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WHEN OUT OF TOWN.
Subseribers leaving the elly tems
porarily should have The Bee
malled to them. It is betier than
n daily letter from home. Ad-
deeas will be changed us often as
reguesied.
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If the pressure on Japan becounies top

strong that natlon may have to prove its |

elasticity rather than lose the fruits of
victory,

There are perhaps not so many looss
planks in Owaba sidewalks as there used
to be, but there are stll more than there
ought to be.

e

Grover Cleveland, as au Equitable

trustee, has an excellent opportunity to

exemplify and enlarge upon his deas of |

publie offices nnd public trusts.
e ——————— e

‘Missourl radlronds nee to test the max-
imum freight rate law. If those rates
run the gauntlet the Missourl law will
be of special Interest to Nebraska when
our legislature meets.

If Japanese and Hussinn statesmen
fear It will be too bot In Washington
to talk peace they might retire In favor
of thelr army gengrals, who have been
nccustomed to hot places,

There I8 no excuse for any able-bodled
mechanle to Le Idle In Omahn this sen-
son. And steady employment for wage-
workers should be reflected In every
branch of local trade and industry.

l

Sinee there were no delogntes present
at the popullst congresslonnl convention
called to meet at Lincoln there ts teason
to belleve that the eampaign sgalnst the
nse of passes I8 having some effect.

e i

Secretary Taft's idea of the race prob-
lem seems to be a square denl for ali
men, which Is the ultdmate solutlon of
the question, but unfortunately the sec-
retury ralle to tell just how to get it

e ettt e ettt

Now Booker T. Wushlugton says:

“There 18 no disgrace In being a cook, |
* but there Is eternal disgrace In belug a

poor cook." And bhe might huve added
there 18 nlso eternal indigestion ln the
output.

In declding to congratulate the king
of Bweden on the marrlage of his grand.
son the Norweginn Btorthing evidently
wants to show that brothers can dwell
In peace and unity without eating at the
same tuble,

Rallrcads In Illools admit that they
hive two standards of value, one for fix-
ing rates and the other for purposes of
taxation. While in other states they
may not admit this openly the situation
is the same.

EEETT—
Mliwaukee business men have organ-
fxed 2 comsumers' league whose mem-
bers are all bound to patronlze home
Industry, Including, of course, Miiwau-
kee's uncorked beverages, The Milwau.
kee ldea is suggestive,

|

With Japan taking steps to adopt the
Roman alphabet it offers unpuralleled
epportunity for the champions of pho-
netie spelfing. Here s where the Eng-
lish language con be given a rest uuthl
the Idea 18 tried on the orlent.

|

The lubor unlons of SBouth Omahs nre
to be reorganized. But the horuy $anded
grafters who make merchandise out of
the workiug moen's votes do not need re-
orgaulzation. They nre always nn hand,
lo season and out of senson, ready to do
boslness.

—_—————

The State Assoclotion of Nebraskn
Postmosters has declded to hold its next
anuual ronpdup st Omaha, but not with-
out serious oppositfon. | In coming to
Omuba the Nebraska Nasbys will have
to forego the plessure of a free trolley
car ride to the Insune asylum aud the
realtentinry

ANOTHER RAILWAY CUMBINATION

An associntion of recelvers nod ship
perd’ at Clncinnatt bas  petitioned  the
Deprtment of Justice ta institute pro-
the Inw
agniust the Southern Rallway compuny
mid the Atiantie "Const Line cowmpmny,
which are alleged W exerciie o
trolling ownership over eompeting rail
tonds 1o thelr terrjtory and to be work
together under n il
rnte aRgreement It Is urged by the petl
tiomers that this brings them under the
rallng judicinily Inid down in the North
ern Securities While the
are ot identical there I8 certalnly some
nunlogy between them. The petition
declares that a combination ownlng or
coutrolling rallronds leading from nll
the principal gateways, and from all
directions of the compnss, Into o com-
mon  territory of destinntion, has the
power to restrain trade as effectually us
does a8 combination which of
two parallel and competing roads, nnd
it nsks that proceedings be tuken for in-
Junctions ugninst the deslgnated rail-
way companles, forbldding them to ac-
quire further stock In rallronds |n south
orn territory or to vote that which they
now hold or In any way to exerelse con-
trol, direction, supervislon or Influence
over the subsidinry companies. Other
combinntions or agreements are nlleged
and It 1s complained that in these there
I8 diseriminntion sgninst the worthern
and western states and In favor of the
enstern iu thelr trade relutions
with the southern states, (o the serious
dnmage of the commercinl interesis of
the frst unmed states,

The allegutions amd arguments of ihe
petition appear plausible, but according
to the view of sgome If the request of
the petitioners should e carried out the
result would be revolutionary, o familiar
objection to every effort to put an end
to rallroad combindtions and the conse-
quent suppression of competition, As
soon as a movemeht of this character is

e ings under wontl-trust
LA E

ing Classifiention
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|
started a cry Is ralsed that the whole

rallway system of the country Is threat-
efied with demornlization and disovgnn-
Ization and that the Inevitable result
must be disaster to the business Inter-
ests of the country, This wns =0 when
procecdings were Instituted ngninst the
transmissourl and the joint traMe as-
soclations and again In the Northern
Securities, In all these cases it was
urged that If the deciklons weore adverse
to the ngreements there would ensue
conditions that would bring hardship
to every industrinl and commercial in
terest. Experience has shown the fal-
liey of such predictions.

The combination or agrecment of the

southeastern ronds, sccording. to the
facts and statements set forth In the
Cincinnati  petition, appears to  be

plulnly In violation of the anti-trust law.
Assuming the allegntions made to he
correct, the combination of the rallronds
refervred to I8 clearly in restraint of
trade and commerce ainong the states
and I8 subject to the same rale that
was applied agaldst the " trnndmissonrt
and joint traMe agretments,
#lsp involved In it unlawful diserimina-
tion, The matter is manifestly Impor-
tant and calls for eareful investigition
on the part of the federal authoritios,
which It is safe to say will be given It
AS8  now presented  the country has
known ne rallway combinatlon more
formldable or dangerous than this,

TAFT ON EXCLUSION.

Following close upon the aunounce-
ment  that  President Hoosevelt  had
tuken up for consideration the subject
of Chinese exclusion, with particular
reference to the harsh enforcement of
the law, and the discussion of the mat-
ter by the cabinet, the utternnee of See.
retnry Taft regarding the subject Is
most significant.  Assuming that the
secretary voiced the sentiment of the
ndministration, which there |Is overy
reason to believe was the case, the
country may expect from the president
a decided stand ngainst the harsh cotirse
that has been pursued toward Chinese
merchnnts, students and travelers who
have come to this country and a de-
termined effort to have the offeusive
policy changed,

Secretary Tuft was very plain and
explicit in bis treatment of this subject.
The course In subjecting Chinese -mer-
chants, students and travelers to the
sume sort of examination that is given
eoolles he characterized ns humiliating
and insulting, and he put some VOTY -
tinent questions suggested by the com-
mercinl point of view., The dtterance
of the secretary of war, than whom no
one In the administration Is more in the
coufidence of the presldent, carries with
It the nssarance that the administration
disapproves of the severity with which
the exclusion Inw has been enforeed nnd
glves to the subject 8 more commanding
imporanece than it has . hitherto Pos-
sessed. It makes evident the faet that
the appenl of Ameriean manufasturers
and exporters to Mr. Roosevelt has had
the desgired effect.

* WASHINGTON SELECTED

The selectlon of Washington vity as
the place of meeting of the Russinn and
dupanese peace plenipotentiaries will
gratify the Amerlenn, people, who will
quite naturnlly rvegard It as sdditional
evidence of the high esteen in which
the Unlted States is held abyroad. In
ugveeing w hold the conference Iln Wash-
lugton the bostile powers oxpress con-
fidence thet at our national capitol there
will be no outside Infuence to luterfere
with or embarrass the dellberations of
their representatives and that so far ps
the government Is concerned they will
be treated with absolute fmpartinlity.

It Is now pointed out that it may be
# couple of monthe before the meeting
of the plenipotentiaries, assuming that
the remalning detalls will be adjusted
In due course, by which tlme the very
hot season will be abowt over. It Is
further suggested that fu the event of
the conferance meeting sooner than is
at preseat expected it might adjourn o
sOma summer resort aud esrry an its de-
liberations wati) the westher at Wasl-
ington should becowme comfortable. This

There s
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rather
the

detall helng =ettled
preliminary to  the
Pence plenlpotentiaries

Important

other matters
mesting of the
It I8 expected will e disposedd of with
out any serious difiealfy, It = true
there I8 the possibility of diffevences ns
o somwe of the other detalle, but nx both
powers ard thus far showing good fulih
there nppents toe e no reazon for njy
prebiending any serious hiteh in the
rangements. s\ There o
shndow of pessimism in some quarters
but very generally the feeling 18 that
ull the preliminaries will soou ar-
ringed wnd the
conference take place within a renson-
nble time.
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A BELATED EYE OPENER-

Taxpaylng citizens of South Omaha,
and especially howe owners, are gradu-
ally becoming Impressed with the fact
that they have been fleeced and mis
governed by democratic grafters, repub-
Hean grafters dod grafters who dre not
especiully particular to what party they
It 18 n matter of notorlety that
public office In South Omaba, by what-
ever party, wlways regurded ns o
private giuap. Municipal franchises, con-
cesslons, contraets or privileges of all
Kinds have been bought and sold almost
in the open, The Inte president of the
Unlon Pacifie, Mr, Burt, once sald that
his road could not get a right-of-way or
switeh privilege in South Omnha without
belng  held up, whatever the politiend
caomplexion of the clty government and
council might But the men who
exnct this tribute pever share their loot
with the taxpuyers

To be sure the tinancial exhibit made
by the city treasurer shows well on its
face, We are told there is to be no over-
Inp this year, but we are not told that
repeated overlaps hnve been funded and
bonis have been Issued benring & and 6
per cent interest to make good the
periodile shortiges cnused by grafters
and jobbers.

In round numbers, South Omaha pays
300,000 4 yenr for its wunicipal and
school government. Close to one-half of
this amount 18 absolutely wasted. This
dots not tike Into secount the expendi-
ture for paving and other improvements
for which bouds are being issued, nor
does It represent the fixed charges that
will huve to be added to the ordinary
thixes to meet the interest on proposed
bomd  Issues for parks, city ball and
rewernge. The proposed new bond Issues
nlgo represent graft in varlous forms.
There s graft imminent in the purchase
of lots and park lands, graft in sewer
contracts, and, last but not least, graft
in the sale of the bonds.

No wonder South Omaha taxpayers are
not pleased with the outlook and many
of them who last winter trooped to the
state eapital with a brass band to re-
monstrate agninst the enactment of the
Inw that would have enabled the people
of South Omaha to siy wWhether they
wanted to continue or terminate thelr
extravagnnee and wasteful loeal govern-
meént now Wish they had &8 ved at home.

e e s et .

Among the LaFollette " reform  bills
that will become part of the Wisconsin
stutute in the near future is the act
banlshing professional lobbyists. The
measure makes it unlawful for any per-
son employed for a pecunlory remuners-
tion to act as legislutive couusel or ngent
to attempt personally to influence any
member of the legisinture to vote for or
agnlnst any measure then pending
therein otherwise than by appearing be-
fore the regular committee when In ses.
slon, or by newspaper articles, public
addresses, or printed and written state-
moents, arguments or briefs delivered to
each meniber of the leglslature. The
bill further provides that twenty-five
coples of any such statement must be
filed with the secretary of state before
being distributed among the wembers of
the legislature. If such & bill were
enacted in Nebraska the corporation pay

rolls would be materially reduced.
R

helong,

18

T,

Judging from the protests made to the
County Board of Equalization, there has
been a general ghrinkage in the volume
of merchandise and bank deposits and in
the value of real estnte and personal
property in this elty and county within
the past twelve months, The marked
luerease In the volome of Omaha bank
deposits can therefore be accounted for
only on the theory that Omaha hag Le-
come n general depository for outsiders,
while the fusiders have transferred thelr
bainnces to the wrong slde of the ledger,
Whether this extraordinary shreinkage of
assets corresponds with the reports to
the commercial agencles has not yeot been
divulged. Possibly the protesting tux-
piayers of Omaha, like the rallroads of
[linols, are keeping double entry books—
one entry for the tnx assessor, the other
entry for Dun and Bradstreet,

Mandamus proceadings have begun be-
fore the supreme court to compel the
outgoelng clty counvll of Lincoln to cun-
vass the voles and Issue certificates of
election to the lncoming members of the
gity council, If an Omaba council Lind
made sucli o spectacle of ftself what #
roar the organs of the law and order
element of Linceln would bave emitted
about Omuhu's political depravity

—-—
———

Dewocrats of the First Nebraska dis-
trict profess to have unenrthed a ray of
hope that they wmsy capture the con-
gresslonal vacaney created by the pro-
motion of Benator Burkett, On what
the ray of hope Is founded, however, they
will refuse to divulge untll after the
election returns are n, with tidings of
the usual republican majority,

Theve is danger that the appropriation
made for the rehabllitation of Fort
Omaha may lupse before the 1st of July
unless the military red tape can be cut
in several places. There I8 one consola-
tion, however—the contracts for the pew
band stand and fagstaff will be let,

come what may.
————— b ——

The raliroad tax bureauerats are again
trying to make capital ont of the asser.
tion that the rallroads are the oue class

{

%

]
meeting of the poace

—_—

of taxpuyers who alwass pay promptly
evory dollar of taxes assesaed agalnst
them, whether state, county.
municipal,  Better ring off on this lne,
The records right here at Omaba show
altogether too mnny cases of raliroad
taes fought o the last diteh or
sottld on compromises other tax-
il'n}‘l'r‘! would have bheen able to exnct

school or

o

no

Having corralied thiree out of five of
'Hw moembers of the State Board of As
sessment, John X, Baldwin has departed
| for the seashore on his annual vacation,
perfectly serene and confident that last
year's Unlon Pacific sssessment  will
stind this year, although Inst year's
il'ninn Pacific net earniugs show an in
crease of more than 20 per cent over the
preceding year.

e ———

It will take more thun the retirement
of Mr. Harmon from the cnse to make
the American people believe that the
present adiinistration desires to strike
violators of the anti-trust laws with a
feather. They will remember that Mr,
| Harmon, as attorney general, once had
an opportunity to enforee much the
sume laws himself awl did nothing.

A Melancholy Reminder,
Baltimors Ameriean,

The monument to the dead of the flocum
disanter Is shortly to be unvelled. Hut Jus-
tice as yet has taken no decisive step to
miake another such monument Impossible.

Just for a Change.
Washington Post
It would be almost worth while to have
the Japs lose a fight, just to see how the
commander would handle that “virtue of
the emperor” proposition in his official re
port.

No Rest for the Widked,

Brooklyn Engle.
Tralns are now being Atted with wire-
less telegraph mnchines. 8o = ships, 8o

are automoblies, Bo are pedostrians. Qreat
Scott! I there (o be no hiding place left
Lo quiet folks when they go off on & vaca-
ton?

“They Have the Money,"
Pittsburg Dispatch

Those 1llinols and Nebraska fariners who
threaten to go after the boef nombination
by building a puncking house In Chicaga and
entering the business shows the extent of
present-day prosperity. The eapital of the
concern {8 to be a milllon and a half, and
they have the money,

Stepping Stones to Succoean,
Fhiladelphin Record,

Not many persons have had Mr. Paul
Morton's privilege of choosing bhetween
S10.M0 joba. Tt I8 a common thing to wirn
young men to keep out of the public serv-
fee, but Mr. Morton, Mr. Cortelyou and
Colonel Lamont, besldes a cansiderable st
of assistant secretaries of the treasury and
comptrollers of the currency, have loat
nothing by it

Chasing the Landgrabbers,
Springficld Republican,

Lawyer Heney of Ban Franelsco, the spe-
elal government land fraud lassolst, has
discovered a bunch of land fauds In Call-
fornia that promises to match the Oregon
collection.  Becretary Hitchoock will be
kept busy for somel time to come chasing
the rascals. And it'is likely that he will
chare them to_J “}utore they chase him
out of the cablh : .

Warse Thien Barglary,
Phllndt-mhlu Record.

Ten years In the penitentiary Is an awful
sentence for 1 man who has been wealthy,
respeoted, influential and a financial power
In the community, but it wns not a day too
much for the defaulting president of the
First Natlonal bank of Milwaukee., An
much or more {8 not infrequently imposed
upon & common criminal, whom nobody
would trust and of whom very llttle could
be expected Dofaleution and embexslo-
ment are more serious offenses, and mote
shocking to the moral sense, than burglury.

Seraplng Off the Barnaclen,
Chicago Chronicle.

Opinlons may Aiffer a=s o the extent of
the regeneration that will ba wrought In
the Equitable soclety by the change In
management, but it is plain that the so-
clety will profit by the retirement of seve
eral well known figures upon whom publle
aitantlon has been centered for the last
three months. These gentlemen had clearly
lost the confldence of the polley holdera
and thelr retirement was lodispensable to
the rehabliitation of the company. ‘The
new management may very well profit by
avolding the mistakes of the old

ANOTHER ROOSEVELT TRIUMPH,

Peace Overtures Inerease the Prestige
of the Natlon,
Knansias City 8tar (Ind.).

Presjdent Roosevelt's administration,
which began brilllantly and has been
fraught with achievement, continges to add
distinetion and credit to the remarksble
man who firat became an occupant of the
White House by accident, butl was returned
to It by an unprecedented majority of the
American voters

The president has done greater things
than to bring Russia and Japan into an
ngreement Lo negotiate peace, but probably
no other act of his life has attracied such
world-wide sttention or brought him such
general admiration and good wilt'  The
war which now seems at an end was an
inevitable confilct, considering the charac-
tor and temper of the nations engaged and
the Issues that provoked hostillties: vet ft
was strangely Incongrucus with present-doy
enlightenment, with the peace sentiment of
the world and with the progress of Clris.
tUanity. But even the strongest friends of
peace seomed to understand that blood
alone could establish permanent and PERCE-
ful relations In the far east. The powers
|r0uld do littie to prevent hostilitles. But
the United States, through President Roose-
|\'|-|{ and Baoretary Hay, enlisted the efforts
of other natlons to Hmit the zone of War,
!und this act alone lessened the horrors and
the demorslizgation incldent to the confllet,
and certalnly helped 1o husten the end

The action of the president following the
gEreat naval battle In which Russia's sea
power was destroyed, displayed such an
intimate knowledge of the true conditions
of both powers, such an understanding of
the attltude of other nations Interested in
restoring peace, and such a fine grasp of
the diplomatio resources avallable in bring-
ing the nations together, that he must be
mted as a diplomatist of the firet order
His course also revealed the fact that In
the midst of other duties and distractions
he had held this subject as ong of vast
importance and personsl responsibility, and
Win conmantly prepared to make the right
move At the right time. The foresight,
capacity and skill of President FRoosevelt
has resulted In another great personal tri-
umph and In another credit to the United
Blates on the wide of International tran-
quitiity.

A great president adds immeasurably to
the strength &od prestige of the nation.
The people had a correct Intultlon as to
the quality of Theodore Roosevelt even be-
fore he becsune thelr chief magistrate, and
thay were never mislad by partisan and
factional reflection on his political “safety’
and Vseaily,"

l

AN ASTOUNDING DECISION,
Despotic Power Vosted In
tlon OMeinls,
Baltimore News
Astounding s the only word properly o
charncterize the reoent ded iplon of the mu-
preme court of the United States In & case
excluding a man of Chinese purentage who
5 & patural We
Wish to express an opinion on the technioal

Ilmmigra.

born American do not

merits of the cnwe The fadt that three
Juiges of the court—Justices Jirewoer, Pocke
ham and Dny—eniphatically dissented indi-
oates thnt the luw was pnot all UMM O
mhile This makes stll more extrnordinary
the view of the nujority of the court A
native horn American citizen made & visit
te Ching, the fatherland of his parenis.
Un his return 1o Amerion he was held up
by the Immigration ofMcinls 4t San Frati-

cisco and denjed admittance (o the United
States, On & writ of habeas corpus the
federal district court In 8an Francisco de-
clded that the man excluded, having been
born In Ameriesn, was a citlsen of the
United States and therefore entitled to ad-
mittance. Appealed by the immigration au
thorities through the elroult court of ap-
peals w the mupreme courl, the latter
nugust tribunal decided that since &
stntute of congress, passed on August 18,
I¥4, provides that the decision of the
proper Immigrition oMeer excluding a Chi-
nese wllen s Anal, there can be no ndiuii-
cation of the question of cltizenship by the
courts and relief canot be had through the
writ of habeas corpus. In other words, an
oMeer of the United Stutes government ap-
pointed by the presldent In o ministerial
position has Implisdly conferred upon him
through an act of congrens supreme Judie
el power under whiclh he can  himself
charge i citizen of the United Stites com-
Ing back to his own country with belng an
alien, sentencs the cltizen to evoriasting
banlshment, and the citizen hik no remedy
whatever but to submit to the ignominlous
punishiment This supreme Judicial power
overrides article coxl, sectlon 2, of (b
constitution, guaranieelng (rinl by fury
and the N0th nmendment, as to due process
of Inw, und supersedes the writ of habeas
corpus

By the rules under which thig miniaterial
despot with extraordinary judiclal POwWErs
Is pefmitted to act he may deprive the per-
EOn dceusd of being an sllen of communl-
cation with any person except an officer
of the United States. He Is examined In
private and only the witnesses chosen by
the immigration oMeer are heard. Nelther
attorney nor friend can be present. If ex-
clusion Is the sentence. then the appeal to
other Immigration oMoers, If made, must
be prepared and on the way to Whashing-
ton within three days. The burden of proof
Is uptin the person excluded, and he has no
Fight to summon distant witnesses ns to his
birth or citlzenship. Thiz (s what Justice
Brewer, In his dissenting opinion, says of
the proescding:

“If this be not n stur chamber proceed-
Ing of the most stringent =ort, what more
Is needad to make It one? T do not soe
how anyone can read these rules and hold
thut they constitute dus process of lnw for
the arrest and deportation of a cltizen of
the United States”

hiks

FRATERNAL INSURANCE RATES,

Royal Arcanom Ralse Provokes Sharp
Critleinm,
MNew York Commerclal,

The present revolt among members of the
Royal Arcanum agalnst the supreme coun-
cil's recent order advancing the rates of
assessmient Insurnnce wns to have been ex-
pected, It was only a matter of Ume when
those In control of thiy department of the
fraternity would discover that its life in-
surance system was established on an erro-
neous idea and therefore has a defective
basis. The Royul Arcanum has probahly
conducted s life (nsurance scheme as well
as, If not better than most of the fraternal
orders making a specialty of this sort of
thing: but the very fact that it has been
forced at least twice within the last decade
to materinlly advance the assessment ratos
In order to prevent fts Insurance system
from collapsing s the best proof In the
world that the prospective beneficlnries are
belng bled, and must continue to be bled,
for the purpose of keeping the business
alive and solvent, In 1888 when the rates
were last Incroased and an ‘emergency
fund"” of $2,0,000 was crested, 1t was prome-
Ised  distinctly that the 315,00 members
waould never have the rates Increased again;
but now men in the &-year-old class must
pay $16.08 per month for 82,00 of Insuranoe—
an advance of §5.08 per month from thelr
previous rate, or almost 3 per cent—and
they are the very ones who have besn pay-
ing out assessmenis at the highest rates
and througlh the longest perlods. “'It has
taken us twenty-elght years,” says one of
the councll, “to find oul that we were
doing business on a basis on which no in-
surance business can be conducted and sur-
vive That confession I8 quite enough to
condemn the management of the system
even If this Intest change In It will malntaln
its solvency,

PERSONAL NOTES,

It Henry James could Induce the high
school graduuts to cut “elegant” out of
her vocabulary his visit would not have
bean In vidn,

Joseph H. Coomes, one of eight con-
federate soldiers who orgnniged the famous
Ku-Kiux Klan, while prisoners of war at
Rock Isiand, L., died ut Norfolk, Va., on
Baturday.

A veterinary surgeon In Garnett, Kan., I§
obedience to the wishes of his patrony
shuved off his whinkers, declaring he would
#o anything to accommopdate them excepl Lo
stop chewing tobaoco.

Russian liberals, it Is reported, are de-
lghted that Pobiedonostzeff has suMofently
recoverad hiv health to go abroad. "That
Hustrious personage can Interpret the oo
pliment any way hoe ploases

The Postal department, has discovered =
shortage In the accounts of a Wisconasin
postmistress. Lapses of this kind are =0
Infrequent as Lo call attentlon to the re-
markabloe honesty of business women.

it 18 told of Oliver Wendell Holmes that
after many futlie attempls to propose to
the lady of his ¢holoe his courage falled.
They wern walking one pleasant afternoon
on Boston common and, coming to where
the path separated, ho asked: “Which path

shall we take?' *“This one,” she replied,
turning toward It. “For lWfe?' he anaked.
And she said YYes"

Benator Lodge frequently visited a certaln
lunch room tn Washington which membern
of both Wousus Of congress were wont to
patronize. On one occaslon, Mnding his
usual seat occupled, he chose one at ane
olther table, where, ans it happonsd, a new
man had been Installed as walter. “Bring
me a plecs of Washington ple and & glass
of milk,” sald the penator. In & few min-
utes the darky returned bearing s plece of
chocolate ple whereupon the senator sald:
1 want George Washington, not Booker."

Jobn Meiln, who owns a little hotel ad-
Yining the country esiate of John D.
Rockeleller at Tarrytown, N, Y., has ad.
vertised hi® place for sale. It Is belisved
that since Mr. Rockefelinr has bhought up
the lttle village where the salnon
s, Malin's business has been  ruined.
Beveral years ngo Mr Rockefeller
endeavored to buy the hotel as he
did not want liquor wsold In the wvi-
etnity of his place. Mr. Melin refused 1o
part with his hotel. Now Mr. Rockefeller
is going to wipe out the village of Briggs-
ville and transform It iote an artificial
laks.

|
]

OUR LETTER BOX

Pasl Morion,

OMAHMHA, June I6—To the Editor of The
Bea: 1 should hope that it will not be dis-
agreeable o the people of the state to be
teminded that Paul Morton bears a name
and smbodies 1 memory which has heen
held In high esteam and honor in this state
and in the country for a genernilon. J. Bter
ling Mortan. his father, and Carrie Fronch
Morton, his mother, a "very quesn amons
wonen murk | thelr distinguished  son
An & distinctly Nebrasaka product, although |
for the greater safety and comfort of his
mother In our ploneer period, Paul was
born In Detrolt, In fact and in truth he is
A native of our state, and in all Its manly
productione no man, living or dead, has
avor reflected upon [t more hinor than he
hns done, DPeaply do 1 rogret the fallure of
the press of thin city and state to glve voico
to the pride which all imen and women who
live here ought to have in the prizes he hns
won at middle-age In the unequal struggle
of Iife which has alreads secuted to him &
great eareer, and which Is full of promise

for still higher Achievemonts In the paths
of usefulness and honor. 1 am sorry that
the people of Nebraska and Omanha have

had no opportunity to see, know and Justly
measure the splendid character, ability and
sheer goodness of heart and greathess of
hond of the wecond son of J. Sterling and
Carrlsa Fronch Morton, who stands fore-
most in the unbounded confidence wnd afl-
fection of the greatest president who evor
pregided over the destinles of this nation
eave two, since the days of the fathers of
the republle

Mr, Joo' Pulltzer and other politfical rep-
tiles may seck to hiacken the name and
tedr down the character of Paul Morton
because of a technicnl violation of the law
under his general orders by a subordipnates
during his service on the Banta -Fe In
Eard to rebates. I was (o Paul Morton's
everinsting credit that he feankly confessnd
the fact and explained the amonll matier
about which the 'ORryans And the O Pu-
Itzers, and other political patriots and
dancing dervishes, are howling themselves
hoarss, Not a centime of money was in-
volved in the case to any company or nny-
boady. The Incldent occurred from a provi
ous competition between the Santa Fe and
its rivals for wvolume of business. These
rivals were violating the law every min-
ute, and Mr. Morton's subordinate met the
prossure. And that's all there (8 abhout It
President Roosevelt knows eovery fact in
the case that has caused such a roar of
hypocritical Indlgnation In  ecertain high
quarters in which malignant enemies of the
president are hiding' It Is not Panul Mor-
tonn 80 muech as It In Theodore Roossyvelt
that these nolsy gentlemen are after, wul.
though 1 freely admit that the perversas and
the envious have been busy In the samo
outrageous attempt to strike down this
mastérful and phenomensal man who ls Ne-
braska's own  boy.

Paul Morton s belng tossed about from
eminence to eminencs of distinetion In na-
tional affairs and in the control of vast In-
teresta In A& way (o make other men dizzy.
But, my personal word for it, it will not
maoke Paul Morton dizsy. Honest, keen,
able, six feet two in his low-heeled slippers,
blg-headed, big-hearted, finely proportioned,
and in all respects a superb personality,
Paul Morton has a grasp of affalrs and a
capacity for labor which are not surpassed
by any other man now living In our coun-
try. Tt Is a misfortune perhaps (perhaps
not) that he never saw the schools, A
horney-handed farmer boy, at the tender
age of 10 years, milklng cows before day-
light In the eold winter months, and doing
the work about the home that 1s ususl and
continuous, at the still tender age of 15 he
whs sent out Into the world as a self-de-
pendent bread-winner, in the service of the
Burlington rallroad. Evervhody knows the
rest of the story of this remarkable 1ife.

GEORGE L. MILLER.

The New Ilconeclasm,

LINCOLN, Neb., June 14.—To the Elitor
of The Bee: John I. Webster In his ad-
drese before the Phl Beta Kappa socisty
Tuesday went somewhat out of his way to
deénl the ancient past some telling blows,
17e Informed that scholayvly soclet;y that
Greek olvillzgation In génerdl and {deeck
Mternture in particular were greatly over-
estimated by those people “whose mindas
had been so long shut up In the cloivtered
seclusion of Ubraries.” The enthusinem of
the philo-Hellenlst |s utterly misplaced, for
“when the plaln and full truth Is told, the
Greeks wero almonst & semi-barbarous peo-
ple.” This la interesting If true, and Mr.
Wehster appears definltely to settle tha
matter when he adds With a Judlcjal alr:
“No Impartinl and unprejudiced reader of
Greek history can consclentiously say
otherwise.”

But Mr. Webster Is too good n lawyer to
rest his case on his ipse dixit, however
walghty that may be. MHe brings forward
An arguméent to prove “the unimportince
and Insignificance of the ancient past,"”
which, he ruther strangely says, "stands
out prominently when compared with Lhe
present.’” This argument I8 as convineing
as it Is acute. “Herodotus in said to be the
father of history, yet how few of the mil-
llons of the reading people of the United
Btates ever find It worth while to read lis
writings. In Lhis age no one regards him
a8 & historian of practical value.” That ia,
no ane but those “whose minds have heen
long mhut up in the clolstered maclusion of
Hbraries,” and the opinion on lUterary and
higtorical matters of these few milsgulded

ones acattered over this country and
Europe, cuan hardly welgh agalnet the
unanimousr testimony, as woleed by Mr,

Webster, of tha millions of reading people
In the United Biaten,

Undér ths sane condemnation fall Homer,
Virgil and Dante. Thess worthies, not have
Ing had the advantages of twentloth cen.
tury clvilisution, and unable to keep the
puce wa 8al, Are very properly sidetracked
They are Indulgently allowed a place on
our shelves (why do we keep up thin fool-
i&h pretonss of reapect!), but “thousands of
poople never think it worth thelr while to
rend them.” Demokthenas, according 1o
Mr, Weobster, has fared no better. In spite
of the professors and scholars who have
erccted “a acafolding from which they ex-
postulate (wlo)~on his oratory as the great-
ekt and moat nearly perfect model,” thou-
sands have read and will continue to read
modern authors In preference (o Doemos-
thenes,

It Is hard to grow old and be neslocted,
but perhaps that Is in & measurs Inevitabls
with the lapse of time; but it must be sl
more humiliating for the shades of Homer,
Virgil and Dantée to know that they have
begn read out of the ranks of genlus by »

show of hands under the discriminnting
leadersilp of Mr. John 1. Webater of
Omaha. WILLIAM F. DANN.

HKansas Clty's Water Works,

OMAHA,. June I6,—~To the Editor of The
Bes: In an article of June 4, 198, our
penny evening paper states that Kansas
City has owned Ita waler works for jen
yeurs and that the city has saved by rea-
won of ita free public service the totsl sum
of over §L50.000, which It would have been
compelled to pay out under private owner-
whip of ita water plant

I notioe In the annual report of the oft ¥
compiraller of Kansas City, dated April 17,
IM8, that Kansas City lssued the following
water bonds,

July 1, 1866, 52708000

4y r cent; a
interest charge, 8134, 008 " e RAUAL

July 1. 160 §I5.000, § per cent; annual in-
terest. $3.700.
January 1. 1908 £1.000.600, 4 per oent; an.

nual intereat, J44.000
Consaquently  interest charges In the

amount of §L000600 were pald from July )

Perfection
in bread making
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proved mixing machine \
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fect condition for the pans
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1, 1665, to July 1, 1006. This sum maory

would have pald far the witey
public services durlng the last ten 3

Acenrding the article cited
Clty saves annually §150,000 on a
free hydrant service and free wale
public uses, purks, etc. The annunl
from Kansas City disclbses the o
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the levy for 1904 for the water, sinking a
interest fund amounted to 2 mills and e
duced 1854, therefore the clty pave i
0 more In interest charges than amount
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named, “"FAIR LAY o
SMILING POINTERS,
Mre, Lapsling was showing her Intest
photogriaph
“It's got my best expression, 1 think
she sald. ““The artlst took It at what thy -
call the exact physiological moment.' —
Chlcago Tribune.
“Falled, did he?"
“Yau, Linbiiitles were half a milllon, f
“Goodness! What nre his assetn?”
“Not & cent.”
“"And yor you denled that He possess,d
true financinl genjus!"—Claveland Lends
— (]
“Don't he discouraged, Bhe may lekrn
to love you, and when she does she wont |
have to say mo;, she'll tell you with her
cyon,"'
“Yes, but her ‘noes’ repeatedly tell me
thiut she doesn’'t.”"—Phlladelphia  Ledgor
“Woman,"” said the wvery young Rm 1,
oracularly, “is a snare and a delusior’”
“Which may account  for the fact
breathed the girl meaningly, “‘why men
are s prone to hug thelr deluslons, -
Cleveland Leader,

Her (In grand stand)—Why does the man |
that throws the ball make all those quecr
motions with his arm before he lats it go!
1o Jups

Him—He's got to do somethlng
tify the salary. they pay him (It
the attentlon of the

crowd centered

e

him a little longer.—Chicago Tribune.

BILL JOHNSON, UMPIRE.

W. J. Lampton in New York Bun

Bill Johnson was the umpire
Importd for the game,

A _knockeér from Knox City,
Prapared to prove the same;

And stlll not over sass

-4
But when he eaid: "Play ball”

And looked nround the di'mond,
They had to play, that's all,

"T'was Cobvilla versuy Haytown,
And in the mateh before,

The Corncobs knocked out forty,
While Haytown falled to scors,

The Haystacks swore the Corncobs

Hnd owned the slob umplre,
And Cobville intimated
That Haytown was a llar,

That's how coma Willlam Johnaon

Was doin’ business there,
To wee the game was moral
And keep the playin' square.

So Willlam set ‘em goln’,
And when u player kicked,
Thera wasn’t nothin' doin’
Untll the dub was leked—
And licked by Mr. Johnson—
He slugged "em left and right,
The gran
Went dotty with delight.

And every time he licked one
He callod a substitute,

And nodded to the bleachers
To root another root.

They done it, too, by oracky!
And long before the game

Wan done, the suhstitutes
Was playin’' of the same.

The two nines that begun It
Recoverad by and b

From Mister Johnson's handlin’
Anﬁ snoaked off on the sly.

Eut when the game wis over
And peaple left the ground

Hoorayin' for nn umplre
That umpired; say, the

The Haystackea and the Corncobs
In conslderable suspenss,

A-playin’ by their lonesomes
Outelde the base ball fence.

stand and the bleachers

found |
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Facts

Facts are stubborn truths.
fits our collars as well as they
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