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sakusa---the Garden Where Japanese Mix Pleasure and Pie

TEMPLE OF TTE GODDESS OF MIRCY AT ASAXUFA

APAN doesn’'t even play llke any-
body ¢#lse. In her pleasurings; In
her ordinary esummer holiday
foollshness, she s, as in all things

eloe, gullte unigue, quite isolate,
apart from all other peoples; selfish. Re-
sentment avalls us nothing, however, for

fhe I8 entirely Indifféerent to our approval
in all things save the one In which she
Is able to command it. Bhe is & Gargan-
tuan baby defying precodent, and though
we oannot et with her, we cannot drink
with her, we can not sven play with her,
we muMm acknowlsdge her one of us, and
not the least of us, (» the great comity of
natlons, because she o superior In that
thing which has countad for superio dty
always In all the history of all the world.
The closer one gets to Japan, the more onw
knows about her, sees of her, the |ess
one in able to understand that thing which
she hans done, Is dolng in Manchurin, The
other day down at Asakusis, the Japanese
Coney Island, tke conglomerats
place about which [ am golng to writs,
there was a Juggler In an outlandish
comlic-opera costume sifting In the shadow
of a sacred Buddhist Tantern delighting a
gaping cmwld with skiliful tricks of necro-
mancy. He took from his big kimono
aieeve a bit of brown paper, common un-
Attractive brown paper, and proeeedsd,
after carefully showing it to the audlence,
to roll It up Into a lttle round ball about
the mize of a robin's ogg. He showed It
to us and smiled foollahly, shrugging his
shoulders comieally, then he_ rolled it
around a time or two aguin, opened his
hands and presto, It was gons. Of couras,
ha reached up and produced it from the
back of his neck with a child-liks smile
which made the audlence luugh as If It
had not seen the same trick done a thou-
sand timen befors., Put this was not all
Agaln he beégan to slowly roll It arcund
and then he shut it up in ons hand and
blew upon it knowingly. Pretty soon he
began to pull out from botween his fingers
yards upon yards of creps paper cut In
fine strips, FHe blew upon his hands again,
gave it a funny littls flp and & perfect
clond of confett! flew out over the heads
of the people. He made belleve to shut his
hund up very tight and then he began to
dig Into It with his other fingers and In
& mument he pulled out a whole flowering
peony bush of creps paper which spread
iteelf out into perfect gorgeousness. No-
body eould have expected more than that,
but that was not all. He began to push
one finger vigorously Into this wonderful
closad fist and pre'ty soon a long atlok
began to appear which grew and grow
until it became a huge umbrella which hae
opened with a cllek In answer to the en-
thusiastic plaudits of the crowd.

pleasure

———
Genins of Japan,
"Well" 1 thought, "If that doesn't ex-

actly IlMustrate the genlus of Japan [
never saw s&nything that 414" There It
wias, Marvels out of nothing,. Japan s

untfolding muarvels of itsalf every day be-
fore an admiring world and to ever in-
oreasing applause, but to us, Its visitors,
itn most Intimate observers, it Is as the
bit of brown paper, revealing to our un-
anslsted mental vislon absolutely no ovi-
dence of the wonderful powern with which
it 8 endowed., This Is the thought which
goos with me always as [ wander around
among s erudities and oddities trying to
bridge the gulf which is fxed Letween us
and her—fixed as surely as broad oceans
are fxed between our shores, Even Ip
the midst of the country's most recently
Imported modernition this thought ls sure
to Intrude ltself upon one, but In such a
place ns Asakusa it ia the uppermost idea.

Geadlin
What s Asakusal

It |s diffoult to determing at frst
whether Asakusa s a place of prayer or
& place of play, but one very sopn con-
cludes that as far as one's self s con-
carned It Is & place of nelther. It Is a
temple. Everything in Japan which rises
an inch above the dead level of single
storied, gray-tiled monotony s elther a
temple or & new bullding in ““forelgn style,”
so-called, somebody says, booause It is
& style foreign to anything else anybody
ever saw. Asakusa Is an ancient tewple
wherein she of a thousand hands, Kwan-
non, goddess of mercy: sits enshrined In
mudy splendor. Bo anclent, Indeed. ia 1t
that fts beginnings are “lost in obscurity,”
A8 the guide books say about SO many
thinga, It I» sltunted away down ot Lthe
Bumida river, which flows sluggishly
through the heart of Tokyo and out into
Yeddo bay. und noar the spot where It
stands, a Asherman, they say, drew up In
his net, sometime about the year 0, a re-
markable little Image of the Goddesa of
Mercy _which possessed miraculous powers,
It was about one agd one-half inches In
height and was supposed (o have been
fashioned by god hands, so perfect was |t
in every detall, but knowing the wonderiul
skill displayed by some of the least of
these poople o the art of good carving 1
can imagine pothing more god-like than &
lazy Osherman digging dalntily away at @
small bit'of wood through long sumer
days and Anally dropping his finished image
overhoard with & pryor to the diety it
was made W represent for much luek In
his fiahing. It would be & benutiful ad-
dition to somebody’'s artweurio collection
anyvway, but this s & Iate that Is not
lHkely to be in store for it since it s en-
sirined within the holy of holles of this
it templs of Asakusa And s never
el unpon by .other than priestiy eyes
e teiaple la emormoun and there is &
lar J¢ke about the disproportion of its
¥ to the size of the Lmage it was bullt
stialter, But there is much st Asakusa
the duninutive goddess. Kuannon ia
4 very much beloved dlety and to her all
the unhappy and unfortunate go in prayer,
v she bids them be lght of heart be-
vatse the tme is not far off whan the
which she holds aloft in ome of her
many hands shall sever the tidhend which
Mnds them to earth life and they may
g0 to the River of the Three Roads
perchance they may be able to
choose that epe leads upward to Nirvana,
the divine sbeorption into bllsstul Nothing-
biess, and over the couniry, pleasure and
pely iotermingle themselvea a0 freely;
why I is se diffioult to discover indesd
where one leaves Off and the other beglns.
The approach to the tampls &t Asakuss
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s & sort of “"Midway' wherec mme may
buy at little gaudy booths any kind of toy
or brilllantly colored aweetmeat or fan-
tastic gewgaw over manufacturad in Japan.
And In thia “BMldway" the tricksters. the
fortune tellers and the owners of lrained
animale piteh their lttle tents to tempt
the unbroken Ilne_ of worshipérs or on-
lookers who from morning until Iate at
night every day of the world dlank-clonk
thelr thousand wooden shoes over the fing
paverpent toward the temple,. But It in
not ke anything that anybody ever aaw
In any other place. 1 wae thé ward “Mid-
way" bocause IL has come to Lave o pe-
culiny meaning 'whith more nearly de.
scriben thia than anfny other that 1
know. It is, or may be, even a Midway
Plaisance to the Jupanese, but this It can
never be' to the foreigner who hurries
along, slently purrued by & erowd of
siaring little orfentals to whom he Is thes
most ocurjous thing to be sean In all ths
place, 1 remember one day at the Warld's
falr In Chlcago, following down the Alld.
way, in company with two or thres other
girls my age, a poor little Japanese maid
who, In her native costume and queer litle
wooden ahoes was the strangest crealure
imaginable to us. We dMn't eaven (ry to
be respectful. We didn't keep at a little
distance and endeavor to vell our curiosity
by & pretense of Interest in something else
when the girl looked around, we almply
stared at her, that's all,
mrrks which she probably imagined were
anything but friendly. Well, I've often
thought of that musuem over here in Japan
and the.memory pt her haa helpsd me to
control my resentment Agalnet the gaping
crowds that have s0 mAny times made
life & misery to me. If she lives anywhere
on the beaten iracks in Japan, as she
doubtless does, she has had opportunity to
taks revenge upon me and I venture she
has done 'it, too, telling her less traveled
and world-wise nelghbors at the samae
time aboul How rude the “green-eyed bar-
barians” are st home In thelr great cities
and how they follow and laugh at helpless
lttle Torelgners, It |s & digreasion, 1
knaw, but I just happen to think of the
experience of little O. Yuki Ban, the Galsha
girl who becama the wifa of young Mr.
Morgan of New York. He took her home
and introduced ber tep . the I Plerpont Mor-
gan strata of American society, where

place

and mades re-

HIGHEST STRUCTURE IN JAPAN-TOWER TN THE 'ASAKI-'SA

politensss and consideratlon for the feel-
ings of others I supposed to have reached
ita highest development. Everybody re-
mambers how she was recelved. Bhe very
sensibly wore her native costume with lit-
tle white tabl, or ankle socks, and straw
randals, and she instantly became exhibit
A In New York drawing rooms. The young
gentlewomen Of the smart set treated her
very mueh as If she were an oddly dressed
doll brought in for thelr amusement, to
be looked over and plcked to pleces at
thelr pleasure, agd O. Yuki. Ban, they say,
bore it most patiently. Soclety d4ild not
have the excuso, moreover, of knowing that
she was “only & Gelsha girl,"” and conse.

R TLALILRANS

quently used to belng stared at and talked
about. They had been told, 1 bellovae, that
the Was n Japaness (ountess or some-
thing of that sort and wuas therefore en-
titled to thelr consideration. This has ab-
solutely nothing to do with Asakusa, but
it is good fer Amerfoans in Japan to re-
member such ifttla incldents when they
foel like doing viclénce to a Japanese
crowd that will not permit them to walk
along the: atheets In pemce, for we are just
an cuflous orentures 1o them as they are
to ts, .
» . __+_‘_

JE T Within the Téemple Yard.

LAt Astkusa ‘one Is glad encugh to hurry

PR Y

PLEASURE GROUNDA

through the "Midway' and get Into the
shelter of the great temple where one may
at Jeast take refuge up against a pllilar
and become the observer of one's observers.
Within the temple yard thers are many
strangenensen. Flocks of sacred pigeons
fight with common barnyard chickens
over the half-cooked beans one buys for
them from the wizened little old woman
who sit under the huge votlve lanterns
watohing thelr stores and knitting per-
baps, or gossiping. A fortune teller in
priestly garb Intones a ‘“‘Namu Amida
Butsu” (Glory to the Eternal Buddha) as
be walts under his blg yellow paper um-
brella for some belleving one to come along

BEAUTIFUL GATEWAY AND PACGODA TN THE TEMI'LE PLEASURE GROUNDA

with a few rin to barter for a glimp=s into
his fulure state. A seller of pink sundried
dough ories WA wares in strident tones
bexido a purveyor of Yyellow literwture
which shricks aloud for Itsalf In such
colors as never came from any printing
prean but Japanese,

Under the temple steps {8 the Inevitable
old womnan with evil eyes and biackened

teeth sitting beside & coge of wild spar-
rows, all Nuttering pltesusly against their
prison bars, She aits and grins and rubs
her hands and when some kind soul I
moved to purchase the frecdom of one or
more of theéem she howas very low and
ehuckles, thon ahe probably sends her boy
off tn wateh the fllght of the little suf.

ferars and to catch them again when Lhey
stop to rest their tired and stiffened wings

One mounts the long, btroad temple seps
In the midst of a clattering throsg and
in astonishment turngd to look upon the
acene spread below The great Ltwofold
guteway through which we have come |8
puinted o brilllant Naring red and the
intricate art by which the timbers are

joined under the deep eaves (s emphnsised
by touches or bright blus and white which
‘Hghts up the interstices and makes the
whole structure look liks a huge puzsle
In bright colored bullding blocks,

Scene forgu Dramn.

The author of “A Japannss Nightingale"
should have copled the Interior of the place
for the temple scene In which her poor
little singing girl is made an unwilling
veatal virgin, but they say the author of
“A Japanese Nightingals' never saw Japan
80 ons cannot wonder that her temple was
like nothing that ever grew in this couns-
try of templea, The Asakusa shrine would
make an Ideal socens In & Japaness drama
If It wora cleaned up & bit and & few of
the sacred dominlck hens chused out of
it. To describe it In quite Impossible, The
altar, all gold leat and gewgaws, Is behind
a huge wire net, put up to protect it from
the chlckenn, lkely, and outside this net
all I8 motley muadness, Great lanterns, as
much ms fifteen feet long and elght feet
in diameter, are suspended In elther end
of the high celled room and all round them
are smaller ones, sach bearing Its mes-
sage to the Japanese mind in huge black
ideographs splashed upon s yellow sur-
face, Goblin shaped drums sit here and
thers with little cotton wrapped mallets

How Cuban Government is Developing

(Copyright, 196, by Tmnk G. Carpentar.)

NTIAGO DE LASB VEGAS, Cuba,

July IM—(Bpecial Correspondence

of The Hee.)-The Cuban govern-

ment Is preparing to develop the

lsland. It buwr eatablished a de-
partment of agriculture, and Is sending out
exparis to prozpsct the different provinces,
testing the land and reporting upon iis
value, Many samples of soil have bgen
sent (0 the United States Agricultursl de-
partment for analymis and sdvice, and a
varlety of experiments are being made In
fertilizers and new hranches of farming.
Thin I8 80 not only as to sugar and tobaces,
which are the mailn crops of the island,
but also as to fruits, vegotabiles, henneyuen,
#ed island cotton and other things. The cx-
periiments are largely carried on by Amer-
icans, The most of the employes are grad-
uates of our Agricultural department at
Washington, and here nt Bantiago de Loa
Vegas, about fifteen miles from Havang, a
Buvernment experimental farm s in opera-
tion, under such management, with an
Amorican director, who was brought hers

on the recomrgendation of Beoretary Wi
BON.

——
Cuba a Hig Farm.

]

Defore 1 describe & statlon, let me say a
word about the lelara. It Is one of Lhe
blggest farming prupoaitions on earth. [t
hus more good soll than the valley of the
Nile, and it promises to be the great
winter frult and vegetable gurden of the
United Btatea. Cuba lHes In Uncle Bam's
front yard, with & short whter road to his
kitchen door. The Jaland is about as big
os Pennaylvania, and, although It |8 moun-
talnous In places, the scll I8 good W the
topa of the hills and almost every bit of it
can be farmed.

Japan has a greater ares and It supports
between ®,000,00 and 00000 people; but
only about W per cent of I is tillable. Java
Is a8 bhig as Cuba, but it Is largely taken
up by mountaln ranges. with active wvole
cances and arid lands. Nevertheless, Java
supports 55,000, 000.

Cuba today hes less than 1,600,000, and it
ks anfe o any that Nt wil some Wme rival
Java iu s products, though It Ul always
have a less population, for a Javanese can
live where n Cuban would sturve. The two
Islands ralee about the same crops—sugar,
tobacco and tropleal frults, with coffeq on
the uplanda. Juvi is now growing tea and
aiinine, but these articles bave nol been
subject io experiment In Cuba. . '

So far lean than one-third of this laland
bas been Inld out In farma. and at the close
of the war only 1 per cent o Ils wrea was
under cultivation. There a8 morg now, but
it Is safe 10 say that pol one-sixth of the
island s used., The beat cultivation is done
in the provinces of Havana and Matanzas,
and also In the tobacco felds of Pinar del
Rio, At present sugar Is the most impor-
tant crop, being produced in all the prov-
Incea Tobacgo gomes next, talsed chilefly
in Floar del Rio, and away down At Lhae
foot ia coffee, which was prce more Im-
portant than sugar, and which now, owlng
to Lhe tariff and other copditions, will
again come W ihe front

+
Cuba's Experimental Statlon,

The agricultural farm st Santiage de Las
Vegan 8 the denter of this new agricul-
tural development. It & run by Lhe gove
ernmvent, which gives L large appropria-
tond and pushes (ts work in every possible
way. The direcor s Prof. F, 8 Earle,
who was for years connected with the
United States Department of Agriculture,
aund who at the time the Cuban government
asked for & man for this work, was about

to go to Porto Rico to take enarge of our
experimental station there. The Cuban
salary was a large one—1 think 5, 000-—-and
as Becretary Wilson had other good men
he alolwed Mr, Earle to come to Cuba,
This was about 4 year ago. The farm has
been purchased, the bulldings equippad and
an agricultural department, with & corpa
of sclentists from Washington, are now
here at work.

The farm itself comprises 180 acres, Ita
bulldings are great Spanish barracks, run-
ning around a central patio of an acre of
flowers and plants, and also many cot-
tages which have been erected for the
farmers. The barracke are of one story.
They are of great extent and are well
fitted for government work,

1 spent some time going through the
bulldings and afterward took a walk with
Prof. Earle over the farm. The establish-
ment I8 thoroughly systematized, and In
It all sorts of Investigations as to plant
breeding, fertillzer testing and plant and
animal disenses are golng on. In the be-
tanical department 1 wag shown about
20,000 specimens of Cuban plants and flow-
ors, and in the gardens nearby saw many
now vegelables and fruits growing.

New ﬁnit? for Cunbn,

In the banana fislds there are & score of
varieties which have just been Introduoced
from Porto Rico, and near by twenty va-
rietlea of peaches and Afteen varietles of
Japanese persimmons have been planted
There are figa from Callfornla, Japanese
walnuts and all sorts of grapes which geow
well in the southern paris of the United
Bintes.

Among the most Important experiments
are those with oitrus fruits, All ths bast-
known limes, lemons and pomeloa are now
being planted or budded. More than foyty
different varieties of oranges have besn
planted for comparison and study, and also
& large number of pineapples of diffsrsnt
kinds

The pineapple industry Is enpidly Increas-
Ing and the department Is making great ef-
forts to get the bhest varietigs, The exports
of pines last yoar were in the nelghbor-
hood of three-gquarters of a milllon dol-
lars, and - per cont of these went to the
United States, - The two chief Cuban pines
are the Ping de la Tierra and the Havana
white pine. The Iatter I8 the sweeter and
larger, but it does nor keep well. Thers
are other pines which nre smaller and less
Juley, but more hardy and, better for ex-
port. The white plneappies hre consumed
In Cuba., They sell from 4 conts o $1.17

a dogen,

Protessor Barle tells me that Cuba will
lorgely supply our winter market with
vegetables, He has been eoxperimonting

with lettuces and finds that they grow well.
The cholcest varietles thrive and is more
tender wnd Juley than our lettuces, In
walking thrugh the garden 1 saw letiuce
heads a» blg .+ small cabbages, and Mr.
Earle sald he cad rmalsed one this year
which weighed more than three pounds.
Lettuces can easily be shipped abroad,
and there ls no reason why they should
not go from here to our chief cities.

It s the same with celery. This plant Is
supposed to thrive only In a temperate
climates, but it grows luxuriantly in the
stution gurdoens. The stalks are large rnd
tender, and they can be bleached just awe
eunily s at home,

The experiments with tomsatoes have re-
sulted In excellent ylelds, and & number of
Amaericans bhave begun to raise tonwmtoes
for export. They grow well and the profits
abe great. Indeed the stories told are so
rosy that I hesitate to repaat them. It ia
sald that tomatoes, cabbages, egg plania,
potatoes and cucumbers, f properly
handled, will yield anywhers from 360 to
) per mcre, mocording to soll and ship-
ping facllities, and oranges, pineapples and
lemons much more.

The government 8 making experiments
in stock bresding. It has recently im-

.

poried some cholce Durmam, Hereford,
Jersey, Polled Angus and other bulls and
cows and mueny of these are kept at
Bantlago de Las Vegas, They will be
shipped. I suppose, to the provinces hest
fitted for stock. Frof. Earle tells me that
most of the cattle now here come from
niative animals crossed by Importations
from South America and Jamalca, Porto
Rico and others of the Went Indles. The
common beasts imported are mostly of
tha long-horned, raw-boned variety and so
far the Venezuelnh stock seem to thrive
best. ‘The Agricultural department ex-
pects to tuke this stock a8 a basis and
cross it with the best of forelgn breeds

The department |5 alsoe experimenting
In roleing beels and  the various grasses
for cattle food. I am told that one acre

of the best Cuban grass will keep a cow
the year around. There Is one varioty
of pasture known as gulnea grass, which
grows so high that it is above your head
as you ride through it on horseback.
Leaving the agricultural station I drove

sbout two  miles farther on to visit =
fruit plantation belonging to Mr. Adam
Gray, an Insurance man of Cincinnatl,

Mr. Orny came to Cuba about five yeara
ago and bought several hundred acres of
dand at 3% an acre. He has added to his
purchuses since then at higher prices, his
last one costing him more than $160 per
acre, and he has now all told 800 mcres
within & bhalf hour's ride of Havana. The
land is near the raliroad, and a switch has
been constructed W It, s0 i1that his frult
can be sent to the Ilavana Harbour at the
lowest possaible cost. At present he s
shipping pineapples, It costs him only $7
a carload, and I am told he can put pine-
apples, ormnges and graps fruit into the
markets of New York and Chicage more
cheaply than they can be sent thers from
any orchard In Florida or California. He
has now about 30 acres of pineapples un-
der cultivation, and his crop this yoear will
be worth about #0000, amounting to in e

PART OF THE MAIN BUILDING AT CUBAN AGRIOULTURAL STATION. .

the Island

nelghborhood of 25000 crates. He has 20
pneres of oranges and grape fruit embracing
about 120,000 trees; and when he hax set
out the full 500 acres which bhe expects o
plant the orchard should, yleld iIn the
nelghborhood of 00K boxes of oranges
and grape fruit every year.
——
A Business FProposiilon,

A plantation ke this s a business prop-
osition. It requires large capital and It
will probably bring large profits. The work
upon it 18 thoroughly systematized and
the business will be run Ilthe a groat
Amerlcan factory, with dues regurd to the
cost element. As soon an Mr. Gray bought
the farm he put it In charge of an, expert
sgricuiturist pamed Belimidt, who had
been employed by him in the United States.
Mr, Bohmidt is o gradunte of one of the
chief agricultural colleges of Gormany. Ho
had charge of the emperor's garvdens 1n
Berlin at one time and later studied frult
culture in France. He alded Mr. Gray in
pleking out the property and Lhen startsd
to clear it. It had all been under cultiva~
tion, but had run down during the war,
and parts of It were covered with trees
and underbrush. The trees were all cut
and the timber made into charcoal. Char-
conl Is the chlef fuel of Havana, and Gray
had no troubls in disposing of his 10,000
bags which came from the clearing. After
this he began to set out the farm and has
gradually increased the cultivated area un-
Ul be now hos almost 60 acres of oranges,
grape frult and plneapples,

.__i —

Acras of Plneapples.
show you this farm as it
appeared when 1 rode through It today. It
sxtends for more thun & mile aleng the
roed and at the front and aide of It runs
& long row of magnificent palms, each
from 100 to 100 feet high, with a trunk like
& marble column, out of the tep of which

Hundreds of
1 wish I ¢ould

great fan-llke leaves quiver In the wind.
The roads are of a rich fed losm, a8 soft
and as smoath as & race track. They are

wide, and In many plices shaded by palms
and moango trees. We rode a long distande
through the plneapple Nelds, the lllnul‘l ox-
tending out on all sides of us in & graat
bronze carput. Near the carriage the fruit
was distinetly seen, the great round balle
of red and yellow set In long green leaves
tipped withh pluk. Farther away plnes and

jouwves Llended togethur, and the whole
under the sun became o gorgeous cloth
more splendid than tho dreas of a yusen,

The pineapplesr are planted in rows, bat

the plants are sel close Logether and they

yield u great number per ucre. 1 am told
they bring on the average ubout 2 centa
apiece when sold, and that each cosis the
farmoer about 1 ceant e ralse. The pine-
applea of Cuba are large, and those which
1 had on the Gray farm, fresh [romm the
fleld, were dellclous

Orunges In Cuba,
From the pineapple flelds I went pn into
the orange I met the man-

orchard, whare

ager, Mr, Schmidt, and the son of Adum
Gray, & young mun of 25 who has Just
gradusated at Yals coilege and has come
to Cubs to help work this farm When
I saw him be was superinteoding the
spraying of the frult trees He talls me
that Cubu has five different varieties of
scale and that U pays WO spray.

In company with Mr. Scholdt, T walked

through (he groves The ormnge traes aro
planted twenty fest wpart. They are care-
fully plowed and hood and are watched
Hke & cholce orchard at home, The trecs
are pow about 4 years old and they have

(Cpntinued ot FPoge Eight)

I¥ing near which the priests use at In<
tervals to beat a steady ta-ta-ta-tump-
tump-tumyp accompaninwnt to thelr in-
toned sutras, The foor la not covernd with
mnts a® most temple floors are, but is
muode of great rough cedar planks which
glve forth a continual hollow echo of
hundreds of clonking wooden shoes, Over

on one side wiits doar old Blosurda the
heuler of all illa,. Ha would be a pitiable
old chap If ho were not so.much beloved
for e wns oncea an honored Hakkan, or

disciple of the great Lord Buddha and got

himself turned out of Lthe holy clrele for
remarking onn spring marning upon the
beauty of a passing woman. BSlhce then

his Images are not allowed within the wls

tar rafls of the temples and are usually
outaide In the porch. It seems, however,
that the Puddha had a fellow fesling In

his heart for Bluzura after all, for to com-
pensnte In o measure for ali he hnd taken
away from him he gave him the power to

heal all suffering and paln and that e
why he Is one of the favorite deitiea of
Jupan His worshipers keep his paked

wooden body all wrapped up In queer little
red cotton rufMes and Kis bare head cove
ered with a funny little white oap which
makes him look more like a status of &
cook than anything else. At Asakusa the
people atand In llme before him awalling
their turn to rub that of him whereln or
whereon they are themselves aMicted, and
it he weren't suth a solemn and such &
usnful person he would be very funny, for
he Is rubbed Into the most fantastio de-
formity. Suffersra from rheumatics have
rubibed his knees and elbows until they
are all rubbed away; those afflicted with
calarrth have gquile destroyed his nosa,
while multiplied headaches have worn
great hollows In his wooden tamples, In-
deed Binguru I8 never a whole lmage no
matter where one may find him, a hin
popularity sesms to always Inoreass with
his increasing dilapldation until some-
times he can hardly be recognized as & man
ut all. 1 lingered near him at Asakusa to
watch the line of worshipers perform thelr
odd little ceremonies, but a priest came
along and stirred up some smouldering in-
cenre nearby where I gbood and I had to
esoape from the stifiing odor which arosa
in pufing sacred clouds to the grimy
rafters,

+
Qunint Featores of the Garden.

One had to thread one's way oarefully
among the kneeling people before the
soroensd altar and permit one's self to be
onarried along with the crowd out through
the side entrance to the gardens, where
all was hollday merriment. Queer shows of
all sorts lined the muddy avenus down
one slde of the giarden and If one doesn't
mind getling splashed to the knees it Is
possible to derive o modicum of amuse-
ment from the glaring signboards and
thg "barkers'” who sit at all the entrances
lifting up thelr volces In mournful Invita.
tlons to people to coma and view the
wonders within. 1t Is always muddy In all
such places in Japan. The Japanese lke
it thut way, evidently. If the sun begins
to dry the mud up & bit a water boy, who
seoms intent on overworking himeself,
comesa along with two palls on the ends
of a stick balanced on one shoulder and
a big bamboo dipper and proceeds to throw
great puddies around one's feet and he calls
it sprinkling. Of course, thosa who wear
leather shoes mind It, and as they are
“About ons out of every 909, they don't
count. -All the others, men, women and
children, wear wooden getn which stand
up an lttle etilts about fve iInches off
the ground, so what care they for a feow
inches of slush, mora or less?

Amakusa s not respectable. Having
prayed their prayers to Kwangon the peo-
ple go out Into her temple environs and
revel in joys far from godly, There are
many ‘“‘tea houses” where tea is a mers
preténse and where Kirin '"boroo” on
draught Is the favorite beveruge. “Boroo"
As they call IY i, by the way, manufao-
tured In Japun with almost a8 much suo
cess as hus heen achleved for It ia Mil-
waukee, and “the beer that made Osaka
famous” is an advertisement which is quite
as well known on this side of the earth
a8 & slmilar one s upon the other,

“Eterming of Nanshan,"

There Is one thing now at Asakusa which
bears some resemblance to a place of
amusement, and that s a panorams In
"forelgn style' of the storming of Nane
shan. The Japanese fleet Off in the blue
wiaters of Kinchow bay on the east are
sending lurid, wonderful shells through the
air to meet those hurled by the Russian
fieet from Tallen Wan on the west, while
on the hilla befween the two armies are
locked In & struggle that |s aimply beautls
ful, Nothing feasos the vallant Japanass,
He says to the cringing Russlan “Taks
that! and that! and there now!"” and then
sirikes an attitude on the highest point In
the landscape just where the light from &
bursting wshell may Huminata his noble
mien as he overlooks with sorrow the fears
ful havoc he has wrought Barbed wire
entanglements, big guns, shrieking ahells,
lnsurmountable obstacles, all diMeoulties of
war are maere Incldents, background a8
It were against which this Japanese atti-
tude may display Itself before the admiring
oyes of Jupan. But the wopderful part of
it in tho fact that it ja only for the ayes
of Japan. To the worlid they turn an ens
trely different face and the world exclalims
“How miodest!” There are absolutely no
Umits to Jupaness genius, but 1 think the
greatest thing It achieves Ia this conceal-
ment of iself. A mask & held up bafore
the world and the war 1 ls told It Is Japan,
and only by accidental fiaslies or revelation
do wa recognise the fact that it Isn't. We
forelgners are permitted to live in the coun.
try, but we are shut out of Japan as come=
pletply as we ever ware In the days bhefore
Commodore Perry came into Yeddo bay with
his gunboals, They piny & lUttle game of
Jlu-jliasy with us and win all their poinis
by yielding, and we know they win but
wo cannot help ourselves, Wa must ad-
mire. They are gquite isolats, apart from &ll
other peoopls, selfiab, bul they are one of
us and we san only lhope that for our own
peace of mind they may continue Lo cons
ooil thomsel ves.
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