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Congo Free State’s First Twenty Years’ Progress Toward C

NATIVE ' POLICEMAN, SONGO FRER STATR

AY € 1006, marks the twentleth an-
niversary of the independence of
the Congo Free State under the
rule of King Leopald 1T of the
Belginnn,

When future writers compile an impar-

tial history of our times, posterity will
discovar to the credit of the Belgian na-
tion the eclviligation nnd development of

ons of the most resourceful of African do-
minions, Though Belgium has an area
of 11,373 square miles, which Is less than
one-fourth the nige of the state of New
York, and a population of £.50,00 poopls.
it has accomplished within twenty years
& task worthy of any of the first-rlass
powars, opening up to the world a vast
territory. covering an area of WO,000 wqunre
miles with a native and white population
of about 30,000,000,

The philanthrople and  humanitarian
movement In favor of the civillzation of
the vallays of the upper and lower Congn
was conceived by Kink Laopold IT as early
an feptamber, 1874, when an International
conference of sclentists and sxplorers met
at the royal palace at Brumsels. Bafore
this assembly King Leopold made the
following remark:

"To open the only portion of our globs
whers alvilization has not yet penetrated,
to plerce the darkness which envelops
whole countriea of peopls, & & crusmade
worthy this ceantury of progresa 1 have
led mymalf to belleve that you would find
1t possible to discuss and arrangs between
yourselves the ways and means of plant-
Ing the standard of clvillzsation upon Af-
rlean msoll.™

Leopoald’s Views on Slavery,

The outcoms of this International ansem-
bly was the formation of a Belglan na-
tional committes for the carrying out of
the king's projects and before this com-
mittea he sald:

“Blavery, which still exista to an enor-
mous extent on the African continent, s
A stigma which all tha friends of humanity
should deslre to ses wiped out of axistence.
The horror of this state of things, the
thousands of victims which the slave trade
caumes to b massuersd each year, the aven
greater numbers of perfectly Innoesnt be-
Ings who are brutally reduced to perpetual
hard Inbor, have awakenod the sympathles
of all thoes who have studied this deplora-
ble state of things, and they have agreed
to unite fn thelr efforts to organize an in-
ternational association that will prt an ond
to a trafMc which causes the clvilized world
of the present day to blush with shame,
and to tear away the vell that now hangs
over central Africa™
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Inapired by Stanley's Discavery.

As & result of these preliminary Inbors
the International African associntion
sprang Into existence, having for lts ohject
the establishmont of a line of ptations from
the sast coast to the center of Africa. Four
different axpoditions were sent out and es-
tablished several stations, the most impor-
tant belng Karema and M'Pnla, on Lake
Tanganylka. In 1876, when the first, of thesa
expeditione was preparing to leave Hrus-
scls, Henry M. Btanley, who had left Zanzl-
bar enroute to the heart of the continent
two years before, appeared unexpectedly
on the Atlantic coast. thus demonstrating
to the world the existence of the great
Congo fiver, which, owing to its naviga-
Hility, opened up a natural highway in the
centar of Africa through a vast well popu-
lated country, very rich In mineral and
vegetable producta.

This event struck the keynote and In-

spired by the remarkable dlsoovery, King

Leopald, in November, 1878, founded the
committes for the exploration of the Upper
Congo, composed of Belgian, Dutch, Eng-
lish and French capitalista. This commit-
tee had practically the same misslon on
the west coast as that of the International
African assoclation on the east, and waws
commissioned to explore the entlre valley
of the Congo. to ncquire as much knowl-
sdge ns poasible of the resources of the
country, to study the customa of the peo-
ple and bepin trande by saxchanging BEuro-
pean manufactures for the natural prod-
ucts, The managemant of this mission was
given to Henry M. Btanley, who returned
to Africa at ita head early In 1578 Thanks
te the greal experience and unlimited en-
ergy of Stanley, the wvalley of the Congo
wan explored as far as Stanley Falls and
thirty stations with regular connection to
the coast wore established.

New Government Formed,

This undertaking soon became (oo vast
for such & committes to handle and It was
dectded to hand the management over to
an administration which should be stronger,
mors independent and worthy of recogn!
tinn by the great powers. This gave birth
to what was known us the International
Assoolation of the Congo, which body, at
the ond of 1888 had made nearly LOW
treation with the chiefs of native tribes,
who valuntarily ceded to the International
associntion thelr sovereign rights over their
territories The United States of America,
the government of which had followed the
progross of the development of the Congo

valley, was the first power to recoghnise
the International Assoclation of the Congo
ns u friendly mation, apnd Germany, a [ew
yeurs later, dld the same

In Nogvember, 1884, a cosference of the
prwers was held in Berlin and traced the
linite of the walley of the Congo, deter-

mined jts form of governmeni, gave It po-
litical peuteality, lald out the rules for
the protection of natives, prohibited slave
trade and declared free the navigation of
the Congo river, its affluents and the lakes
vonnected with it. In the meantime the
groster part of the nations officially recog-
nized the new siate

On May 6 188 the local government was
organised. it neutralty ofclally deciared
and the natlons unanimously proclaimed
Leopold T1 as soveredgn, thus givicg him
due credit as the creator of the new coun-
try

The state covers an ares of 0080 square
miles, or pnearly four times that of France:
Lilog cn the eguator, It extends Gwe Jdegrees

N

from the equator at Iis most northery ex.
tromitly and fourteen doyrees soutl) The
river Congo 18, of course, the most valuable
fenture of the new country;
from Its mouth to Btanley Falls, n disiance
af M9 miles, with the oxceplion of the
riuplds and falls from Yelaln to Leopoldville
on 8 J Pool, a dintance of 2
The connectlon of the navigablie portions
wis, of course, absolutely ecasontinl to the
future prosperity of the stote nnd in rogard
to this Btanley Is known to have sald to
the king of the Belgians, “If & railroad is
not bullt here, all the Congo Free Buite
will not be worth a fartliing.” This the
Belgiana fully realized and In July, 1868, ihe

it s navigable

miies

railway from Muatadl to Stanley Pool wus
inkugurated in (s full length (about %0
miles). The opening of this rallwiy Has

brought the resources of the Congo Free
Siate in direct communicition with the
marketa of the world and has fully justi-
fed Stanley's prediction, for without the

rallway, successful trade wus practieally
hopeless. In fact, prior to the Antwerp
Internationnl exposaition of 184, public

opinion had bagun to lose confladence In thh
ultimats success of King Leopold's vast
project. At thia exposition, huwiever, Lthere
WAS A most oompivte Congo department,
which opened the eyes of Europe to thae
weanlth of resources In this enormous, fer-
tile territory and it was then recognized
that the Congo Fres State was a new Neld
for enteprise and apeculation.
PR N—
Products of the Country,

The first and most Important of all its
products are, of courss, Ivory and mibber,
of which experta say thera Is a sufficlent
store with whilh to supply the markets of
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GATHERING OF NATIVE CHIEFS AT COQUILHATVILLE, CONGO FREH STATE

the world for a length of time that nesd
not cuuss anxlety to present goenerations,
Hesides this the country produces nearly
all the mtaple, troplonl products In a wild
During the last twanly years tha
Belgiang in the Congo have directed thele
efforts with conslderabla Buccess toward
the ocultivation of native ootton, mugnr
cane, tobacen, coffes and cocon, Amorican
catton within the last three yaars has besn

itate

the

planted and the result of Lthis experiment—
which pronmises well—is awnlted with great
interest, The furniture industry has been
greatly enhanced by the discovery of most
valuable apecleg of ornamental woods
which vie in besuty and durability with the
woods already known In the cabinet mak-
ars' art. Copper and lron have been found
in rlch deposits and thére are slgns of gold
In the Xatungs, discoverod after years of
arduous prospecting.

Blncn the opening of the mllway In 180§
the Impostance of the Congo market at
Antwerp has been steadily increasing. for
It must be remembered that all the com-
merclal enterprises In the Congo Fres Btate
have mada Antwerp the general world
market for the Free State producta,

A regular tri-weekly service of slagant.
firnt-class passenger mall steamers, sEpo-
clally bullt for the teade by Englishh own-
ers and salling under the Belgian fug, plies
batween Antwerp and Bomas, which Is the
principal eity and port of the Congo.

——
Ratiiroads In the Conntry.
Tha Matadi-Btanley Pool railroad above

referred to wasx commenced (n the begine
ning of 181 and reached Stanley Pool In
1598, The line covers a distance "of 0

kilometers (about 30 miles) over a wvery

KING LEOPOLD IT OF THE BEL-
GIANE

hilly country, nacessitating the construe-
tion of over 100 bridges, varying In length
from thirty to 20 feet. Tha time occupied
in making the journey, which Ia only con-
tinued In the daytime, is about forty hours
The night stop I8 made &t Tumba, 4 lUttle
lens than half way between Matad! and
Btanley Pool. The cost of bullding this
rallwiy was RNLEM000, Another rallway
from Boma to Lukula, a distance of 100
kilometers, or sixty-two miles, was com-
menced In October, 1¥98, and reached its
terminue, Lukula, In December, 1001

The Coango Prees State has now In view
the bullding of 20600 kilometers (1,242 miles)
of rallway, One line I8 to connect Stanley-
villa, with Mahagl and Dufill with Redjaf,
and another will connect Kasango, on the
River Lualiba, with the esnvirons of Kli-
hangn, on Lake Tanganikn, Another
brunch of ihis Important rallway system
will run from Btanleyville to the south
into the center of tha Katanga diatriet.
The greater part of the rmilway along the
Launlaba from Stanleyville is well under
way.

—s
Weaterways Well Utilized.

Tha Congo Free Btate has on the water-
wnays of the upper Congo regular steam
navigntion llnes On Btanley Pool there
are nbout 10 steamers, half of which be-
long to the state, The steamers In use on
the Congo river and the lakes are specially
bullt in Burope for sluggish waters. The
Froo State's ficet on the upper Congo river
comprises thirty-three n!.muue.r!. to which
must be added elght sateamers on the
lower Congo, besldes ahout seventy more
belonging to private corporations. The ter-
minus stations for steam navigation are:
Stunleyville on the Congo river, Kunimbi

=
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Lasambo on (s Sankury,
Lubeo on the Lulua. Popokabaka on the
Kwingo, Zongn on the Ubangi, Thembo on
tha Itlmbiel and Jambuya on the Aruwiml
From these ports wide and easy highwoays
extend toward the intorior
epecially constructed for autoinoblle service
and others for projected raliways,

Bieamers and salling vessels have been
launched on lLake Tanganika, Lake Kivu
and Lake Moreo. The porits of Banann
Boma and Matadl, on the lower
are accessible at all times to transatlantic
steamors, and Banana, at the mouth of the
river, enjoys the great advantage of having
no sand banks to interfers with naviga-
tion

Communication In the Frea Btate hns
within the past ten years largely devel-
oped by telegraph and telephone, the frst
telegraphic line being establistied betwesn
Bomn and Matadl, July, 1585 on the 16th of
September, 1888, “both telegraphic and tele-
phonle communication wns established be-
tween Matadl and Leopoldviile. At tha end
of the same year the wires ran for a distance
of 685 kllometers (425 miles) nnd in 1808 thers
were some 80 miles of wire In use. Bince
that time long distanees telephoning has
been perfected and communications are
practically easy for distances of 300 nnd 40
milen. Wireloss telegraphy s now being
ruccesafully experimented with,

—p—
Administration of Juntlee,
Justice Is now administered throughout
the length and breadth of the Congo Free
Btate. In the capltals of the various dis-
tricta there are territorial courts having
jurisdletion over both natives and Euro.
poenns and the judicial saystem (s carvisd
out by forty-four civil tribunals and mill-

on tha Loamal,
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MR, COX AND MR CARPENTER IN A RAILWAY AUTOMOBILE

(Copyright, 186, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
ANTIAGO DE CUBA, Aug. M —
(8pecinl Correspondence of Tha
Bre, }—Now Iron mines have been
recontly discovered on the high-
lands above Nipe bay. Borings
bhave nlready beon made to determine the
extant of the deposits, and it is sald that
milllons of tons of lron are almost in sight,
Mining engineers are now testing the ore
to determine {ts value and how It may be
best trested, and if thelr experiments are
sucoessful the mines will be of enormous
value. The deposits are such that thae
mines can be workoed with steam shovels,
and the ore will be handled by machinery
from the time [t lsaves the earth golng on
& gravity rallroad down to the steamers
which will carry it to the amelters of the
United States. The managers say that the
ore can be shipped as cheaply from Nipe
bay to the great works on the Chesapenke
as_ that of Lake Buperior can be brought
down to the smelters on Lake Erle
-

Ifron Mines Owned by Amerioans,

These deposits are being Investigated by
the same syndioate of capitaiists which al-
ready controls the chief Iron mines of
Cuba. It I8 a combination of the Pennsyl-
vania Bleel company, the Maryland Steel
company and They the Jura.-
gus minea, and have large Interests (n the
Spanish-American Iron company and in the
Cuban Stewl Ore company

The Juragusa mines are amaong the oldest
in Cuba They were frst opensd about
185, but It was not until 1885 that forelgn
capital became® interasted in them. Bince
that Ume they haveyproduced about 4 00,000
tons of ore, and they
of #.08 tona per month
belong te the Bethlobem
the Pennsylvania Steel company and the
Maryland Steel company They are not
far from Bantiago and the ore l= brought
there fuor shipment,

The Spanish-American lron company s
opomting mines near Dalquirt, which les
on an open roadstend twelve milles east of
Morro Custle. The deposits are four miles
back of the seaport and about sxteon
miles east of Bantlage. The company has a
standard gauge rallroad from the mioes (o
the btay, and steal docks simllar to thoss
of Lake Buperfor. It was just beside those
docks that our troops made thelr first land-
Ing during the Spanish-American war,

The Dmigulri mines are wvaluable, They
were located by Samusl P. Ely of (Meveland
in 1880 and Mr. Ely founded the Spuniah-
American Iron company 1o operute oo,
He had made & fortune in mining in the
Lake Buperior jron region, and when he
opensd  Lhe Datquirt mines he introduced
the best of madern machlinery. The mines
began to produce in 186 and at the end
of 188 their output was equal to more than
A6, L'a of ere, worth Io the statas in

ol hatrs owWn

have now an gutput
Thess minea

Iron company,

the neighborhood of §160,000,000. Those mines
ara now turning out 000 or 5,00 tons of
ore & month; they can produce 40,000 tons,
and the only limit to their product ls the
labor supply. The company started by
opeéning three mines. They are now work-
ing ton and have recently begun the devel-
opment of another Jdistriet which will feed
Into Dalguirl. I am told there is more ore
In sight than the amount so fur mined,

The Cuban Steel Ore company has iron
mines In the mountains forty miles west of
Bantiago and about slx miles back from the
seaport of Chirivica. The mines are con-
nected with the sea by & rallroad which s
seld to be one of the best equipped of its
kind on the island, and at the Chirivico are
two wharves and a stesl dock 1,000 feet
long

——e
Mining With Stesnm Shovels,

The Iron ore of Cuba ls bhoth magnetita
and hemutite. It Is found chiefly near the
tops of the hilla In small, frregular bodies
without definite walla, It i# very hard and
must be broken leose from the country
rock with sledges and explosives. It Is of
such n that steam are
lurgely tear away the earth and
uncover There are hundreds of
wuch shovels now working at Daiguiri, and
the lLola thers In being gouged
much as wo are excavating
pass at Panamn

The most of the Cuban miners are immi-
grants from northern Bpain. The natives
work well with the machete, but they soem
lost in the pleks and shovels.
Labor |s comparntively cheap, the ordinary
wage being a dollar for a day of ten hours
The companies feed the miners if the men
desire ft, but in this case they are charged
5 cents a day for their {ood, making thelr
pay T cents a day and food. The miners
lve In villages bullt for their use ln the tm-
mediatn vicinity of the mines. Barfacks
are provided for the bachelors and huts for
those who have families. Nearly overy
mining property has its store, where meals,
pruvisions and clothing can be purchased

natyure
uped to
the Ors.

shiovels

mine out

the Culebra

presence of

Cubs™ & Land of Minerals.

These mines give some dea of the rieh
ron depanits of Cuba. The |sland han
never been carefully prospected, although
humidréds of mining concessions have besen
taken out and mining properties sre owned

here and there all over the island. I i
ebsy 1o get & mindng concesslon and It
costs only & bagalsile to hold It. If one
wishes to take out wuch » right he has

only to conform to certain legal tgchnioall-
lles, and thetreafter pay & small govern-
ment WAx por year. The government grants
conceaslond (or an unlimited number of
years, and the owner many work his mine
or not, as he pleases His tax for all
metaln, except lron, s at the rate of § per
bectare, or two and vus-Lall acres per an-

num. If it Is an ifron concesalon he will
pay only $2 per hectare,

At present the Cuban government has
granted over 20 fron concessions., It huas
Eranted 146 concessions for mining mangn-
ness, 113 for copper, twenty-nine for gold,
ten for lead, four for qulcksilver, thres
for zine, #lx for petrolsum and seventy-
eight for asphalt.

These ltems will give an idea of the min-
erals which exist In the Island. Minerals
are found In every province, from Pinar
del Rlo to Bantiago, although the latter is,
above all others, the richest In Cuba. The
concesslons granted In Bantiago number 434,
of which the largest number are for iron,
manganese, copper sand lead, The total
value of the mineral products of Cuba In
1000 was 33000000, of which the most came
from Bantiago.

——
Mangnurse Mines,

Bpeaking of manganese, this |s & metal
which jooks Iitke fron and has a strong
afinity for it. It is not used by itself in
the arts, but only In combinatiun with
other metals, and s of great value in mak-
Ing steal. The best of the manganesa mines
abe situated about sixteen miles northenst

of El Cristo and the ore s bBrought Into
Bantingo by rallroad for shipment The
ore odcure in pockets, the bulk af it belug

In washed Qire, although by pleking some
Eood manguness s
not require washing
are owned by ths
pany of

obiained wl

The richest
Ponupo Mining
and others, known as
the Boston mines, are owned by the Stand
ard Mangenes: company of New York
The Intter company began shiPping in 190
Its  works well equipped, having &
Corliss engine. lurge pumps and other oW
#riul machinery The manganese usunlly
lies in limestone and sandstone assoclated
with jaspar The deposits vary in aise
from a pebble to musses that welgh soveral
Lundred tons.

o does
minas
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Suntlago,
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Milllons in Cuban Copper.
The copper mines of Cuba haye
mililons In the past
That

produced

and the prospect s

they will yield milllons In the future
Copper is found in nearly svery provinoe,
but the real

cuopper provinoe is Santiago
which was long noted as having the richest
copper mines in the world, These were the
fumous El which He In the
mountaine about twelve miles west of Ban-
tiago, and which ure now again belng
worked by the Spanish-Amerioan Iron com-
pany El Cobre was oponed up alout 1580
a8 a crown posseston of Bpain It was
worked by the Spaniah goveriment for 20
years and then asbandoned.. A hundred
years later an English* company with o
capital of 240000 reopened the mines em-
ploying about 2000 men In thelr develop-
meAt. Bhortly afterwasd another company
wes Zormed Lo laks posscesion, and the

Cobre mines,

CUBAN COFPER MINERS.

working was continued up until 15888 He-
tween the years of 189 and 1568 these mines
are sald to have produced nbout 380,000,000
worth of coppuer, which I8 in addition to
the amount mined by the Spanish govern.
ment for 39 years. Detwee#n 1861 and 1863
the ore exported from El Cobre was valued
at $10.00.00; and they were, as I have
sald, the richest copper mines of the world
until the Calumet and Heclh mines of
Lake Superior wera discovered

Bomo of the beat prospects among Cuban
minerals are copper. This metal is found
in nearly every provinca, Coppor deposits
have beon worked in Pinar Adel Rio, In Hay-
ana and Matanzas In Banta Clara valu-
able beds of this ore have been found near
Clenfuogos and there are a numhber of
mines In Puerta Princlpe. Bome of the
oldest copper mines of the latter provinces

are now In the handes of Pennnsylvania
parties,
“—"é‘_' (]
Honght by Amerienns,

When E! Cobre was at its best a rallroad
was bullt to convey the ore from the mines
to Santiago bay Thin was owned by o
Bpanish corpomtion, and it charged such
exarbitant freight ratea that the mining
company had to shut down, Then revolu.
tone broke out, and the machinery and
buildings were destroyed, the rallroad waa
wrecked and the mines became so foodad
that It was possible to inspect them
This was thelr condition at the ¢close of our
war with Bpaln At that time American
captitalists bought out the thtles of the oid
nny They havae much
of the wnter from the mines and are grad-

not

since pumped

ually tuking out the are, There are alto-
gother more that Sve miles of underground
workingms

The ¥l Cobre mines are L2300 feot deep
and thelr lowest tunneis are 80 feol below
the level of the sea. 50 far only M0 leet
has' heon pumped out, thoe pumps being
kKept golng just enoigh to kenp the waler
awny from the miners. There are already
severnl hundred thousand tons of ore in
sight. The syndicaite hegan work lust fall
and made its first shipment af ore last No-
vember, Tt has already taken out almost
10000 tons, and the mines now have an

ouiput of aboul 10,00 tons a manth,

M
Vislt to El Cobre.

It was In company with Mr Jennings 8
Cox, the manager of the Spanish-American
Iron company, that 1 wvisited these
and the smelter connected with them. The
pmelter e acrosg the from San-
tiage. We rode over In & stewm launch be-
longing to the company, and, landing at
the wharves, walked by great plies of coke
and limostone to the works The coke is
Imported, from the United Btates and the
limestone from interior Cuba. The amelting
works cover several actes, Tising almoet
stralght up Lrom the water. They are of

miines

Junt b y

the most modern make, furnishing all the
processes needed for turning the different
Erades of ore Into the copper which 1s
shipped from here to the refineries of the
Un!ted Btates,

Moat of the ore im of o low grade. 'When
mixed with the rock it Is n greenish ool-
orad stone, In which shape it Is brought to
the smeiters, The lowest grade ore Is first
crushed to a dust and then flowed over
moving tables each fifteen feet wide and
twently feet long. Each table moves 0
thiat the copper sinks to the bottom and
finds ils place at one side of the tuble,
while the dirt and gravel moves on. The
gravel v again crished and washed wuntil
the copper is about all out of it Much ot
the are is smeltad, belng mixed with lme-
stone, enke and iron oxide from Fllley's
Island, Nova Scotin.

LY —

Up the Mountalus by Auntomohile,

Leaving the smelter Mr. Cox and [ rods
to the mines on the automobile kept for
the purposs Our track was the rallroad
the wheels of our machine Atting the radls,
The rvad goes In and out along the Colre
river, winding Its through 2 deep
canyon, untll it reaches an altitudes of
about 1.0 feet nbove the sen

The track was that of the old Spanish
raliway and somoe of the ralls were fast-
ened together by chuine and pinned to the
tiem by woodan pins. As we rode, Mr. Cox
told me that it had cost the Spanish about
$600 00 to™bulld the road, that thelr
frelght rates wars so high that they were
Able to realize several milllon dollars in
dividends before the mines shut down. Tha
Spaniards mules o8 a power,
The American eompany uses steam, and |t
has 80 improved and extapded the road
that the ore s now carried diractly from
the mines tuo the amelter

Caban Yellowstone Park,

I wish I could ‘take vou Into the moupt-
ains back of Bantlago whare thess o
mines
0ors

way

but

FLL | mulive

e
The rocks have as bright ool-
a8 those of the Grand Canyon of the
Yellowstons, and a large part of the ore
taken out i= the color of paint. Thers are
ETeat miasses of brown carth and rock.
Bed roek, rock and rock of other
enlors riss about on all sides, and In their
midst are the shaft bhousen of tha copper
mines, with the loads of ore coming out of
them to boe dumped fnto the cars for tha
amelter Muany miners are to be seen about
the warks. Something like a thousand are
now smployed, and this number will prob-
ably be increaned ma the developinent pro-
ETeNsns There I8 no doubt but that
Cobre mines are still & valuahls property
and that they will continue to vield mreat
unniitios of coppér for & long tme to
oo e

Cubm Is sald to have depoaits of K9ld and

(Cvatisued oo Fage Bix)

are

greean
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ATIVE FAMILY AT MATADL v

tary courts, fifty-soven burenux of vital
statistics and twentyv-slx oMemnl notaries,
Over all these 18 the high which
fita at Brussels, Both ns a court of nppeals
and ns a court of dessation In civil and
criminal affulrs, There i 4 court of appoal
at Homa composod of a president and two
S SO a distriot stterney amnd o clerk,
The threo Judges are chiosen as far A8 poss
milie different natlonniities. To be
appointed president of this court the candl-
date must ba 10 years of age, doctor of law,
must either have practiesd, oecupled a ju-
ditlal position or teught law In & university
for at least five years,

The Court of First Instance of Doma
may st in any part of the territory of the
state i competency Ia ganeral, covering
¢ivil, commerclal and eriminal afairs, IC
consimts of A Judge, a clerk and a district
attorney. The territorial courts are com-
petent to denl with all the Infractions of
the law commitied within thelr districts or
even beyond the lHmts of the same, even
if the parties reside or ars founhd therein.
Crimes committed by the whita poopls
and punishable by death are tried exclu-
alvely before the Court of First Instance
of the Lower Congo at Boma, whers tha
ncoused partles enjoy all the privileges of
a fair trinl guaranteed by civilized couns=
tries

The government s constantly glving Its
judicinl Agents strict instructions for the
protection of the blacks and any Infringe-
ment of the rights of the natives |s severely
punished,

council

Ltom
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Mrdleal Service.

The medionl service is composed of a
chief doctor domiclled at Boma, and one
doctor for every district, domiclled at the
capltal, each of which has at lis disposal
B certain number of native nurses. There
are now twenty-seven of theso governs

doctors scattered throughout the

Iron and Copper Owned by Americans i 5w s

ench district thers (8 & pharmaceutical
depot, which supplles the drug stores of the
varfous stations of tha distriet. The oapi-
tals of ench district, as well as the Import-
ant stations, have governmental hospitals
for the care of the natives in the govern-
ment servics, they are generally bullt in
brick and are woll-fitted. In Boma and
laeopoldville there are hospitals apeclully
fitted out for the cara of white people.
Edacatlonnl Facllitlien,

The government has established schonl
enloniea, managed by Belglaon BSisters of
Charlty. whore the scholars noguire a prac-
tical, wsolld, professional tralping. From
thesa (nstitutions the government hns nce
quired the services of capablea employes,
foreman and non-commissionsd oMoors for
the Public Force, the name by which the
army of the Congo Free Btata s known,

The Belgians in 155 hand only three mis-
slona and six missionaries in the Congn
Frea Btate; today they possesa fifty-nine
permanent missionn and twenty-nine travel-
Ing mik=ions, attended by 84 misslonaries
and Bisters of Charity, There are 28 chapal
furme, 113 churches and chapels, B2 lacture

halls, 3 istermedinry schools, T polmary
schools and 48 wslementary achools. In
the latter the natlves themmselves tesach

réading and writipg. Thers are 7 poor asy-
lums, 71 Christlan villnges and TL3828 cons
verted Christians,

The eschools arre meeting with sucosans
and it i{s stated that the young Congoleses
lenrn with snse and rapldity, speak French
well and are apt for high education, Many
g to Belglum, wharse, If they become ac-
cllmatizged, which It must be borna in mingd
iIs not always the case, they follow wae.
rious callings with a certain degres of
FUCCeNS.

Commerce,

The increase of trade with ths Congo
Free State during the laust seventeen years
han been remarkable, exporta Jumping from
B850 In the year 187 o some  $10,000,000
in 164. The lmports rose from about §90, -
G In 182 o some M.600,000 in the year 1004
Of this latter sum 3,600,000 worth of goods
wera exporied direct from Antwerp, while
only goods to the value of BL40 weres ex-
purted from the United Btatea dlrect. OFf
the total exports from the Congo during
1904, $0.T0,00 worth wers shipped direct
to Antwerp and K0 worth direct to the
Unlted Blates,

The fact that the great bulk of tha trada
with the Congo Frea Blate, as shown above,
Is concentrated at Antwerp is due to that
port's the universal market for all
Congo products, and Americans desirous
of extending their trade with ths Congo
Free Statle must, under the circumstances,
do so through the business housea of Ante
Werp

While the people of Belglum hawve opened
up & new and needed outlet for thelr Indus-
try and stimulated thelr home markets
by the steady increase of the Cungo's trop-
leal products, they have at the sams Ume
worked wonders n the colonisation and
civillzation of Central Africa, and King
Laocpold may well be proud of ths first
twenty years of his cherished project in
bettering tho conditlon of hls wards in
the Dark Continent and for which, for a
poeriod of Afteen yours, he sacrificed his
private fortune. CHUHCH HOWER

A Whittier Roast 4

A young womin once sat & boarding
house table beslds o reserved and awkward
country boy whom she delighted to Lenaa,
relates the Boston Transoript When she
left she asked him to write in hor
sutograph album. The poem which John
G, Whittler wrote thers and whiloch had Just
beon publishisd standas ns a warning w othee
young ladies, that she who lsughs at »
secmingly dumb countryman may herseif
be Inughnd at many years later. The guaint
concluding stansa Is:

'rhy life—moay nothing vex =
Thy yeurs not & fow,

dovil miss his due,

belng
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