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How Corea Will Be Modernize

(Copyright, 195 by Frank G. Carpenter)
ABHINGTON, D, C., 19 —(Spe-
olkl Correspondencs of The Wee )
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~The second article of the R
Man-Japanese (reaty oracilcally
Eives Corena 1o Jipan 14 Wi ipu
Inten that Fussin myst keep ite annds off

and that the mikado will do as he plenwon
without 1ot or hindrance The king of
Corea in already under the thumb of the
Juponamm emperor, and thi= trenty

=uanes
the Japamisation of the hermit kingdom
Japanighlion mesns westernization, or an
wo call 1, civilleation
Tho modern movement las alréady b
oan The Japaness have beon Buliding
rallroads during the waor They have
completed the line from Fusan, the port m

the Jower end of

the peninsuli just weromss
the stralt from Japou, to Beoul, and have
extended this Jine on nortli to the Yalu

river ut Wujl. Within a short thne & bridge
will be put acroms the Yalu, and il lin:
extended on to Muliden to conneot with the

new Japanoss rallroads which huve been

tranaferred o them by the Russiane, When
the Mukden-Yalu line Is bullt thore will be
& ocontinuous rmallrond trmek (rom 8L
Peteraburg to Fusan, snd ope cn go by
land from Paris to Fusan and, with only
a few houts’ steamship voyage, on 1o
Joapan
R —
Corea's tireat Trumk Line,
The rallroad fromi Fusan to the Yalu will

be the greal trunk line of vl
tap the Iargest citles ahd will opon up the
whole of the westorn and southern paris of
the Island. 1 undérsiand that the Japa-
noese have bonght large tracts of land here
and there nlong it, and that they will es-
tsblish eolonles. There are already thou-
sands of Japanese in Fusan and HSeoul and
from now on the ships will be full of lmmi-
grants

Thin radlroad
N miles long

Corea., it

will altogether be about
The Beoul-Fusan end I
of the standard American gauge It Is
largely equipped with American ralls and

the bridge work Is American. It has Amer.

lcan locomotives and other Ameriean roll-
Ing stock.

The line from BSeoul to the Yalu was
Etarted as a private enterprise, Lut the

Jupaness government took gharge of it
during the war and completad It in a slov-
enly military way. The result Is that the
ralls wre too lght for a trunk line and
the bridges ure wooden., The track will
have to be relald and It will take some
thme o put It In commercial working
order,

._._.ﬁ,__._.
Corea’'s Plrst Rallroad.

The first raliroad in Corea was bullt by
Amerleans. It runs from the port of Che-
mulpo on the west coast twenty-six miles
Inland to 8Beoul, the capital. The conces-
slon for this was seoured in the latter part
of the nineties by Jamoes R. Moree, and Lhe
romd was buiit by Colbran and Bostwics.
Ameriean materlals and Amerlcan rolling
stock were used. Ap soon as the rond was
completed It was sold to the Japunese, and
It is now & part of the Seoul-Fusan system,
I understand that a road will be bullt fram
Beoul to Gensan, on the opposite side of (he
peninsula, but whether this will be done by
the Baoul-Fusan company I do not know,

I have traveled considerably In Corea
and know something of Its old means of
transportation. When [ first visited the
eountry, sixteen Years ago, there wam no
way of getting from Pusan to Seoul ex-
copt B¥ ponles or by porters, and it would
have taken two or three weeks to have
made the trip. It can now be made in less
than & day. I then landed at Fusan and
suiled around to Chemulpo. It took a whole
day to go from Chemalpo to Heoul, a dis-
tunce of twenty-alx miles, and it {8 my re-
mombrance tha the cost was $3%6. I had
my wile with me and we were carried over
the mountains in chalrs with elight men to
each chalr, or sixteen In all. The trip'can
now ba made at low cost, In a little more
than an hour, and that in comfortable cars,

My next trip to Chemulpo was just be-
fore the Chinese-Japanese war, when Lhe
peninsula was torn by rebellion. I then
went to Beoul up the Han river in & little
Jupunese steam lounch, and was oarrled
trom the river to the ¢ity In & chalr. Leav-
Ing Beoul I made my way over the moun-
telng of Coroa to the port of Gonsan, on
the east coast, along about the same route
that a rallroad will have to take in cross.
ing the peninsula. The dJdistance Is 173
miles, and it cost me between one and two
hundred thousand cash, or, In American
money, about $100. 1 had to equip a pack
traln and carry & gulde, o ovok aAnd food
and bedding. It took about & week to go
from one place to the other. With the new
raliroad the trip will be made In less than
A day,

" J—
New Money Systewm.
One of tha Arst things the Japanecss will
do will be to reorganize the money wand
banking system of Corea. 7The financial

-

aystept of Japun will be adopted A gporve
ernment bunk will probabily bhe setabliahod
1l Beon), and the éurrencs placed on & g 14
irARlS
At present the Corenn money Iz of all
Kinds Thare i ")l ye doullars, nleke's,
copper colne and copper cash. Many of the
ckels were made hy the Carean govern-
ment but othera have besn Ml 1.!"11--'.'.1!\&
privats port umder permits rom Lhe
government: =o that o Lanot Il where
the tolne come from Ceunterfelting I8 coms-
fnon. und there are altogethet glout (w¥n-
ty-six diforent varietiea of nickels o cire
\intlon, eachh supposed to be worth %%
centn, and most af them had Ad i result
the peapte wre afenld of these colne and tha
timiee Y been when it would take 10
nickels to equal the value of an American
daollur Th fiver coluye are the Japunese
o, the half-dollars, or half-yen, and the
I and M-men plecer
Copper cash 2 stil) In use in out of the

wiy plices. Tt takes 100 or 2000 of thess
g equa) n dallie of sur n v, Lhe values
rinine. and falling Durltig my «“«tay In the
ountyy all account= far swmall things had te
e pald In these cash When | went ont
shopping T took a servant with me to carry
my money, knd on mv teips through the ine
terlor we had 8 porter who was loaded
down with such wstuf¥ Indesd, £59 worth
of casli in a good-siged burden for a mul

onell cash bas & hole In 1L In order that it

mny be strung with s Tellgws .1-‘\31 =tringe
frr snse In counting and enrryins
—
Paper Money and Banking,

There s pow conelderuble Japaness pioper
money In elrculation In Coran.  The
of the chlef Japanese banks are warth par
and about L000 M3 paper ven are scattersd
They nre gaperally used

nflew

aver the eountrs

BEOUL'E
ARE BEING PUT IN BY AMEHRICANS.

oLD

Ganwan when 1 reached there after my trip
across the mountains from Seoul In 184, 1

WATER WORKEB-NEW WATER WORKE

v

THE OMAHA

Coren will probably be under the munnge-
ment of the Japanese. Indeed, | hellave it

NATIVE CORBAN VTREIGHT TRAIN
BE BUPPLANTED BY JAPANISE

WHICH WILL
RAILROALS

In Chinese, Japanose or
by the Morse

Coresan. They are
There are now

sont coun

. ]

will probably e bhagtin At once As 1t I
now, the Japanese do most of 0 sTying
tradd The Bhosen Kualsha has reqguend
Meaniere between Corda and Japnd 1
the Nippoen Yusen Kaliha his a regulng
service betwern Chita, Jupat and o)
There In an American in Corea who owne a
fine [ittle vessel wirich sallan from Kobe and
Oaaka | Japan 1o the wvarion PoTrie ol
Cotei. His shipy fles the Ameridan tag. 1t
Is called the Ohle, and 18 poted Tor (s e
collont passenger aceom nroeda Lo Tha
American Gold Mining company has il
mome small ships st Chenampa which sall
under the American flag The Hamburg-
American line rune CGerman stonmers e
tween Chemulpo and Bhanghnl

Now that the war Is over Japanesoe junk
may b pul on the Yatn riveyr, This stream

U mllos mE amd it ean e

ns Tar

= about AV
Kated by ns Shinkulhuo,
although steamer's now stop al Antung

natlve cenrt

Japan Will Gobhle the Trade,

Japan has alread;

the bulk of the Corean
timde, and mnder the new reglme It will
have morg thanp ever, Coréea's foreign com

merce amounts to about S0 & Yoo

It is steadily Incressing and will probabiy
diuble and wriple within n decadse or so
Much of the goods that we send 1o Corea

goes through Japaness hands and is classed
15 Japanesoe We sepnd a great deal of
cotton gomds and we supply moest of the conl
oll, The Buindard O] company hks storage
warehouses at Chemulpo and Fusan, and it
ship two or three million gallone of oll to
them svary yesar, Our chief compotitors. in
thi® line are the Russians, but thelr ofl
congeals in the winter, and, although they
uwndersell us, we do the most busincss. Our
cottons wre popular in They are
stronger and heavier than the goods mude

Cared

by the forsigners and are the chief cur- was out of money and asked,them to cash = practically so now. During the war the telephiones from Seoul to Chemulpo and a : ; A .

rency for Inrge transections |.| dr Ifl.l.‘.“ my letter of erodit They re- telegraph svatem has l»--.n :’npj,.l.ﬂ_c pustied telephone system will probably be extended llﬁ- the J:lp-nnl-?\ﬂ |nr n:lrinl!g_ u:-..d‘ alt I."u‘
panking in Corea is practically confined to T umed I'he result .ww that I hnd to walt and 1].:‘"# are pow more '.:-.'u‘ 2,000 miles of 1o all the large clties more conlly, are |_; umunl,‘ .l-;lr....-..1 |-.I\.. ry
the Japanese The lebl-tiinko or Fiest untll I 1'."‘-"-“'! Vindivostok, Biberia, the line. There ars cables from Fusan to Jupan - - |na||1. woman '.md chih i-f oren “-1.'|ri:
Bank of Japan has an establishment In Jupanese Steamshlp company kindly trust- and all the open ports and mines are In Japanese Shipping, votton, The men have long gow h_lt. IIHIII ATl

Beou! and branchex At all the troaty ports ing me for my pussage from Gensan to thit l'l'.]"llitt‘fhlv' communication with S8eoul The The Japaness expedi to Improve the ship. Smount of ““"'""‘r[“". '.“":"l In l’"'-ll"f‘.? per-

and »o has ths Nippon Kinko or the Bank port, . II:H-_-I\-nI.‘l‘n:.mnu ”II!}-I‘-.)IIHFI'I with the difs ping facilities. The shores of the peninsuli haps than that of uny other country.

of Japan. ‘The First bank hax had (s % - R ferent Chiness i'-‘_“‘lf'f-ll’?l -".‘:"I"ml-_ s LAt are dangerous, there being many sunken P

branches on the peninsula for more than New Telegraphs and Telephones. one gan send !Iil‘!nsa.ﬁf"s to Corea from AnY rocky it i# planned to bulld a string of Amerieann In Corea,

tan yeurs. 1 romember there wus one at The postal and telograph systema of part of the world, Telegrams ure received |ighihousea about the coast, and this work We ought to have a monopoly of most

>

Some Recent Events in the

Competition In Telephones.

OUR separate and  well-linanced
telephone companies are knocking
for ndmission on the door of
Greater New YOrk and are prom-
Ising sweeping reforms and re-

ductlons as conditions of thelr frenchises

The New York Telephons Company now
holds & monopoly of the business and col-
lects wop-notch tolls, The companles wish-
ing to compets are the Atlantic Telephone,
the Btar Telephons, the Commonweilth
Telephone and the Manhattan and Bronx
Telephone and Teleautograph. The At-
lanttc is the most feared by the monopoly,
an it Is aMlinted with the syndicate headed
by W. D). Powers of Loulsville, which hns
been bullling Independent telephone lines in
many of the best paying territories of the
country.

The Commonwealth company nlso has
been bullding many new lines in New Jer-
sey, Delaware, Maryland and Pennsyl-
vania.

It is belleved that there {8 a link he-
tween these Independent companies and
thelr applications are a part of & copcerted
fight on the Bell company in Greater New
York, the best paying telephone territory
in the world. All the Indepenflent com-
panles promise a s-cents-a-call rate In the
canfines of any borough, as against the
10-cent rute of the New York Telephons
Comnpany. Thoy alse promlse a 10-cent call
rale between boroughs, wherens the present
rates range from 156 to 25 cents

—_—
Electrieity in the Household,

Everybody knows more or loas anbout elec-
tricity as applied to the big public utili-
ties, but nequaintance with the many uses
of the "fluld" to make domestic living
more comfortable 15 still confined lurgely
to the Individual users. How many persons
know, for example, that & man may go on
A journey with a stove In his wunk? Buch
Is the fact, however, and the stove, lo-
gether with a cup that will held three and
& half plnts of water, may be packed awuy
In something less than the space needed
for a palr of shoes. The little stove looks
like o plain iron disk, but inslde of It are
the wires that generate heat whenover it
is vonnected with an electric light fixture.
And this heat is without flame, and, there-
fore, much safer than an aleohol burner.
It provides him with hot water for shaving,
bathing or drinking—if he happeps to be
one of the good-siged army of men who
find that good digestion walts on & regu-

—_—
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lar glass of hot water—or, maybe, for a
Hetle laundry work necessitated by the
exigoncies of traval. 30 he llkes o keep his
clothes pressed hils trunk may slso contaln
an electric presaing tron which hitches to
a convenlent elecirict light fixture.

Women travelers nowndays often ocarry
these convenlent Irond, and thelr remarka-
ble mafoty 18 illustrated by a bit of care-
legsness that recently occurred in & New
York hotel, and might, under any other
form of heating, have hud the moat sarious
consequences. A woman who had been
using an electric fron left It standing on
the floor and departed on a shopping ex-
pedition without turning off the current.
The Irpn remained hot; butl without set-
ting the houss on fire It slowly burned Iis
wiy through the wood and wus discovered
when It wus just about to continue to burn
fts way through the plastered celling un-
dernenth. It had setted slowly, lHtorally
enting up the Nooring and lesving & hole
the exact size of the lron.

In the “electrical household" ehafing dish
parties, are, of course, conducted with elec-
tric chafing dishes, the heat belng not dnly
more regular, but much safer than thet
supplied by the familine nleohol burner, But
In many households where electricity has
not displaced either the coal or gus stove

the electric oven has become extremaly pop-
ular, The advantage of the slectric oven s
thut It heats up quickly and maintuins a
perfectly uniform heat. Or in this same
partly electrified housohold omne may fnd
thut an olectrfe llghter, with a wmall port-
nble battery, ls belng used to light the gas
or that & small elecirical searchllght is tak-
ing the place of any other form of Mumina-

tion when, the mistreas of the house wishos
to find something way back In the pantry
or linen closel. Clocks also are now made

to keap timo by electricity and the smallest
member of the family may lkewise thank
Benjamine Franklin for discovering w sub-
stanges that warms the milk bottle almost
quidker than one can gel Lhiraty, lo say
nothing of providing a remarkably neat
knd comfortable substitute for the old-
fashioned hot wuter bag.

Nature of Elcotricity.

Dealing with the sclence problemus of the
twentleth oentury in the Popular Beience
Monthly Prof. A, E. Dolbear says goncerd-
ing / the " allcambraeing mystery of eloctri-
ety

“Here on the threahold of the new cen-
tury we are confronted with the question,
‘What is clectricliy? and the answer im-
plied by the guestion seems to demand. n

Field of Electricity

something which could be described by one
who knew enough, as one would desoribe
some new minernl or gas or thing. 8ome
eminent sclentific men are befogged by the
question, say It Is some ultimate unknow-
abla Lthing and hopelexa as an inguiry. If
It be o msomething It must be described by
its constant properties as other things are,
If 1t e unlike pverything clee then It cans

not be described by terms that apply to
anything els All _muatérial things have
some common properties. A glowlng coal

I# an incandescont solid, & fame I8 an In-
candescent gas, but neither glow nor flume
exists apart from Lhe matter that ex-
hibite the phenomenn. Hoth are conditions
of particulnr kinds of matter. It selectric
phenomena are different from gravitative
or thermal or luminous phenomena It does
not follow that electricity ls miraculous or
that it is n subsiance. Wa know pretty
thoroughly what to expect from It for IL ia
as quantitatively reiated to mechanical
and thermal’ and luminous phenomena as
they are to each other, so If they are con-
ditfons of matter the presumption would
be' strongly in favoer of electricity’s being
a condition or property of matter, and the
questlon, "What s electricity? would then
be answered In a wiy by saying so, but

Officers of the Railway Mail Associaiion

N THE fNfreenth annual convention
of the Sixth Division Rallway
Mall sssocliation held recently in
Lincoln an Omaha man, G. H.
Worley, was honored by election

to the presidency and C, B. Long of Coun-

cil Bluffs wus chosen secretury-treasurer.

My, Worloy is a clerk in the railway mail

#service and runs in the Omaha and Ogden

rallway postofice over the TUnion Pasllle

between Omaha and Cheyenne. Mr. Long
is a clork In the pame service and runs In
the Chicago and Council Bluffs rallway
postoffice over the Burlington route be-
tweent Chicago and Council Bluffs.

The milway mall service is divided Into

eleven divisions and this, the Sixth divi-
sion, (8 composed of the stutes of Illinols,
Iowu, Nebraskn, Wyoming and the Black
Hilla district of South Dakota. In this di-
vislon there are 1,7 clerks, traveling over
25,000 miles of rallroad, which extends from
Chicago on the sast to Ogden on the west
and from Kansas City on the douth to Bil-
lings, Mont.,, on the north. The Rallway
Mail assoclation, llks the rallway mall
service, has eloven divisibn organizations,
which, taken togethey, form the niatlopal
assoclation. The Bixth Divisglon sssoclation
has over 1,60 members, who pay into the
national organization annually, through
Treasurer Long, the sum of” $21,780. This

large pauyment Is required because the ms-
sociation furnishes Its members with ac-
cldent Insursnce, Indemnifying both oy ae-
cldental Injury and sceldental death

Mr. Worley v alsp & membear of the ex-
ecutive committee of the national body and
went recently to Clnelnnatl to attend the
fourteenth annual conveniion He was
accompanied by the following named dela-

gulen, who represented the Bixth division
In the convention: Messra. W. H. Riddell,
Dokulb, ML: R E Erwin, Omaha; G. H.

Porry, Cedar Raplds, la.; J. G. iper, Bur-
lington, la.; T. L. Bensemun, Chicage, and
D. K. Walker, Kankunkee, 111,

New Method of TeaChing Music Beginners

OW beat to impart the rudimentary
instruction In music bas pussled
those who follow the study for
many years. The old-fashioned
methods were laborious and tedl-

oys wnd lacked In the essentinl element,
thut they did not early impress the child-
leh mind with the importance of the funda-
metitals, One npatural affect of this was
that the drudgery destroyed the Interest,
and much was jost to the cause of music
becaussa the beginner was turned away
from its beauties by the diMoulty of the
approach. It hus been the effort of the best
thinkers to deviss some means whereby
this ¢ould be avolded and a solld founda-
tion Par o musical understanding: be lald
without the tiresome routine thag so olten
Kuve the child an averslon rather than o
love for the beautiful art. As relates to
thi plano wuch i not sil of this diMculty

CHILDREN LEARNING MUSIC

is now evaded by a course which gives the
pupil & thorough preliminary training with-
out the drudgery at the keyboard and sends
him to the Instrument fitted to enjoy aond
appreciate it beauties almost ut once, It
Is not clalmed that the new system fits the
pupil to perform any of the greafer com-
positions at first; that must be learned, na
alwavs, by long practioe, bug the new plan
does maks It easler for hll'rl\{.p l&arn

st
The plane I8 approached by oany
gradations. Before the students go to the

plano to practice they are taught to read
all over the grand staff and the added linas,
and are able to calculats note wvalues,
nigh &8 the 1-128th notes, The hunds
shaped, the wristsa made loose, and
proper action is given to the fingors

memory and the car are thoroughly

we
are
the
The

and

systemationlly trained; a great "deul of
aystematie inatruction about music itself s
given, the elements of harmony are taught,
even to the youngest, and the whole coufse
to the higher runks of preformers is made
a8 gmooth us possible, About twenty weeks
i# the course prescribed for the beginners
before they are called on 10 Ao any practive
at the instrument, though ut the end of that
time they play all the major and minom
chorda and cadences, play simpla
exercises and transpose into  any key
Even though they can not play & Mozart
ponata, they hoave a better start In music
than the average grown-up, and can undar-
und appreciate yousi coukl
years of study

uonles

as thoy
the Instriment
teaching this method
opened at the Chambers' acadena
and In attracting much AMOng
teachors and students

wtand
ot Iin
A school

“wl
tor han
heen
attention

BY NEW METHOD,

such an anpswer would not be the answer
apparently expected to the question. To
suy It was a property of matter would
be not much more intelligible than to say
the same of gravitation. At-best it would
add unother property to the list of prop-
ertiea we already credit It with, as elas-
tieity, altraction and so on. In any case
the noture of slectriclty remains to be
discovered and stated In tevms common to
other forma of phenomens, and It s to be
hoped that long before this new century
shall have been completed mankind will ba
able to form as adequute an Jden of elec-
tricity as it now hns of heat.” Prof. Dol
bear Intimates In his article the belief that
the fleld of investigntion and research re-
mains as large and frultful as It bus ever
boen. '

Frelght-Carrying Trolley Lines

Two Interurpan ' electric pallroad comn-
paniea have been organizged In California
for the purpose of handling frelght as wall
as passengers. The San Francisco Chrons
fcle says the projected lines “will pene-
trate productive districts which cannot be
reached Ly steam rallroads, owing to the
excessive gradients and other engineering
diMculties to be overcome. Buch interurs
ban elpctric rallways as are now In operns
tion as feeders to steam railronds are 80
far devoted only to passenger carrying.
Thelr franchises quallfy them, however,
to carry frelght also, and, In time, they
will doubtless exercise thg privilege. Indeed
the Pacife Interurban electric system, op-
erated in Los Angeles county, has blossomed
out as a frelght carrier. The innovation
has provoked & lawsult to permanently sn-
Join 1t from carrying freight through the
oity of Loa Angeles, but this litigation will
no doubt end in establishing lts right to
do so without let or hindrance. The elsctrie
raflways In this city and in the trapnsbay
clitiea are exercising the right of frelght
carrying in & modified degres by hauling

over thelr tracks the fuel consumed In
thelr respoctive power-houses, and It is
only & questiom of time, probably, when

they will assume the charncter of eommon
carriers of frelght at such pordods of
the day when it will not Interfere with the
passenger traffic. As the business of
freight carrying on sultable elsctric cars
can be conducted &8s inoffensively &8 pas-
senger carrying, there can be no ressconable
objection raised agninst Lhe practice, If it
should be put In operation.' -

-
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by Its New Japanese Masters

thines In the hermmnit kingdom \mertcans
have dune more for It than the peopla of
any oither navlon 1t was our naval vels
solp whieh first anplocked it ddors O Lhe
wirthl, amd our utlssionaries  go it ths
firat tante of woestern oy Atlon und of Lhe
Chrietinn rellgton. Our traders wWors among
Lhie Arat Imporie and our capltallsts bullt
the frwt  rallvand Americane noOwW  own
maost of 1) vaduabile gold mines and &re
doveloplog thet e elsctrie mallway of
Beotil belivigs Lo Americans, and lis sleciSe

Amerioan Institulion.
with the Seoul water works
the nationn! bank, the ohars

eht company s AN
It Is the =A

and also with

ter of which was given to an Ameurican.,
Thers 1 nom 6 Americans In Corel.
Of these 10 live in Beoul. sixty-flve are
working In the gold mines at "nsan, thirtys-
faur Hve In Pingvyang and tén are nawecie
ated with the ra‘lroads Five Americans
are In the service of the Corean governs=
ment amnd the eonfidential forelgn adviser

of the kKing an the purl of the Japanose |8

niso an American. The man who has done
more than any other for western civiliza-
tion In Corea, more to render the Hfw of
foreigners wife there armd more to advanos
the Intetreste of the United Stoter Is Dr,
Flormee N, Allen, cur former minister o
Beoul, who has, J tegret to say, recently
piven up hie work thers and returned to

tha Unlted States
i

We Own the Gold Mines,

The bext of the gold mines of Corea are
owned by Americans. The concession faf
them was gotten by Mr., Jamea R. Morse

some years sgo and transforred by him to
Mr. Lelgh Hunt, formerly of Beattla, who
aorganiged & company for thely develap-
ment. This company & now known as the
Orlental Consolldated Mining company and
It hns been ona of the profitable gold prop-
oertles of the world, Tia conoession eme
braces a district fust about half as large
as the state of Ahode Isiand, In the mouns
taine of northweastern Corea. Gold 18 snoat-
throughout this district and themm ia
more than MO0 worth of ore In
wight, The company 18 taking about §.500.«
X0 annually out of its mines, producing
this from something like 300,000 tons of ore.
It hae the busiest institution In Corea, and
that which Is most up-to-date In all {ia
workings It uren the best of modern ma-
chinery and Is now operating fve mills,
with 200 stamps, It employs altogether
about seventy white men and several thou-
sand Asiatics. The Corean miners ara
sild to be entirsly satinfactory. Thay work
for 20 or 30 cents & day and are easily man-
aged.

In this vicinity the Britlsh and Germans
have mining concesslonn and the natives
have Dbeen mining thers for many years.
In 18 1 saw specimens of gold that camns
from morthern Corea, They wore carried
nbout in quills and used ans money in mak-
Ing purchuses with the merchants. The
king then had & monapoly of the gold
minen, and he had a great deal of gold In
nuggets and dust In Kis paisce. He pald
some of his bills for Torelgn purchases In
this way, the gold belng sent to the Japa-
nese mints for assay and wvaluation and
the proper amount then credited on the
bills

tered
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Seoul's New Water Works.

I doubt not there are good copper mines
Iin Corea. Excellent brassware is sold all
over the ecountry and copper ls known to
exist. Under the :anmnom the country wili
b thoroughly prospected.

Americans are doing much to moderniza
Seoul. The city has about 300,000 peaple,
who live Inside walls forly or fifty feet
high. Most of the houses are thatehed
huts, There are a few wide streets, but
they are narrow and winding. The water
until now bas come from wells sunken here
and there In the midst of the city, and one
of the chief businesses has been that of
the water carrier, who trots about from
house to house with two buckets fastensd
to a pole on his back. The sewage flowa
through the streets in dmins or open
ditches and everything ls unsanitary to an
extreme. 5

An American company has recently mse-
cured a franchise to Institute an up-to date
system of water works. It will bring tha
water from the Han river, which pusses
within three milen of Scoul, taking It from
about five miles pbove the city. The water
ls te be filtared, und it will be pumped
through the city by two high-duty triple
expansion pumping engines, each with =&
capacity of 500,000 gallons per day. The
system will require fifty-four miles of cast-
fron plpe of from four to twenty<four
inches in diameter and s large amount of
other pipe. All the equipment will be Ameri-
oun.  This compuny has a capital of 1,004 -
000,

The American-Corean Bleciriec company
hus also a capital of §1,000,000, It has the
oxclusive franchise for electric rallways,
telephones, light and power In HBeoul. 1t
has now eleven miles of street cur tracks
and twenty-filve cars, and it ls largely in-
ercaning its mileage, The light plant I8 In
operation, furniahing more than 5000 alses
tric lghts, FRANK G. CARPENTER.
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