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TIFLIS. Nov. 4. (Special Cablegram to
The Bee.) The attitude of the foreign oil
producers at Baku during the recent troubles Is variously explained. The oil Industry had for the last two years suffered
considerably from a succession of strike .
which have been due to the incres'
Influence of the revolutionary parties,'- - .
daily of the social democrats among1 .
workmen. The armed labor Is almost altogether In the hands of the Armenians and
Russians, while the unskilled, or "black"
labor. Is performed by Tartars and Persians. The latter, the Mahnmedans. have
taken comparatively little part In the strike,
for they are mentally little developed and
are slower to grasp the meaning of such
movements.
The strikes then have 'been
due to the Russians and Armenians. The
Armenians themselves have 1n some eases
admitted that the most turbulent element
Is their fellow countrymen. In addition to
the losses produced by the strikes, the
foreign oil producers have to encounter the
commercial rivalry of the Armenians. The
latter form the most compact group on
the Melds and although they command only
about 35 per cent of the total production,
they have succeeded In securing a predominating Influence, in the Soviet Klesa.
As owners their Interests are Identical with
thA foreigners, but as Armenians they
hold together against the foreigners. Thus
the Armenians are not only a commercial
rival, but a turbulent element among the
workmen.
At a time liko the present,
when Armenian property haa suffered
enormously and the lives of Armenian
workmen have been sacrificed In large numbers national feeling naturally obliterates
the antagonism between masters and men
and the Armenians form a single group.
As It. happened, the determination of the
socialist revolutionaries coincided with the
Interests of the Armenian oil producers,
who were unable to begin work owing to
the hostility of the Tartars, and were
to see their rivals
therefore not
in the same position. It Is, moreover, quite
possible that the Armenian element among
the socialist revolutionaries may have been
mainly Instrumentnl In Inducing the group
to forbid work, and they cannot have been
unconscious of the fact that such a prohibition would not be unwelcome to their
fellow countrymen.
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Representatives of Powers at Constantinople Will Not Dlscnss the
Macedonian Situation.
CONSTANTINOPLE, Nov.
Cablegram to the Bee.) TheTurkscontlhu
to show themselves recalcitrant regarding
the demands of the powers, but a more
optimisltic feeling Is beginning to prevail
again after the pessimism of th- - iast week.
It Is believed that within the next few dayi
the Iorte will begin to make concessions
which will be equivalent to acceptance In
principle and that the further negotiations
will be concerned ohlefly with matters of
detail. It Is, however,' possible that the
wish may be father to the thought, for
there can be no doubt that the power
would And themselves In grave difficulties
If the sultan were to persist In his present
sttltud. The reluctance of the different
smhnssadors to take upon themselves the
task of coercing the Turkish . government
Is admirably Illustrated by what took place
at the fielamllk recently. It was originally
proposed that the ambassadors should go
In a body to the sultan and urge him to
give way, hut the suggestion was dropped.
It was then thought that the Austrian ambassador, as the doyen, would be the fitting
person to make the representations, but to
this Baron Callce not unnaturally demurred.
It was finally left open to any ambassador
who wished to expostulate with his majesty on his own account. The result was
that, although three ambassadors the Austrian, the German end the Itsllan had Interviews with the sultan the demand for
was not so much as menfinancial control
'
tioned.
.
A confidential secretary of the sultan paid
a visit of two hours to Baron Marschall
von Blebersteln to Sfk his advice as to the
course to be followed. The ambassador
strongly urged that the demands of the
powers should be conceded. This visit Is
considered as a hopeful sign, especially as
It follows upon rain attempts made by
Tewflk
Pasha to detach the European
powers from the concert. This optimism,
however, Is by no means universal snd
many competent observers hold that the
unanimity of the powers will need to be
demonstrated more energetically before
even the principle of financial control Is ac-
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