Y

July 16, 1006

JAPANESE ACTOR MADE UP A8 THRE CONVENTIONAL MOTHER-IN-LAW.

OKIO, June 1.—(8peclal Correspond-
I once of The Hee )—]1 have lived In
Japan on different occasiona for
many months, but not until yes-
terday had I ever been able to
vgit through!’ a Japanese play. Yeaterday
1 did. 1 went at 3:30 in the afternoon, was
in time to see the first curtain rise and re-
malned to see the last one fall at the con-
clusion of the eleventh act, nearly seven
hours Iater, and it was a modern drama In
A modern theater, acted by modern actors
of the newest school, While we sat there
gathering much food for reflection on tha
evident ooccldentalization of this most
orlental nation, the feet of Admiral Toge
wan sngaging the Baltic squadron up in
Teushima strait in & naval battle such as
has naver been fought before In the world's
history, but we knew nothing about ft. If
we had 1 dare may we could hardly have
awalted so calmly the end of the much less
interesting drama we were witnessing, We
should have been out eagerly listening for
the excited Jangling of the belle of iae
gogal boys, who ziways follow Bo tardily
upon the heel of inleresting rumor from
the seat of war.

Japan's Wonderful System,

The news that the Baltic flest, about
which “we in Tokio had talked hourly these
months past, has been met and practically
destroyed Is twenty-four hours old now, but
it has not yet become *‘ofoial’” so one ls
supposed to know nothing. This Is & part
of tha marvelous Japanese “system.” The
arsenal blew up this morning, killing or
wounding a couple of hundred workmen,
and this 18 the subject of paramount inter-
¢st. There areo dark hints of Russinn sples,
of tremchery, and the air is electrie. The
great battle ia still raging off the western
const and Japan Is achisving ona of tha
greatest victories in all its history, 1 sup-
pose, or in all the world's history, for that
matter, If the rumora have any foundation
at all, but It doesn't seem to matter much
In Tokio. There will be an official un-
nouncement ‘tonlght' probably, bat Tokio
will merely say, "Oh, so desuka?’ (Is thit
s0?) and go on its way. Nothing eise could
possibly be expected. ' And one of these
days, when there la no battle raging. and
no slectric expectancy in the alr, I sup-
posa wa mMay g0 to the Melji theater and
sea 1t 1l acted in wearisome detail by those
marvelous actors of the neweat school.

1 should not be surprised, however, to
find that the name of the Mel)l theater had
bee changed by the tlme *he Fall of
Mukden,' ‘"The -Slega of Port Arthur”
and “The Destruction of the Baltic Fleet”
are ready for production, bociause already
there is o' notlceable resentment In Japio
against the umse of the word “anlighten-
ment" In connection with anything Japa-
nese. The ‘ern of enlightenment, or meljl,
began thirty-elght Years ago, when Japan
was in nebd of enlightenment, and recog-
nized the fact; but in the' meantime she
has learnsd that the world may sit at her
fest and gather wisdom, and in the mean-
thimgh two Port Arthurs, = Tdko Yang =
Mukden, and the essy destruction of one
of the world's Ereatest navies have all
bean dchieved by her, and are only high
peaks in whole mountains of achlevement
One gels heartlly tired of singing Jupan's
pralses, but what s one L do? There s

“Yamato damashil,'” the spirit of Japan
invincible, which might ocommand the
world; and one wonders If the world will
not have to unlte agalnst Its aggrossions
in the not very far-off future. It remains
to ba seen whethar ts aggressivencss ex-
tends beyond the point of most vigoroua
and masterful self-defenss, and If it does,
It is safe to suy that the climnx of Japan's
Eréainess has not been reached, evan in
the complate defeat and humiliation of the
“strongest military power on earth.”

——

Domestic Dramna Bullt on Facts,

But I am allowing the battle of Togo's
fleet and the Baltlc squadron to keep me
away from the Meljl theater, which i=
easlly accounted for by the fact that 1
am almost within sound of the guns and
entirely enveloped In the “electric atmos-
phere,”” but In the Meljl theater there was
much of Interest, you may be sure, since
woa were held there through eeven long
bours. The play was “Namil-ko," a mod-
¢rn love atory in which some of the char-
foters are easlly recognizable am person-
ages of wvast Importance in Toklo, It
meems that n few yesurs ago the Marquls
Oyama, the great fleld marshal, had a
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dnughter, whom ho gove In marriuge, In
the usual Japanese manner, to & young
nobleman who wias nn only mon "and helr
o 4 large estats The mother of tha
yvoung man was very old and belonged to
a pertod long before Melfl, and it was an
unhappy fate for the young dnughter of
tha fiouse of Oyama to have her for a

mother-in-law, According to ths customas
of the country, she hnd to becoma some-
thing but n little more exalted than an

upper servant in her husband's household,
and she had to give way In all things to
her mother-In-law and hourly propltisnte
the disagresable old woman. In the course
of a few monthis she contracted tubsroulo-
als, o disense wo common In Japan, and
during her husband's absence from home
aer mother-in-law divorced her. The ex-
cuse wis glven, of course, that there was

danger of the young wife communicating
the disoase to her husband, who was the
last of the noble name, =0 she was sent

back home to dle In her own father's houss,
and her husband was not told untll after

It was too late, In scoordance with the
Japanesa code of honor, for him to do
anything. This is a true story, and |ts
dramatization is called “Naml-ko."

—in
Identity But Lightly Yetiled.

In the play the husband ls made a young
naval officer, and It s while he Is nway
fAghting in the Japan-Chins war that his
wife ia dlvorced, but most of the other
characters are hardly disgulsed at all, and
1t is interesting to hear the people frankly
calling them by their real names. In the
first act Nami-ko and Takeo are Just mor-
ried, and are on thelr wedding journey to
Ihao, the beautiful hot springs up In the
Nikko mountains. Here s glaring mod-
ernity number one, for weodding journeys
are the very neweat thing In Japan's newly
acquired customs, and are looked upon by
most people with scornful suspiclon and

disapproval. Nnmi-ko Is followed to Ikno
by Chijfiwa, A& former lover and her hus-
band’s cousin. He I8 easlly recoguizable

MODERN THEATER IN TOKIO,

AR a young officer of high family who re-
very sarlous disgrace by con-
splcuous bhravery at the frst siege of Port

deemed a

Arthur. In the play he has forged Takso's
name to a note, which s about to fall
due, and he 8 confeguently In very groat
trouble Naml-ko knows npothing about
this, of course, and she resents the attl-
tude of easy famillarity he aasumes to-
ward her in such & wuy as to make him
# Dbitter snamy After that he becomes
the conventional villain, plotting, with
¢linched hands and gleaming eves, the
downfall of the gentle and unsuapecting
heroine. He s very entertaining. In the

second act we were taken boldly into the
modern home of Marshal Oyama, who in
the play becomes Genern]l Kataokn, Herns
we meet the present marchlioness, the most
modern woman in all Japan, a graduate
of Vassar collexe., and altogether Amerl-
canized, who was step-mother to the elder
chilidiren of the house. With her wern two
lttle ehildren. one of whom I know as a
beautiful young woman—so beautiful and
tall and welvety msoft and dark, indeed,
that I cnll her "Lady Iris,” At least, I
suppose little Ki-chan, of the pjay, waa
alie, for the Marchloness Oyama bhas no
other daughter.
——
Self-Doception (General,

The fleld marshal s played by a very tall
man with dignity enough for two or threa
fleld marahals, and the audience was Im-
mensely pleased with him. This vividiy il-
lustrates a very peocullar Japanessa charnec-
teristic. Am a peopls, they lle to them-
selves constantly and belleve Impliclty In
thelr own falsahoods, and In nothing |s
this 20 noticeablé um in thelr conception of
thelr own sige, They don't think they are
a small people st all, and 1 think they
would rather resent a pletured or Imper-
sonated Oynma under 6 feet In helght. In
the wonderful prints of lurid war scenca
ane Ands in the windows of hook shops and
in all the basars, the overestimation of

the size of the Japaness soldiers (8 the
funniest thing In the world, They are al-
wnye nn large ag their Russian foea, and

many timea much larger, and the attitudes
they strike would make the fortune of any
melodramatic nctor. For instancs, the other
day 1 came across a picture, In brilllant
reds and yvellows, of the meeting betweon
Generals Stoersel and Nogl at Port Arthur,
Nogl towered ot Jenst two Inchas above hin

crastfallen foe, and he clasped him by the
hand with an sir which plainly sald,
“There, little chap, nover mind. You did

all that could possibly have Leen expected
of vbhu, considaring who ! am,” 8 thes
auvdiencs at Meljl was delighted with the
G-foot Oyumn, and fully belleved in him.
+
Jast Like Throdoare Kremer,

In net third we meot a famous capiialiat
who I8 supposed to have made much monsy
fraudulently and at the expenss of the
august government during the Japan-China
war. He is very rich, but nobody In Japan
anviere him his wealth, He, It was, who
cashed the forged note for Chijilwa, and In
this act the villain hae it thrown In his
face by the righteous hero after it has
been quletly pnid to save the honor of the
family. 1 supposs In the old days thia
would have lad to a “revenge,” as all mur-
ders of this charncter were called, and to
an honorable hara-kirl, or self-execution.
But this is the era of Melijl, o the villain
elinched his hands, tore the bit of paper
in plecas and stamped upon them, then
shook his fist menacingly at the retreating
figure of Takes, It couldn’t have been done
better at the Fourteenth Street thenter In
New York. In the fourth act we have
Takeo uand Nami-ko together at Zushl,
down on the seacoast, where they have a
ittle summer place. Naml-ko lnoks to ba
in just about the last stages of consump-
tion, while Takeo le n!! hat could be de-
plred (n vigoroum young health, Now, It Is
sald there if no such thing as marital love
In Japan, but It seems to me the effeot
upon the audience of this scene between

Laughter and Tears at a Japanese Drama of Conjugal Love

ACTOR IN THE ARMOR OF A
SOLDIERY LEES THAN THIR'
Namli-ko and Takeo quite disproves the as-

sertion.
Husband and Wife in Japan,

In his masterful book on the social and
paychic "Evolution of the Japanese,'" Mr,
S8vdney L. Gulick save: *'In no regard,
perhaps, Is the contrast between the east
and the west more striking than in ths
respective (deas concerning women and
marriage. The one opunts woman the
equal If not the superior of mian; the other
looks down upon her as man's inferior
in egery respect; the one oconsiders pro-
found love as the only true conditlon of
marriage, the other thinks of love as es-
sentially 1mpure, beneath the dignity of
A true man, and not to be taken into con-
sldergtion when marringe |s contemplated.”
Then the editor of the Japan Mall, an
Englishman who s himself the husband
of a Japanese wife, says: “The woman
of Japan is & charming personage In many
ways—gracious, refined, womanly before
everything, sweet tempoered, unselfish, vir-
tuous, a splendld mother, and an !deal
wife from the point of view of Lhe master,
But =he s virtually excluded from the
whole Intellectual lfe of the nation. Poll-

Capital of Cuba Under the

(Copyright, 1M5, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
AVANA, July 13.—(Bpecial Corre-
spondence of The Bee.)—Havana
is growing ke & bamboo sprout.
It had 285,000 people five years
Rgo, and the census gave It 40,000
more in 1%L Its population 18 now over
200,000, and there are those who, like 8ir
William Van Horne, belleve that It will
in time approximate 1,000,000, There are less

than a dozen citles in the United Biates
larger than Havanm It already outranks
Dotroit, Milwaukes, Minneapolls, Louis-
ville or Kansas City, 1Ii is twice as big

as Omnaha or Memphis, and away abead
of Newark, Indianapolis, Los Angeles, Col-
umbus or Toledo, It Is growing In wealth,
Hkewlse, and s more and more every day
the commercial, business and sociidl center

of Cuba,
My last vislt to Havana was made nore
than twenly years ago, In company with

Benstor John Sherman, then president pro
tem. of the sennte and deting vice presh
dent of the United States, Vice President
Hendricke having died. By the then |aw
had President Cleveland dled in ofice Mr,
Bhorman would have pucceeded Lim, and
when we reached Havana the papers re-
ferred o him #s the vice president of the

United Btates. To shiow the coudition of
the jsland at that time T need only Instance
that a plot was gotten up by some brigands
1o kidnap Mr. Bherman angd hold him for
ransom. The plan wa= 1o caplure our
party during a trip we Wwere to maks to
a sugar plantation not far {rom the eity,
and It surely would have wen carried out
had we not at the last moment changed
our route and visited ancther plantation,

The story of the plot was uever gives to
the newnpapers, but Benator Sherman firmly
belleved in ths truth of this statement,
and it has ailways been 4 great regrei to
me that I was not able to be the only

correspondent to chronlcle the real kid-
maping for ransom of a vice presiddnt of
the United States.

Havanan Then and Now,

At that time Havani contalned 100,000
less people than it does now, and the oty
win AfLy yvears behind lts present
tion. It waa dirty to dan extreme. Blark-
naked children could be seen in the poorer
quariers and the draying and other heavy
traflic was done by great carts pulled by
ox teams with yokes strapped to thelr
horms. There were no street cars and no
modern improvements of any kind,

Today Havana has & good electrie car
line, with more than fifty miles of track
and something like 2 motor cars. ‘The
street car company took In  last  year
gross recelpts of more than $1,000,00, and
It promises to be A very profitible cor-

condi-

poration, ‘The oar lines are now belng
bullt out to thé suburbs, and they will
probably extend the system to the sur-
rounding country I have never pseen
cleaner onrs nor cleaner car conductors
than thoss of Havana. The men dross in
light gmay linen suits, They are polis,
and they handle the traffic In a gentis-
manly way

Havana will ¢ompare favornbly with any

town In Holland or Bwilserland It is
better ~than Zuarich, where the policemen
arreat you for throwing paper on the
street Washington, Boston and New

York ara dirty beside it. The sireots look
me though they were washed and swept
every hour. There 18 no dirt in the cobbles
and the asphalt shines lkes the floor of
a Dutch kitchen. 1 don't know what they
do with the guarbage, but so far 1 have
yet to detect & vile amell.

During my first visit I found the natives
ragged and many of the poor were half
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THE MALACON AT HAVANA-MADE BY AMERICANS.

naked. Today every ons ia well dreased
and the poor are cleansr than Amerjicans
of the same class. All are busy. “"Wages
mre hign and all have plenty to do. Ap
to health, the death rate s lowsr than that
of our best citles, It Is about 14 per 1,000
and, thanks to the American Intervention,
this city has become one of the healthiest
in the wozld.
—ly e
Old and Qualint,

Havana is one of the quaintest cltles on
the American hemlsphere, It I8 more so
than any Houth American capital. There
Is not & town In Europe north of the Alps
which {8 more picturesque or more Intérest-
ing. It is & combination of the Spanish and
Moorish, with slices of North and Bouth
America mixed In. As vou look at It from
the sea It forms a mass of Lright color, Its
bulldings rising almost straight up from
the water, Interspersed with green trees,
On one side is the Milecon, with a sea wall
in front of “it, against which the spray
dashes high into the alr, On the other aides
of the harbor entrance stunds Morro castls,
mora ploturesque then any castle of the
Rhine, and on the hills beyond |t are bar-
rackn and fortifcations, Coming into the
harbor the entrance is not more than 1,000
feat wide, The sea, which is of & deap blus
oulside, turns to light green near the shore,
and you now see that the bhouses nre
paintsd all enlprs of the ralnbow, which
seem brighter than usual under the daszzling
lHght

The Havana harbor has altogether an
area of about twenty quarter-section farma
It s three miles long and two milea wide
and It winds In and oyt among the hilla, It
has considerable shipping, boats from all
parta of the world belng anchored here and
there, with the rusty wreck of the Malne
in the center.

Cuba has a commerce of about F150,000,000

year, and three-fourths of It passss
through Havana It in very expensively
handied, as one may see by the great lght-
ers which are used for<oading and unlond-
Ing the ships. The lighterage companles
are opposed to the bullding of wharves, and
for this reason no such concessions have
yvet beion granted.- The cost of the lighter-
pEe = about 800000 per or, In
round numbers, at l=ast 2 on all
the gooda taken in and out of Havana,

annum,

ey cenl
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Maine Will Be Ralsed,

In going to and from the stenmers dyr-
ing the past few weeka | have
alon 1o pass by the Maine Only & small
poertion of the atlll above waler
and this s red from the accumulated rust.

had occa-

yespel s

AbBout & yeur 4Ago i contract wiks made
with the government by an American
pamed De Wyokoft to remove the wreck
from the harbor. The work was to be

done at the expenss of the contractor, who
was 1o pay 5,000 to Cuba, and In exchange
o be given title Lo the property recoversd
A company with a capital of 3600000 was
incorporsted at Washington, D. C.. last
fall to do this work, and connecied with
it was Dr. E. 1. Corthell, the well known
englneer, nnd others. Bo far nothing has
been done, but 1 understand that the gons
tactors expeet to bulld a water-tight
cofferdam sbout the vemsal and to raise
it 10 the surface. According @0 thalr ar-
rangement with the government, the Malne
ia 10 be entirely removed by next Decem-
ber.
Ameriran Steamships for Cubs,

There are five American stedmahlp 2om-
panies which now hbave connection with
Havana running regular esteamers bare

New Government

from our several ports They wers
crowded all last winter and they _are
making preparations for & great (ncrenss
of travel ,during the coming season. 1
came to Cuba from Mobile on the steam-
ship Saratogn, which Is operated by tho
Munnson company. That service was put
on for the fArst time last season and the
veasel hns nolt been able to carry all the
passengers. It has been so erowded and
has paid so well that Mr. Munson sxpects
to have additional steamors next year.
The trip from Mobile 10 Cuba s ' only
forty hours. Leaving Toaesday evening you
are landed In Huvana Thursday morning
after a sall more delightful than that from
Haltimore to Boston, The ship i good,
the riates are low and the accommodations
comfortable.

The Bouthern FPacific Rallway company
has a steamer salling every Baturday from
New. Orleans which arrives at Havana on
Monday, This voyage s from forty fto
forty-elght. hours, about twelve hours be-
ing consumed In going down the Misalssippl
river. The Peninsula and Occldental Steamn-
ship company has steamers from Tampa,
Fla.,, and also rfrom Miaml, which tike
you In little more than a day from the
United BStates to Havana The Tampa
boats leave SBunday, Tuesdiay and Thursday
nights, and the Miaml boats on Wednes-
days and Saturdnys

All of these lines are overcrowded, and
the same is trus with the boats from New
York, The lutter belong to the Ward line,
which plies between New York and Mexleo
vian Havana and also has large steamers
salling to Havana direct. The fastest of
thess ships make Lthe trip in three days.
I upderntand that the Wards will put on
o new lUne of steamers next year which will
g0 from New York to Nipe bay, the new

-
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port of mnortheastern Cuba, and that
through tickets will then be sold from New
York to Havana, landing the passengers
nt Antilla, the port on Nipe bay, and car-
ryving them sucroms Cuba by rallrond. 1t
Is probable that ships will be put on from
New York (o Jamalca, calling at Nipe bav,

a0 that Jamalea passengers will be able
to come to Havana on thelr way to and
from New York

AL present there are regular steamship
lines from Copenhagen o Havane connect-
ing this islund with Antwerp, Havre and
Blibao, Spain, and Bpanish steamers from
the S8Spanish ports which coall thrice a
month, The North German :.Tdd has
steamers from Bremen to this port and
the Hnmburg-American have monthly sall-
inge from Hamburg.

Ounr New Winwer Resort,

Cuba in fact is fast Decoming n winter
resort for Americans, and If the present
health conditions prevail, which seem prob-
able, thiz |sland will be the Riviern of our
gontinent, Thera were three times as many

Americun tourists here last year as ever
before, and were It not for the lack of
hotel sccommodations the travel would be

enormously Increased In talking with ono
of the leading rallroad managers of Cuba
I was told that the sevaral American tour-
jat asacciations wore anxlous to send par-
ties to Cuba, bot that this was discour-
aged because there was no place (o taka
care of the crowd. There are only about
& dosen hotels In Havans, and ‘thess are
genorwlly of small capacity. There I8 no
such thing as an American hotel on the
lsiangd if one excopts that at Camagusy,
which was opened last January by the

(Continued on Page Bight.) J
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tios, art, liternture, sclence are closed books
tao her, She cannot think logically about
auy of these subjlects, express herself
clearly with reference to any of them,
or take an Intellectual part In conversa-
tlons relating to them. Bhe Is, In fact,
totally disgualified to be her husband's
intellectual companion, and the nasvitable
result ls that he desplens har,'

This Is & wvery Iarge and most Inter-
esting subject to one who knows the Japa-
nesé woman, and the lewst observing for-
elgn visitor in the country ecould bring fore
ward much evidence in things he bas him-
solf seen t0 prave all that has been sald ree
garding the wickedly loose construction
of Japanese soclety; but at the Meljl
theater yesterday 1 was Introduced to ane
other side of the guestion and suw somes
“‘t"‘ I had never seen In Japan before.
Numi-ko and Takeo werd alone on the
beach., The reslism of the scene was en-
hanced by the regular washing of waves
made by & mechaniexl device behind,
Nami-ko sat on n rock under a little Shinto
shrine, weoeping bitterly, Takeo had been
ordered to join his ship and proceed to the
seat of war, and she nover expected to
poa him again. He paced up and down the
sands, assuring her that she would sdon be
well and that he would return safely to
her to enjoy o long and happy life. He sat
down beside her, but he did not touch her.

Bhe was weeping aloud In an agony of
grief, but it would have heon unseemly

from a Japanecse standpolint ‘.(’r him to
have bestowed upon her a phydical carcas.
It would have been resentad as a vulgarism,
Indeed, 0 he sut spart and wapt with her,
assuring her of his unchanging love; and
not untll he wis about to lsave d4id he so

much as put his hand upon her. Then he
put his arm over hor shoulder limply and
howled down the back of her neck in »

way that to me was intepsely funny. But I

contralled my mirth, Seeing that the sudl-

ence was In 4 state of hysterical grief,
Grief Is Geunlne,

The Meljl theater, llke all others, is
muade ke & huge egg box, in partitioned
squares about three foeot ench way, wnd into
one of these little pluces o whole family
crowds ltsell along with & tobacco-bon and
& tew pot. They all sit Aat upon the Noor,
which slopes up very slightly, and when &
theater Is full the “orchestra’ presents &
more or less entangled appearance, It belng
dificult sometimes to discover where ono
person leaves off and another begine. It
I8 not & “seething mass of humanity,” bow-
ever, for these people sit still, sit quistly
upon thelr feat, with somebody touching
thom on all four sldes for seven and
elght hours st a stroteh! Well, thin mass
of humamily was blowing Its nose and
sniffling audibly wlhen Takeo sald goodby
to Nami-ko, and [ saw several women, and
men a3 well, completely overcome and
sobbing quite frankly into their handker-
chiefs. 1 thought to mysself, If thers Is
such a complete absence of marital love
In Japan, and If séx expression Is cone
sidered “essentially Impure, benesth the
dignity of a true man,” how la it that the

(Continued on Page Eilght.)
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