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nterior Decorations

With Especial Reference to the Work that Has Been Donse Under the Direction of the Btate Oapitol Oommission in Expending the Appropriation of the Last Legislature,

YWESTWARD"
FEdwin H. Blashiield,

NTIL the Instructions of the Twenty-ninth General As-
sembly of lowa were carrled out, the corridors and rotunda
of the lowa state capitol building, the part
the visitor, were plain undecorated walls, In the cove above

the grand stalrease an attempt at decorative art had been made
and some Indian Agures were there presented with some other paint-
ings. A legend Is retained about the state house that the painter
who did the work received $1.60 a day, and a good judge of art
would say that he earned no more. In the rotunda of the building
on the first floer there were four niches. Two of these were empty
except for some benches piled in them. The other two were boarded
up and were used by the janitors as closets. They were eyesores to
evervone who saw them. Dewn through the long corridors abso-
lutely pothing existed to break the monotony of the architectural
lines, The wide corridor ef the entrance presented only white walls
and with the massive arches overhead gave one more or less the
fmpression of being in a basement where the supports of the struc-
ture are allowed to stand out im &ll prominence.

Office Rooms Painted.

The office rooms of the state house have been adorned with
mural decorations for years. The work for the most part was satls-
factery. The corridors, rotunda and spaces about the building were
the most glaringly deficlent, so the legislature gave the capitol com-
mission an appropriation and ordered that the state house corridors
be decorated, and gave the commission authority to select the best
artists of the country to paint pictures to be hung in suitable places,
One such painting was ordered to be placed in a pagel fourteen by
thirty-eight feet, just above the grand staircase, and for this an
appropriation of §10,000 was made. An appropriation of the same
amount was made fer six panels of smaller size above the gallery
which overlooks the grand staircase. An appropriation of §8.000
was made for the elght lunettes in the rotunda, Many other spaces
suitable for paintngs still remain and it s the the
legislature to make additional appropriations for paintings for these
spaces In time.
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Effect Sought in Decoration.

In decorating the walls of the buiflding the objoct sought was
to cover up the harsh architeetural lines. Instead of greeting the
visitor on entering the state house with a barrenness, it was sought
to so decorate the walls that a feeling of ease and comfort would
greet one. The lowa stata eapltol has heen occupled for about
twonty vears, and one point to be avolded was that the paintings
should not present such a newness and freshness that the building
would look llke an old bullding painted over to make {1 look new
The painting must be harmonious and Mr. Garnsey, who did the
decorantive work, has succeeded admirably in the judgment of the
hest eritles. Olives, old rose and sombre colora predominate in the
decorntive work. The bell of the dome Is covered with gold leaf
and abhove it a deep blue to give a background for the gold. From
the bell of the dome to the first floor 52163 feet, and the skill of
the artiet in decorating that enormous hole was no small task. It
has been woecompl and the blending of the colors from top to
hottom s pleasing areblteetural llnes here, too, were the most
dilfeult to cover This has been accomplished largely by a har-
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rhe ceiling of maln corridors of the first

floor has been decorated to give the soft Mesale effect, and has been

The olives and old rose colors of the walls

the east and west
done with great suceess
are carried into the celllng Mosiales aud give the same pleasing effect
as though the decorations had always been there from the time the
bullding was first erected, The de part
of the building. As one comes from the main corridor to the rotunda
he no longer sees the four niclies which were formerly
hole#, They are now Inclosed and o
'ars carrled by the lown
are sogled with u !'I.lll‘ ginss,
battle tags s¢cm to blend nicely with the other decorations

orations seem to be a very
mere cubby
battle

The cases

e the recaptacles of the

regiments durlong the Civil war

covering the opealug, and even the old

Problems for ‘the Painter,

north and south were
formerly Artist has
wecomplished Pompeilan decora-
tlons. Bright Pompellan red has been used which, given an old effect
under skillful the enlivens the dark corridors
and glves a very pleasing eflecl

The same colors and effeet in the muln corridor is

he narrow corridors leading to the

dark apd gloomy becnusa barren Garnsey

wouders bere by introduelng the

ihe work of artist,
carried into
the skill of the artlst was made
NI BERTY the bullding One
of the commissioners who bullt the state house wis an authority on
warble, He wished to display his learning on that subject and did
w0 by Introducing marble from every quarter of the globe, It is
-.m.n\-r-fwl thut khl'lu wis no marble of known fame and prominence
up to the time of the completion of the bullding thut was not used.
The walnscoting of the office rooms as well as of the corridors is
mwade up of au almost endless variety after the
was completed & pamphlet was printed which was a gulde to the
marble used In the fAnishing work and the pamphlet, which waas
dovotsd entirely to that subject, was of considerable size. The
murble is of every color ef the ralnbow and some besides, und to
put colors on the walls that wounld harmonize with all this color
in the marble and still giva a soft and pleasing efféect was the chist
tusk of the artist. The grand stalrcass in the east corridor ls mads
of marble entirely, and the glare of color in that end of the bulld-
ing is worse than anywhere else.

Just above the grand staircase Is the painting by E. H. Blash.
fleld of New York. It was the contention of Senator A. B. Fuunk,

the cast corridor. Perhaps Ereatest

by the fact that Is a4 museunm of marble
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“THFE TEN-THOUSAND-DOLLAR BLASHFIELD PAINTING AT THE HEAD OF TILE GRAND BTATRWAY IN THE

chairman of the capitol commission, that the only thing that could
be done In getting a great palnting was to select a great artist,
give him a commission and leave him to his own devices. This plan
was followed., It hns been the wish and expectation to have work
by nearly 1f not all of the great artists of this time. The panel above
the grand staircase ls fourteen feet high by thirty-eight feel long
It is consldered the most consnfcuous place and the best place for
a great palnting that the state house affords. E. H. Blashfleld was
selected to paint the pleture for this space

Where Blashfield's Painting Hangs.

It was the first desire of the capitol commission and of nearly
everyone else that this painting should In a way at least be typleal
of the west and should be a preservation in art of the growth and
development of a great state from a prairle wilderness, It was
realized that an artist must be given a free rein, that art cannot
be controlled as in carpenter worl, and thut sometimes the best
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[OWA STATE CAPITOL BUILDING AT DES MOINES.—From a Photo by the Insles Deck Tompany of New York; Copyright, 1003, by

artists, falling to catch the inspiration, will fall short of expecta-
tions. Consequently when Blashfield was commissioned to palnt the
picture for which the state had appropriated $10,000 the commission
offered up some sllent prayers that he would be lusplred to paint
A masteryjece,

Spirit of the Painting.

The plicture is entitlad “Westward."” The most conspicuous
figure in the painting is a great pralrie schooner of the ploneer days,
which Is moving from the right to the left of the picture. In the
front of the schooner sit two women and a child and drawing the
schooner are two voke of oxen. Men and women and children such
as accompanied such trains in the ploneer days follow on elther
gide of the oxen. Above the oxen and In front of the prairle schooner
are mythical figures. One carries the seal of the state of lows. Two
others carry a basket of seeds which they distribute. Back of the
prairie schooner come two other mythical figures, cone carrylng a
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MAN FLOOR IN THE ROTUNDA OF THE 10WA CAPITOL, SHOWING THE GRAND MARBLE STAIRWAY, AT THE HEAD

OF WHICH THE BLASHFIELD PAINTING WILL HANG.

WEST FRONT OF THE IOWA STATE HOUSE, THE MUST HANDBOME PUBLIC BUILDING IN ALL THE WEST AND THE

LRIDE OF ALL PATRIOTIC HAWKEYES,

minieture locomotive and the other a miniature dynamo. Towards
the right of the picture and pear the rear of the pralrie schooner s
a corn field with watermelons and other signs of civilization and a
man on horgeback and three others on foot. Thus from the ox team
at the left of the picture in the lead to tha corn fleld and the figures
carrying the locomotive and dynamo at the extreme right there Is
represented the progress of civilization, the “westward”™ trend of
civilzation and the reclaiming of the virgin soll to cultlvation and
clvilization.

Looked Upon as a Masterpiece.

Great paluntings are recognized as such only after they have
been exhibited long enough for the public to become educated up
to thelr merits. It {8 the bellef of the members of the capitel com-
mission that they have what they hoped for-—a masterpiece—and
there is a belief that the painting will be recognized as such by the
public a8 soon as it has had the oppertunity to study the work, for

the first view is never as appreciative as the one-
hundredth in the cuse of a yreat painting. It is
certainly true with the Blashfield painting that
there 1s a rure harmony of color and balance to
the painting. It is suited to the building and the
place in which it Is hung and adds very greatly
to the benutiful architecture of the state capitol

Decoration in Large Chambers.

The supreme court room and the hall of the
honse of representatives were both badly damaged
by fire two years ago, and decorating has token
place here, The house chanmber has been rebullt,
it might nlmost he sald. The fire so damuged that
part of the bullding that the entire interlor of the
new, The ceiling and walls and all
the furnishings dre new, and as It s today, on the
eve of the convening of the legislature, the house
chamber |s beautiful thnn It ever was be-
fore. The supreme court room merely
smoked a lttle and solled with water, and all that
hus been done there was to redecorate the walls,
which has been done very artlstieally, But In the
house the seagiolin columns have besn replaced
with columns of a lighter color. The celling iIs
far more heagutiful than the old one and the deco-
ratlons and all are lighter and more medern.
Hundreds of incandescent electrie lights will {lla.
minate the room. The chandeliers in the new
furnishings ure made of Incandescent lights cov-
ered with an Inverted bell of small pleces of cut
glass, and when the lights are on the effect is very
pleasing and very dazzling.

Story of Its Construction

Iowa people are proud of thelr state house,
They are proud of the fuct that it was bullt by a
commission and that after seventeen years, after
a most rigld lovestigation, the commission was
found to be off In Its accounts ounly $3.77. In re
ality four separate commissions have comducted
the work of erecting and completing the lowa
capitol bullding and the fourth {8 now only com-
pleting the bullding, the foundation for which was
first lald In 1871, The first commission cousisted
of the governor, who was made ex-officlo president
of the bourd, and elght members selected by the
house amd senate. They were to recesve §5 a day
for the actunl time they put lo and also thelr ae-
tusl traveling expenses. The men who really
bullt the state house were Maturin L. Fisher, R
8, Flukblne Peter A. Dey, the last named
being the only one now lving.

Under the provision that the rate of taxation
cold not be Increased the erection of the state
and seventeen years
when the leglslature suddenly abolishad tha
commission, though the bullding was occupied by
the sinte officinls

roum s now

Inaora

wus

|
il

house wig a slow P eRs,

later
It was not completed. The gov
um of money to complete the

TR T

Ereor wis 2Iiven

bulldlag nnd he Eluch temporary
the
thil

created the cap

arrange

ments sis were noecessary and building re

mninged In mueh that coudition the

14M)

twenty
eighth geuernl nssembly o

itol improvement eommission and charged It with

Investigntlon of the bullding
view (o completing It I'h vommission consi

of Peter A

mnXklng in with a

LT mie ey

'rof. C. A, ("uinn

B Josselvn This

of the frst eommis

si0n ng of this city and Henry

dld

providid

winlsslon cousiderable
the
now putting ou the finlshing touches
The originnl in

work and the nexi

COInMission

legisla tnre for

cution of the legislature was
that the « il cost not to exced £1.74M,
NN the CGenernl hnd ap
propriated at different times and there hud heen
axpended on £2RTO200, Eimes
then the legisinture has approprinted over a quar

anltol =)

Up to 1887 Ansembily

the state house

ter of a milllon and the cost of the completed
bullding will be at least §3,250,000,




