THE OMAHA ILLUSTRATED BEE

L

NUMBER 334.

—_——

Entered Second Class at Omaha Postoffice—Published Weekly by The Bee Publishing Co.—Subscription, $2

2.50 Per Year.

JANUARY

e W

21, 1906.
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Mr. Bryan Discusses Japan
By WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN

(Copyright, 16, by Joweph B. Bowles. Copyright in
Rights Reserved.)

HE EYES of the world are on Japan. No other natlon has
ever made such progress In the same length of time, and
at no time in her history has Japan enjoyed greater prestige
than she enjoys just now; and, it may be added, at no time

T :ﬁm had to face greater problems than those which now con-
front her.

We were fortunate in the time of our wurrival. Baron Kowmura,
the returning peace commissioner, returned two days later; the
naval review celebrating the new Anglo-Japanese alllance took place
in Yokohama harbor a week afterward, and this was [ollowed next
day by the reception of Admiral Togo at Tokio, These were import-
ant events, and they gave a visitor an extraordinary opportunity to
sea the peonle en masse. In this artiele 1 shall deal in a general
wny with Japan and her people, leaving for future articles her
history, her government, her politics, her industries, her art, her
edfication and her rellglons,

The term Jupan Is a collective title applled to four large islands,
that is, Honshu, Kyushu, Shi-
koku, Hokkaldo, and about 0
amaller ones. Formosa and the
{slands immediately adjoining
it are not generally included,
although since the Chinese war
they belong to Japan,

Japan exten’s In the ghape
of a crescent, curving toward
the east, from 50 north latl-
tude and 180 east longitude to
21 degrees north latitude and
119 east longltnde, The area ia

Great HBritaln. All

o lttle less than 160,000
square miles, more than half
of which is on the Islind of
tlonshu, The coast line I8

broken by numerous bays fur-
nishinz commodlous harbors,
the most Imnorient of which
gte ut Yokohama, Osaka, Kobe,
ngasaki, Kogoshime and Ha-
kodate, The Islands are B0
mountainous that only about one-
twelfih the area s capable of
caltivation. Although Formofiy
Lhas a mountain, Mount Niitaka
{sometimes ealled Mount Mor-
ricon) which is 2,000 [feet
higher, Fujlyama Is the highest
mountain in Japan proper. It
renches a helght of 12,365 feet,
Fujl (Yama is the Japanese
word for mountain) is called
the Bacred mountain, and Is an
object of veneration among the
Japanese. And well it may be,
for 1t I8 doubtful if there Is on
‘earth a more symmetrical
mountaln approaching it in
helght. Rising In the shape of
a perfect cone, with its sum-
mit ecrowned with snow
throughout nearly the entire
yvear, and visible from sea level,
it 1s one of the most sublime of
all the works of nature. Mount
Ralnter, as they say at Seattle,
or Tacoma, as It I8 called In
" the city of that name, and Po-
pocatapet], near Mexico's eapl-
tal, are the nearest approach to
Fuil, so far as the writer's
observation goes, Pletures of
Full are to be found on avery-
thing: they are printed on silk,
embroldered on screens, worked
on velvet, carved in wood and
wrought in bronze and stone.
We saw it from Lake Hakone,
& beautiful sheet of water some
8.000 feat above the ocean. The
foothilla which surround the
lake seem to open at one point llﬂ ﬂ;‘;"“;‘:‘;L
the sloping sides of this sleeping
viev:\:; weaki:u( of Hakone, it is one of ;h;:ez:ﬂ:;:ll;t:;: ;::l;:::
On onp island in this lake is the summer ho . O satramia
Hakone ls reached by a six-mile ride from Miyanos 'I:h rl: s Rl
little village some sixty miles west of Yokohama. te R
bot springs and all the delights of a mountain ratreah. y.oh e
est modern hotels in Japan, the Fujlya, is located hers,
:talhu earliest guesis wWas Gennra; (:rnnl. :he:mheal t::)adl:n::n:ul;:::
world. The road from the
::;“Tto:?;?:: :I?:untnln streams, through closely cullivated valleys
apd over a range froni which the coast line can be seen.

- Mountains Give Way Before Man

Nikko, about 100 miles north of Tokio, and Nara, about thirty
miles from Kyoto, are also noted for thelr natural scemery, bm.u:;
these places are even more renowned because of the temples loca
there, they will be described later. The Inland sea which 5epn.rll.:an
the larger islands of Japan, and Is itself studded with smal u;
{siands, adds interest to the travel from port to port. Many o
these islands are Inhabited, and the tipy fields which perch upon
their sldes give evidence of an ever present thrift. Some of the
{slands are barrem peaks jutting a few hundred feet above the
waves, while some are so Uiny as (o look ke hay stacks in a
submerged meadow,

All over Japan cne is impressed with the patient industry ot
the people. If the Hollanders have reclaimed the on.'t‘.u.n‘ bed, the
people of Japan have encroached upon the mountains, They have
broadened the valleys and terraced the hillsides. Often the dimin-
utive fields are held In place by stone wills, while the different
levels are furnished with an abundance of water from the short
but numerous rivers,

The cllmate is very much diversified, ranging from almost
tropical heat in Formosa to arctic cold lu the northern islunds; thus
Japan can produce nlmost every kind of food. Her population in
1908 was estimated at nearly 47,000,060, an Increase of about
18,600,000 since 1873. While Tokio has a population of about
1,600,000, Osaka a population of nearly 1,000,000; Kyoto, $60,000;
Yokohama, 300,000, and Kobe and Nagoya about the same, besldes
many large cities of less size, still a large majority of the population
{s riral, and the farming communities have decided preponderance
aof the federal congress, or dlet. The ;g)nulutm. however, Is {ncreas-
ing more rapidly in the citles than in the sountry.

glve a more extended

Looks Like Comic Opera

The stature of the Japanese is below that of the citizens pf the
United States and northern Burope. The average telght of the men
in the army is about five feet two inches, and the average welght
‘between 120 and 130 pounds. It looks like burlesque opera to see,
as one does occastonally, two or three little Japauese soldlers guard-
fng a group of big. burly Russian prisoners,

The oplunion ls quite general that the habit which the Japanese
form from infancy of sitting on the ffoor with their feet under them,
tends %0 shorten the lower llmbs. In all the schools the children
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are now required to sit upon benches, and whether from thls cause
or some other, the average helght of the males, as shown by yearly
medical examination, Is graduslly increasing. Although undersize,
the people are sturdy and muscular, and have an appearance of
robust health. In color they display all shades of brown, from a
very light to a very dark. While the obligue eye is common, It I8
by mo means universal.

!:n;lnra.nce of the Rikisha Men

The conveyance which is most popular is the jinrikisha, a narrow
seated, two-wheeled top-bugey, with shafts, jolned with a cross-
plece at the end. These are drawn by “rikisha men,” of whom there
are severnl hundred thousand in the empire. The “rikisha’ was
invented by a Methodlst missionary some thirty years ago, and at
once sprang into popularity. When the passenger fs much above
the average welght, or when theé journey ls over a hilly road, a
pusher I8 employed —and in extraordinary cases two pushers. It s
astonishing what epeed these men can make. One of the governors
fzfortoed me that rikisha men would sometimes cover seventy-five

THE RICKEHA MAN WHO CAN TRAVEL SEVENTY-FIVE MILES A DAY,

miles of level road in a day. They will take up a slow trot and
travel for several miles without a break, We had occasion to go
to a village fifteen miles from Kagoshima, and crossed a low moun-

tain range of perhaps 2,000 feet. The trip each way occupled about

four hours; each rikisha had two pushers, and the men had three
hours' rest at noon. They felt so fresh at the end of the trip that
they came an hour later to take us to a dlnuer engagement., In the
mountalnous regions the chalr and kago take the place of the
rikisha. The chair rests on two bamboo poles, and Is carrled by
four men; the kago Is suspended from one€ pole, like a swinging
hammock, and Is carried by two. Of the two, the chair {s muech
the more comfortable for the tourist. The basha 8 a small one-
horse omnibus which will hold four or slx small people; it Is used
as a sort of stage between villages, A large part of the hauling of
merchandise s done by men, horses belng rarely seen. In fact, In
some of the citles there are more oxen™than horses and many of
them wear sandals to proteet their hoofs from the hard pavement.
The lighter burdens are carrled in buckets or baskets suspended
from either end of a pole, and balanced upon the shoulder.

In the country the demand for land is so great that most of the
roads are too narrow for any other vehlcle than a hand-cart. The
highways connecting the citles and principal towns, however, are
of good width, and substantially constructed and well drained, and
have massive stone bridges spanning the streams.

National Costume Giving Way

The clothing of the men presents an interesting varlety. In
officlal eircles the Buropean and American dress prevails, The silk
hat and Prince Albert coat are in evidence at all day functions, end
the dress sult at evening parties. The western style of dress is
also worn by many business men, professional men and soldlers, and
by students after they reach the middle school, which corresponds
to our high school. The change Is taking place more rapldly among
the young than amoung the adults, and Is more marked fu the city
than In the cousntry. In one of the primary schools of Kyoto, 1
noticed that more than half of the children gave evidence of the
trunsition In dress, The change s also more noticeable In the HER-
port cities than In the interfor. At Kyoto the audience wore the
pative dress, and all were seated on mats on the floor, while the
pext night at Osaka all sat on chairs, and nearly all wore the
American dress. At the Osaka meeting some forty Japanese young
ladies from the Congregational college sang "My Country, "Tis of
Thee,” In English.

The shopkeepers and clerks gemerally wear the native clothing,
which consists of a divided skirt und a short kimono held In place
by a sash. The laboring men wear loose knee-breeches and a shirt
in warm weather; in cold weather they wear tight-fitting breeches
that reach to the ankles and a loose coat, In the country the sum-
mer clothing Is even more scanty. | saw & number of men working
in the field with nething on but a cloth about the lolns, and It was
early In November, when | found.a light overcoat comfortgble.

A plpe in a wooden case and a tobacco pouch are often carried
in the belf, or sash, for smoking 18 almost universal among both
men and women.

Considerable latitude is allowed iun foot wear. The leather shoe
has kept pace with the coat and vest, but where the native dress is

worn the sandal {s almost always used. Among the well-to-do the
foot is encased in & short sock made of white cotton cloth, which is
kept scrupulously clean. The sock has a separate division for the
great toe, the sandal heing held upon the foot by a cord which
runs between the first and second toes, and dividing fastens on
elther side of the sandal. These sandals are of wood and rest upon
two blocks an inch or more high, the front of one sloping toward
the toe, The sandal hangs loosely upon the foot and drags upon the
pavement with each step. The nolse made by a crowd at a railroad
station rises above the roar of the train. In muddy weather a higher
sandal is used, which ralses the feet three or four Inches from the
ground, and the wearers stalk about as If on gtilta. The day laborers
wear a cheaper sandal made of woven rope or straw. The footwear
above described comes down from time Immemorial, but there Is
coming Into use among the rikisha men a modern kind of footwear
which is a compromise between the new and the old. It is a dark
cloth, low-topped galter, with a rubber sole and no heel. These have
the separate pocket for the great toe. The sandals are left at the
door. After tuking cold twice, I procured a pair of felt slippers and

carried them with me, and the other members of the family did lke-

COMMON METHOD OF TRANSPORTATION

wise. At public meetings in Japanese halls the same custom is
followed, the sandals being checked at the door as hats and wraps
are in our country. On approaching a meeting place the speaker
can form some estimate of the size of the audience by the size of the
plles of sandals on the cutside.

Women Wear the Gld Familiar Garb

The women still retain the primitive dress, About 1884 an at-
tempt was made by the ladies of the court to adopt the European
dress, aud gquite a number of women ln officlal elrcles purchased
gowns in London, Parls and the United States, In spite of the pro-
tests of thelr sisters abroad. (Mrs. Cleveland joined in a written
remonstrance, which was seot from the Unlted States.) But the
spell was broken in a very few months, and the women outside of
the court circles returned to thq simpler and more becoming native
gurb, It is not necessary, to enter into details regarding the female
tollet, as the magazines have made the world famillar with the wide
sleeves, loose-fitting kimono, with its convenlent pockets. The chil-
dren wear bright colors, but the adults adopt more guiet shades.

The shape of the garment never chauges, but the color does,
This season gray has been the correct shade. Feminine pride shows
itself in the obl, a broad sash or belt tled in a very stiff and incom-
prehensible bow at the back, The materlal used for the obl 1s
often bright in color and of rich and expensive brocades. A wooden
disc is often concealed within the bow of the obl to keep it in shape,
and also to brace the back. Two neck cloths are usually worn,
folded inside the kimono to protect the bare throat. These har-
monize with the obl In color and give a dainty finish to the costume,
As the kimono {8 guite narrow in the skirt, the women take very
short steps. This short step, coupled with the drasging of the san-
dals, makes the women's galt quite unlike the free stride of the
American woman, In the middle and higher schools the girls wear
a plaited skirt over the kimono. These arc uniform for each school,
and wine color i the shade now prevailing, The men and women
of the same class wear practically the same kind of shoes.

Next to obi, the hafr receives the greatest attention, and it s
certainly arranged with elaborate care. The process s a0 com-
plicated that a halr dresser is employed once or twice a week, and
beetle's ofl s used in many instances to make the halr smooth and
glossy, At night the Japapese women place a very hard round
cushlon under the neck In order to keep the heir from becoming
disarranged. The stores now have for sale air pillows, which are
more comfortable than the wooden ones formerly used. The vex
Ing question of millinery s settled by dispensing with hats entirely.
Even among the poorer men the hat Is seldom vsed.

More interesting in appearance than either the mén or women
are the ehi'dren—and I m~y add that there is no evidence of race
suiclde In Janan. They are to he seen everywhere, and a good-
naturaed lot they are The bahlés are carried on the backs of the
mother: or an older ehild, and it is pot unusual to see the baby fast
asleep, while the bearer goes about her work. Of the tens of thou-
sands of bables we have seen, senrcely a half doren have been cry-
ing. The younger children sometimes have the lower part of the
head shaved, leaving a cap of long hair on the erown of the head.
Occaslonally a spot is shaved in the center of this cap. After pes-
ing the children on the streets, one ecan better appreciate the

Japnnese dolls  which
child,

Cleanliness is the passion. of the Japanese. The dally bath Is a
matter of routine, and among the middle classer there are probably
more who go above this average than below. It Is sald that In the
city of Toklo there are over 1,100 publiec baths, and it is estimated
that BOO,000 baths ave taken dally at these places. The usunl charge
is one and n quarter cents (our money) for adults and 1 cent for chil.
dren, One enthuslastic admirer of Jonpan declares that a Japanese
boy, coming unexpectedly into the posscssion of a few cents, will be
more apt to spend It on a4 bath than on something to eat or drink. The
private houses have baths wherever the owners can afford them. The
bithtub Is made ke & barrel, sometimes of stone, more often of wood,
and Is sunk below the level of the floor. The favorite tempernture is
110 degrees, and In the winter time the bathtub often takes the place
of n stove, In fact, at the hot springs people have been known to re-
main In the bath for days at a time, I do not vouch for the state-
ment, but Mr. Basil H. Chamberiain in his book entitled “Things
Japauese,” says that when - he was at one of these hot
springs “the caretaker of the establishment, u hale old man of 80,

used to stay In the bath during

look so strange to the average American

the entire winter.” Untll re-
cently the men and women
bathed promiscuously In (he

public baths; occaslonally, but
not always, a string separated

the Dbathers. Now different
apartments must be provided,
* The Japanese are a very

polite people,
been Hkened

They have often
to the French In
this respect-—the French done
in bhronze, to speak. They
bow very low, and In exchang-
ing salutations and farewells
sometimes bow several times
When the narties are seated on
the floor, they rise ta the knoos
and bow the head to the floor,
Servants also when they brlng
food to those who are seated on
the floor, drop upon thelr kuees
and, bowing, present the tray

In speaking of the peopls, §
desire to emphnsize
cluslon that has drnwn
from my observation here, viz.,

80

one eon-

ey

that I bave never seen a more
qulet, orderly or self-restralnel
people, T have visited all of the
larger citles and several af the
gmaller ones, In all parts of the
Islands; have mingled In the
crowds that assembled at Toldlo
and nt Yokohama at the time of
the reception to Togo, and dur-
Ing the naval review; have rll-
den through the streets In day-
time and at night; and have
wialked when the entire street
wns a mass of humahity. I
have’ not seen one drunken na-
tive or witnessed a fight or
altereation of any kind. This
Is the more remarkable when it
Is remembered that these have
been gala days, when the entire
population turned out to display
Its patriotlsm and to enjoy a
vacation,

The Japanese house de-
serves a somewhat extended de-
seription. It s bullt of wood,
is one story In height, unpainted
and has a thatched or a tile roof.
The thatched roof s cheaper,
but far less durable. Sowme of
the temples and paleces have a
roof conwtructed like a thatched
roof, In which the bark of the
arbor vita Is wsed In place of
grass or straw. These roofs are
often a foot thick and are qulte
imposing. In citles most bulldings are roofed with tlle
of a pattern which has been used for hundreds of years. Bhingles
are sometimes used on newer structures, but they are oot nearly so
large as our shingles, and instead of being fastened with nails, are
held in place by wire. On the business streets the houses are gen-
erally two storles, the merchant livinz above the store. The public
bulldings are now being constructed of brick and stone and modeled
after the bulldings of America and Europe. But returning te the
pative architecture——the house s really lttle more than a frame,
for the dlviding walls are sliding screens and the outside walls ure
taken out during the day. The rooms open into each other, the hall-
ways extending around the outside instead of golng through the
center. Frall sliding partitions covered with paper- separate the
rooms from the hall, glass being almost unknown. The floor s
covered with a heavy matting two inches thick, and as these mats
are of a uniform size, six feet b vthree, the rooms are mads to
fit the mats, twelve feet square belng the common sizé. As the
walls of the room are not stationary, there is no place for the
hanging of plctures, although the sliding walls are often richly
decorated, Buch pletures as the house contalns are painted on sllk or
paper and are rolled up when not on exhibition. At one end of the
room used for company there {s generally a ralsed platform upon
which a pot of flowers or other ornament is placed, and above this
there are one or two shelves, the upper one belng Inclosed in sliding
doors. There are no bedsteads, the beds being made upon the floor
and rolled up during the day. There aré no tables or chalrs. There
18 usually a diminutive desk about & foot high upon whlch‘ writin
:natartul s placed. The writing s done with a brush and the wrlts-
ng case or box contalonin 7
lacquer industry with one fnft:l:o br;:;:ltl' D M Abg el e

] popular articles for ornamen-

tatlon. The people sit upon cushlon
& upon the floo
are served upon trays. ARG o e

IN JAPAN.

Jupanese food Is so different from American food that it takes the
visitor some time to ncquire a fonduess for It, more time than the
tourist usually has at his dispesal. With the masses rice |a the stuple
article of dlet. und it Is the most palatable native dish that the for-
elgner finds here.  The white rlee ralsed in Japan Is superior in qual-
Ity to some of the rice ralsed in China, and the farmers are often ecom-
pelled to #ell the good rice and buy the poorer quality. Millet, which
I8 even clieaper, Is used as a substitute for rice. '

Novelties in Food Articles

As might he expected In a seagirt land, nsh, lobster, erab, shrimp,
. tnke the place of meat, the fish being often served raw. As a
mutier of feet, It Is sometimes-breaght to the table allve and e¢arved
in the prescnce of the guests. Bweel potatoes, plekled  radishies,
mushrpoms, seaweed, barley and frult give variety to the dlet. The
radishes ure white and enotmous in size. I saw some which were
two feet long and two and a half inches ln dlameter. Another va-
rlety I couleal In form, and slx or eight inches fn dlameter. 1 heard
of & kind of turnip that grows so large that two of them make & load
for the small Jupanese horses. The chicken s found generally
throughout. the country, but I8 small Hke the fighting breeds or the
i#gborus, Ducks, also are plentiful, Milk Is seldom used, except

(Continued on Page Bix)
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