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saint or avre

IBEFELDORF and all of Rhenlsh Prumssin ia
excited over the mystery of the Welskopt
twins, a strange, welrd, mysterious romaneo
that has attracted thoe atiention of the orime-
Inologists and peychologixts of all Burope

The principal aeiresees In the story of
love, murder, salntliness, crime, robbery,
charity, purity, and debauchery are Myra

and Roeetta Welskopf, doughters of a well to do manufies
turer, twins, now 22 yoirs of age, well edducated, hand-
some, brilllant, and skilled In the airts of the household
Al thelr door are ldd two mnrdors, one su'clde, the rob-
bery of a rich man's Vouse, the ruln and mbbory of the
son of one of the wenlthiest men In Dusseldorf, the steal-
ing of diamonds worth a quirter of . milllon, and the
breaking up of two prominent familios. Yot neither girl
Is under arrest, both appear perfectly Innocent, both At

tend their church regularly. both go into their soclety. ride
freely through strects In thelr earriage,
'best young peaple of the lown

Yet one of them, the polke declare, 18 a murdoress and
A& robber, & woman whose life of debauchery and daring
escapade han thrilled the city-—and the other is a salntess,
A friend of the ponor, great In charity works And the
police do not know which 1= the during debauchée, whose
wild orgles In Paris nnd Berlin destroyed two homes, and
which Is the Lady of Good Works, who (8 blessed by the
Iaborers In her father's plant and followed by the pravers
of the poor of Dusseldorf. Nor are they entirely certain
that elither Is gullty, nnd admit that they may be victims
of monstrous clroumstances,

» o
Strange Problem Perplexes: Sleuths.

The problem which the police are facing s one of the
'wtrangest that ever perplexed a sleuth, The girls are so
remarkably alike that their closest friends cannot tell
them apart; they dress exactly alike; mnove and speak In
the same way, and, so far as any one excepl themselves
knowa, are seldom separated for more than a few hours
They have traveled together, been educnted together, oe-
cupled adjoining rooms, and, to the police, It seems In-
concelvable that one of them should have done the deeds
attributed to r without the knowledge of the other,
Btartling crimea have bheen traced home to the twins, yvet,
because of the father's Influence and wealth and the great
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works of charity and deeds of kindness of one or the other
and the graln of doubt of gullt, they hesitate to make an
arrest

Detectlves watch every movement the twins make,
bhoping that some day the gullty one will be caught on one
of her nocturnal escapades and the entire matter brought
to n ollmax Yot, so far ns appearances go, neither one
nor the other of the girls |s aware that she s belng
watched, desplite the fact that the pollee have questioned
them repeatedly, and the behavior of both (& a perfect sim-
ulation of Innocence If not innocence Itself.

o> o
Problem the Police Must Solve.

Here I8 the problem which the pollce must solve, ar
ranged in its varying forms and theories

Is Rosetta or Myra Welskopf the criminal, and, If o,
does her slster know of the crimes?

Having located the eriminal, how are the police to dis-
tingulah between her and her sister?

Is one of the girls o female Jekyll and Hyde?

Are both of the sisters dunl charsetters, shielding each
other?

Doen one or do both of the girls commit erimes uncon-
sclously while living in a secondary life?

IDoes one of the girls carry out the pdle of Christian
worker to more completely pussle the police?

I= one of the girls {gnorant of the crimes of the other,
or hypnotized by hor?

In one of the girla conaclous of the erimes of the other
and shielding her?

Do both girls, while under some strange Influonce, plot
together to commit & crime and use thelr remarkable ke~
ness o puzzle the police?

Do the girls take turns In slipping saway for wild de-
bauches?

The questions remnin vnapnswered. Indeed, were i1l not
for staggering circumatantinl evidence the police would
weekn agoe have abandoned thelir suspiclons of thy young
women and arrived at the conclumion that they are Inno-
cent victims of some cunning erimins! who s shislding
himself or herself beiind the Innocence of the youns
women

™ >
Beginning of Strange Mystery.

Until about & your ago Myra and Rosetta Welskopt
were regarded only as lovely, sweet, homeloving girls, re-
markable only for thelr strange resemblance Lo each other,
They attracted but Httle more attention than any other
twins would attract except that they were inseparable and
that thelr father was a wealthy manufacturer and their

ther 8 member of a well known family. They were

ucated at 4 private sohool on Kalserwerther strasse, not
far from the Hofgarten, and there became acquainted
with girls of their own cluss, with whom they formed
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pleasant friendships, They were bright, clever, and, al-
though apparently not especially vivacious, were fuvorites
in their soclety. They both nppeared to take deep intorsst
in church and charituhle work, and alweys went together
until they were about I8 years old, when one—no one knows
whether Myra ar Rosctta—suddenly censed to accompany
the other on the errands of mercy to the homes of the poor,
and one—no one knows which—became guver and went
aftener Into soclety. Etill the twinsg were seldom separated
more than an hour or two at a time. ‘The fact that the
family took no notlee of the change In habits, which the
police have since discovered, appears to indicate that the
wirls might have begun & dual life sven then, alternately
becoriing soclety butterflles and slum workers

The fact that, since earllest girthood, elther would
answer (o either name mnkes the tiwk of discovering
which s which harder It is evident from all clreum-

stances that the parents of the twing iroe In despest igno-
rance, and have thus tuy never even notlced anything un-
usual In the conduct of either young woman, or heard a
whisper of the erimes of which they are suspected. He
cause of this fact the police have been able to make one
important step in the case They have discovered thot
Myrn Im' a small, blikeik mole ut the edge of her halr, under
o leftear, and Rosetin has none They belleve tint
ultimately the mole wil' solve the myslery. Every effort
of the pollee I8 bent on keeping the family deluded with
the lden that servanis in the household are the ongs under
susplicion, <
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Meeting with Their Favored Suifors.

Four years ago, when the girls were 18, lsane Welskepf,
wne manufacturer. 100K his family for a year of travel, vis-
Iting Frunce, Italy, Spain, Egypt, and finally Engiand, and
while they were away his handsome home on Dinsburgher
strasse wue bullt The family returnad home in March of
1002, and in the following May moved lnwo the new house

On the evening of March 28 & company from Berlin
sang " Lohengrin in the Btadt theater in Alles street
Myra and Rosetta Welskopf with Jullus Kransman and
Edouard Lisarre, with the mother of the giris ns chaperon,
attended. After the performance they drove Lo the Bler-
hoff, in Briete streel, where they remaloed until nearly
midnight. The two young men had been particularly at-
tentive to the two girle, and it had been regarded In some
guarters that they would be the favored suitors of the
twing The party drove to the Welskop!f home, the men
sald good night, and drove back Inta the city

The next morning the body of Lisarce wus found In the
Hofgarten, on the banks of the Rhine, with 4 bullet in the
head. Although no revolver was found, the police regarded
It as a case of suleide,

It was not until over a year later that the police made
the startling discoveries and reopened the case. Then they
learned that on the night Lisarre died a musician heard a
man und a woman guarreling, thenm a shot, and running
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toward the spot he paseed a girl fleelng through the park
Two blocks away & street cleaner at work saw a girl
scurrying along. Five persons saw the woman, and throe of
them poeltively declared she was one of the Wgelskopt
twins, whom they had seen frequently. She was last seen
within o block of the Welakop! home.

The police. on plea of new evidence, made inquiries,
gtating that u servant was under suspicion, and every
member of the Welskopf householr-declared that nelther
girl lefl the house after they entered It on returning from
the opern

The second orime was committed in January of 14—
in Frankfort. Raoul Feibel, son of n wenlthy jeweler, was
sent to Berlin to carry & great consignnient of diamonds,
Only he und his father knew of the contemplated trip or ita
object. Raoul left Dusseldorf on the midnight train, carry-
Ing (he diamonds in a leather case. Three days after-
wnrd his body was found In a hotel in Frankfort, and the
diamonds, valued at $325,00, were gone,

- o>»
Involved in Another Mysterious Murder.

Why he went to Frankfort, what bappened to him, no
one could tell, and not a clew was found until the post-
mortem revealed the fact that he had been polsoned. The
police, In tracing down clews, discovered that the room in
which the young man died wan connected, through a bath-
room, with another room on the same floor. A mald testl-
fled that on the morning the body was found she attempted
to enter Feibel's room, found it locked, and got In through
the bathroom, finding both doors unlocked. Bhe remoms-
bered belng surprised at this

The experts then discovered that the woman's name,
“ Mlle, Lannee,” wuis written by Felbel, 8he had disap-
peared utterly, paying her bill and leaving, ostensibly for
Firis, an hour before the body was discovered.

The shock came when Andrew Kaufmann, o prominent
Dusseldorf citlgen, declared that he had seen Feoibel and
one of the Welakopf twins In Frankfort on the day of the
murder and tha} they both spoke to him.

Kaufmann's startling statement threw the police of
Frankfort and Dusseldor! into a frensy of excitement. The
closest watch was kept on the girls and thelr every move.
ment wias scrutinized, Avery jewel they wore was ex-
amined through powerful glasses as they sat In their
box at the theater or at the greal Thuraday night sym.
phony concerts in the Tonhalle.

Detectives who Investignted the movements of
twins on the night Feibel was robbed, murdered, and his
reputation destroyed run up agninst a stone wall, Every
servant, every member of the family at the Welskopf house
declared that neither girl was away from home on that
night—that both were seen in the house at  o'clock In the
evening and both appearod w8 breakfast, and Kranzgman,
whose engagement to Mymm had been announced. declared
he spent the evening with her in the music room
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RBut no one in the entire household was found who hiad
goon both girls at the saome tUme, and Kranzman admitted
that he did not know whether the girl who was with him
wits Rosetta or Myra.

Not one member of the househnld knew the object of
the Inquiry. being told that the servant was again
pected of robbory,

The girla wore quastioned cautlously by the police, who
pretended to them to be investigating a report that some
jewels that had heen purchased by them were among those
stolen from Felbel, They readily exhibited their jewels,
let the pollee examine them, Myra when asked where she
wis the night of the murder said she was with Kranzman

SUs-
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and that she ealled to Rosetta when she went to bed and
that Rosetta answsred

Agnin the police found themsslves helpless aguinst such
an alibl, nor could they find any way for duys In which
elther of the girls could have left the house Finally a
porter was found at the Derendorf station, in the edgeo
of Dusseldorf, who declured that on the day of the murder
A girl met & man at that station and boarded the 6 o'clock
train for Frankfort with him. The tickots were purehinsed
at the Dusseldorf station. When shown photographs of
Feibel and the twins he positively ldentified them ws the
couple,

PTAN AND WOMAN
QUARRELED NMANS BODY
WAS FOUND NEXT MORNING .

Desplte this strong evidencs, the police knew It war
useless o make an arrest. but continued watching.

o0 o
Accused in Two Divorce Suits.

In June of 1604 two well to do Dusseldorf couples sop
urited —<the wives accousing their husbands of fnithlessness
and spech one declaring that the Welskopf twins wer
resnonaible, One acoused Myra, the other Roselta; ong
told of her hushand's wild escapades in Berlin with the
one woman, the other compladned that her husband, enim-
ored of the beauty of the mirl, had wasted thelr savings
on her during a long debauch in Paris.

Just at that time one of the principal churches in
Dusseddor! wias returning thanks for a large gift for thy
poor of the parigsh from one of the girls.

Investigation by the police brought out the fact thist
g far as any one knew, except themselves, nelther girl
hiadd been In Parls or Berlin at the times stated by the
men—but nelther had they been scen at the same time In
public in Dusscldorf during the times that one of thom
wis supposed to have been In Herlin nnd Parig. No ser
vant in the house ever saw both at the same thme dureing
the four days that one man was In Berlin with a reckless
wommnn, or the three days that the other man spent in
Parls, Yet both girls muaintained that but for a slight
indigposition that kept Myra in her bed one day, they hid
boen together regularly and never separated more than
two or three hours at a time

The climax was reached on March 24 when the residenco
of Louls Kuebler, on Linten strasse, wias robbed, Kuehler
wis nwakened by some one working at the drawer in which
he kept his money and hls wife's and daughters’ Jewels
He sprang frrom hig bed and wns confronted by n revolver

in the hoands of=he anld hin wife say—one of the twins.
Cowed, he backed to the bed as ordered, The robber spricng
into the haltway, ran down the stulrs, met a servant, fired
one shot at him, jumped from the window into the roke

giurden, and osciped

Two blocks from the house n pollceman saw o Wanun
riding rapidly northward on a4 bleyele and called to her to
bt she pedinled faster. The woman on a bleyele
wits #een within two blooks of the Welskopf house

The polles were notifled, At breakfast time three de-
seended upon the house, They guarded hoth ways of exit
and entered, announcing that they were agaln secking the
servant suspected of a robbery. No bleyele wias found in
the house, Not one trace of the money and jewels stolen
from the Kuebler house was found. No trace of any short,
diark bleyele sult, such as worn by the womin robber, was
discovered,
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Police Fear to Make Arrest.

Myra and Rosetta, who were geltting ready to visit some
poor families, waited and talked with the police. They
anid they were sure none of the servants was out tha
night before. Myra gild she locked the door herself and
that she and her sister sat talking In Rosetta's room for
some time.

And—stranger than

nll=the ‘two doetectives who  had

been watching the front and back of the house all night
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declured that no one had departed or entered.

The police are afrald to make un rrrest, their ocon-
fidence in the gulllt of one of the girls of all these crimes be
ing shaken by the faint poasibllity, which they admit re-
luctantly, that some one else, resembling the girls, W com-
mitting the erimes

They areé merely watohing,. And the problem (s left
an It wos, with the general bellef of the detectives that
either the two girls are leading & double Jekyll and Hydo
existence and working together, or that one I8 the eriminal
and the other hypnotized Into alding her,

But which is which no one in Dusseldorf dares guves,




