrown against it by worshipers at the temple,
in the belief that their prayers would be answered if the wands adhered
to the image., There s also at Narn a huge bell, almost as old as the
temple. This bell is about thirteen feet high, nine feet in dlameter
and eight Inches thick. It hangs in a pagoda quite near the ground
and when struck upon the side by o swinging log gi\'w} forth a soumd
of wonderful depth and richness. It was rung for .us. and as its wmel-
low tones reverbernted along the hills we were awed by the thought
that & thousand years before our Deelnration of Independence was
written, 800 years before the Pllgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, yes,
even 700 years before Ameriea was discovered, this old bell wis calling
people to worship.

There I8 at Nara an fmmense bronze image of Buddha, even

larger than the famous one at Kamokura, though not considered so
finely proportioned. The smaller one is forty-nine feet in helght and
nearly 100 feet in cireumference (both represent Buddha seated tailor-
fushion on a lotus flower) and the Ia rger one Is almost twice ag large
as the smaller one., The lantern of stone or bronze seems to be as
necessary an adjunct to a Buddhist temple as the Bhinto gate is to that
form of religion. At Nara there are 2,000 stone lanterns of varlous
alzes along the walks that lead from one temple to another, and they

DEER IN TEMPLE PARK AT NARA.

Some Oddest Bets Fver Made

Curious Propositions Banked on by Partisans and Sane People

SHORT time ago there dled fn New York state an undertaker
who during the Cleveland-Harrison campaign bet hils hearse
on Cleveland., The winner found he bhad po use for the vehi-

cle, 850 he so0ld it back to its original owner for a mere sOLg,

Many other winuers In that election rode gayly in wheelbarrows
at the expense of the losers' brawn and serenity of mind. Still other
men shaved off thelr hmperials and “sidebosrds:” other men shaved
only one side; men appeared In public with half hair cuts; other men,
proud of the fine lines of their smooth-shaven fuces, Erew bushy whis
kers; otheér men climbed telegraph poles and fell off aud broke their
bones. Other men went without their drinks for a year; other men
abstalned from vegetables for a year.

Agulu, during the Bryan-McKinley excltement many freak bets
were made by strong partisans and by others. When Bryan was nowf-
nated Geueral J. Madison Druke of Elizabeth, N. J., took & solemn vow
that he wouldn't have his locks shorn until the Nebraska candidate sat
in the presldential chalr. He mude great preparations to celebrate
the Bryan victory, luvited the public to Joln him In the demonstration
and proposed to lead all good Bryan men through the streets In parade.
He proposed to ride on a suow-white charger, with the sturs
stripes wrapped around bis shoulders. His balr (s still gErowing.

South Dmkota furnlshed a romantic bet on the Bryan-MeKinley
election. John H. Chase and T. F. Mcllheny loved the ssme widow
and the widow indicated no preference. Davis was a Bryan man and
Mellbepy was an advocate of McKinley, Bo they agreed to let the
result of the election decide thelr clalms. Mcllheny won the wager,
but the perverse widow made Chase break faith with his rival.

Perhups the strangest wager of the 00 campatgn was made by
\\'ullun_ Carbus and George Bamell of Elkhart, Ind Corbus, over

and

beated with fuith in MeKinley, offercd to bet hs wife on his Judgmeunt.
Haruell snapped him up at once and the two men went to a lawyer's
office and drew up a formal agresment.,

But here s the most gorgeous wager on record. Heury Harley,
the oll man, once won £500,000 by a simple wager with a friend named
Phlllips on the “nigger up or nigger down” gumé, This was a favorite
Sport awong the clubmen of Fifth avenue, Frequently they bet $10,
$20 or as high as $100 that the first negre passing would go up or go
down the avenue, Hurley bet “nigger up” nt $100 a head.
apd referee went to the window

The judges
snd  begun  to  count, Strangely
enough, there seemed to be an unusual number of colorsd men and
women ou the avenue and In twos and threes were strolling down tewn,

By 11 o'clock 870 men, women nuwl children had gone downtown,
Philllps was highly elated and Hurley was thunderstrack ’hlllips,
57,000 nhead of the game, begon to order up the Be
people
ended, but at 2 o'clock there eame the strains of & band fromx far down
the street and preseutly a negro drummajor, followed by an army of
colored organizations, paraded past the club. The counters worked
lll'li]-a'l‘nlt'l,\' to keep tabs on the numbers sl altbhough they missed
many persons, they agreed that at least G000 had Eone up the avenue
and only 870 had gone Horley's winnings
amounted to 13,000, Phillips pald without a murmur, but he noever
look part in n “nigger” gamble again.

An Englishman pamed Whalley once made g unigue wager of
several thousand pounds. He bet that In twelve months he could
walk from Calals (o Jernsalem, play at fves® aguinst the wanlls of the
boly city and walk back to Calals. He won kis bet, and ever after
bore the nickname of “Jerusalem” Whalley,

champugne
tween 11 and 1 o'clock the downtown movement of colored

down., Consequently
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are found in abundance in othier cities. The Corean lons are nlso wlons-
tified with Buddhistle worship, these andmals wronght i bronse or
carved o stone, guarding all tenple doers Fhey nre not a8 feroclous
In appearance as the Noumidiann Don gind they Wustemte an idew e

has his mouth open and the other has his mouth ughtly shut and
they together represent the afirmative and the negative, or,

words, the eternal conflict between truth and erroi

in ulner

Beautiful Temple Park at Nara

Narn has an adhkdtional attraction in the forte of a beantifol park

contalping some 700 deer, whivh are here regarded s snoresd anhonls,
They are so gentle that they will come, old aml young, aud eat frow
the hand,

Next to, Nara, In our opinlon aud in the oplnlon of many even bes
fore Nara, comnes MNkko in beauty I'e spot was wisely

chosen for a temple, a foaming stronm, rugged mountaios and stately

amd interest

trees adding to the attructiveness of the place. There ls a  shaded
nvenue twenty-five miles long leading from the lowlamds to the tewm-
ple and It is sald that when other feadal lorda were bringing stone

lanterns one poor dalmlo, unable to make so large a gift, offersd to
plant lHtte trees along the way; these, now 300 years old, furnish a
grateful shade for the pllgrims who visit this Mecca and the poor treo
plunter Is now known as “The Wise Dalmlo who went juto partnership
with nature,

The temple at Nikko Is only about three esnturies old and its deco-

rationg are the richest and most costly to be
Buddhists and Shintolsts worship together here, the temple s kept in

repalr by the government aml one can see the best In

found in Japan As the
architeeture and
ornamentation that the temples exhibit
its environment that the Japancsze have a phrase which, wlien trans-
lated, means, “You cannot say beautiful
Nikko"

The most modern of the Inrge temples is that at Kyoto, Tt wns
erected about thirty yenrs ago on the slte of one which hnd burmed. It
ig not so large as the original, but s a8 reproduction In
and is one of the thirty-three temples to which pilgrimnges are made,
Some estimate can be formed of the amlor of those who worship hore
when it 18 known that the Immense timbers used In the construction of
the bullding were dragged throtgh the streets and lifted Into place hy
cnbles made of humnn halr contributed by Jopanese women for that
purpose. One of these cables, nearly three fnches in diameter and
geveral hundred feet long, i still kept in a room adjacent to the tems
ple, the others having been destroyed by fire.

S0 famous 18 this temple and ’

(kekko) untll you have scen

ather respocts

Japanese women pride
themselves upon their hair and arrange it with grent
poem of piety-—what a strong sacrifice In these myriad
mingled black and gray!

whnt na

care

sirands of

Temples Approached Through Gorgeous Gates

All of the Buddhist temples stand within a walled Inclosure, en-
tered through a gorgeous gate, which contrasts sharply with the slm-
plicity of the Shinto gate. The Buddhlst gate has a roof resembiling
a8 temple roof and is often ornamented with animals, birds and fan-
tastic figures carved in wood. As an illustration of the superstition
to be found among the fgnorant, the following incldent Is given: An
American, Mr. Frederick W. Horne, who lives at Yokohama and who
has bullt up a large importing business in American machinery, has a
handsome new home modeled after a Buddhist temple. At one gable
he put a dexil’s head. The servants of the man living next door
threatened to leave because the devll looked over fnto that yard. But
they were quieted when the neighbor put two brass cannon on his
roof and peinted them at the devil's hend. The story scems too ab-
surd to belleve, but we were shown the ennnons when we called at
Mr. Horne's,

But Buddhlsm is losing its hold wpon the Japanese; its temples
are not crowded as they once were; it8 ceremonies do not interest and
its teachlngs do not satisfy the new generation. Christinnity will ap-
peal more and more to the educated element of the Japanese popula-
tlon. Already favor is taking the place of toleration,
thirty years ago supplunted persecution,

as tolerntion

Christianity’s Early Experience

The Catholics, who have been the pioneers of the cross In so mnny
lands, brought Christianity to Japan through Portuguese missionnries
about the middle of the sixteenth century. The success of the Jesuits
was 8o pronounced that in thirty years they estimated thelr converts
at 150,000, 1In fact, theadherents to Christianity became so numerous
and so igfluential that the Shogun, Hideyoshi, began to fear for his
temporal power and, bayving absolute authority, he expelled the for-
elgners, closed the ports and established the polley of nonintercourse
with other natlons—a polley which was followed until 1858, When the
country was again opened to Christinn misslonaries it was found that
some 10.000 men and women were still worshiping according to the
forms of the Catholic church, anlthough for two and a half centuries
there had been no communieation between them and the church out-
glde, Even after the opening of the country to forelgn commerce
there was gome persecution of Christlans and several thousand were
fmprisoned. But In 1813 the prisoners were set at liberty and the exiles
allowed to return: sinee that time there has been ahsolute religlons
freedom and many men prominent In official life have been devoted
Christinns.  The most noted of these natlve Christlans was Mr. Kat-
aoka, who was four times chosen spenker of the popular branch of the
Jupunese congress or dlet.  [e an elder in the Preshyierian
church and when it was suggested that it would advance his politieal
chances to resign his eldership, he replied that if compelled to choose
between them be would rather be an elder than spenker.

Wns

Communicants Now Number Thousands

The Catholie population of Japan numbered 58,000 in 1003 at the

lnst report the Protestant communlcants numbered nearly 51,000,
There are among the nutives 442 ordained ministers, 000 unordaiued

ministers and helpers and 184 theological students. 1 met 8 number of
Jupanese Christians and was profoundly impressed by thelr earncat-
ness and devotion. There s a lurge Young Men's Christlan associa-
tion at Toklo and a smaller one at Kyoto; at Kogoshima I found a
Woman's Christian assoclation. While | have met American mission-
arles everywhere, I have tried to guther information from Japanese
sources us well and have been gratified to find such cordial eo O ra-
tion between foreign and nptive Christinns. A physiclan in the navy
introduced himself and volunteersl the Information that one Ame rican
woman had undertaken the establishment of Christlan clubs at
various paval stations and within
more than 500 members. e sald thut she met with oppasition from
Hrst had thelr hearty support. The
with Russia, while retarding the work of the Greek church nmong the
Japanese, has been utilized by other denominations to reach a lurge
number of sallors with Bibles and pamphlets

Jupan needs the Christion religlon, a patlon must
rellglon and It has outgrown

the

five years had gathered together

the aunthorities nt Lt mow

war

have same

Buddhlsm The ldeals presented by
these two systews are In many respecis dinmetrienlly opposed

other. One looks forwand, the other buckwiard: one res

» ¢nch
life ns &
blessing to be enjoved and an opportunity to be lmproved, the other

ripr=

sees tn it only evil from which escape should be sought: one crowns
this life with hmmortality, the otber adds to a gloosny existence
darker night of annibilation: one offors faith as the

deeds, the other presents o plan T

the
Inspiration o noble
the perfecting of self, with no sense
of responsibLility to God to prempt it or promise of rawand to encourage
It; one eninrges the sympaibies and Hoks each Indivdu I with all other
buman belngs, the other turns the thonght loward In searel of per-
petual enlm. -

Christlanlty dominates Europe und the Western hemisphere. while
Buddhism still holds the Orient under 1ts drowsy spell.  On the
of Japan s struggle is now guing on hetween these two grent rellgions
systems, and the trivanph of the gospel of love and of «
tivity in the Land of the Rising Sun will open the way
triuwiph ln Asla. W

islunds

ousecrated ne-
to u still larger
. J. BRYAN,
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