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ACH recurring anniversary of the pation’s birth
seormn to bring onto higher, brighier rellef the
character, abllity and wisdom of the men who
slgned the Immortal Déclaration of Independ-

ence, The cougress of 1774, which assembled in lnde
pendence hall, I'hiladelphia, cvntalued & remsarkable
proportion of able apd distinguished wen. The eulogy
of those men can never be exhansted, The more thor
oughly we study thelr characters and lives the morae
deeply graven on every American heart will be their
genlus, virtues and sacrifices, “If we are not this day
wanting in our duty to our coumiry,” excinlmed Rich
ard Henry Lee, "the names of the Awerican legislators of
1776 will be placed by posterity at the slde of thoss of
Theseus, of Lycurgus, of Romuplug, of Numa, of the
three Willlames of Nossau and of all those whose mem
ory has been and forever will be dear to virtuous men
and good citizens.”

Popuinr knowledge of the bhirthplace, education,
pursuits and conditions of lfe of those who stood spon-
sor's at Liberty's crudle nod there plodged to each other
their Hyes, thelr fortunes and thelr sacred honor, can
pot but be Interesting amd instructive With the ex
coption of elglit who had come In youth or early man
hood, they wery native Americans. Jobn  Haneoek,
whose bold slgnature as president of the continental
congress stood alone with that of Chavles Thompson, 118
wecretary, at the foot of the fest publicution, was Yorn
In Massachusetts in 1797, He bogan We as 4 cletk in
the counting house of his uncle, At the age of 27 he in-
heritedd & fortune, which placed  him in aflluence,
Joshua Bartlett wag born In Maxsachusetis in 1720 and
was a succesful medioal pMmetitioner hefore lie enterad
publle e, Willlam Whipple was bhorn at Kittery, now
Maine, In 17350 In his youtli he followed the seiw and
later hecame a merchants gt Portsmonth, N, H. Mat
thew Thornton wis born in Treland in 1714, He was a
prominent physician,  John Adams, the champlon of
freedom, wa= born in Massachusetts in 157485, He was a
distingulshed Inwyer. Eamuel Adams was bhorn in Bos-
ton fo 1722, Intended for the Lar by his father, he he
gan Nfe, however, dg a merchant’s clerk.  Hobert Treat
Palne. born In Mpssachnsetts in 1731, hégan Iife ax a
minlster of the gospel, but soon left it for the legal pro-
fesslon

Men of Varied Occupations

Elbridge Gerty, borti at Murblehead, Mass, 1714,
educated ar Horvard, where he gradunted with oredit,
Entering into mercantile busivess, he acquired borh
reputation and property. Stephen Hopkins, born at
Scitunte, R, L, 1707; his enrly years were passed in
agricultural pursults. Later he cngaged in mercantile
business Io Providence and almos! immediately entered
into political Hfe. Willlam Ellery, born at Newport
1727, graduated at Harvird and practiced law with dis-
tinction. Roger Sherman was born at Newton, Mass,
in 1721, He began life as a shoemaker's apprentice, and,
finding himself at his father's death charged with the
support of a large family, he nobly performed his task
by following his humble trade. Struggling against
Alficulties and the want of early education; he mas.
tered all and placed himself high among the framers of
the condtitution; a porfect type of an American, a noble
example of our country’'s best production, a self-made
man. Samuel Huntington was born at Haddam, Coun.,
1732, fnd prasticed law at Norwiell when first known in
publie life, Willlam Willlams, born at Lebanon, Conn.,
in 1731, graduated at Harvard and commenced tha
study of dlvinlty with his father. He subsequently cm-
braced a mercantile career, In which he wus must sucs
cessful.  Oliver Woleott, horn at Windsor, Connp., in
1726, graduated at Yale, hegan life as a captain in the
French and Indian wars. At the peace he studled medi-
elne, but soon after entered public life. William Floyd,
born at Setauket, L. 1., wns a prosperous farmer,
Philip Livingston, born at Albany, N. Y., 1718, gradn
ated at Yale, and, In afffuent clreumstances immediately
took an active part In politics. TLewls Morris, born In
1716, at the Manor of Morrisania, which he inherited
on the decease of his father., He gradunted at Yale
and became active in polities. Although enjoying a
competency, he was a practical farmer., Francls Lewls,
born at Liandaff, Wales, in 17T13. He was educated at
Westminster, apprenticed to a London merchant, and
when of age emigrated to thls country and entered
lnto mercantile business,
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Men Who Made Possible the

‘_.'-':.f’/{’ Patriotic Partnership
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Richard Stockton, born at Princeton, N. J, 1730. Graduated at ecan of hls day. George Clymer, born in Philadelphia ln 1720, a mer-

Princeton college. Was a prominent judge, and from the position of
hiz family and fortune was freed from the carly struggle to which

chant, goldler and statesman. John Morton, born in Ridley, Pa., in
1724, wns of Swedish descent and an Intelligent, well eduecated sur-

many of his collengues were subjected. Francis Hopkinson, born in veyor. .James Swith, born in Ireland in 1720, and in 1780 emigrated
Philadelphia, In 1747, of an lufluential and dwealthy family. He was with his parents to this country; was a lawyer and active in military
a lawyer, an admiralty judge of reputation and a man of letters, Johu matters, George Taylor, born also in Ireland, in 1716. Au emigrant
Witherspoon, born at Tester, Scotland, In 1722; a descendant of Johm at 20, he was an apprentiee In iron works at Durham, Pa., and subse-
Knox. He graduated at the Uplversity of Edinburg. He was a dis- quently erccted a large iron works at Lehigh, James Wilson. born in
John Hart, u thrifty farmer of Scotland In 1742, ewdgrated to this country at 24. Begnn lifa as a

tinguished and popular preacher.
Hopewell, N. J., who, though not so well educated as others of the

New Jerser delegation, stepped
forward and Olled his place as
firmly and as consistently as
did more scholarly and influen-
tial men. Abraham Clark, born
at Blizabeth, N, J., in 1726, Too
fechle to labor, he turned his at
tention to purveying and the
study of law, but his fellow pro-
vincials early selecting him as
an object of their confidence in
public life.

Robert Morris, the financier
of the revolution, was born at
Lancashire, England, In 1733
He bhad the advantage of a Ub
eral edueation, and entering Into
mercantile life be became the
boldest and most prominent op-
erator In the country In goods,
stocks and lands. It was to his
financial skill and expedieonts as
financinl agent and the linking
of his own wealth, credit and
destiny to that of his country,
thut the sueccess of the war of
the revolution was largely due,
Bonjamin Rush was born at Ber-
berry. Pa., In 1745, gradusted at
Prizceton and after studylng
medicine in Philadelphia took his
degree of doctor of medicine at
FdAlnlmrg. He was aone of tha
most widely known physicians of
his day

Prolsmin Tmakiin, born at
Boston, Mass, In 1704, ap er
rand boy, printer, editor of n
newspaper. of almaoacs and
hooks. anthor. compller. Inven.
tor, phllosopher, economist and
amhassador. he siands easily
ahend, in the opinion of tim
world generally, as the foremost
and most widely known Ameri-

teacher and lawyer. George Ross, born nt Neweastle, Del, in 1730,

Liberally educated, he established himself In the practice of lnw at
the age of 21. Caesar Itodney, born at Dover, Del, in 1730, of English
descent. George Read, born In Maryland in 1734, of a family of lrigh
origin, possessed of wealth apd position: was prominent as a lawyer.
Thomas MeRKenan, born in 'epusylvania in 1754; lawyer and soldier,

mmortal Declaration that We Celebrate

orfgin, He was educated o Fraopes and pursined the
Btudy of law at Broges, London amd I'aris Thotnns
Stope, born I Maryland in 1746, e read lnw and en-
tered buto practice at Annapolis.  Willlanm Paca, bhorn In
Marylund fn 15380, Geadusted ar Phiblndelphin colloge;
was a4 Iawyer,  Richard Heonry Lee was born i Vi
ginla in 1T, veceived bis eduention at Wakefield, in
Yorkshire tevorge Wrythe, born In Virgnia, in 1726,
Fully preparsd by previons education, he entered the
praciiee of lnw amd ferom the test showed much ahility.

Thomas Jeflerson, born in Viegnin, In 1743, It is
ouly necessary to say (hat this, the contral figure of the
day we celebreate, webt to g rest st the age of 84, on
the anulversary of the crowning act of bis grontness,
July 4, I8gd, Jeaving bis blography as pairiot, statess
man, philosopher, author aud diploamatist written in the
memory of the people.  Thomas Nelson, jr., born In Vi
ginta o 1738, Vished Eoglaod &t 10 and gradunted at
Trinity college, Unmbridee.

Benjnmin Haveison, born in Virginla His ances.
tors woereddn Yirginla as ecacly ag 1640, the year of the
breaking out of the English  revolution which cost
Charles [ his crown,  He was eduented at the Colloge
of Willinin and Mary Uarter Braxton, born at Nows
Ington, V., 1746; was educnted also at the College of
Wilam and Mary Francis Lightfoot Lee, born In Vir-
gluin In 1784, He was earefolly educated under Rev.
Dr. Cradg. a Scottish clergyman, and, ke his brother,
Richamd Hoeney, was an o early amd consistent pateiot,
Willmm Hooper, born In Boston In 1732, graduated at
Harvard and read law e sotiled in North Carvolina
amil soon stood at the head of the bar, Joseph Hewas,
bhorn at Kingston, N. J, in 1730, of a Quaker ramily,
After studying at Princeton and pursning commereial
business in Philadelphia, at the age of 30 he sottled at
Edenton, N. O

Noted Prolessional Men

John Penn, born in Virgonla in 1741, Although his
oportuuities for education were limited, he made such
good use of hig tine 48 to be adwitted 1o the bar when
21 years of nge. Edward Rutledge, of Irish parentage,
a soldier and lawyer, born in Charleston, 1749, Thomas
Heywood, jr., born in South Caroling in 1746, was Ub-
erally edueated, and, llke John Laurens, Thomas Lyneh,
jr., and others of the sons of wealthy planters, com-
pleted his studies in  England, Thomas Lynch, jr.,
born In South  Carolina in 1749; wns educated at
Eton and at Cambridge. In 1772 he returned to South
Carolina to practice law, being deseribed as “a finished
gentleman, & thing very rare in this country at that
perlod and since””  Arthur Middleton, born In South
Carolina, 1o 1743. Educated in England at Hackney
anid Westminster schools and gradoated at Cambridge.
His earllest appearance in public was as signer of the
coloninl paper money. Lyman Hall, born in Connecticut
in 1731, entered Yale college at 18, and after taking his
degree studied medicine. On the completion of his
studies he removed to South Carolina, but the same
year located in Georgla and enteredgupon a successful
practice. Button Gwinett, born In England in 1732,
He emigrated from Rristol in 1770 to South Carolina
and two years after scttled In Georgla. Through the
influenes of Dr. Hall, it 1s sald, he became an advocate
of tho colonles. George Walton, horn in Frederick
county, Virginia, in 1740. From a carpenter’s apprene
tice, seeking knowledge In hours stolen from sleep, by
the light of a pine knot, he acquired an eminent posi-
tion In the Georgin har and on the bench.

To sum up, it will be seen that nearly one-half of
the slgners were members of the legal profession; thir-
teent of them were planters or farmers, nline were mer-
chants, five physicians, two mechanles, one a elergyman,
one # mariner and one a survevor. Many of them
were engaged in mingled pursuits and nearly all of
them ware more or less Interested in agriculture. A
conslderable majority appear to bave been professionsl
men. The youngest member of the slgners was 27, the
eldest T0 yeurs of age. The mass of the signers were
in the most vigorous season of lfe—forty-two out of
fifty-six belug between the ages of 30 and DO yewars,
The average nge In July, 1776, was 49 yenrs. To this
combination of the ardor of youth, has It been sald,
with the vigor of matured manhood and the caution of
experienced age may be ascribed the enterprise, energy
and wisdom of those counclls which elicited the eujo-
gium of Chatham, secured for & feeble people the con-

fidence of sovereignities, and founded a nation whose presence occy-
ples nearly half a bemlspbers aud whose power and Influence are felt
and respected throughout the world.

1t would be a difficult task to collect in publle life examples In
the face of danger and under tribulations, of lves so llostrious and

distinguished, it 1s sald, as the only man who served In the contipental happy. Not one of all that sacred band died with a staln upon his
congress withont Intermission durlng the whole period of the war. name. ‘The annals of the world can present no political body the lives

Samuel Chase, horn in Maryviand In 1741, read law at Annapolis and

was adwmitted to practice at 20 years of agge.

Charles Carroll of Carrollton, born in 1737 of a famlly of Irvish

of whose members, minntely traced, exhibit so much of the zeal of the

patriot, dignified by the virtues of the man. Though we have mads

The Stars and Stripes---Our Emblem of Patriotism

ATRIOTISEM has become the Dasis of & great
American industry., Because of the amazing
fucrease of patriotic sentiment in this coun-
try during the last decade the manufacture

of Americau flags has quadrupled. More than 8,000,
000 star-spangled bapners annually are made of sllk
and bunting, but these formn only a small portion of
the total number of United States fags that are born,
that live and die between January and January.

In remote farnlog districts, where ten years ago
the natiopal colors were rarsly seen, every suitable
occasion witnesess & flag display. The flag has been
added to the housebold goods from Maine to Cali-
fornia and from the Gulf of Mexico to the Canadian
line. Bo far as Individunl popularity s copcerped, it
ranks with the firecracker on Independence day, and
outranks alp else on that day of oationsl patriotic
observance, May S0,

\\;hih- the fagmakers are busy all the year, O
tobey! November, Décember and Junuary are the
strenuouns months.  Sales are greatest in the late
winter and in the spring, while the largest deliveries
are In April, May asod June, June belng known as
the smallest month of the three, The greatest de-
mand Is from the New Englapd, central sud western
states, the latter being by far the largest consumers,
Peapsylvania leads all other stites In the number and
cost of flags purchased

Owpe of the wore lnteresting facts ln conuection
with the making sod sale of the American fag s
that each year shows Memoilul day, May 30, to b
growing lo popularity, 1t I8 the stropgth of the Me-
morfal day splrit iu Pennsylvanin, for jnstapce, that
places that state at the head of the flag purchasing
rolumn. The tiny flugs that sonually make Arling-
ton cemetery aff Washington, where so miny thou
sand soldlers sleep, almost gorgeous, is most in evi
dence, The 6310 feet banner s markedly in favor at

’

this time, however, ana smaller flags of wuslin and
silk are used in large numbers,

During the last fifteen years July 4 has slowly
been giving way to May 80, so far as the demand for
flags 18 concerned. Not that the apirit of patelutisin
us regards londependence day ls lessening, but that
each years sees the number of soldlers’ graves in-
creasing and a consequent additlon of interest to Me-
morial day. The Spanish-Awmerican war seems to
strengthen the popular desire to ohzerve May 30,

Up to 1808 flag sentlment seemed sleeplng, With
the outbreak of the Spanish-American war came B
change. Not only were more flags wanted, but the
demand for better materials grew apace. Where, for
Instance, the tiny paper flags had been used for din-
ner favors, silk fAags were soyght. Graduoally this
feeling has extended, votil the sk and the wool bunt-
ing fngs are clief in favor, the mwost popular of the
lnrger flags being 5x8 and 6x10 feet. The tendency
is toward & long fAag, for the economical resson that
when the end of such a banner has bLeen whipped
Into rags by the wind, it can be cot off, bLemmed over,
and remain in proporton.

The government #ings, of which there are many
different varieties, are exclusively of silk and of wool
bunting. The sizes wost In use are 4% x8 and Hx14
feet. More flags are made for the army than for
the pavy, but the quality of the lutter averages
higher. The flags flown by the eruiser Olympia
when, as Admiral Deweys's flagship, It led the mem-
orahle” parade In the Hudson river at New York ity
in 18, were perbaps as Ane silken specimens of the
Magmaker's urt a8 ever existed. '

The government makes sowe of its flags o s
factory at the Brooklyn navy yard, but the majority
are from private establishmeuts, 1o fact, 85 per ecent
of the apnual output of United States fags is made
in New York Oity, although the western factories

have galned in the last five years.

Throughout the western states the (endency
towdrd & more enthusiastic observance of all patri-
otic occaslons 1s rapidly growlog, Most active among
the observers of Independence duy, 8o far as the flag
demand Indlcates, are foreign-born citizens, the ma-
Jority of whom came to thls country n the stecrage.
This Is especlally noticeable In the grain growing
states—in Minnescta, the Dakotas, Nebraska—and
then through the southwest, whose vast stretches of
virgin sofl, touched by the magic wand of Irrigation,
bave withiln the last three years put forth crops that
have glven cause for rejolcing. These huge Crops
apparently have stimulated the flag demand, and the
flag distributing houses In Chicago, St Loula and
Kanens City bave thls year sent out 25 per cent more
flags than ever before. It would seem, therefore,
viewed from the flag sale standpoint, that the ma-
Jorlty of hmmigrants not coly really sdopt this coun-
iry as their own, but deeelop a genulne =plrit of L]
trlotlsm, oue form of wauich Is a lavish display of the
nation’s fing

Making the Awerican flag 18 the waork of skilled
labor. Girls and women slone possess the degree of
Abllity required to obtaln best results.  Only 1he
heaviest gad least complicated features of the work
fall to the men, First, the steipes are eut from huge
rolls of red or white slik or bunting, Then ther are
basted together und later turned over to girls opernt.
Ing sewing machines that stiteh ut the rate of 2,400
stitenes a minute. The lock-sthich 18 used, and the
thread fed from spools, ench holding 24,000 yards,

The strines stitched together, the flag is ready to
receive the unlon, HRed is the predominant color fn
A flag. The union Is the hiue field which apyears In
the left upper corner of a fiag, and {t containe foriy
five stars, one for each state, Bk flag stars are of
embroldered silk. On wool buming flags they are of
muslin. The union Keelf is of the same materinl as

the body of the flag. A star {s balf the width of the
siripa of the flag containing it

Muslin stars are cut out by machinery at the
rate of 3,000 an hour. Ewbroldered stars are cut out
in block form by the use of dies, sewing machives be-
ing utilized for the ewbrolderiug process. Thesa
stars are fve-pointed, each point belug precisely like
Its fellow, No bhand can becowe g0 skilled as to
make one point the eounterpart of aunother, so the
dles, which never err, are used,

The muslin from which the stars are cut out is
folded In forty-five thicknesses and placed beneath a
die attached to a press operated Ly foot power. A
sharp pressure of the treadle brings the die down
upon the eloth with such force that the sharp steel
cuts as cleguly as o surgeou's knife,

After the basting threads aud stray pleces of silk
and wonl are removed the unlons are placed o posl-
tlon,  T'wo unlous are required for ciel flag. one on
either side. The flag then passes to the funlshers,
who head it—that §s, sew stroug canvas bunds across
the headings. In the corners of these bands are
placed grommets or eyelets. Buech flags are not at.
tached 1o stafls, If the flags are meanl for the stafr
they are not grommetsd

I addition to the flags made in the fashion de-
seribed, milllons of primed Oags are manufactured
every year, If the wmaterial usad i85 cotton or sllk,
the flage are printed from copper rollers, In the siine
fashion that print goods nre coreated Muslin Hags
and those of paper ara printed on an ordinary evlin
der press, from lron blocks nod beavy electroty pes

It is plaln that flag making holde a place wmonge
the great industries of the Unlted States, and that it
I certaln to extend In exact proportion with the
growth of the national parriotic spleit It really
stands, howerer, in a ¢lass by liself, for It s the anly
industry whose growth., prosperity and position find
patriotiam their sole hasia,—Pearson,

some departuress from the slmplicity and honest zeal for the welfare

of the pation whlch existed in
those days, chiedy, perhaps, by
the mwore general distribution of
wenlth and consequent growth
of luxury aud extravagance,
though some wen delegated
with power have forgot right,
that many have pursued thelr
own interested views to the det
riment of thelr country and cor
ruption has prevalled, our fath.
ers left to us with this birth-
right of liberty a corrective
which ne other people posscases,
In the force of publle opinion,
in the freedom of the press and
in the power of the ballot
These are blessings never suf.
clently to be esteemoed—the day
is bhappy for calling thewn to re
membrance. Let ench Ameriean
today renew within his heart the
pledge glven by the men of
17714, to the principles which
they established; cement Uls
frith to the constitvtion whizh
they and thelr tampatriots
erected and consecrated.  Then
shall oonr land take s proper
place among the nations of the
earth; then shall gather arouwnd
Its aliny cunsncipated milllions:
then shall Be instimilous rest on
polltieal  truis. had viug Pheabi
maornls and private worth for 1ts
e, aud from now 1o the pree
matest end of time it shall pro-
clafmm 40 the world the soulin.
fpiving theme that all men are
erented free and equal and en-
dowad by thelr Croator with esr.
tain naturnl and  ifonnlienahbls
rights, among which are life,
Iiherty and the pursult of hap-
piness.



