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Gossip About Plays, Players and Playhouses

ABT woeok was easlly the most
prosperous of the seasom nt the
Omaha theaters, for the reason
that sach house had a good at-
traction each night in the week.
““The Virginian' brought out to the Boyd the
bost attendance of the season for four per-
formances, while "“"Woodland' on Thurs-
dny night had a erowd that surpassed
uny single performance In point of nums-
bera. Never was such a jam &t ths doors
noted as whan the audience gathered that
evening. It was almply dus to the desire
of all that they be sented when the curtalne
went up, and as A& matter of histery It
ought to be set down that all were seated
and that thera was not & vacant chalr In
tha theater when the performance began.
The Krug had two of it strongest attrao-
tions, and did its biggest wesk's business
for the season. George Sidney, with “"Busy
Izky.”" got more money than he aver 4ld he-
fore, and the Hal Reed plece that finished
the week brought out the blood and thunder
Aevotess on mosse. At the Orpheum the
big bill was well patronized, and the Bur-
wood Ald its ustual capacity trade all week,
8o that altogether the weelk was most en-
couraging to the managers.
—y—

Dustin Farnum s very fortunate this
ssaron In having for a leading woman one
who has a rational conception of the rols,
apll who can give It Intelligent Interpreta-
tlon. Molly Wood had msome very well de-
veloped notions of her own when she went
out west; |h fact, every woman has when
aha Nrst comes Into contact with the world,
If she had not been full of an ablding
faith in her own abllities, she would hardly
have started from Bennington to take the
position of school teacher at Bear Creek.
That she found Wyoming different from
Vermont Is also a natural sequence of con-
ditiona, and that she was unable to ses
things through the eyean of the people
around her follows just as logtleally. But
Molly Wood learned her lesson Iin time, and
as the ways of conventional sociaty dropped
from her, and she came more Into sym-
pathy with the primitive manners of those
about her, she learned to appreclate the
sterling qualities of thosa with whom her
lot was cast. It was but reasonable that
she should come to feel that under ocer
taln eonditions a man must aither kill or
ba killed; that running away from a flght
wns an admission of cowardice, and that
the law of meum et tuum In that country
at that time meant an even breéak and
nothing more. A man had his free cholce,
and when he had chosen, no other man
would say him nay. If he went right, all
well; If he dldn't and was caught, he was
hanged. All this Molly Wood cams to
know, and she learned to love the country,
its ways, its people, and—the Virginlan,
Miss Conwell mnkes the unfolding of the
character of Molly, with Ita variations in
mood, a delightful study, and seema to
fully realize the possibliities of the part.
It |a unnecessary here to praise agaln Mr.
Farnum, Mr. Campeay or any of the others
whose splendid work make **The Virginlan™
#0 fine a play.

A S—

We have celebrated the ocowhoy, the
mineér, the engineer and the soldier. The
platuresque charms and pecullar language
of the man who wears leather bresches and
& large six-shooter, whose outdoor life
and untrammeled ways have made him
a large part of a bygone day In the west
have been duly celebrated in several more
or less accurate stage versions of his ex.
istence. That educated gentlemen of
strenuous ways and poetic imagination,
who linked a man's determination to &
woman's fancy, while he spanned gorges,
toppled mountains from their hases,
stretched long highways for commerce and
fought with men and beasts that civillza-
tlon might enter the realm of savagery
has been sung and ncted with approximate
propriety. Literature fairly teems with
the efforts made to put the miner properly
before the publle, and we have had him In
what the printer-man would call “fourteen
colors and & tint,” Beginning with Hret
Harte and ending with Paul Armstrong,
he has run his way through a range of
drama almost as wide as the possibilities
of the stage, and apparently suffers no
diminution of intereat ns a result of the
Invish uses made of him as & central Ngure
In romance. More general than elther of
these three has been the celebration of the
soldler. Buch of the others partake in
some degree of the elemental qualities of
this gne Individual, and his Impression is
on every page of romuance, while he lights
lternture of all sorts, even staid and sober
Clle devoting the best of her endeavors to
chronlcling his doings and sayings. Poets
have sung in herolc measure or MNiting
melody the deeds of daring and feafs of
arims, and historiane have followed, ex-
hausting the language to tell of his accom-
plishments.  Verily, the soldler has no
occasion to complain that he has not had
sufficlent space In lterature.

—_..’_

Now comes & humbler claimant to atten-
tion; one who has walted patiently and long
for some sort of recognition. He has been
sung in bomely rhyme by the humbler pu-
ots, but hifd “deeds, though manifold,” bave
not yel atiruoted the serious attention of
those who by thelr pens have deified the
others. Who will hymn the hymn to Agric-
ola that shall put him alonside the otheére
in the category? Is he not an herole Ngure,
a8 he stands In his manly strength, full
muscled, deop chested. with bronsed face
and wavy halr, an eye as clear as his héart
Is clean, living near to nature, 3 parl of
the Divine Bymphony of Life? Why should
he be lgnored, when o hers less worthy have
been given such full recognition? If no cat-
tle had ever been herded on the prairies of
the west, still would the farmer have fur-
nished mankind from his herds and flocks;
If no gold had e'er been dug, still would tho
farmer have fed us from his felds, and had
Wrim-visaged War' never shown his
wrinkled fromt, still mankind would have
turned to the farmer, for his labor Is
newded that man may Nyve. And, wers It
not for the farmer the engineer would never
bave been called upon to achieve those trl-
unphs of his art which stand so proudly
us tributes to man's mastery of nature,
Without the farmer nelther cowboy, nor
miner, nor enginear, nor soldler, nor any
of the figures that fill the pages of llera-
ture could exist. From the soll comes all
wealth, and constant communion with na-
ture ean not fadl to Impress a sensitive
soul with an ablding respect for the Cre-
ARlor's majeaty.

Is not the ploneer, who goes forth bravely
into & new land to bring the wilderneas into
subjection an Interesting flgure? Is not the
story of his endeavor, his struggles and his
triumphs of Interest® Does he not deserve
te be embalmed in song and story as much
He does even a ful-

eithar, and patiently bears the burden in
the heat of the day, while the others gain
the glory which Is only possihle bocause he

cers, although one might gain an impres-
wlon that they were through seeing & mod-
military drama, ln which the propor-
is usually six generals to one private,
by that same token, all farmers are
men with hots, nor are they the stolld
clodhopper who bows hia head in meck sub-
wisaion to svmelbing he dossn’'t understand

when he hearn the Angelus. Dull, insensats,
“mpouse of the worm and brother of the
clay.” mpplies to one as well as to the
other. Types are chosan, or rathar, [deals,
and no wvery good roason exisia why the
glamour of romance should not be thrown
around some of the Agured who loom s
large In thoss western states that are now
holding the attention of the world by the
storiss of grain and other foodstuffs they
pend out each ysar to provide for hungry

mankind.
—_——

of the bucolle drama we have a great
plenty., Rural dAramas have held the boards
for many years, but It ls not of them wo
are talking now. What ls wanted Is the
real drama in which the Farmer shall be
shown In his truly herole proportions.
Comedy laughs at him In the form of a
“Hubs' and in the muahy plays he elther
wears whiskers and talks through his nose
or he dresses In overalls and a torn straw
bat and regrots that he 1s not “as Ane as
them city fellers.” In reallty, he Is a clean-
minded, hard-headed mamn, not infrequently
university-bred, but always well sducated,
with the fear of God In his heart and an
abiding falth in woman's guodness, respect-
ing her because she I his mother and his
sister, his wife and the mother of his chll-
dren. He doesn't lead charges on battle-
flelds, nur save the old flag In time of dan-
gur; he rarely attends a lynching bee,
doesn't risk his lfe to prevent a dynamite
explosion, and his engineering operations
are nowadays confined almost exclusively
to working out his poll tax on the country
Ianea and keeping in repalr the fences and
bridges on his own place. But every day of
his life is a practical hymn of thanksgiving
to & graat God for the manifold blesaings
man eénjoys In living, and his mind and
muscle work allke to the end that humanity
is that much better off each time the sun
goes down because the Farmer lived that
day. Let us have n drama of purposs with
& real farmer In It. Between the Alleghenies
and the Rockies stretches a sweep of coun-
try more than 1,00 milea In each direction
and somewhere In that wonderful expanse
Is & hero worthy of the most serious at-
tention of the brightest of our writers and
the most talented of our actors. Who will
give him to the publie In his proper form?

_@h__

Dear old Willle Winter returns to the
attnck with all the arduous vigor of youth,
and the conviction of hls acoumulated ex-
perience, and safls into the “dirt” drama
after this fashion:

Macussion orregulrid plays Is nelther
ht nor deal by any rational writer
on dramatie subjects, but It has been foreed
upon such reviewers of the mfrd drama
as are consclous not nnl* the clalm
of actors to recognition but ul the re-
sponsibility of writers to the public, for
It is the duty of Intellectual men to oppose
materialisrn and plebelan supremacy and
tor promote, as far as lha punlblr ‘nn
the dominance of bl irnun mspiration
human life. Within the last twelve momh.u
at least fourteen of these dirty plays have
been shunted on the local publle, and
within the last ten years the aggregate
number of performances of this decadent
stuff haas been in the thousands. Persons
who really belleve that any "lesson’’ can
be taught by such piays must proceed on
the strange presumption that the whole
community Is In need of enlightenment
a8 to the difference between right and
wrong—a presumption which s an lnsult
alike to morality and Intelligence,
anybody ever met with a dlfmmlnlnc who
was kept frt.m'l drinkin ts by the
of nk?' Has any ¥ ever hear
& man, young or old, who, having—Iike
Mr. Tangqueray—dellberately selected a

notorious courtesan for a wife changed
his mind on secing the play of ““The Becond
Has a rocpoet of * Ro—

Mra. 'nnaucrny!
belllons Busan' ever kept

muwml ’.'3.“3:&"3' 1?!.-3 by cuéa‘g'lt?l'r?;l

tlu- utr.n‘sl crlu-;a ll‘ r'vqr lm&do

8 soclely any more toleran L
wif who takes t{lt method of retaliation,
and s it seriously contended that such a
result is desirable? Has 'hpho prevented
any dizsolute :I'ounf from torming
disreputable ties th courtesans? Has
“Zagn'' or ™ ever contributed to
secure & more tolerant recognition of
women who have chosen a life of ‘shame?
Every miserable sinner 18 to be pitied, and,
if possible, to be helped, but is that a
reanson why esecent people should be ex-
pocted to accord the same respect to ig-
nominy that they do w virtue and honor?
Hns not thﬂé) of ""Camille”"—~by present-
ing, In Its glish gulse, & specious, ex-
coptional case—tended to lessen the ob-
servance of moral law, by nxnhlnf pity
for a transgressor, and by practically de-
claring that she In rliult,e B8 good as any
good woman, and quite as worthy to be-
come & wife and mother? All that these
“teachers’” really have to say s that “'the
way of the transgressor i hard,” and
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that #t is & pity that nlwlntg i not mors
charitabje—because, really ere I8 po Aif-
ference betwaen the saint and tha sinner,
exoept that the sinner has been found out.
The question of “the social evil” and of
fis regulation are, no doubt, Important
syubfecta—but tha thenter (¥ not the pr\n{;r
moe for the discussion of them. L]
haatar ia chiefly supported by the young,
and the presentation of these matiers 15
apn Ave auvdience only results in turning
the minds of young people to vile sub-
te, Lhe cnmemulul!on of which canmot
good te m, but may do incalculable
harm. The Invariable theme of these plays
s the (llleit amour. What s to ba éx-
., A8 & result of discussion of such

pics, carried on between young men and

womaen ?
—_——

Some of the persons who are honestly o
to thess bad Influences have on
added to the l‘ouluﬂnn by {ll-considarad or
ill-expressed viewn. For axample, Dr. Felix
Adler's rmntlf published statement as to
“the mission of marriage.” namely, that it
ia to keep the “‘fAame of human life burning,
and that, thi® done, a succesaful mAarriage
has been found,” shows (If the doctor has
been correctly gquoted) a strangely errome-
ous views of an Institution which Is the cor-
nerstone of civillzed human m!el‘y. The
eontinuity of the human race, which, ap-
rently, Is the ldarned doctor's “flanfe of
uman life was provided for by natu
and ho catss for anxiety On that subject
haa, thus far, become visible. Marriage wna
not ordained with a view te population. t
with & view to justice, oy and order,
Marringe s & l Hized compact, estabilahed
for !he protection, primarily, of the in-
dividual remuh and, generally, of the com-
munity. Matsrnity, under the legal ar-
rm ment made by soclety, Is not only
tended (as It must always be, whatever the
Arrangeman lLmth great trial to the mother,
but it entalils endiess labor and responsi-
bility upnn the father. If the Institution of
marriage were abollshed the instinct of sex
would ﬂll’ﬂllh just aa effectunl, and the re-

sult wnl‘ be indlscriminate llcknse, tol-
lowed, t numbar of cases, by the
male's den fon of the female, In his gel-

fish avoldance of minns!blllw and troubls,
A further result would be the asoumulation
of additional burdens upon those consclen
tlous persons who fea] constralned to fulfll
thelr duty to esach other and to thelr chii-
dren; for those reons would have to as-
sume the care deserted women and help-
leas bables, otherwise loft to perish. The
legal prhuu:'ln that causes infidelity to bhe
declared & crims redts on the assumption
that & man should not be subjected to the
compulsory, degrading hardship of rearing
children, borne by his wife, who are not his
own. The tendency of false temching on
this subject—as It set forth not only In
wild theoretical statements of amateur pub-
licists, but In some of the “advanced
dramas” now so numerous (plays by Mr.
Plnern, Mr. Maeteriinek, Mr. Budermann,
Mr, Ih#en and Mr. Jones)—is to break down,
betweean the sexes, the barriers that have
been erected for the protection of the com-
munity; restraints imposed, not by narrow-
minded conventionality, but by & wise &p-
prehension of prlnt:l?ltl of justice and duty
—princtples recognized by broad-minded
thinkers as the essential sufeguards of vir-
tue, honor and decency, and, In fact, social

existence,
—_——

The usual consequence of marriage is pnr-
entige, and the usual resuits of parent
under law and usage, are care, labor, & f—
deninl and self-sacrifice; and the result of
self-denial and self-sacrifice is development
of the spirftual qualities of human nature,
Theorists and dramatists who strike at tho
Institution of marringe strike not only at

“conventions of soc lﬂ.g but at the welfare
of the human race. tran to say, thowss
hare-brained lconoclasta of moral balance
find thelr most eager votaries and discipies
among women, u!tpn young women, who, In
supporting the "movements™ instigated by
visionary, addle-headed or licentious writers
not only exhibit a pecullarly base jdeal of
their own sex (alleging, in affect, that It I
right for & woman, even though she may
become & mother, to cast away all moral
restraint, because some men do), but they
also support & doctrine which, carried to ita
ultimate conclusion, would ihﬂrllnblr lenve
thelr own sex, in very many cases, no bet-
ter than drabs and boggars, to rear In
squalor and misery, the children brought
forth in shame. 8till more strange i¥ it
that these movements have tecslved, on
the stage of our country, practical help
from women of lnnusmmi position. Tha
mischisvous Ibsen movement, for exam r
was begun In our theater by the beaut rui

a, and

recelved  encourngement from !lrl.
Flake, Miss Blanche Hates, Miss Mary
Shaw, Mra, Patrick Ctmpb-ll Miss Olgn

Nethersole, l!me Bernhardt, Mrs, Kemhl

Mme, Duse, Mme. Rejane and Mme. Kalich,

all of whom hnve appeared In either the

tainted trash of that erratic Norwegian

pundit or in plays of a kindred order.
i

The extirpation of the custom of com-
munal marriage, the earliest form of mar-
ringe Rmong organized socleties, was the
dawning of taste, as applied to particular
form or face. The delightful custom of

lyandry, as practiced In certaln rts of

bet, would, ]:Il'rhnpl sult Mr emrd
Bhaw and his "serious minded women,” or
they might approve the variety of the same
institution that prevalls in certain parts of
Afriea  (according to travelsra there),
whereby marriage is degraded Into miscel-
laneous bestiality. Dr. Johnson, holding
forth on thiv uu{:jecg threw, perhaps, the
needed explanatory light upon the mystery.

Music and Musical

Musio Calendar for the Week.
MONDAY-#8:16 p. m., Lyric, Francls Rog-
ers, Bong Recital

B event of the week, musically
speaking, will be the appearance
of Mr. Francis Rogers, the great
and popular baritone, at the Lyric
theater, tomerrow night, wunder
the muanagement of Mr. Chase. Mr. Rogers
is o Bostonian and after graduating at Har-
vard recelved his musical education In
England, France, [Italy and Germany.
Three years ago he established himself in
New York, and since that time his reputa-
tion has steadily increased. He has ap-
peared repeatedly with all the prominent
orchestras of the country and Invariably
pleased his audlences. Even Mr. Krehviel
his found it advisable to pralse his work.
Admirers of Madame Borglum will be glad
to hear that ahe s the accompanist for the
Rogers recital.
——
A week ago last night a very beautiful

memorial program was given In  Chl-
cago by Mr Stack and his orchestra
In recognition of the Arst anniversary
of Theodore Thomas' death. Orches-
tra hall was 0lled with a reverent
memaory-inden nudience. The program
was lmpressive In every way, begin-
ning with the € minor “Passacagiia' of

Bach for organ and followed by the Abert
“Chorale,” blown by the brass cholr, Then
came the “Eralea” symphony by Beethoven
After the Intermisslon Wagners’ manner-
chor. “At Weber's Grave:" ‘“Blegfried'a
Death Musle,” from “Gotterdammerung,”
and Richard Strauss’ ‘“Death and Transfig-
uration."

Special interest attached to the number,
“At Webar's Crave” The unpublished
manuscript, for male chorus, and written
by Wagner for the ceremonles when
Webhoer's body was brought to Germany
from England for reburial, was given to
Mr. Black by Costma Wagner. The work
had never beew' scored for orchestra and
it was a labor of devotion and love which
Mr, Stk performed In arranging this
number for wind instruments, harp and
drums. During this trying year Mr. Stack
bhas proved the kind of stuff he is made of,
At last he s acknowledged as a worthy
successor to Mr., Thomas From the chaos
of dismay, unbelief and Imminent disaster
be has brought the Thomas orchestra to a
thorough and solid footing again. Artistio-
ally and financially the body s assured.

-.—’...._

The following is the program for the
fourth conoert of the Mustcal Art soclety,
to be given in ths acditorium of the High
school, Bouth Omahs, on Thursday next,
Juul.ry 15, under the dlrection of J. H.

Fulk Bo 1 T
A e Crouch
(b) (Irish Melody)

Notes

) BVORAs"” ...coooracressnvrnesses Abt)
(b) "O Hush Thee, My Bable'.(Bullivan)
Violin Bolo .............. F P Frans Wilesek
Male Quartet—Suhset ........ Van de Water
The gartet of Councll Bluffs—

Messrs. Gorho Rigdon, Lewis and Haver-
uocls.

Part Song—Robin AGBIF, .oo.ooviiiamvarisnnsiss

gt T R ——"

Charaoter Bketches., Qoudwu chnrmnn
Part Bou—-'l‘hn I..on. Day Cluou ........
vees Bullivan

.+

The Tuesday Morning Musical eclub had
a most successful meeting at Mrs, L. F,
Crofoot's last week. Nearly all the mem-
bers were present and the program (Rus-
slan), arranged by Mra. Sheetsz, went off
well, Mrs. Thomas Rogers particularly
pleased her audlence with 4 group of Rus-
sian songe. Mr. Cuscaden braved the ter-
rors of & woman's club and made a very
good speech about his orchestra, leaving a
paper on the plano for enthusiasts to slgn.
The first performance comes on January M.
Liberal support from music lovers is much
hoped for.

—_——

On January 25 Walter Damrosch, with an
orchestra of elghty, will play at the Audi-
torium, Two soloists will asslst—tenor and
violinist,

When Dr; Hyde, the president of the
Gaelle league, comes to Omaha, whomever
Is managing his lecture ought to persuade
Mr. and Mra Kelly to give some of their
Iinimitable Irish folk songs. Also, Mr.
Bimme has In his chorus repertolre some

gems. Whoe can forget ““The Crulskeen
Lawn'" (“"Love of My Heart, My Little
Jug!")? It is to he hoped that many pec-

ple in the clty are Interested In this effort
of a little group of enthusipgsts in Ireland
to revive the legends and lahguage of thelr
cuuntry. B0 thorough and genulne has
been thelr work that their political apirit
bas spread through the continental coun~
tries and even W0 America.
MARY LEARNED,
+
Notes and Personals.

Mra. L. F. Crofoot left with her slater for
New York on Friday. :

Mr. Gahm will bo the soloist at the first
Philharmonle orchestra concert and Miss
Louise Junsen at the second.

The music department of the Woman's
club gave a program of folk songs Friday
mo .1t was under the direction of
Miss ckin

Mr. Fred Ellis pleased a good-sized
ence atl Trinity Farish huu.-e with his ﬂu—
lng“n Tueaday alternoon.
™ utiful qua.llly and he uses Ll w.l.l Mrs,
Kennedy played some sympathstic accom-
panimenis.

Through the Mr. Wessels My,
and My Keliy “Keily ’m the p:lﬂh.‘:‘

apring Theodore
Thomes mmoﬂd 'l'lu w
tlmllu'l,‘ “mrnnnrgﬁs;n h-,w":lﬁ:
Mr, l& G Kl‘u L
of twealy called t ymour CRmp
nre

Giee lub, “Among '.:"'...-:...:E"-“ e ey
Raped 57 us founder tlat the ormuaaation

of the clty.

'[“n-n!‘ul!on of progeny.” sald the .“4\
“constitutes the essence of the crims * ¢
Bir, It Is s0 far from being natural for a
man and & woman Lo live In & siate of mar-
ringe, that we find all the motiveas which
the ave for remalning In that connection,

the restraints which clvilized sociely
imposes to prevent ssparntion, are hardly
clent to keep them together,'”
._.gq.____

How New York la affecting the rest of the
country In the show line may be judged
from the following list of wall known actors
and actresses who appeared in the theaters
of the metropolis last week:

Bilanche Bates, David Warfield,
Henrietta Crosman, Frank Worthing,
AT nl An;lln. Louls Mann,
a Willlam Faversham,
thel Bnrrnnon. Rudoif Christlans,

Irginia Earle, Robert Loraine,
Allce Flscher J. K. Haokett,
Beatrice Herford, Jamos Hreess,
Amella Bingham, Henrd de Vries,
l:-lbe". BEvesaon, Ferd. Gottsohalk,
Mary Mannering, George M. Cohan,
Fritel Scheft, Henry E. Dizey

Beatrice Morgan,

Joseph Whuiuch
Fay Templeton, n

Frank Keenan,

Grace Elllaton, CGuy Btanding,
lg'hnml Dunn, Bo{d Putnam,
Clara Lipman, Willlam Courtleigh,
Bertha Galland, Bruce M¢Rae,

Beatrice Agnew, f "
Marguerite Bt. John, oo TDn veber
—_—y—
Coming Events.

The marvellous spectacle, “The Sleeping
Beauty and the Beast,” now touring Amer-
loa after its remarkable run of an entire
season &t the Broadway theater, New
York City, and announced to appear at the
Boyd theater on Sunday, Monday and
Tuesday evenings and a matines on Bun-
day, comtinues to meet with phenomenal
suocess. Tt Ia strictly & beauly show, have
Ing about 100 pretty and chie maldens and
& host of popular comedlans. With a
wealth of gorgeous scenery and radiant
costumes, it is A show of dazsling splendor,
and the groupings at the finlsh of the acla
are wonderful for their beauty, It Is sald.
The costumes, the grace of the young
ladies and the originality of the mansuvers
have won the most enthusiastic pralse, and
tha spectacle ends with a rascinating, ar-
tistic tableau, It s not strange that one
has to sesa **The Bleepiny Beauty and the
Beast” again And again before beginning
to really appreciate its perfections.

sl i

Andrew Mack., the popular Irish come-
dian, will appear at the Boyd theater on
Wednesday and Thursday svenings In “The
Way to Kenmare." in which he has been
sucoessful both jn this country and Aus-
tralln, from whencs he has just returned,
after a most cordial reeeption. In *The
Way to Kenmare'' Mr, Mack appears as
a voung TIrishman who has “struck It
rleh” in California as a traditional Irish
eabby, with his rogulsh, round face and
effervescent deviitry and as the dalightful
helr to an earldom who is the glass of
modarn fashion and the mould of form.
He goe= to Ireland from New York to es-
toblish hi= rights to an irieh earldom and
succesds not alone in that, but In winning
the hand of the girl he loves,

—__'!""_

When Klaw & Erianger's massive and
magnificent spectacular production of Gen-
ernl Wallace's sthrring religlous romance
wBen Hur” was presented In Omaha two
years ago, the public flocked to witness it
from all parts of Nebraska and Jows. In
fact the outpouring of the publlc was a
glowing tribute to the high esteem that
General Wallaoe's contribution to the
American stage is held in. While in many
homes throughout the world alongside the
Bible rests a copy of ““Ben Hur," [ew peo-
ple know that It was the fanious agmnostlo,
Robert C. Ingersoll, who Inspired the writing
of the novel. It came about through a
chance meeting of the two famous men
in a rallway journey, when Christlanity
became the subject of their talle General
Wallace had always beea & man of strong
religious Inclinations, Indeed his splendid
description of ths appearance of the Btar
of Bethlehem to the wise men of Lthe desert
had been written before this chance soc-
quaintance. The arguments and claims of
the great Infidel were too much for the
doughty generanl. His senses were charmed
with the eloquence and poetical presenta-
tion of the causes of agnostlcism, but he
was by no means convinced of its truth,
The discussion made him deeply reflective
and led hlm to make & careful and axhaus-
tive study of the life of Christ. The result
of this research and General Wallace's
answer to Ingersoll was “Ben Hur." This
work has been more widely read than
any printed volume save Lhe sacred book
of scriptures. "“Ben Hur" Is to hold the
stage of the Boyd on Junuary #, 8 and
2. Bince the announcement of the presant
booking & few days ago interest In the
play has been stimulated and if mall orders
for seats can be taken as an Indication
the out of town patrnnage this visit prom-
ises to be heavier than on the former en-
gagement,

——

At the Burwood theater, beginning with
& muetinee this afternoon, "What Happened
to Jones" will be offered for the woek. In
sclecting this Broadhurst comedy Director
Sedley Brown s adhearing to his polley
of alternating the light and heavy at the
house, belleving that by so dolng he gets
the best results from the company, and
gives the public better satisfaction. In this
plece Mr. Morrison will play Jones, a role
that gives him scope for his penchant for
comedy, and Miss Lang will have the part
of Cissie, in which she particlpates in the
complications and troubles offered by the
action of the play. Mr. Bchofield will be
one Goodly and Mr, Owen another, and
the rest of the company will be well Attad
with parts, *“What Happensd to Jones”
will be presented each evening during Ilmi
woek, and & matinee on Sunday, auesday, |
Thursday and Baturday.

—-—-qs-_

For two nights and one matinee, starting
with & matiuee today, “On the Bridge at
Midnight” will be the atiraction at the
Kr theater. The story is the narration
in play form of the search of a blind
mother for her stolen child and her ex.
perionces grip the attention of the audl. |
ence from start to finlgh. The scenery 18
remarkable and of course reaches a climax |
In the setting that gives the play its name,
showing with falthfulness in detall a lrt-
bridge over the Chicago river, scenca along
that city's bhidden stream and a steamer
passing through the draw.

—y—

The emotional melodrama, *“Why Girls
Leave Home,"” will be presented at thse
Krug theater on Tuesday and Wednesday.

———

Por genulne exclusiveness {n musical com-
edy innovations, “The Ewrand Boy,” which
will bring cheer and pleasure to the Krug
theater pext Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, is sald to easily carry off the palm, as
ita plot and charscters, in gonjunction with
novel scenic armangements and startiingly
origionl costuming, are features of special
interest to the lovers of this form of popu-
lar entertalnment, who have had a surfeit
of the commonplace (deans. It s due to
the uniquely funny character of Patay Bol
ivar, aa sxemplified by clever Billy B. Van,
that such an out-of-the-rot setting was
made possibie, and the liberality of the P.
H, Sulliven Amusement company manage-
meot ia responsible for the securing of so
much talent to ald In the rapid-fire bom-
bardment of vigorous fun and effervescent
musie In addition 1o the chorus, which
contains & remarkable armay of giriish
beiuty, “The Errand Boy™ has among s
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young women whose nimbleness (s surpris-
ing.

A feature of more than ordinary maerit Is
announced at the Orpheum for tha weak
beginning matines today. The Fadetlts or-
chestra comes from Hoston and |8 com-
poned entirely of women. The roster em-
braces twenty-two musiclans, under tha
direction of Mme. Caroline B. Nichols, to
whom 18 given much of the credit of es- |
tablishing harmonious ensembls work from
the individual talent at her command. The
seven other features are promised to be up
to the Orpheum standard The dashing
dancer, Migonette Kokin, will be woloomed :
by her host of local admirers. Harry and |
Kate Jackson, two consclentlous and pop-
ular players, will present thelr brisk comedy

AMUNSEMIENTS, AMUSEMENTS.

sketeh, entitled “Between Seven and Nina"
Gulattis' monkeys are a lvely bunch nl‘l
grimacing simians that may be recalled In
particular by thelr musical “stunts,” and
one funny little fellow who doffa his coat |
nd poses for man encounter with an animal |
several Umea his own size. Klekko and |
Fravoll, operatic singers, are among Lhose
who come for the first time here, while Al
Lawrence, the versatile mimic, will give all
kinds of imitations. Nelile Florede, n sing-
ing comedienne, described na very preity,
and new kinodrome plctures round out the
program.

—p—

For the music lovars of this city, a great
treat s in store, for on January 5, Mr.
Walter Damrosch and his New York Bym-
phony orchestra of aighty artists will give
& grand Wagner concért at the Auditorivn.
Unilke & great many symphony orchestras
this splendid body of men Ils a permanent
one, having been organized by Mr. Dam-
rosclh many years ago, and since which
time he has been Its director; and muaking
as few changes In the personnel as possible,
Anlde from the regular season of Bymphony |
concerts at Carnegle ball, New York, and
around which events the whola musicnl
atmosphere centers, the demands made on
the time of the orchestra are o great that
it |s most unusual, especially during the
winter season, to undertake a tour even of |
a few weeks, and that Omaha ls to be fayv-
ored on this trip Is most fortunate.
Wagner program, which has been prepared,
consists of selceitons from the greatest

operas of this famous ocomposer and
are welections of the widest range,
chosem with & view to pleasing the

layman as well as the gredtest student
Mr. David Mannes, violinlst, who ls to
be the Instrumental soloist for this con-
cert, I8 & thorough artist and musiclan,
and will no doubt recelve the same flatter- |
Ing reception that has been accorded him
In the other cities where he has appeared.
Jean Dimitresco, the wvocal solist, ls &
tenor, and has & large following In Mos-
cow, Russia. The varlous troubles which
are now Invelving that unhappy country
are the cause of Dimitresco canceling his
engagement &t the I[mperial Opera, Mons-
cow, and upon his arrival in New York
looked up Mr. Damrosch, who, after hear-
ing him sing, engaged him Immediately
for this tour. He will undoubtedly create
A8 great an impression in this city as he
has elsewhere, -

_0_
Goulp from Stageland.

Margare lin closed her New York
enmemom l 'Zira” at the Princess thea-
ter last night.

A coming revival of “As You Like It”
At & series of matinees in the London 8t
James' theater, promises to be rather
notable performance. Hen Alnley is to be
Orlando, Mr. Mollison Jacques, Lilllan
Braithwalte Rosalind, and Charles Groves
Touchstone.

0. D. Woodward was In New York dur-
ing the last weak, where he made
ments for the wumuuon of mm of this
#eason's successes at the Boyd wsoon.
Among the new bookl i stuwl "mn
::d supun:un,"nwhlc s Ju;t eIon‘hlu

ement on Broadway, and *"The on
ns.‘lu Mouse,"

Charlotte Walker, Furrest Robinson,

“t Inrln. and W, edm' Hitchoock are
among the players engaged to su rt Lau-
rance D'Orsay In ““The men.ul,)w wluoh
will soon be tried In Providence. ¢ pleca
Is sald Lo have beon entirely rewritten by
its author, Augustus Thomas, since ic was |
first played and foumi wanting,

Klaw & J:)rlun lgram. spectacle, “The
Prince of lm.lln. will be presented at the
Colonial theater, Chicago, for the first tlime
on any stage, on Monday, February 6. 'Thia
is a dramatisation of Lew Wallace's novel,
done by J. L. C. Clarke. Great preparations
have been made for its production and the
management hopes to equal the record of
“Ben Hur" with the new play.

Erneat Denny’'s plecs, “All of & Budden,
Peggy,” In which Fay Davis will be seen
before long, seems to have derived some
inspiration from “Man and Buperman." At
&ll it events, it shows how a witly and
willful young lady plcks out a husband
for herself and forces the poor man to
marry her in spite of all his efforts to es-
Capa.

It is not unlikely that a comedy by Hart-
ley Manners, entitled "A Marriage of Rea-
son,” will be secen before the end of the
senson, It deals with the courtship and
marriage of an American l1r1 by an English
nobleman, but ls sald written along
very different lines frorn those ordinarily
observed In the treatment of this some-
what trite theme,
e —

AMUSEMENTS,

CREIGHTON

Fhone 404,

WEEK COMMENCING

Sunday Matines, Jan. 14

Today 2:15 Tonight 8:15

Modern Vaudeville

Vaudeville's Greatest Musical Offering

22-Fadette Woman's Orchestra-22

OF BOSTON MABS.

MIGNONETTE KOKIN

Duinty Terpsichorean Artiste

HARRY & KATE JACKSON

“"BETWEEN 7 AND &

GALETTI'S MONKEYS

The Cleverest of all Simlans

KLEKKO & FRAVOLI

Grand Opers Duo

AL LAWRENCE

Popular Mimic

NELLIE FLOREDE

Vooalist

Kinodrome

Always Something new
PRICES-10¢, 280, 50o

TABLE D’HOTE DINNER
SUNDAY

bse CALUMET

The |

ward & Burgess
Managers.

BOYD’S ™™

This Afternoon—Tonight — Monday —Tuesday
Gigentle, Gorgoous Productlon of the Fameus London Drury Lane Bpestacie

e SLEEPING BEAUTY e BEAST

As presented an entire season at the Broad way Theatrs, N. Y. Qity.

100 People in the Briliant Ensembles —3 Carloads of Scenery

Doxens of Enjoyabls Musiesl Featurss Inoluding the World Famed

LOUVRE SEMINARY GIRLS" BAND

(Direot from France.)

TWO NIGHTS—Wednesday and Thursday—JANUARY 17 and 18
THE EMINENT COMEDIAN

Andrew Mack

DIRECT FROM HIS TRIUMPHANT TOUR OF AUSTRALIA
Presenting HIS GREAT BUCCESS,

THE WAY TO KENMARE
Played by Him Upwards of 1,000 Times in America
A BUPERE OOMPANY—A COMPLETE PFRODUCTION

JAN. 22, 23 AND 24

 Mntines on Wednesday, Jan. 234,
KLAW & ERLANGER CO. (INC.) STUPENDOUS PRODUCTION OF

SEAT SALE OPENS JANUARY 18TH.

P i rat 1. Rows Lowsr Floor $2,00, Remainder $1.80,
FICES: Firat & Rows Biloony $1.80, Remainder $1.00.
Rear laln«y 78e. Qallery B0e.

No Seats Lald Aside. No Telephone Orders' Taken.

Mall orders for seats promptly Glied In order of recelpts If nocompanied by re-
mittance nnd self-addressad, stamped envalope aftor reguiar sale op ms.

EXCURSION RATES ALL RAILROADS.

B U R w o o THEATER

BEAUTIFUL

The Woodward Stock Co.
‘IBth THIS AFTERNOON —TOMIGHT —ALL WEEK

sic | What Happened to Jones

Week
Preh.thnl 7-.“.., Matines -DOUBLE ORCHESTRA.
l'ri:u- Nights, Sunday Mats, 10-25¢c. Tues., Thurs., Sat. Mats. 10-20¢

Next Week—THE GIRL WITH THE GREEN EYES.
THEATER

K R u 16¢, 26c¢, 60, 760

2 Nights and One Matince, Starting Matinee Today
KLINT & GAZZOLO'S FAMOUB BUCCESS

On the Bridge at Midnight

A BCENIO MASTERPIECE. A GREAT STORY OF CITY LIFE.
Four ‘Acts Splendidly Staged.
INCLUDING THE CELEBRATED JACK-KNIFE BRIDGE SCENE.

2 Nights and Wednesday Matinee, Starting Tuesday Night, Jan. 16

DRAMA OF INTENSE EMOTION,

Why Girls Leave Home

Or, A DANGER SIGNAL ON THE PATH OF FOLLY

The Emotions that KEveryone Has Felt and Feels Bet Before You in
the Bimplicity of Truth and Forcefulness,

3 Nights and Saturday Matinee, Starting Thursday, Jaguary I8

THE NOTABLE LAUGH PROVOKER

BILLY B. VAN

AND 60 DISTINGUISHED ARTISTS IN

The Errand Boy

A FEAST OF WHOLESOME FUN,
SURPRISES, THE LIMIT OF COSTUME MAGNIFICENCE.

The Chorus Is the Pick of Beauty Land
a

AUDITORIUM
THURSDAY EVENING JAN. 25th

ONE CONCERT ONLY

Walter Damrosch

And His NEW YORK SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Eighty Artists
GRAND WAGNERIAN PROGRAM
POPULAR PRICES B50c, 75¢, $1.00, $1.50

Seats on sale at Auditorfum, Thursday worning, January 18 Mail
orders filled In order of thelr receipt. P,




