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Omaha’s Citizen Soldiers---Their Record and Their Need of Quarters
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MENT,

Oh for the gift of . the anclent bards,
Who sang of valor In ye olden time

To sound the prialse of the Omaha Guards
And make them famous in every clime

U BANG Wilma Jarrait in a
loenl paper May 52, 1566, 8he drew
her Inaplration from the martial
weents which attended the Inler-
wtate drilling ocontests of  Lhat

month and year at Memphis, Toenn. 8Shae
was s thrilled with the brichtness and
beauty of that milltary review, which she
had witnesked, and Iin which she had seen
the vompanies of her own clty cnrrying off

the first honors that she could not restriln
4 note of trlumph

But it Ia the intention to exploit the
rplendors and pompous displays of milltary
necomplishment in this article, except Inso-
far na these tvlumphs give o reason for
more #gerlous considerations, Yet who Is
thare who cannot see In the glitter of uni-
forms, in the burninhed arms. and the Ong
over all, the tangible expressions of qur
undving patriotlsm? Can we afford
ta dispense with our militla companiea?

The First regiment of the Nebrnska Na-
tional Guard was organized by Colonel L
W, Colby in 1880, There nre at pressnt two
reglments of twelve companles ench, Three
of these companles are located at Omaha.

not

deep,

They are the Omaha Guards, or Company
3, of the Bécond regiment; the Thurston
Rifler, Company L. of the First regiment,

wid the Omaha Light Infantry, Company I,
uf the Becond.
P NE—
Veterans of the Service,

Of thess companies the Omaha Guards In
the voteran company. 1t was orgunised ns
an indspendsnt company October 3, 1887,
That It was so organized was due to the
faot that the réglments of the state militia
were then complately filled. The original
promoters of the company were W. A
Webster, Nat M. Brigham, Minot Tirreil
and 8, B. NMeed  Permiassion to bear arms
and parade was secured from Adjutant
General A. V. Cole April 11, 1888, but there
wis no financlal encouragement, nor did
the state pgree to furnish suppliés, nor
uniforms. A subscription by Omaha clti-
genn of 33,000 enakled the company to buy
and furniah the old Cawsino skating rink at
Seventeenth and Douglas streets. This was
the first armory. On March 6 1858, A. H.
Bohart, of General Crook's siaff, became
the first regular captaln of the company,
and under him the company atiained a
grent degree of proficlency. It won its
first trophy October 30, 1888 In & compet]-
tion with the Dodge Light Guards of Coun
ol Bluffs. This wnas the bridge trophy,
given on the ocoasion of the opening of the
Omaha and Council Bluffs bridgs. In No-
vember, 1888, a basar was conducted for the
benefit of the Guards and $2,000 was ralsed,
This was expended for unlforms and equip-
ments. On Juna 5, 1580, #hes Guards won
the fArst priee in the dArill of malden com-
panies at Kansas City, where they had to
compete with ten other companies. The

, Prize offered was $1.000. In Oclgber of 1590
Lisutenant H. B, Mulford solicited and se-
oured funds to purchase a gatling gun and
afterward o gatling seetlon of the Guards
was organized. The Omahba Guards won
the governor's oup from the Thurston
Rifles during the state encampment in
August, 18, and the gutling prise in- the
interstute contest at Memphis, Tenn., con-
ducted in that city, during the month of
May, 1556, This prige wea 3600, No ather
cash prizes have boen won, although the
company_ still holds the governor's oup for
proficiency In the state canlesis.

Of actual eervice this compuany has seen
the following: On August 8, 184, they were
murched to the scene of the packinghouse
wirvike in South Onmmha, where they did pa-
trol service for three days. During the
Month of May, 1808, they were mustered
out as a militle company to become Come
pany G of the Becond regimont of Ne-
braska Volunteers. During the Bpanlah-
American war they saw pervice In the
mobilizsation camp at Chickamagus, Tenn.
Their losses from camp disbases were al-
most &s great as thoe losses of the Thurs-
tin Rifea, who were In active campalgns
In the Philippine islands. After returning,
they ware reorganised into the militin

Edward Crelghton Guards.

The first rival company to the Omaha
i;umdn Was an organisation known as the
Edwurd Creighton Guards, which orga-

niged a few months later, 1t was also un
independent company and was attacied o
Genoral Cook's sl for brigade purpsises

They Arst drilied In 8t. Philomena's: hall,
which wus mituated at Ninth and Howard
Hiyesis Later they occupled guurters in
the Ware bloek Finally they used a hall
conndetad with Crelghton  collegn They
were tralned by General Kenyon of General
Crook’'s staflf, and during the greater part
of the tme Constantine J. Smvih served
as cuptain, The state never allowsd hem
Ay thing (o armory purposes, although

they rectlved remuneration when they
ralled on to drill with the brigade.” During
this time Lisutenant Green, also of
ortl Crook's staff, wus drill-master for the
Omahia Guards, and & vory pleasant rivalry
existed betwean the two  oarganizations,
Fipancial matters was the great burden, as
it s, und has been, In wll the companies,
The company wis dishanded In 1558

wWere

o=
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Becord of Tharsion Hifles,

The Thumston Rifles were the pext come
pany to organis. They were first orgs.
pizsed wa & marching company o asslsl In

the republican campalgn during the aulumn
of 13 Aflter the campalgn was over the
coturadeshlpy mmong the members bad be-
come so congenial that It was determined
to make the organisation a permanent one.
Capiain A. H. Beharff. whoe hud beon
connecied with the Omueba Guards fop sis
years, but who had seversd his oonnectios
with them (o I8, was chosen as tholr fieml
caplain. They at onos took rank with the
Omata Guards, and sinee then bave bLeen
the moat formidable rival company. With
the firmt recopstruction of the wale
sunlzation. the Thurston Rifles wore ad-
mitted a8 Company L of the First Regl-
ment of the Nebraska NauUopnl Ouard
in the first state engampment afler (heir

M-

MILLARD RIFLES, COMPANY 1, BECOND REUl-

admission the Thursiaqn Rifles recsived the
guvernor's oup, presentad Ly, dovernor
Dmwea for the best drilled company in the
state. They weres not allowed to keep it,
however, because It was leiirned that Cap-
tnin Bcharf® had observed some minor
point In the regulstions of the competitive
contest 8o the cup was returned (o the
Omnha Guards, which company hid prossed
thetn clowest In the
i'he
winners
they wer

not

conteat

Thurstons have always besn prize
During the month of May, 185,
the only complete company from
Nebryrka to compete In the interstate drill-
ing rompetition at Memplgls, Tenn. THeére
they ook four flrst prisexs and the first
prige for Individusl drill. “They came home
with #4870 In prize money o -thelr credit,
Thin 1# & remurkable record when It |8 re-
membered that the company wis 4 new or-
ganization. BSince that time It s & question
which s the leading company In the mat-
ter of discipline, the Thurstons or
Omaha Guards.

The first actunl service of this company,
as with the Omaha Guards, was during
the packing house digturbance August 9 to
12 18M, at South Omaha.

the

Part of the f‘ki.hllll‘ First,

Then comes the late Spanish-Ameriean
war, during which, us members of the
famous First Nebrasin Regiment of United
Btates Volunteers they won & name and
showed & valor which will make them dear
to this state and cltw They spont & year
and =ix monthe In the Philippines, and were
In every Imporiant engagement from the
time they landed untll thay were recalled
Notnbly they assisted In the Spanish cam-
palgn, and the assault on the City of
Manlla. when that stronghold fell into the
hunds of the Americans, They then assisted
in the policing of the city for two months.
During thia time they were detalled to take
charge of the custom house, in which capa-
ity they had more delicate situations to
handle than any other company in the Ne-
braska regiment, or, in fact, In the whole
Eighth army corps. At the first Intimation
of trouble with the Filipinos they with thelir
regiment were sent to the outer line of de-
fenses at Banta Mesa. Here they helped
meet and repulse the first attack of the In-
surgents during the first weeks of Feb-
ruary, 184, The Pirst Nebrasha regiment
then held the center of the line of march
from that polnt to Malolos, the stronghold
of Aguinaldo’s forces.

———
Omaha's “Bahy" Company.

The fourth company to be organiged in
Omuha was the Omaha Light Infantry, or
Company I of the Second regiment of the
Nebraska Natlonal Guard, This was organ-
fzed In March, 1ML Captain Baughman
was Lhe first commander of the company
Under him the company guinad (ts groatast
strength. He was succeeded by Captaln

yeorge Beres, but ghortly afterward
mustered out. The company WS recrgaris
fged by Major Osborne in 19 during the
month of June, Cupf in Ed B. Cooper then
took command, but was succeeded soon
after by Captain A. W, Kroeger, who has
been the commanding officer since Decem-
ber 81, 1004, Being the youngesat company
in the ecity, it has been found that the tusk
of keeping up a vigorous organization in
the face of the competition of the two
older companies and the cost of meintfin-
ing quariers Is very sevire,

Wi

Men of Iufluence.

Buch 1a a brief outline of the milltia com-
panies of this city. Every one of these
companies has reflected credit on this
municipality. They have always stood
ready to serve the clty as protector to
preserve the public peace Inviolate. They
have always turned out fo make a display
whenever the guests of the ¢ty reguired
that they should be recelved with dignity
becoming thelr fame. 1If you read the
rosters of the varlpus companies you will
find the pomes of many of our most NOROTred
and influential men. Take the numes of
the captains and see how many you know.

In the Omaha Guards they are Captain
Scharft, Captaln H. B. Mulford, Captain
W. B Ten Eycke, Cuaptain Ell Hodgium

Captain O. G. Osborne, Captailn James Al-
len, Caplain Delping and &t pressnt Captain
A. D, Paleoner. In the Thurston Rifles are
Captiin A, H. Scharff, Caplain W. J. Faoye,
Captain Wallace Taylor, Cuptein W. E
Btockham, Captain Richards and at present

GROUP IN FRONT

Captaln W. E. Bashr. In the Omaha
Light Infantry are Captain Bues, Captaln
Buughman, Captain George Seres, Captuain
Ed B. Cooper and Capinin A. W. Kroeger.

Wheo Foots the Billas,

When the question I8 asked, ““What of
the armories of these companies? Who
foots up the bille?" we are introduced to
the fundamental objoct of this article., In
&ll the elghteen years of the npistory of
military organlzations In Omaha they have
never hnd an armory worthy of the name.
After the companies were entered ws part
of the regular militild of Lhe state they re-
celved from thie state treasuries 100 a year
to meet the cost of an armory, In April
of the present year the state legislature
passed a blll Increasing the appropriation
10 $250 per company. Thixs Is the sum total
aof all the state has done for s militda;
aside from furnishing them with arms and
fatigue uniforms, and payving the Individ-
uale at the rate of $2 per day while they
were actually enguged in
cAmMmpments.

That this provision is entirely Inadequate
to meat the expenses of the companies In
a city lke Omaha & statement of actual
expenses furnlshed by Captain W, E. Baehr
of the Thurston Riftes will demonstrate,
It Is as follows: Expended for armory
rent, 3800; for Ughts, F130; for Jjanitor ser-
vice, $110; for telephione, $81; for premium
on captain's bond with the surety com-
panies, §1.50; for mending and ropalrs to
equipment, §18; for Incidentals, stationsry.
papers, maguzines, tuctic nanuals eto.,
$5; ol $8L5. From this deduct the
$£50 given by the state and a balance |s
left of $714.00. This must be met by the
members of the company themselyas

The expense account of the o'her ocome
panies Is very similur. How have these
agoounts been met in past years. 1g about
four Instances in the history of the com-
puanies a falr amount of money has been
ralsed by wsubscription This money, to-
gether with money actually won by the
companies in various drill competitions
might possibly amount to $10,00, This
would ebout meet the expense of three
companlies for three yeara, If It were not
for the fact that money won at thess com-
petitions had in almost every ocase been
used up before It was secured by (the
heavy cost of enteéring such a contest.

It is safe to say then that these bovs,
who have been so patient in drill and so
loyul to the needs of the Wiate, who were
the very first on hand when the war de-
manded the sacrifice of thelr individual in-
terests, and In many cases thelr lives, have

the annuul en-
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not only bean faithful to the Interests of
tha commonwealth, but have pald the ex-
pense of malntaining thelr organization ns
well.
——
Quarters for the Guard.

Look briefly over the history of the com-
panfes and sée what kind of accoramoda-
tions they haveée lad to be content witi.
The Omaha Guards first met for delll In
the old Casine skating rink near Seven-
teenth and Douglas,. Here they  were
quartered for Nfteen years. This bullding
gradually came to be used for nothing clse
und slipped out of repair. It required con-
slderable extra expense 10 make It pre-
sentable, And be It suld, casumlly, a mil-
itary company can not be maintaingd In
# barn, Finully these quarters were aban-
donad for accommodations In Creixhton
hall. Of all the companles they have been
the most fortunate In the matter of suit-
atile drill To mnintaln

dues assessed amounted to
per momber, and the actual
to sach during the yeanr was, 10 spenk
conservatively, 0  Such an expense was
no light matter to most of the boys. In
liter yYonrs the monthly dues have been re-
duced to $1 per month per member, which
means that there 1= usually a deficit which
must be made up by the more loyul or the
more fortunsle members. Only once in
the history of the Omaha Guards has any
Inrge amount of money been made by pub-
lie entertalnments. That was the ocase of
the bazar, above mentioned. Public balls
have always meant a defieit. It Is custo.
mary when & ball }s mentioned for the boys
to redch Into thelr pockets at onee and say !
“Well, how much do you want this time?"

The history of the Thurston Rifles is the
history of constant moving. They flrst
drilled in Erfling’s hall at Bixteenth and
Corby streets From there they went to
Morand's dancing scademy, then locatad at
Fifteenth and Harney, from there tp the
Patterson bullding, then to Ostoff’s hall at
SBixteenth and Callfornis strests. Then they
went out of commission and thelr arms
were stored at 338 South Fifteenth Whan
they were reorganized they had gquarters
in the old Brown building at Fourteenth
and Dougias After this they used - the
rooms in the Dally News bullding for some

pluces Lo
places the fret

Lthese

82 per month

ot

time. At present they are Arllling in Eagle
hall, where they have been for the last
two YeArs

The Omnaha Light Infaniry havq always

the They
suceessively the Masanie Temple halls, Ger-

hall, guarters on Fourteenth and

besn on move have ocoupled

manla

Douglar, the Duily News bullding. They
are at presgent located on the third floor of
the bullding which stands on the northwest
corner of Fourteenth and Douglas streets.
Here they have only the scantlest accom-
modations, There Is no place for company
drill and If they have It at all they must
drill in the streets.

It Is very hard for a arill company to
get sultable quarters, They blave often
been obliged to move because the macch-
Ing was found to be injuring the bulldings.
In other Inzstunces the roent has besn sue-
cesalvely ralsed beyvond enduring, This last
Is the stern fact that 1s facing ull the com-
panies at the present moment.

——
Intereat in the Movement,

Of late the Omaha Commercinl club has
taken un increasing interest In the militla

companies here and & move has been ooh-
tempiated toward securing gquarters for
thenm. Among the most enthusiastic meme-
bers in this project s O, D. Kiplinger. Ha
snys the mntter was broached to the Audl-
torium management, but was promptly re-

fused. The old market house on Thirte
and Caplitol was ni=so considered. He »
“SWhat the boys need 18 4 good, new arm-

ary., one that will accommodate four com-
panies at least It don’t have to be an
elnborate bullding at all, but a place whare
they can meet to drill and have a few

roomse for reading and amusement. Councit
Bluffs hus furnished Its one company with
oxcellent gquarters. while Omahn and the
stute of Nebraska huve done next to noth-

ing."
J. A C. Kennedy, a member of the
Omahn CGuarde during the late war, In

which he held the rank of first lloutenant
and was detalled to the commissary depart-

ment, says: "The money question of the
militia companles 1n Omaha lhas always
besn s Anancial nightmare. They have al-

wiiys been crowded for cash, and the work
of the ofMicers has been full of worry and
oare. I am In favor of a polley In the
etates to reduce the necessity for a laree
standing army by making It poasible to
have better militla compantes. 1L can not
be done ax long as st
furnish all the means of thelr maintenance
The state could well afford (o bulld arm.
ories In ita three largest cltles. The safety
af the stute and the eountry at large de-
penda on an effective militla and 1t has done
tnext to nothing to make it affective

the members

W. J. Foye has been coannected with the
Nebraska Natlonal Guard for elghteen
yeinrs, more or less. He has held all oMces

up to the mank of captain. He says: "“Thers
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is no roal pleasure In being & moember of
the militla nowadays. M I8 a constant thx
on 4 man's pocket andshis pationce. Quur-
ters Are scarce and rents always going up.
My work has taken my interest away from
the guurds of late I would like to see
the companies here provided with suitable
guarters There N no why the
mtite or the city; might furnish
armory.”’

resaesOn
not N
i
What ia Needed,

Major O. G. Osborne says: “The boys
arill In & barn, They must huave
an inviting place to meet, They must have
roams wheére they cun enjoy themselves
There are many . attrections to expect
that young men will put up with priva-
tons for the suke of belng patriotie. At
present the boys dlg 0p for all the aceom-
modations they have. An armory should
be provided., with a drill room, a place to
store arms and equipment, ¢lub rooms and
repding rooms. These need not be elaborate,
but at least comfortable. An appropriation
for an armory, 1 think, would be better
than rent.”
Cuptain A, W

cunnot

too

Kroéger of the Omaha
Light Infantry says: - “If we only had
money we could bulld up a good third
company and a fourth no doubl. The ES0
nllowance from the stute muy be enough
in the country, where rents are low
and whers the quirters are often frees, as
oame In Kearney, but It is entirely
too, small here, where the cost of acoom-
modations of the most gulling narrowness
must be pald for at an increasing rate.”
W. B. TenEyck says: “You can put me
down as one in favor of belter provisions
for the accommodation of the military
rompanies here. They have never had the
support morally or materially from the peo-

the

I8 the

ple of Omaha that was their dus. I remem-
ber when the Omahn Guards came back
from Kansaa City, after having won the

first prige for malden companles, that we
marched from the station to our quarters in
the old Casino and no one cheered nor
lcoked our way except Mr. Hayden during
the entire distance. For the most part
thist has been the treatment silnce. It Is
not because there [z any sentiment agalnwt
the Guards, but it Is Jack of K sentiment
either way. I hope to ses better things.
If not, It will not surprise me to ses all the
companies here disband.”
i
Money Well Spent.

Constantine J. Bmyth says: "Money spent
in the direction of an Armory & well spent.
What they need Is & falr-sizged hall on the
ground floor, New York has provided mag-
nificent armorins Philadelphia . gives 350
per year and the state gives an additionn!
£ toward rent

for each company In the
#tate. There = no reason why Omaha
coulil nat provide as well. We have had
some famous companies here Prize win-

ners in many eantests, and It Is up to ua to

help in thelr last extremity. We haven't
done It before. It is time wa should do it
now, " .

Captain W, K. .Baehr says: o one will
fver know the endless struggle we have had
in &ll the history of the Thurston Rifles to
find and keep quarters. In one plage we
wont Lo the expense of $350 to have a hall
refloored and before we had had wny good
of the improvement the owner or manager
Bt least broke his contract with us and we
wora oul. It has heen so ever since. 1 have
often been on the point of giving the whole
thing up. I have paid out of gy own pocket
53 during the firat slx months of last year,
I threw my account book away and went
on paying."

—p—a
As n Dusineas Proposition
Capiain A, D. Falconer says, *“The
maintaining of a militin company requires
an endless apfount of work. On account
of members laaving the city or engaging
In business that will not permit of mem-
bership, we are constuntly after recrults
It 1s the hardest kifd of work to get men
to join and ask the to pay $1 per month
dues for the privilege of drilling. It would
not be so0 hard £ Other Inducements could

be offered besides Arfll, Ax it ir now, the
average expenses of this company are
about $80 & month; 80 rent, 510 lights, ¥

telephone, §6 janitor service and about §18
& month for miscallaneous, such as Nbrary
supplies, Insurdfce, postage and repairs to
furniture The state of Nebraska allows
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RECREATION IN THE READ-

us $20 a yeir. AS OUT AXpONESS Are over

1,000 the difference must be made up by
the members out of thelr own pockets or
by calling on their friends. 1 don't think

this should bs necessary If a hody of
young men are willing to devote thelr time
and energy to perfect themselves as' sols
diers, those who benefit should provide
them with & home, The Commerginl elub
would, without any trouble, bo able to
ralse funds to bulld a sultuble armory. It
could be done by Inducing the large aor-
porations, such a8 the rallroads, packing-
houses and other large employers of labor
to jolu with the business houses and help.
Business [nteresta should consideéer a ni-
tlonul guard as 20 much insurance, They
pay the police and deputy sherifts for pro-
tection. But If the police and sheriff fadl
they call on the Natlonal Guard. Tt would
not be necessary to bulld a costly~bulld-
Ing or provide any luxuries. All that
would be necessary would be &4 substantial
bullding large enough for a dreill hall for
all and a locker and lounging room for
each company. There sahonld alse be a
shooting gnllery, for a man must Marn
how to shoot to be of any value. All the
citles of the east provide armories for their
militia, Even Council Bluffs, as small na it
is, has provided the finest kind of a home

for ite company. It will be necessary 10
do something toward bullding very soon
or the Omaha companies must go out of

have been ralsed so that
get a place to

existence Rents
it in now Impossible to
gquarier & company,'

These Were Intelligent Elk

We had stopped wt his cabin for the
night, for the ot that we bad been driving
In the rain fur nalf o day wasa't Inducive
to our wantng W camp out.

He wus & gnzzied old teliow, but straight-
backed and trim bullt, with & litUe swunkie
in bls eyée and & big perpetual quid of to-
bacco in bis mouth. Altouugh be was not
st all extravagant with his words, we felt
that he must nuve & guoodly store of remli-
miscences, If we could enly get bhlm Lo open
up.

Bo, after supper, whep we had turned tha
kitchen Into & librury by spredding &
week-0ld paper, which our friend watched
with greeuy eyes, on Lhe table and leaned
our cracker-box chairs against the side
of the cabln we begun pestering him with
fool questlons. But we didne learn any
mote than thut he was a relired prospector,
who had made hils pile and was now Laking
Iife rasy—also taking in any twurisis Lhat
might stray his way. And when bhe told un
that his pile was nothing more nor less
than & plie of elk teeth, we certalnly were
curlous to know how be gould have accu

mulated enough ol teoth L0 have socured
himself a competency.
YWell, I'il tell you, thut's If you'll say

you won't tell anybody else, (er its & porty
rich vein that you all could get a plece of
if you wantod, and [ would not want It
speiled,” he sald.

Of course we all promised sternal sécreoy,
but (o ourselves we began to figure how we
would spend the money If he should let us
in on how he got them,

“You see, me snnd my partner, him that's
dead mow,” ha went on, "was diggin’
around up In the north country, and ufter
A perty long stretch of dull luck we Jde-
cided we'd have o get after something
there was more ready money In, BSo we
went to huntin' and trappin’. We did perly
fine the firnt winter and wad surprised Lo
have pur elk teeth that we had got pan oul
as much us all the rest o' the fixin's, so, as
furs and hides meant a lot of work, we
sorter decided to go for Just the - testh
alone,

“S80 we got some long-range guns and
went after "em, and we got 'em, tod, It
was & pity, but then somebody else woulld
have to get them some time, 80 what's the

Bre And we got them e¢lk so scared of
us that—well, I don't like to ‘tell yeh,
‘cAause you may not believe It, but them

thore elk knew we jumt wanted thelr toeth,
0 whenpever wa got & bunch of ‘em
nered Lhey would run up a tree, jab thaelr
teeth into I, and break them off;
and all we had to dp was fo go along with
& basket and plek out what

And that's how he gol this
tooth, as far un we know,
twinkle still in his eye, ha
villge the secrst to any of us

oor-
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wianted.'

pile of elk
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wauld not 4i-
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Prattle of the Youngsters
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