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Adventure of the Missing Three Quarter

features of the o8

He left | Hite night # has not
een hen of

‘No dm I pit

TamoOrtow ! wEslty ball
mateh

“1 have no sympatl with these childish
gEames The soung man's [als Intoresin
me deeply, wince | know him and like him
The foor ball matoh does ne ma within
my horigon, st all

[ vialm your sympathy, then, In my In-
vestigation of Mr. Staunion & fate, Do you
know whers he 87

‘Certalnly not

“You have 114 grert him miuce Yesiers-
day

‘Wo, I have nol

AWas Mr. Btpunton o lcnitl man

“Absolutely

‘Did you over know him | .

“Never,”'

Holmes popped a sheet of paper befors
the doulor's eyem Then perhups v wiil
expluln this receipted bill for LI guineas,
pajd by Mr. Godfrey Btaunton last month
ta Dr. Leslle Armuirong of Cambridge. 1
pleked It out from among the papres Upon
hin desk

The dovtor Aushed with anger

"I do not feel that Lhere ip ANy reamot
why 1 should reader un explanation 1o you,
Mr. Holmes

Heolrme= roplaced the Lill hia notahnok

“1f ¥ou prefer a publie explanation, It must

rome gnoner or later sild he, I bave nl-
ready told you thal I can hush up that
whirh others will ha b il to puhlinh n
vo woauld redldly be wiser Lo taka me inlo
vour campleta confiidenes

T know nothhig nlbout |

"Pid you haar from Mr. Staunton Ir L.on-
Anan?

‘Certainly not

“Pear me, desr me=the postoMes aguin!™
Malme mighed, weartly A moagt urgent
telegram wan dispaiched o yon from lL.on
fAon by Godfesy Blounton at 6056 ¥ erterdny

mystlng tolegram which s undoibtedly

with bilw diennive
had ft. Tt is o most
ceftalnly go down to the ofice hors

nawocinted 8y Ay T il vt
vau have nnt
I shnll

and reglster i complinint

enlpahle

v, Leslie Armstrong =prang up from he-
hind his desk. and his dark face was crim
Mon with furs

1N tronble vou to walk autl of my hnuse
wir mald he. “You can tell your emplpyer,
TLord Mount-Jamews, that T do not wish te
have anyvthing to do efither with him ar
with hin ugenis No, =lr—not annther
word!" He vang the bell furiously. “Johin,
show these gentlemen ont”™ A pompous
hutler ushered us seversly o the door, and
we found our=elves In the streat Tinlmes
burst out lntighing

P Testie Armatrong s certalnly & man
of energy and character,” suld he. T have
not seen & man who, If he turns hls talonta
thnt way, was more caleulated (o Al the
gap left by the Hlustrlous Moriarity And
now my poor Wnaitnnn here we nre

stranded and friendless in this Inhospliable

town, which we cannot feave without aban-
doning our cane. ‘Thig little Inn Just spno-
site  Armsirong's house In  singularly

ndapted to our needs, If you wonld engage
n front room anfl purchase the
for the night, T may have time
fow inquiries.*”

These few Inguivies proved, however, {o
be & more lengthy procesding than Holmes

necessnries
to make a

had Imagined, for he did not retuen to the -

fnn until nearly 9 o'clock, He wias pale and
dejected, stalned with dust and exhausted
with hunger and fatigue, A ecold supper
wns ready upon the table, and when hia
noads were giatisfied and his pipe allght he
was ready to take that half comio and
wholly philesophic view which was natural
to him when his affalre were going awry
The sound of carriage wheels caused him to
rise and glance out of the window A
brougham and palr of greys, under the
glare of a gas lamp, stood before the doc-
tor's door,

“It's been out three hours,'” sald Holmes:
“started at §:3, and hera it I back agnin
That gives a radius of ten or twelve miles,
and he doers It once, or somelimes twice, a
day."”

*No unusual thing for a doctor in prac
tice."

“But Armstrong I not replly
practice. He 18 a lecturer and n consultant,

n dootor In

tion .All that 1 have learned 1T got from
B [(riendl nalive 1n the yard af our Wi
It It wim he who told me of the dac
tor's hahit nd of his dally Jourts At
that Insmtant. 1o giy point to his words
1he Ccorriages caipe ound to the door
Could you not follow LY

“"Excallent, Watson! You are scintilial

Ing thin evening. The 1dea Nd cross iy

nind. There ¢ & you may have observed
& bloyala shop noxt to our ol Inte thie
I rushied, engagod a Woycle, and wis able
to get sturted hefore the carriage wam
qQuite aut of sight I rapldiy overtook It

tinice of

and thon, Keeping at & disciogt dis
& hundred yords or wo 1 followed its Hglits

untl we werae clear of the town We had
got well out on the country road, when &
somewhut mortifying incident oceurted.
The carriage stopped, the doctor alighted,
walked swiftly buck to where 1 had also
hudted, and told me In an excellont sardonio
fashion that he foared the rond was nare
row, and that he hoped his enrringe did
not impede the passage of my bleycle.
Nothing could have been more admirabls
than his way of putting it, I At once

rode past the carriage, and, keeping to the
maln road, 1 went on for a few miles, and
thien halted In o convenlent place to
If the carrlagn passed, ‘There was no slgn

aon

of I, however, and so It becanis evident
thit It hed turned down ona of the several
sida roads which I had obeerved. I roide
back, but aguln saw nothing of the car-
riuge. and now, as you percelve, it has re-
turncd after me. OF course, | had st the

Outsel no particular reason to conneot
these Journeys with the disappearance of
Godfrey Stuunton, and was only {nclined
to investigate thiem on the gencral grounds
thut everything which concerns D, Arm-
dirung 8 at present of lntercel to us, but,
now that I And he Keops so keon o look-
aul upon anyone who muy f[ollow himm on
these oxcursions, the affalr appeirs more
Important, and 1 shall not be satisfled uncil
1 have made the matter clear.'
"We can follow him temorrow,”

“'an we? *om

It 18 not 80 casy U® you
to think. You are not familis
bridgeshiro scenery, are you

lend [tsalf (o concenlment.

with Cani-
It does not

All this ooiine

try that I passed over tonight in us flnt
nnd cloan s the palin of your hand, and
the ‘man we are following In no fool, ne he
very clearly showed tonight. [ have wirpd
to Overton to let us know any fresh Lon-
don developments at this address, and In

the meantime we
attention tipon I
the

ohn only concentrale our
’
Artnstrong, whose name

obliging young lady at the oMce ale
lowed me to read upon the counterfoll of
Ataunton's wrgent mossage. Je linows
Where the young man s—to that 1'll swear,
wnd If he knows, then It must be our owy
fault If we cannotl mnuage to know also
At present It miost be admitted that the
odd trick Is in Wis possession, and, s vou

nre awars,
lenve the

Woutson, 11 (& not mv
Enine in that condition

Labit to

Aud yet the next day brought un o
nedrer to the solutlon of the uns slery N
note was hunded in after breakfast, whinh
Flolmes possed across to me with w sigile,

“Bir" 1t razs, "1 oan ssure you that vou
re wasting your time In dogging my move-

ments i
night, 0 window ot the
brougham, and If you desire
ride which will lead

have, as you red
bek of my
i twenty-mile
you to the spot from
which vou started, you have oniy te fol
low me. Meanwhile, 1 can Inform you that
no spying upon me cin in any way help
Mr, Godfrey Staunton, and | am convinced
that the best service you ean do to that
gentleman Is to return at ones to London
#nd to repourt to your emplover thiat vou
are unable to trace him. Your tlime In
Cambridge will cortail be wasied. Yours
fithfally, LESLIE ARMETRONG.”

“An outspoken, honest antagonist is the
dpctor,” sald lolmes. *'Well, well, he ex-
cltes my curlosity, and T must really know
before I leave lim.”

"Hin carringe I8 at his door now," euld
1 "“Thers he Is stepping into it I 8aw
him glanee up at our window as he dld so.
Buppose 1 try my luck upon the bloyole?”

"No, no, my dear Watson! With all re-
spect for your natural acumen, 1 do not
think that you are quite & match for the
worthy doctor, [ think that possibly 1
can @ttaln our end by some Independent
exploritions of my o%n, 1 am afrald that
I must leave you to your own devices, as
the appearance of two Ingulring strangers

disrove last

e Fileran
hase each

proved
ancts of A

Wnterbeue witd Onkingt

been rxplore '. aid have each
J pPpeat
yuuld hardly
Mol

onaoe more

d}sn ing 'he  daily
and pmir o
v bieer verlpoked In such Bleapy
Iown, The doctar has sonrsd
in there n telegram for ma

Yen, 1 oponed It Hets 1t s ek for
Pompey from Dixon, Trinlty oal
lege' 1 don't undersinnd 0"

Cih, It In gldar onour) L Im
frionnd Overton, and 1= in
tion ffom "1 Just send round & ne
to Mr, Jeremy Dixon, and then I haye
doubt that our ek will wuarr Ry the way
news of the match?

hna

broughnm

Jeremy

from out
nnawer o n Qques
me e

no

1“ there
Yes

Aany
the an £x-

Oxford

local evening papor
cellent mcecount In its lnst edition
won by A goul snd two tries, The last
pntences of the deseription xay: ‘The de-
font of the Light Bluss may be entirely at-
teibuted to the unfortunate absence of the
eripck  Interhational, Godfrey  Btaunton.
whiose wint was felt at every instant of
the gnme. The lack of combination in the
three-quurtar line and thelr weakness both
In atteck and defense more than neutral-
iged the efforts of a heavy and hard-works
ing pack.""

“Then our frisnd
have been Justified,” Holmes, “Per
sonally I am In agreement with Dr. Arm
strong, and foot ball dues not come within
myv horizon Karly to bed tonlght. Wat-

tor 1 foremses (hal tomorrow may be
aventful day."

] was horrified by first
Holmeén next morning, for he sat by the
fAre holding his tiny hypodermic syringe.
1 nesociated thut Instrument with the sin.
gln weakness of his nature, and [ fearsd
the worst when I saw it glittering in his
hand. He lnughed at my expresslon of dik-
may and laid it upon the tabil

“Na, no, my dear fellow, thers is neo
cause for alarm 1t {8 not upon this ovcon
sfon the lustrument of evil, but it will
rather prove to be the key which will un-
lock oty mystery., On this syringe | base
all my hopes, 1 have just roturtied from n
small scouting expedition, and everything
I favorable, Wat a good broakfast, Wikt
gon, for 1 propose to get upon Dir Arim=
strong's trall today, and once on it 1T will

Overton'e forebadings

sald

LN

an

my glimpse of

not stop for rest ol food uptil T run him
o hls burrow.”

“In Uwmi case,’” sald I, “we had best
carry our breakfust with us, for ha s
making an carly starl Flls carriage 18 ot
the door'*

eNoyer mind, Tet him go. He will be
olever It he can drive where I cannot fol-
luw him When you hiave finished, como
downstidre with me, and I will jotroduce
vou o a detective who I8 & very eminent
specindist in the work that llee before us™

When we descended 1 followed Holmes
into the stable vard, where he opened the
door of a loose box and jed out & squint,
lop-enred, white-and-tan dog something
Between o beagle and a foxhound

“let me Introduce you o Pompey,” sld
he. "Fompey In the pride of the lodal drig
hounds—no yvery greiat fiver, ax his bulld
will ghow, but a ftaunch hound on W acent,
Well, Pompey, ¥ou may not bes fast, but
I expeet you will bo too fast for a couple
of mlddleaged London gentlemen, so I will
take the lberty of festoning this luather
Jeush to, your collur. Now, boy, come nlong,
ard shiow what vou cun do.” He led him
nero=a o the doctor'a  door The dog
sniffed round for an instant and then with

n shrill whine of excitement started off
down the street, tugging at his Jeash in
his efforts to go faster. In half an hour,
wo were clear out of town and hastening
down a country road,

“What have you done, Holmes?" I asked
“A threadbnre and veneruble deviee, but
useful upon occasion. 1 walked Into thae
doctor's vard this morning, and shot my
syringe full of anlgesd over the hind wheel,
A draghound will follow aniseed from here
to John o Groat's, and our friend, Arm-
strong, would have (o drive through the
Cam before he would shike Pompey off
his wtrall, ©O the cunning rascal! This Ia
how he gave mée the slip the other night.”
The dog hiud suddenly turned out of the
maln rogd Into & grasas-grown lane. Halr
i mile farther thiz oponed Into anothop
brond road, and the teall turned hacd to
right in the direction of the town,
which we had Just gqultted. The voad took
& sweep to the soulh of the and
continued in the opposite direction to that

Town,

but ho does not care for gensral practice, upon & sleepy countryside might exclte
which distrnots him from his literary work. more gossip than I care for. No doubp " Whieh we started.
Why, then. does he make these long Jour- you will Nnd some sights to amuse you In "“T'hinm detour has been entirely for our
nevn, which must be excoedingly irksome to thls venerable c¢ity, and T hope to bring benefit, then?’ sald Holmes. “No wonder
him. and who is It that he vialts?" back & more favorable report (0 you be- that my Inquiries among thove villages
“His conchman—"' for svening.'” led tie nothing, The doctor has certalnly
My dear Watwon, ean you doubt that It Once more, however, my friend was des- playe! the game for all it Is worth, and
was to him that T first applied? 1 do not tined to be disappointed, He came back one would ke to know the reason for
know whether It eame from his own Iinnata mt plght weary and unsuccessiul such elaborate deceptien. This should be
depravity or from the promplings of his “I have had a blank day, Watson. Having the villuge of Trumpington to the right of
master, but he was rude enough to set a ot the doctor's general direction, I spent ux. And, by Jove! here I8 the bLrougham
dog ut me. Nelther dog nor man liked the the day in visiting all the villages upon coming round the corner. Quick, Watson--
look of my stick, however, and the matter that side of Cambridge, und comparing quick or we are dene!”
fell through., Ralations were stralned after notes with publicans and other nows agen- He sprang through a gate into a feld,
that, and further inquiries out of the gues. cles. 1 have covered some ground. Chest- dragglng the reluctant Pomjpiey after him,
dhe Dly You Beg‘m 'rumg CUromuision You pegm amng the Nnortest Xoad to Health.
Go to Your Druggist—Get a Bottle—Begin Today.
is that Unexcelled
Preparation Univer-

prescribe it for!
Anemia, Cnturh.
Bronchitis, Coughs,
Colds, Pneumonia,
Consumption, and all
affections of Throat and
Lungs, Loss of Flesh
and all Wasting
Discases. Write fora

EDITOR'S
ingly recommend our readers to send for a Sample Bottle.
and Convincing Testimonials of its Marvelous recu
Artistic little book, entitled “BABYVILLE” beautifully illustrated in seven colors, together with a
TRIAL BOTTLE of Ozomulsion Health-Food-Tomic will be sent you at onee absolutely free by mail.
Address your letter or postal card to Qzomulsion Co, 98 Pine Street, New York, |

TRIAL BOTTLE
FREE '

NOTE.—With a knowledge of the unequalled merits of Ozemulsion,
LEST YOU i
perative and curative properties, together with an

we unhesitat-

‘ORGET, WRITE TODAY,

We had hardly got undar the shelter nf
the hedge when the carriage ratiled past.
I caught gltmgpme of I Armsirong
within, bi= sboulders bowed, hin head sunk

1 s hand the vory Imege of distres 1

uld tell, By my companion’'s grave face
that he also had seen

feat thers 18 some dark ending o our

nuest i he, Y1t eannot be lang Befors
w know |t Livine "omyg Ah. il I8 the
gottage (o the feld!

There would b doubt that we haed
reached the end of our Journe) Vi y |

and whined outside the

the

CAROTIY
marks of the broughnm’s
Il to b A footpath led
Rorums to the lonels Holmes tled
the dog to the hedge, wnd wa haste ned one
ward., My Criend knocked st the Jittle rustic
door, and knocked aguin without responne,

rnnr ahout
gate, wher
whnels were & N

cOLLnE!

And vet the cottage was not desetted, for a
low sound came te our ears—a Kind of
Arone of misery snd de=palr, which wae In-
describably melancholy Holmes poused Ir-
repolute, and then he glanuved back at the
rond which he hyd Just Lraversed A
broughnm was coming Jdown It, and there
could bo no mirtuking those grey hores

“Hy Jove, the doctor I8 coming back!"™
oried Holimes That wsettles i Wa are
pouind to see what it means before he
comes.”’

He opentd the door, and we stepped into
the hall. The droning =ound swelled Touder
upon our ears until it became one long,
deep wull of distress 1L came f{rom up-
stalrs. Holmes durted dp, and 1 followed
Him. He pushed open o half-closed door,
and wo hoth stood appalled at the sight be-
fore us.

A womah, young aqd boautiful, was Iving
dead upon the bed. Her cvalm, pale face,
with dim, wide-opened blue eyes, loaked up-
wird from amid a great tangle of golden
hair At the fuot of the bod, hell sitting,

half kneeling, hi= face burled in the clothen,

Was i young mog, whose frame Was rac ked
by hig wobhs Ho abeorbod wans he by his
bitter grief, thit he never looked up untll
Holmes' hand was on his shoulder

YAre you Mr. Godfrey Btaunton?™

“Yew, ves, 1 um-but you are too late. Bhe
is dead.”

The man win 5o dazed that He could not

be made to understand that we wern any-
thing but doctors who had been sent to his
ARMERE AN Hilmes endeavoring (o
utter o fow words of consolation and to ex-
plain the alarm which hud been cauxed to
friends by his diginppearance,
wis i slep upon the stalr, and
the leavy, stern, questioning
Armstrong at the door

wiam

his sudden
when there
there was
face of D,

*'Ho,

goentlemen,” sold he, “vou have at-
tilned your end, and have certuinly chosen
n particulnrly delicite moment for your in-
trusion 1 would not brawl In the presence
of deiath, but I that if 1
i ¥Ounger man Flrous
duot would not pass with impunity.™

CUNn AsEUTEe VOu

"o vOur mon COfge

think wa
sald my
ratld

Excue me, Dr. Arimsirong, T
litle ot orosgspurposes,’™
with dignity “If

afrs with us. we mnoy
sovme llight to th

are A

frinnd you siep
eachh be able

thin

dAownst
o glve ulher upon
migerable Wiffalr

A minute lnter the grim doctor and our-
selves were In the sitting room below

“Well, slr?" sald he,

“I wigh you to understand, In the first
plage, thet 1 am not employed by Lord
Mount-Jamea, and that my sympatliles In
this matter are entirely agninst that nobles
man. When o mun 18 lost it 1s my duty to
ascertain his fate, but having done so the
mitter ¢nds so far as 1 am concerned, and
o long &8 there s nothing eriminal, T am
much more anxious (o hush up private
searidnls than to give them publicity. If,
as I Imagine, there = no breach of the law
In this mattor, You can absolutely depend
upon my discretion and my co-operution In
Koeping the facts out of the papers.”

r, Armstrong took 4 quick step forward
and wrung Holmes by the hand,

“Yull are a good fellow,” suld he. *l
hus misjudged you. | thank heaven that
my cvompunction at leaving poor Staunton
nll alone In thia plight caused me to Lurn
my currluge buck, and #o0 Lo niaks  Zour
wogueintance. Knowiug as much as you
do, the situation la very cusily explained
A year wuge Godlirey Staunton lodged in

London for w tme, und becane passionntely
attached to his lJundiedy's daughter, whom
he marricd. 8he was as good as she was
Lerutiful, intelligent as she was

and aus

good, No man need be ashamed of such
n wife, But Godfrey was the helr Lo this
crabbed old nobleman, and It was gulte

certadn that the news of his marriage would |
have been the end of his Inheritance. 1
knew ihe lad well, and I loved him for

his inany excellent qualities. 1 did oll 1
could w help him to Keep things stralght
We dld our very best to keep the thing
from eveéryvone, for, when such & whisper
gvis wbout, It Im not long before everyone
has heard it. Thanks to this lonely cot-
tage and his own discretion, Godfrey has
up to now succeeded. Thelr secrel was
known to no ong save to me and to one
excellent servant, who has at prescnt gong
for asgistance to Trumpington., Butl at Just
thers cume w terrible blow In the shupe
of dangerous llness to his wife, 1L was
consumptiion of the most virulent kind. The

poor boy was half crazod with grief, anid
yet he had to go ta London ta play
match, for he eould not get out of it with-
out explanations which would exposs his
gecret. 1 tried to cheer him up by wire,
and he sent n reply. imploring me
to do all 1 This was the telegram
which you appear in some Inexplloabile way
to have seen, I did not tell him how urgent
the danger was, for I knew that he could
do no good here, but I s=ent the truth to
the girl's father, and he very injudiciously
conmunicictad It to Godfrsy. The result
wis that he came stralght away In & state
bordering on frensy, and hus remained In
the same state, kneeling at the end of her
bed, until this moming death put an end
to her sufferings. That 18 all, Mr, Holmes,
and T am that | cun rely upon
discretion and that of your riend

Holmens grasped the dootor's hund

me one
could,

sura YOour

“"Comuy, Watson,” sald he, and we passed
from that house of grief lnto the pale sun
light of the winter day

Almiess Talkers.

The Rev. Dr. Cleland B. McAfes, pastor
of the Lafayette Avenue Fresbvteriun
¢hurch, at the dinner of the Bmoklyn
Chapter of the American Instliute of Bank
Clorks the other evening, told a siory to
Hustrate how almless In thelir romarks
some publio speakers (including minisiers)

are. In an audience Ustening 10 & speech
Dr. MoAfee mald, were o mothet and her
young daoughter, & wyears old After the
speaker had been talking for about an
hour the youngsier turned to her mother
and aaked

“Muwver, do you know what the man s
talking about?

1 4o not.” my child, Wus the mother's

l resOnse
Aftar & few mintles the Kirl
turned to har mother agein and inquired

P tine

“Muvver, dooe (he man know what he |s
talkine about ¥

‘1 am aure 1 do po know, my ohbild,
repliod the mother

Mhore was wanather pause, broken by thie
query from lhe youngsier, addresssd (0 Ler
mather

Muyver, do p think Clod knows what
the men l& teiking abouyl

I don't Rnow, | am sure, my «hild,
was tha rosponse of the mother but It
God dusa know, e s the vnly vy wlu
doss. —HBrooklyn Kogie
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We obey this law o
the letter—therefore

ny Brook|

STRAIGHT

iskey

BOTTLED IN BOND

ral state under the direct supervision of Gov't Officials and Is sealed by
U. 5. Treasury Dept's “*GREEN STAMP" - -absolute proof of its Age and Purity.
was the only Whiskey awarded Grand Prize and Gold Medal at 5t. Louls World's Fair.

SUNNY BROOK DISTILLER CO., Jefferson County, Ky.

. S. Law roclaims

that our Rye and Bourbon Whiskies bottled
«_in bond accordmg to the law |
passed by U. S.
Congreq

,f-ﬂfe

and
signed by the
i President
B(March 3, 1897)

pure and
unadulterated.

—

Sunny Brook
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Devices...

Well ballasted

by the

Chicago, Milwaukee &
St. Paul Railway |

All Modern

curves and an unexcelled service is

between Omaha and Chicago.

trains daily.

F. A. NASH,

General Western Agent,

1524 Farnam St., Omaha

Everything to make your trip a pleasure.
roadbed, heavy rails,

All trains arrive in Union Pas-
senger Station, Chicago, where good connec-
tions are made for all eastern points.

easy
maintained |

Three fast

this |

First Equipment of Sleeping-Cars

HE “Erie' and " Ontario" were the
first sleeping-cars on the Erie,
and were built in 1843, when the road's

Early Experiments
which Led to
Latter-day
Travelling Comfort

total length amounted only to a three-
hour journey. These cars antedated
both Pullman and Wagner, and were
considered in their day as luxurious-as
are the magnificent palace-cars of to-
day, with which the Erie is so notahly
equipped.

HE traveler, eastern-bound over

the Picturesque Erie, enjoys every
luxury of modern railway equipment,

R M WALLACE, G.P.A, I' Cortlandt Street, N. Y. Clity
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A FULL LINE

of electrical supplies always on hund
We can supply you with anything you
need in the way of electrical material
Electric bells, buszers, lamps, sockets,
ete., enn be purchased here.
We also do electrieal work, and insiall

| electrical wiring systoma in the home or
— | OO,

WHEN IN NEED
of electrical supplies or work, rall on
us, and we'll meet your rconditions
Our work Is the Lest and our prices
right.

‘Western  Electrical  Company,

G, W, JOHENSTON, Manager
1212 Farnam 8§t Tel. 468
OHANA-

Every Woman

] Iwulud Aand should knpw

wondsrful

MARVEL ‘Whirling Sproy
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