188 VIRGINIA HEPPERT, aged 47 years,
and Robert B, Baylor. aged 55, eloped In
Brooklyn by the ald of the fire department,
clambered aboard a street car, and fled ro-
muntically down to Flushing, were muarried,
and returned home to the fiat from which
they fled to pirtuke of a wedding supper
which Miss Heppert had prepared before her
elopement.

Buylor, the groom, Is n stout, sedate, and settled down
business man, with an established trade on Fulton street,
and he Is comfortubly wealthy Ming Heppert was ro-
prantic—and It was she who inslsted upon the elopement
and he who sdived the problem of eloping with her from
the fifth satory window of her apartment house,

Despite her yvears Miss Heppert in an young looking
and as unscsresd by her 47 years of contiuct with the world
—or rather by looking on at the world—as she was thirty
years ago up in Beltuate, Mans,, when she and " Bob "
Ravlior were in the high school togethor They were In
love with sach other then, deaperately In love, and Bob
vis the only boy in all Scituate who could carry Virgle
Hepport's books for her or take her to a taffy pulling.

And when Hob started out into the great hig world
twonty-nine years ago to make hin living he gave Virgle
a1t ring sot with red coral surrounded by a true lovers’
knot, und she gave him o lock of her halr to wear In
lttle locket next to his heart all the time, forever and ever
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Promised to Elope with Her.

o Bob kissed hor good-by and marched away, after
they had made a seorel arrangement that, just & soon as
he muade his fortune in New York, he was to come back Lo
Boeitunte and elope with her. This plan was arranged be-
cause Mra. Heppert, Virginia's mather, had expressed her-
sl foreibly about * kids a-wantih' to get married.*”

Bo, for two years Virgle 'walted, and turned the littls
ecoral ring #0 the Yovers' knot wis Inslde where no ons
could see that ashe wia vngnged, and, back of her geog-
raphy in school, she wrote kng letters (o Bob to encour-
aze him and Bob wrote back * onre general delivery ' so
Virgle's mother wouldn't suspect anything, and they
plotted the glopement, Every time that Virgie wrote she
told Bob just where he would And the ladder In the bam
when he oame for her, and Bob, lying away in his lttle
unildy hall bedroom In a tenementllke boarding house.
looked out on the blg, hot, nérvous city, reeking with nolae
and smoells, and—wall, he confeanses that, If Virgie did ery
Btk B he erled Just ms much,

Bob found employment in a wholesle shoe store down
towards the point in New York and lived in cheap lodgings
over opn the enst alde He fought bravely, saving his
mwaney and denyving himeelf almost everything—and, after
fvio years he wrote 1o Viegle and asked If $285 wusn't
enough o start on, (They had planned to elope when he
wade $MLON, )

And Virgle wrote that she thought 285 was near
enough, #0 they planned their elopernent for June, 18587,
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Feared to Tell Her of Failure.
Early In that month, whiv Dol was getting ready a

I' “1¢ furnishied room tha! wis to be thelr nest, the shoe
jo wra falled and he was thrown out of smployment.

et he made his mistake. Instead of writing w Virgie
tod telling hey the truth he sought desperaiely to find a
now position Aand to recover his ~'unu.nﬁ In the world s0
thi he might not dissppoint bher and himself, He huated
oo house to houwse for days—for weeks—and not a job
could he And that would enable him to support A wife

The ddy before ViFgle expected him to come 10 Beltunte,
place a ladder agninst her window slll and earry her down
I hin strang arms, Bob wus practionlly pesnnlless in New
% b Bhe walted for him o valn, and at the hour that
» wios sitting bexide her packed vallse in the darkness
o! Ler pretty little white and pink bedroom at Beituale
trembling with ecstasies of fear and joy, walling to hear
the Indder scrape against the side of the houss, Bob waa
drogwing himself wearlly along lower Broadway thinking
of a lvap from a pler into the river

The following morning Virginia came downstalrs red
eved, but concealing her heart sorrow. Her mother and
her brother Inguired If she was sick, but she sald ahe was
not., except that she had not slept
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Lost for Years Through False Pride.

After that Bob and Virginia were lost to eseh other.
He, realizing that in his false pride he had ruined his hap-
piness and probably hers, never wrote. She sent him the
ltile corwl set ving with the true lovers' knot, but the
package came back o her marked * Not found “—and then
sho was sorry, fearing that something had bappened to
Bob and that he was not to blame. Bhe fed her heart on
the bope that something bad happensd—not anything
serious—but something that would relibve him of the
charge that ha had been false 1o her. Then, for a time,
she fonred he was dead. and she nwourned untll one day,
over & year afterwards, a Boltuate man met Bob ooeihe

sireets of New York and reported him well and prospering.
That broke Virginia's heart—almost—but she was proud
and never gave a #lgn.

Bob, indeed, was prospering. He had found work with
another shods company, In Brooklyn this time, and wan
advancing too rapMly. He was ashamed of his action and
too full of false pride o write and tell Virginia every-
thing, 8o, year by year, they drifted further and further
apart until the people of Scitunte almost forgot Bob, al
though Miss Heppert (she had become Mliss Heppert, not
Virgie) never 4id,

Bob Baylor prospered. He became a partner in the
firm. then withdrew and started s big shok store of his
own in Brooklyn and began o grow wealthy, and also
fat. He did not marry., In fact, the girla In his store
who set thelr caps for him declared he was & hateful old
bachelor Nelther did Miss Heppert muarry. Men camo
and went., several proposged, but ahe refused them all
Bhe became well known for philanthrople and church
work, and, after the death of her mother, she inherited
conalderable property She had entirely lost track of
“ Bal'' Baylor for she moved o Worcester and lived
there several years, and t(wo years ago she moved 0
Brooklyn, taking apartments on Fifth avenug in Brook-
I¥n, out in the Gowapua bay distriol, so 48 to be near
her brother's bhusiness
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“Isn"t This Virqie‘? It Was.

One afternoon (n March Bob Baylor was In his Fulton
street store when two women came in. Al the clerka were
busy. sp Saylor went forward himsell and spoke 10 the
women, One of them had o strangely familiar look—and
she, In her turn, glanccd at Bayior with a half light of
revognition In lier &yes .

“lan't this—Virgie ™ asked Baylor

“Aren’'t you Mr. Saylor?® she asked. They cluspea
bands, while Miss Tieppert's sister-in-law looked on won-
deringly. And they stood chatting casually while inn
Hreppert's sister-in-law tried on some shoes

Then, wih s sudden rush, & bursting forth of confes-
sion, Bob told her the whole story; how bhée had starved
und struggled; how he had come pear ending 1t all In e
river: how he hnd fought to the last minute and surren-
dered and how he had Uved during all thoss years, miner-
able because he feared he had caused her unhappinssa
And when be had Anished, Miss Heppert, with tears in her
eyes, looked at him and sald

“ Poor boy. You should have told me. ™

The outcome of It was that Beb began to go to the
fiat out in the Gowanus disteict and, after the second call
he proposed again and urged that they should forget the
past and try 1o make It up In the happiness of the present
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Insists Upon the Elopement:

“1'd lke to, Bob.” she sald - But you promised to
come and «lope with me'

“ A fellow ocan't elope with a woman who livea alone
and can do as she ploases.” protested Bob.

1 wimply can't give up cloping,”” ahe said. * I'll never
marry any man who deesn't come and carry me down a
ladder and run lI’ﬂ)‘ with me."’

“Fhat's foolishnoss, Virgle.” he protested “*1 can't
oarry you down a ladder from the fifth foor of & Mat bulld-
ing. Besldes, we can ¢lope Just us well down the stairs
Let's do U tomerrow, elope down o Flathush and get
married.
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“1 wouldn't feel married unless 1 came down u budder
In the arms of the man | loved,” said Miss Heppert. “ |
have thought of 1t every hour almost for the last 30 years
how you would come and carry me away, for 1 never
thought of any one but vou, Bob, and you pr wilsed 1
come-—"

“We're too old for that sort of foollshness, Virgle ™
argued Bob

“I'm never too old for I, she sald. 1 have lived
all my life on the ldea that you would elope with me and
I ean‘t give it up.™

“ You'll have to move Into the Arst floor Aat then,”
sald Bob, and they had a regular lovers' quarrel.
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Of Course Woman Won Argument.

Night after night they urgued (L out, but Miss Heppert
wis firm. Bob lived in liopes that her lease on the Ml
would expire on the first of May and that she would move
inte a first floor spartment, or at worst a second Mooy
one, and give him a chance, but he learned on May 1 that
the lease was for three yours

That evening therse wos & long argument and when
Bob laft he vowed that he would come and elope with her
as she wished, and that, falling to carty her down a lad
der, e would selge hvr by force, carry her down the stadrs
and elope with her. 8till, he knew and felt that, If he won

her by any such means, she would suffer from the blight
ing of her hopes and the destruction of the romance ahe
hnd cherinhed all here Lle

On the way home on the elevated that evening Pob
Baylor vawed & vow that he would clope with her as
planned

Now It happened that, during the time he wis wine
hils way (0o suyccess in the shoe business, Bob had mehiley )
A itle prominenoy n polities and he had something of

pull in his assembly Aleirict that extended throy
democratie elreles all over Kings county, and on his way
back to Flathuwh avenae, where he llved in bachelor apart
menis, he stopped In to see the dintriot Jeader, They were
closeted for over an hour, und when they parted the leader
wald

Eary—ecanv—=and 1'll be there to soe It=and the boyve

will give you a grand sendoff and he lanughed until his
jowln shook

The following Thursaday morning, shortly after 11
o'clock, Miss Virginin Heppert recolved an urgent mes
BARC RAYVINKE
" Do ready to olope with me In half an hour Hob,™ '
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Waiting for the Elopement.

Pugaled, but willing, she attired herself In her best
gown, ixed her bale, thint s st black and plenteous, und
stepped to the window to gaze down Elevated trainm
were whirling by toward= the benches and towards the
bridee, streel cars wWere clanging along underneath them
and at elther slde of the sreet streams of humanity were
Nowing unceasingly

She turned the Iateh In the door, stepped back Into her
litthe bedroom o put the fAnishing touches on her tollet
amd at that instant her atlention was atitacted by n tep-
riflec uproar, 4 jangling, jarring, screaming uproar In the
street below., 8he rushed to the window, gave one glance
downward., and saw in the wireet below a Are engine. a
great orowd, and the hook and ladder truck of a nearhy
fire company

In one glance =he renlined what was coming and, with
Yipe presscd determinedly together ind a quaver of fn
wnd Jov flghring for mastery In her bosom, she stepped 1
the mirror and begun o fix her hat

The crowd below, exelted and Jostling, saw the hig
Indder glowly unjoint Maelf and rige upward alongside the
buliding, then swoy inward until the end rested just below
the fifth story window, but, even before It had swung In
winrd the erowd yelled as Bob Baylor, plump and exsolted
until his face was pink, started to clamber upward,
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Slid from Window Into His Arms,

Behind Bob were Mike Coreoran, Capt. O'Brien, BII
Burke. and three others f the company, scaling after him
to prevent aceldents. In throe minuies o breathless Bol
stopped at the top of the ndder and Vieginia, easting one
fearful glance below, slid from the window =ill into his
ATMSN

The jJourney downward was one long march of triumph
The Aremen, steadvine and alding Bob, cheered amid
cheered, while thelr comrad n the sireet yvelled them

gelves hoarse, and the crowd, thinking thal some gallant
rescue was In progress. ook up the cheer untll the walers
of Gowanus bay were ripploed

PufMng, red faced, almost exhausted, Bab, still holding
Virginla close In his arma, reached the sidowalk and de.
popited her on her feot. Bhe” opened her eyes and gasod
happily upon him, and whispered

“ () Bob. I was so foolish, so cruel, but it was sweet ™

Then, while the firemen, lowsering the ladder, cheersd
and swung thele helmets, Bob and Viegle caught o Fifth
avenue onr. and rode away to get married, followed by the
yolls of the firemen and the crowd,
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