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How Omaha Keeps Its People W

grm én(i Cémfortable

in Winter

Bome Interesting Facts on the Local Coal Supply and the Way in Which it Goes Up in Smoke On Cold Days When the Thermometer Hovers Around the Zero Point for Weeks at a Time
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FAMILIAR STREET SOENE IN THE WINTER

MAHA people pay for coal during the seven months of the
year the sum of $1,675,000. A few figures taken as a com=-
parison show how large an amount of money this really is.
It would take more than five times the entire population of

the city working at 82 a day to pay the coal blil merely for one
winter. In other words, It would take 787.600 men working at $2
n day for one day to make that much money. Working at the rate
of $2 n day it would take one man 2,187.5 years to complete It

These figures, of course, are based on the most reliable infor-
mation that could be secured. While it may seem strange to the
people of this elty, out of a large number of coal dealers asked In
regard to the matter, none of theln could tell, or wounld tell, the
exact amount of coal he sold during a wintér, but each wan willing
to tell what he thought his competitor sold. So It Is a fact that not
& conl dealer In Omaha knows the amount of coal #6ld here in a
year. One denler, aftor making estimates of what his competitors
sold, sald: “I do not know what my firm sells during a year. We
have never Kept an accurate account of the matter, and the nearest
we could come to the exact amount would be an estimate.” A com-
petitor told how much this dealer sold, so the figures above are
practically corvect.

Fifty Cars a Day for Omaha

in Omaha an average of fifty coal dealers do business during
the winter months, some of whom gell coal at wholesale and have
men out over the state as agents, others cater to a ,strictly retall
trade and deliver eoal In wagona throughout the city, while another
class handles only a small amount of coal and it is delivered {rom
their pluces of business, In most Instapces, In baskets, At lenst one
car of coal I8 gold in Omaba each day during the winter months by
aach dealer. This means that fifty cars of coal are burned dally in
thiis city between the months of October and April. A car of coal is
equal to thirty tons, making 1,600 tons of coal used daily, or
%,000,000 pounds shoveled into furnaces and stovea by workmen and
housewives and others every twenty-four hours during the winter,

As there s no coal mined In Nebrfaska It Is necessary for Omaha
as well as the remainder of the staté to ship in all that is burned.
To supply even the people of the metropolls many states are ealled
upon. In fact, Omaha gets its coal supply from rhore states than
any clty of its size in the United States. It Is shipped in here from
Pennsylvania, Missouri, lowa, Kansas, Wyoming, Ohlo, Colorado and
IMinols., This means that the peopls of Omabha sent out to other
states each winter through the coal dealers the sum of $7,500 a day,
or $1.676,000 a winter, less, of course, the profit of the coal dealer,
which has never been figured out so far as the Oldest Inhabitant
remembers.

A Nebraska coal mine which fornished Omaha’s supply would
have to be capable of producing several different kinda of the fuel.
Omaha uses hard coal in its residences, and steam coal and soft ceal
under its bollers. The hard coal 15 retalled on an average at $10.60
s ton, soft coal from $4.590 to $7.60 a ton and the steam coal for $3
a ton. In Seuth Omahs, which is not inclbhded in this ealculation,
the packing houses use from three to five cars of coal & day, ns does
the smelter works in Omaha.

When the Dealer Gets Even

Compluin? bas frequently been heard because the coal dealers
usually tack vn 10 ceuts a won for coal which Is not ordered during
the summer mnant and consegquently not delivered durilng the
warm weather. Thl was explained in this manner by a large coal
dealer who lays In Mis supply durlng the hot summer months,

“It la neveasary for us to look ashead and be prepared to supply
our cuslomers when cold weather sets in. If we did not we would
find ourselves unable to secure cars Iun which to ship the coal into
Omaha. About the time we wonld be wantlng cars for coal, the
farmers and grain men would be wanting them to move the grain
crop, 0 we have to get & supply of coal in advance and have it on
bhand. Now, as we have to Invest our money in this coal, and as we
have to store it away until it s sold and delivered, we put on a
charge of 10 cents a ton to pay the interest on the money and the
storage."”

This 10 cents a ton amounts to 53 a car. Before that 10 cents
comes the freight bills, and as every little ‘additional expense s
charged up to the consumer, by the time he gets his coal supply for
the winter he has a lurge sumber of bills to pay besides the mere
cost of the coal at the mina  Asother eharge lald at the door of the
coal dealer is that he “cufohes “Bm & goin’ and & comin’ " because
he sells codl in the winter and sells iee In the summer. But this is
true of only five of the large Arms in Omaba.

Army Given Employment

But whatever the jokes poked at the coal dealer and the loe
dealer, his kind gives employment to an army of men In this elty.
1t is estimated that It requires fully 400 teams (8500 horses), and
400 wagons to keep the people supplied with coal, after it has been
dumped into the coml yards. These are employed copstantly during
the winter months and a portlon of the summer., It reguires one
man to do the driving and the unloading; five of the large firms em-
ploy ln thelr offices constantly seven men each; sther dealers have
on an average of two men Lo the office. Bome of the dealers have
three men on the road all the time, while the five largest dealors

have a total of twenty-five men out all the time. Thess twenty-five
men do nothing but take orders for coal, while apother man ls em-
ployed by each of the five big dealers to do nothing bul collect
Pesldes the employss enumerated, a far greater number of men own
thelr own teams and haul cosl for the doalers at a stipulated price
per ton. Some of the dealers say it 18 better to employ men with
teams o do the hauling, but those who own thelr own teams declare
‘he only system Is for the firm to own {is teams.

Life of the Ccal Hauler

Men who are employed with their teams report at a conl office
each morning for orders and are assigned the day's work. It some«
times happens, of course, there Is nothing for the teamster to do, but
the good driver who never mukes a mistake in an addreas usually
finds plenty to do during the winter months. His pay, too, Is good,
depending entirely upon the amount of coal he hauls. A number of
the drivers make as much as $356 and 840 a week, out of which, of
course, they have to pay for the feed for thelr teams, but the average
driver, of a numiber intorviewed, mnkes from $18 to $25. All this, of
course, adda to the price of the conl to "the consumer.

But before the teamsters get a hold on the coal supply of
Omaba the rallronds get a chance at (. All of the best coal used in
Omahe comes from the mines of Pennsylvania, so the freight charges
amount to considerable. A little calculation shows that to bring in
s duy's supply of coal would take a traln which would cover In the
aelghborhooa of 2,000 feet. To bring In & year's supply of coal the
train, were 1t In one section, would reach a distance of about 146
miles, or three times the distance from Omahs to Linceln. B0 a cent

THE MAN BEHIND THE HEATING PLANT,

reduction 1n frelght rates on coal into Omuha means considerable
in & year's time, though 1t sounds small

Large Stocks Carried On Hand

A wmnjority of the dealers keep constantly on band from 1,000 to
1,000 tons of coal, while the smallor dealers earry nbout 300  tous
and less. All of the dealers, of course, sell coal that is “absolutely
free from dirt and dust,” and in one instance the coal 18 treated to
remove all dirt and dust, This ls done by one of Omaha's largest
firms. The conl {8 loaded into a bin whose fioor {8 many feel above
the ground. When it Is shoveled out of this pit It goes over a
screen, which is above another pit, and thus most of the forelgn
matter and the smaller particles are removed N

Hard work 18 attached to every phase of the conl business, of
which the conl heaver and driver, In so far as manusl labors Is con
cerned, of course, get the worst end, but these drivers are satisfied.
A number were Interviewed and every one of them cxprm_med sym-
pathy for the man behind the desk. “It is outdoor work in mine,"
most of them said, and the fact that the man with the team clears
more money each month out of his salary than does the average man
behind the desk, the outdoor work hns its attrmctions as well as Its
drawbacks. -

As u result of the efforts made by business men to save coal, the
henting of an office bullding In Omaha has been reduced to a sclence
and in some of the large office buildmgs engineers of recognized abllity
who command large salaries are employed. In many places In Omaha
people walking along the streets pass over, without thelr knowledge,
tmwense bollers where steam is generated for heating and lighting pur-

CLEANING COAL IN OLD-FASHIONED WAY

Folk on the Rights of the Insured

Missouri's Reform Governor Interprets the Startling Disclosures of the Insurance Investigations

K consldering the proposed action of the stute of Missourl agalnst
the New York Life Ipsurnuoee company and othey insurance or-
gunizations which may be convicted of carrying on frandulent
rractices, it is o mistake to suppose that the Individual state has

not authority to supervise the business of lusurance com-
panles, Josurance I8 pot Interstate commerce; It may be
regulated Ly each state. The wmte bas a right to per-
mit foreign [osurance companies—that s, Insurance compan-
fes iccorporated under the laws of avother state—to do business within
its own boundaries, and it has an equal right to exclude such companies,
In pursuauce of this power the state can authorize Its own officinl
to exnmine an lnsurance company in another state, and if this official
finds that the company is in such eondition as to make it hazerdous to
the cltizens of the state for it to do business within the state, then Ita
license cun be taken away.

Scope of State Supervision ..

Missourl bas provided by law for an lusurance commissioner, who
licenses all lusurance eowphnies that do business in the state. When-
ever he thinks the luterests of the policyholders are jeopardized by any
company continuing to do business in the state, the Insurance commis-
sloner ean revoke the license of such company, The state in this man-
ner exercises supervision over all of the Insurance companles doing
business within its lmits, although these compunies may be located,
and most of them are located, in other states

The funds of a mutual company constitute a fduclary trust, beld
and adminisiered for the sole use of those named as beneficlaries, many
of whom nre or will be widows and orphous; snd many thousands of
peopie have taken lusurance In such compaunles because of this very
fact and the assurance that every dollar of assets belongs to the policy-
bolders. “T'hat any portion of the policyholder's premiums, or profits
on jwemivme, should be dfverted to political purposes or other pses
not contempiated when the premiums were pald in, and not consistent
with the avowed purposes of a life insurance organization, must be
cousidered by all right-thinking peopla ns o gross violstlon of a saered
trust.

It hax Leen mrned that life lusurance companies of New York,
contralling wapy bundreds of milllons of dollars, have been attempting
to dictute clections by contributing Immense sums of money to politiesl
campalgn committees, which the officlals who contributed It took from
the trust funds placed lo thelr eare, with no more authority than the
treasurer of a state would have to use the public funds for that pur
pose,  Worse than this s the startling revelation that lhl"!'(-" of the
largest insurance companies have for years malutalned g trust to con-
trol legislation of the stutes and o elect and defest wen for office ne-
comling o the wishes of these c;:nu:]muies.

Companies Practically Control Money Supply

In the testimouy before the New York ‘nvuugluu commlttee it
wis established that & bureau wus orgauized In 1580 to econtrol legisla-
tlon. One wan was put In charge of the legislntion of the United Biates
and Canads. He would select the best men to handle legislation in
ench siate. No voucheérs were reguired of him except his requisition,
snd be wus expecied to deal with wmen who could produce resalts. It

was his provinee to bring pressure to bear and prevent re-election of
wen who were not o the liking of the lnsurance maguates. There was
paid him by one company slone In the last four and one-half years
#45,000 as salary and $681,000 for varlous other purposes, of which the
sum of $476,000 was fur work as legislative agent.

Immensity of Insurance Boodle Fund

It will oecasion no surprise to learn that one of the companies sent
$2.500 for this purpose to Missouri four years ago. The legislative
agent had absolute authority to drmw on any brunch office for any
amoeunt of money that be wanted, and was wot required to give uny
information as to what the money would be used for. The checks
showing how some of this money was spent were very prudentiy de-
stroyed. To anyone famillar with leglalation and the ways of those
who #eek to Influence legislation by corrupt means It Is manifest that
the fund so ralsed was for the purpose of Wnfluenclog legislators directly
orindirectiy.

‘With these companies in practical control of the money supply of
the United States, having more power over the money market than the
government ltself, they could in the course of time have absolutely
owned state legislutures, and thelr avarice might have gone further in
securing the election or defeat of stute and patlonal officers. In the
course of time, Instead of having 8, government by the people and for
the people, it would have been a government by the few, with wealth
enoigh to purchaso official favors, No mun who loves his country can
but be nlarmed when he contomplates the possibilities if there had been
no Interruption in the operation and methods of some of these com-
peules.

I do not belleve any company whose officials divert funds without
objection on the part of the directors, or that Is willing to corrupt our
leglxlutors, should be allowed to db business In thils state. They should
do honest business or no buslness.” If they cannot exist without sur-
reptitious vielatlous of law or briflery it is hetter for the people that
they e excluded from the state estirely. The laws cannot be too striet
and enforced too aggressively in regulating the conduct of those u-
trustes]l with such power s those have who handle the lnsurance mll-
lons, and they shonld be held to the sume degree of sceountability be-
fore tha bar of justice as public officlals are.

Breach of Trust is the Offense

It |5 not wealth about which the people complain; wealth in ltself
Is a blossing" but the abuse of wealth Is & curse. It I8 not Insurance
coiipanies the people object to, but the breaches of trust on the part
of soiue of those running the nsurunce companles, The people under-
stand these things, and know while somse Insurance people are erovked.
it doos not follow that all lusarance men or all bankers are without
honor. While demanding the exposure and punishment of Insuranes
ecroaks anil crooks of every other kind, the people of Ollo the other duy
vlectad a presldent of o life insuranes comupity as governor of their
state. He I an bonest man, and eminently qualified aud worthy of the
place. This shows that the people are not so blinded by the uqmaurp;
a8 to sirike madly at any comnected with the same line of business.
They can dscrlminate between the good sod the bad —New York 1o
dependent.

WHERE THE WAGONS ARE LOADEHD.

pones, Excavations are made under the sidewnlk to the curb line,
leaving the walks supported by arches, which are placed upon large
fron pillnrs. The exeavation ls walled with brick or stone and in some
instances the exeavations ¢xtend the entire length of the bullding.

Every plece of machinery I8 hought and installed with a view of
saving coal apd with n view to using every particle of steam. Pumps
are used to send the hot water through the pipes and back agaln Into
the bollers and thus every drop of water s made to do all that it ean
be gotten from it, Some of the buildings use direct and others Indirect
systems, that is, the water is sent through the bulldings in the pipes
to radlators in the former case and in the latter case the air Is heated
by heing brought into the bullding and heated by means of colls of pipe
In a separate room. Fans are then used by which the air Is forced
Into the rooms which it is desjred to heat. The High school has both
gystema lustalled, Most of the office buifldings which are not large have
the direct aystem and carry only a low pressure of steam, and the en-
gines ansl bollers can be managed by one man, who s required to re-
maln &t his post of duty every evening. In these smaller bulldings
the bollers are not more than fAfteen horse power. In Instances the
pressure of the water furnished by the water company is sufficient,
but In others the engineers keep a tank of water on the top of the bulld-
ing to make the pressure creater. Engineers who are employed in
there bulldings arve required to pass a rigid examination and are
granted a license before they can tnke the position of engineers, Their
pay ranges from $60 a month for a second grade engineer to a much
highet amount, dependent upon the man and his employer.

Uncle Sam's Up-to-Date Plant

In the federal bullding perbaps there 18 the most econowical, as
well as the most up-to-date, heating and vehtilating plant in this city,
This plunt occuples the entire basement of that large structure. 'In
this bullding only Is the thermostat used. This apparatos automat-
leally regulates the heat In every room in the bullding. It Is a small
ettachment consisting of two disks, flattened almost together, but be-
tween which there is & Hquid which freezes at a temperature of 60 de-
grees. The action of the alr agalnst thig disk contructs or expands It,
as the case may be, and this expansion or contraction regulates the alr
which goes Into the radintor. Bhould a federal officer desire his room
kept at a temperature of 70 degrecs he so seta the apparntus by a dial
on the tront of it. When the temperature drops to GU degrees the sides
of the termostat open and allow the hot alr to go into the radiator.
Bhonld the temperature reach 71 degrees the thermostat closes and the
hot alr |s shot off, and thus I8 it possible to regulate the heat almost
to 4 degree. Bo delicate is this apparatus that Chief Engineer Baxter
moved it by merely breathing against it

The five bollers in the federal bullding are supposed to heat 5,000
feet radintion each, but duripg Inst winter enly three bullers were used,
supplying a radlation of 30,000 fest. Alr, Baxter Lelleves this s due to
the fact that the heat is regulated In sach room, and as semse people
require much less beat than others, though the heat {8 turned off
only a sbort time on edaclr occasion, it weans wuch io the year's coal
bk

Even the Air is Filtered

The alr fornished the occupants of the federal bullding is even
purer than that which the people breathe upon the streets. It {s first
inducted into the bullding through screens of cheesecloths apnd from
these screans there Is removed each twenty-four hours @ifteen to thirty-
two pounds of soot, conl dust, dirt and other particles which are
breathed every day by the out-of-door people. The alr s then forced
inte a reom in which are loeated hot water colls and in Its meanderings
through these colls it becomes hot, ‘Then It is foread into the fans and
sent through ducts into & small réom, where It 18 mixed and cooled to
be sent on through ducts through the length of the basement Inte other
mixing vats and then to the offlces, The velocity of the alr as it Is sent
from the fubs through the coollng room I8 lke a small cyclone, and
travels at the rate of 82,000 cuble feet 8 minuote.

New Economies Always Welcomed

in the federal bullding, as In all other buildings where coal 18 used,
the cldef ongineer is coustantly on the lookout for {nventions which
will reduce the coal bills, In one of the lurge office buildings eleven
tons of coal I8 used every day and the bullding does not remain open
at ulght, elther, This amount of conl, however, supplies also power
for the electric light plant. This beating plaut covers the entire base-
ment of a bullding n quarter of a bloek in area snd it contatns enough
machipery to furnlsh bheat and lght for a small town. Oune engine is

kept merely to ralse heavy snfes and office fAxtures which may be
neaded (o the bullding. Heat nnd lght is furnisbed to every room and
to supply the demand four large bollers of 100 horse power each are

used. Two large engines are also used, supplylog power to run the
elevators, It requires a chief engineer and three assistants 10 run this
plant, wore than s necrssary to mansge sn electrie lght plant in a
country town. Every purticle of stenm s used in this bullding, not a
pouud escaping untll after it has performad s function.

Whille lu a majority of lostances the lighting plant is in the base-
meut of a bullding, It is not unusual for the heating plant to be sepa-
rate und spart fro the malu bullding aud the heat plped lute the
bullding.




