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constitutional provision against discrimin
ating between ports so long as they are
not controlled by congress, but the moment
they are so controlled the equality between
the ports must be maintained.

Terhaps Mr. Olney is not aware of the
fact that bills establishing a free port at
Uort Pond Bay, K I., were Introduced In

In tho Senate by Senator Chandler
(senate bill No. IWiOl and again by Senator
Fry ln 1S95 and WM (senate bill No. 6U),
and also ln the house by Representative
A. C. McCormick. (house bill No. 3813).

These bills were designed to establish an
international clearing house at Fort Pond
pay, in which goods shipped from one
country to another (not In the United
6tates), could be landed and reshlpped to
foreign countries without the payment of
the customs duties or Inspection by cus-
toms officials.

Recalatlon nothing; Kew.
The Fort Pond Bay free port was de-

signed to also become the terminus of
the shortest steamship line between the

tension and railway betterment than at this United States and England and would have
time. Many of the trunk line, are being given New York an extraordinary advan- -
double-trackc- d and even quadruple-tracke- tage over other ports on the Atlantic sea- -

and thousands of miles of branch lines an board. The project was financed by the
r.ow under construction or contracted for late Austin Corbin. a very able American
to be constructed during the coming r. financier, and It stands to reason that
The railway magnate, either feel confident Mr. Corbin would not bave ventured upon
of their ability to defeat all rate regulation an enterprise that lnvohed aa outlay of
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many millions without consulting eminent
constitutional lawyers.

Mr. Corbin'. accidental death while the
free port bills were pending in congress
frustrated the enterprise, which I fool sure,
will be revived at no distant day by the
capitalists who obtained control of the
Long Island railroad and acquired title to
his Fort Pond Bay interests.

"Transportation," says the Massachu-sette- s

statesman, "Is one branch of com-
merce us buying and selling of products is
another. Both may be regulated by the
national government, but neither carried on
by It."

As a matter of fact railroad, have been
constructed, owned and operated by th.
several state, and the United States gov-rnme-

and this relates not only to
railroads within the United States, but
also without. The United States at present
owns and the I'unama railroad and
proposes to own and operate an inter-ocean- ic

canal. If congress can delegate
the power to operate the Panama railroud
and fix the charges thereon and to con-

struct and operate the Panama cannl und
fix charges thereon to the isthmian
canal commission, it can certainly dele-
gate the rate making power to the Inter-
state Commerce commission.

A much less eminent but more preten-
tious champion of the let-alo- policy, who
has projected himself Into the arena as a
disinterested guide, philosopher and friend.
Is Hugo R. Myer, assistant professor of
political economy of the University of Chi-

cago, who Involuntarily, as It were, invltod
himself before the Interstate commcice
committee cf the senate to enlighten that
body with regard to its duties in the pres-

ent emergency, and has supplemented his
entirely disinterested efforts to stem the
tide of popular sentiment in f;ivor of na-

tional railway .upervlslon and regulation
by a which is being widely circulated
regardless of expense by the literary bu-

reau of the railroads.

One-Sid- ed t'umparleoaa.
Prof. Myer Institute, invidious compari-

sons between the government-owne- d rail-

roads of Germany, Austria and France and
the privately owned railroads of the United
8tat.'S. but he carefully omits comparisons
between the privately owned and government--

regulated railroads of Great Britain.
It is amusing to note, however, that hi.
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expert knowledge of railway management
und railway operation In Germany wa. de-
rived not from personal observation or in-

quiry abroad, but from books and statis-
tic., in other words. Prof. Myer did not
come In contact with the shippers and pro-
ducer, of Germany or the railroad em-
ployes, nor doe. he take Into account the
fact that all th. European railroad., bar-
ring Russia, would be counted as short-ha- ul

line, in the United States, while his
comparison of European short-hau- l ton-
nage rates Is made with the long-ha- ul ton-
nage rates In America, whereas they should
have been compared with the short-ha- ul

rate, of America, which are two and three
time. a. high west of the Mississippi, at
least, as those of Germany. France, Bel-glu-

Swltterland or Austria.
Professor Myer also seemed to be oblivi-

ous of the fact that government owned
railroads ot Europe carry free the nuills
and postal packages, the munition, of war.
.the troops, the army and navy supplies and
civil officers travelling on government busi-
ness, whereas in the United States more
than 4u,000.000 are paid to the railroads
for carrying the mails and 1100,000,000 at
least, paid by the people for express ser-
vice, which In Europe is carried a. part
of the mall service at a nominal price,
and besides this the United States pay.
many millions for the transportation of
troops, army, navy and Indian supplies,
and transportation of federal employe, and
officluls.

Put there are none so blind as those who
will not see and Professor Myer appear, to
be afflicted with the same color-blindne-

that distressingly beclouds the visions of
so many favored shippers, railway lawyers,
subsidized editors and even men ot the
cloth.

Value Not Visible

One of the finest collections of stuffed
birds ln America I. in the Philadelphia
Academy of Natural Science. A certain
millionaire wa. examining the collection ln
the company of the curator.

"Yea." said the curator, "thl. collection
of stuffed birds 1. worth thousand, and
thousands of dollar.."

"I. that so?" said th. millionaire. "Why,
what are they stuffed wlthT" tiw Tork
Tribune. ...


