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FRENCH CHURCH BIL
Py Mo M i T

GIVES GREATER OPPORTUNITY FOR WORK
Mombers of Parishes Are Permitted to
Unite for Common Purpose.

e

COMBES' FOLLOWERS WIN ONE VICTORY
Porce Ronvier Osbinet to Grant Cenoes-
siens in Time of Aoction.

PECULIAR CONDITION EXISTS AT DUON

Dishop Must Defy the Fope or . Priests

of the Puarish Wil Be De-
prived of Thei:
Sulpends,
PARIB Feb. %.—(Bpecinl Cablegram to

The Bee)—In the circles of the republican
bloe the separation of church 4nd state
i« now confdently antcipated, and the
prompt performance of its promise (o bring
that measnre before the Chamber has
strongthened the position of the ministry.
It was apprehended by many members of

M. Combes’ majority that the Rouvier
cabinet would wseek for fresh support in
the directlion of the right. Perhaps M.

Rouvier himself thought it would be pos-
sible and would have no personal objeo-
tion to govern with the nasistance of less
radical elements than those that kept M.
Combes In office for two and a half years,
but on becoming prime minister he Wwos
able to form a mgre correct estimate of the
pltyation and saw that no safe position
could bo aecured for the new ministry by
hifting the majority further toward the
right. When once he had nacertidned so
much It beeame necessary for him and for
those of his colleagues who, like himself,
professed but lukewarm aitachment to the
geparntion of church and state to accommos
dnte themselves to the necessities of the
gituation and frunkly to accept the meas-
ure which before taking office they would
willingly have allowed to lapse.

The vetersn blocurds, as the members of
M. Combes' majority were called, are jubl-
lant, as they have Imposcd the separation
bill an those who do not want it. M. Rou-
vier has another clnlm on their gratitude.
e has relleved them of M. Combes without
apprecinbly modifying his program. M.
Combes had Incurred unpopularity, even
among some of his most faithful support-
ers, because he had brought the govern-
ment of which he was the chief into dis-
credit even among stanch republicans,
Thera In yet another reason why the stal.
wart republicans regard the Rouvier min-
fmtry with favor. It Is a heterogeneous
cabinet, as It includes almost all shades
of republicanism. and could, If necessary,
be much more easlly upset than If It rep-
repented but one opinlon. It has not been
able to found its existence on a majority
differing very matarially from that of M.
Combes, and thus It cannot escape the
reallmstion of the ientioal program which
that majority made its own.

Greater Liberality Shown,

The toxt of the new government bill has
been lald upon the tabla of the Chamber of
Deputies, As it Ia sssantially a rovision of
the two schemes previously submitted to
Parllament—namely, that known as the
Briand blll and the subsequent measure in-
troduced by the Combes’ cablnet—many of
its provisjons are necessarily famillar. It
1! distingulshed from the preceding schemes
by the permission given to the different
churches to combine upon A Iarger socale
than was allowed by the other measures,
as aleo In a greater llberality of thelr
treatment so far as the tenuncy of places
of publle worship is concerned. The new
bill, however, establishes as complete a
peverance as was contemplated by the other
projects. It provides for the suppression of
the budget of public worship and of all de-
partmental and munioipal grants for simiinr
purposes from January 1 followlng the
promulgation of the law. Within a year

‘after itz promulgation ecelesiustical prop-

fes of all kinds will be vested In associa-
tions for the malntenance of public worship
to be legally formed in accordance with the
assoclution law of 1ML Real and personal
property derived from the state Is to peturn
to the state. As lp the former measures,
annuities ranging from #686 to $140 are to be
granted to clergymen in receipt of state
stipends, Provislon |8 made for the gra-
tuftous use of ecclesiastical bulldings be-
longing to the state and the munielpalities
Ier two yoears after the promulgation of the
law, and afterward on renewnble leages for
fen years at a rent not exceeding 10 per
eent of the averngs annual recelpts of the
parisli, The new associations are to be ex-
clusively devoved to the maintepnance of
publie worship, for which purpose they may
make coilections and Impost pavments for
ceruun religigus ceremoanios,

The present bill differs from the two pre.
~Mling schemen in leaving these assoolations

st likerty to combine for common objoots

‘burond *he boundaries of the depurtment—
|& concassion which s doubtless meant to
aeet the objectlons of the Protestants and
ciws, whose organization would be seri-
pusly hampered had the ortginal restriction
besnt malntelned. The present government
bl provided that unlons of these asmocin-
tlona extending to more that ten depurt-
en's are to be subjected to certaln legal
disabliities. Thers 18 no prohibition agninsg
torming a larger combination than that of
ten departments, but such lrger combina-
nona are deprived “of the full powers ae-
sorded to smaller unlons. The courls are
to have power, at the Insmance pf those
concerned or of the minister for public wor-
ship, 1o dissolve associntlons and unjons of
nssoclations.  Political mectings are for-
bidden In places of public worship,” and
religlous processions in publle can only be
held when authorized by the mayor. The
blll further comprises polico regulitions and
punishments for foreing. Individuals sither
o attend or (o abstain from public worship.
a8 nino provislons Intended 1o provent the
interference of the clergy in polities and
elect lonesring

One Peculinr Case.

The anomalous state of things In the bigh-
spric of Dijon, which the Vallcun regards
18 belng vacant, but which, as far ns the
French government is concerned. is stlll
socupledd by Mgr. Le Nordes. is agaln at-
lracling attention hers. The French gov-
rmment expects the hishop to assert his
suthority without delay. for the pProsent
Mtuation In un Impossible one. I the
blshop resumes the regular adminisfation

© of the diooese this will be tantamount to

shlamm with Rome. but I not the 8w
riesta depéndent an him will necessarily
¢ deprived of thelr stipends, and the only
lution of the question wil be through
paration. The Matin afirms In an ap
parently insplred] urticlo, that this ingen-

hoiie dilemma wis carefully cregted by M. |

Combes Just an the eve of his peslgnation
By his approval of the dismissal of the

———
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POLITICS IN  ALLOTMENTS

Irish Timen Accunes OMeinls of Shows
ing Preference to Followers
of Redmond,

DUTBLIN, Feh. % —(8peeinl Cablegram 1o
The Bee.)—The Irialh Times publishes &
siartling aceount-of the deslings of the
estats Commissioners with the tenants on
a small estate near Mullingur. The prop-
erty contanins HO peres, mostly Frass land.
and 1t is situsated In a poor distriot, where
the population supports iteelf on holdings
of not more thah ten acres. The estate
commismioners entered into negotiutions for
the purchase of (his property from (he
owner, Mm. Mahers with the objeet of
dividing It, among the pensant farmers of
the district, and thus incroasing thelr pres-
ent uneconomic holdings.

The story twold by the Irish
briefly this The commissioners
Inspector to Rochfort Brldge o
the subdivision of the Muaher gross lands
He was presented with a list of desirable
clnimunts which had been prepared by the
Romnan Catholic priest, the Protestant rec-
tor and othes responzible persons. He was
also presented with s Ust of clwimoants by

Times In
#ent AN
conduct

the ofMicials of the loen! branch of the
United Ilrish league, ‘This second list con-
tained the names of the president, treas-
urer and other officlals and members of
the loeal branch of the lemgue, and the

president and members of the kindred body,
cudled the Labor league. Bix of these per-
SOnA are artisans and seven are Jaborers.
Many of them have lttle money and no
stock, but, thanks to the estates commils-
sloners, they now find themselves in the
possession of good farms, ranging up to
twenly or thirty ncres, while the great ma-
Jority of the villagers, not I_u.-l!:‘ connected

with the politicsl orguanigations named,
find themselves, no better off than they
were, and obliged to continue paying for
their wmall potato plots  despite M,

Maher's kindly intention. The [rish Times
adds particulars of the ullotments made by
the inwpector of the estates comnmissioners,
The president aof the Jocnl branch of the
United Irish ledgue, Thomas Nolan, a work-
Ing masomg who already holds sixteen acres
48  subtenant to another landlord, gets
sbout elghteen acres of Mrs. Maher's lute
property. He lives at Hnockerville, wsix
miles from Rochtort Bridge. Luke Boyan,
reasurer of the league, a tallor, lving Iu
the village with his father, who holds u
house gnd garden, gets over twenty acres
James Lister, & prominent member of the
Bouthwest Meath exooutive, who lives at
Gibbonstown, three miles distant, and who
alrendy holds twelve acres on Lord Kil-
malne’'s estite, has been allotted about
sixteen aores.

The Irish Times gives the names of thir
teen persons, In wddition to these, to whom
ullotments huve been muade., All of them,
It says, are prominent members of the
United Irish lengue or the Luabor league,
Of the three tenunts on the estate Willlam
Bavane, who bholds elght acres, gets noe
additional land, but, on the contrary, Is
deprived of his turbary; while the two
other tenants, Thomas and John Corrlgan,
et about sixtenn or eighteen acres in addi-
ton to thelr preaent holdings.

The disappointed villugers liave shown
thelr Indignation at the action of the ine
spector by pulllng down the fences which
were belng made (0 mark off the new
farms. A deputation of them waited on
the estuten commissioners, who sald that
their arrangrments coulf not be witered.

Af A last resource the villagers Have now
potitioned the lord leutenant for an in-
guiry, and they are anxlously uwalting his
excellency's reply.

One of the heads of the estates commis-
sion, who was interviewed this week, does
not challenge the mocuracy of the detnlls
glven by the Irish Times with reference to
the names of the new tenants. He en-
trely repudiates, however, the suggestion
thut the Unlted Irish league was favored,
or that politics hud anything to do with
the actlon of the Inspector. It ApPPedrs
that this gentleman submitted the parish
priest's lista and the league's list of de-
sirable tenanis 10 & representative publie
meeting of the villagers, that he discusaed
with them the varfous clalts of these
persone, and that nobody at the meesting
ralsed nny serious objections to the poersons
selected. A8 a malter of fuct, sald the
officlal, of the nineteen persons to whom
allotments were mude thirteen were an the
list approved by Mra. Maher and the parish
priest, while only three were on the Ilist
submitted by the United Irish lengue. The
remaining three were on neither list, and
were chosen only because they have small
uneconomio holdings In the district. The
official added thot his bourd is disposed tn
object 1o the selaction of Thomas Nolan,
not because be Is an oMelal of the United
Irish league, 2 matter which the comm)s-
sloners have no cognigance, but becausa
his residence Is wo far awny from his allot-
ment

GERMANS CHECK EMIGRANTS

Russinne Secking to Come to America
Via Ausiria to He Turned
Baek.

BERLIN, Feb, %5.—(8pecia) Cablegram to
The Bee.)—A further check is to be put on
Russlan emigrants to America by English
and Americun lnes. The Uerman com-
| punios hiave central statlons on the Russo-
German froatler, where omigrunts who
 bave not bovked by the German lines are
turned back.

it has been found out that many eml-
| grants evaded the witchfulness of the com-
ipantes by travellng through Austéln mnd
Ivin Munich or Dresden to Antwerp, where
Ithey got Into touch with the Anglo-Con-
| tinental emigrant ofMee. The German com-
panies have, in consequence, entered Into
| & comhination with the Austro-American
company to extend the control sintlons wll
along the Austro-German frontler, In a
statement  issued recently they nalvely
udmit that hitherto thelr plans have bean
{10 some extent frustrated.

FRANCE FINDS "NEW DISEASE

“Submarine Rhoumatism™ is Now Om.
elally RNecognised by (he
Government at Paris,

PARIS, Feb 3 (8pecial Cablegram to
The Bee.)—=The latest malady In France
Is submarine rheumatism, and Its existence
has just been officlally certified by the
| council of stute. A widow whose husband
hid been & Usutenant on board a submarine
applied for a penslon on mecount of her
busband's death, asserting shat he had
died a martyr to his country.

He had for two years commanded the
submarines Morse and Gymnote, and the
widow clalms that In conseguence of his
prolonged sojourn In the narrow quarters
of the submarine he had fallen a victim
to one of the affections peculinr to these
craft and died of rheumatism contracted
in the discharge of his dutyi The minister
of marine declined o recognizge the widow's
olaim, but she gppealed to the council or
stote, and won her case pnd peaston,

Sir Henry Irving Betier,
WOLVERHAMPTON, England, Feb, &5 —
@ir Menry Lrving passed a good night, the
bulietin of his physiclans says, and ' lus
condition today is markedly lmproved,

£
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Teutonic Foroes Are Working in Ohina for
Power While War Lasts.

INTERFERE IN MATTER OF GOVERNMENT

Now Ulaim Right to Pass ou Ohinese Gov-
srnors of a Provinoe.

| MAY CLOSE SHAN TUNG TO ALL OTHERS

Efforts Said to Be Made to Hold Trade for
Germans.

SOME ACTS RECALL RUSSIAN CLAIMS

irent Britain Is Sald to Be Acgules-

cent in the Matier, Although
Ilts Interesis Mast
Suffer.

PEKING, Feb, 3. —(8peclal Cablegram to
The Bee)—Germany, apparently reallzsing
thuat Russia's position 18 hupeless and
knowing that after the war opportEnitios

of aggression In China will be less favor-
ible than they have hitherto been, |8 sels-
Ing every apportunity to tighiten s grip
on Shantung. Hitherto it has used its in-
fluence to preserve a monopoly In Bhiantung
und keep the door of Bhantung shut agninst
all but Germans, Now It Is extending Its
Interference to purely domestie affairs. It
Ingists that China shall, before appolnting
o governor of the province submit his name
to the German legution for approval. When
Hu Ting-kan was appointed in October as
neting gavernor Germany protested agninst
the appointment because it had not been
consulted. Now, In the case of the ap-
polntment of Yang Bhih-hslang as ucting
governor, Germany agualn protests, profess-

Its previous approval. It is following ex-
aotly the procedure adopted in Manchuris
by Russin, which compelled Chinn to ab-
tuln Russinn approval before nominating
& new governor general or governors. In
the well known caso of Chosapy, the Tar-
tnr general of Hel-lung-kiang, when this
procedure was not followed, Russie vetoed
the wppolntment,

Recognition of German Inferest,

To Germany, Chinn has Teplied that Hu
Ting-kan and Yang Shih-hsiang were ap-
pointed acting governors only, not substan-
tve governors, Its explunation implying a
recognition of the right of German inter-
ference In the case of substantive appoint-
ments. Just ag Count von Buelow decliared,
even when meddling with the Thibet Quies-
tion, that Germany has no Interest In
Thibet, g0, while practically shutting Shan-
tung against all forelgn enterprise except
German and enforclng its right to. Inter-
ference with 1:1 appointment of a Chinese
governor, Ge 1y will profess adherence
to the polley of the open door and diselalm
any Intention of interfering with the do-
mestic affalrs of China. Baron Mumm, the
German minister, moreover, Inslsted that
rh-lnrc broceeding o hls post, Yang #hily-
‘hetang must-EOme to Peking and see him.
Yang Shih-hslang declined and  fsked
Baron Mumm to go to Tien Tsin. Baron
Mumm refused, and, China weankly giving
way, Yang Shih-hsinng this week cams
to a temple near Peking and had a pro-
longed Interview with Baron Mumm after
& luncheon given In the temple by a Chi-
nese official,

While Germany Is acting In this high-
handed way in China, more than ever ex-
citing the distrust of the Chinese, It causes
increased amazement that Britlsh policy
In Peking should be so closely ldentified
with that of Germany. Notwithstanding
the energy with which Germany is oppos-
Ing every British interest in China, eveh
opposing China's right to purchase gold In
the open market bLecause It might give an
ndvantage to the powerful British Hong
Kong and Bhangha! bank, the British not
only condone e opposition, but on the
strength of an agreement dating back to
186, nre sven at the présent moment ren-
dering nsslstance to Improve Ita fnancial
position in China, although that position
will Inevitably be used to Britwn's detri-
muent.

ALEXANDER TALKS OF WORK

Ameriean Revivalist in London Says
that Slmple Methods Win
in Heliglion,

LONDON, Feb. 8. —{8pecial Cablegram to
The Bee)—-Charles M. Alexander, talking
this week of the present big religious re-
vival in this clty, sald:

Dir. Tarrey and myself have come to Laon-
don with one sim and view, and that Is the
definite salvatlon of souls. Every word that
Is uttered and every song that Is sung we
want to count In that direction. Our
methods are as sailmple as we know how to
mnke them, in order to deal with such o
large muse of people

If we were anly conducting services In n
church or chapel, with 1,00 people o night,
we should not need many things that we
nesd In such a reut campalgn as thaot
whith wae are holding, 1 do not belleve
that any other committee could have run
#0 large an organization as this mission in
London At leas expense, The entire fund

tal of the Royal Albert hall, erection of the
hall In Brixton and the work In Islington
It Is qyite a fallacy
minsion 18 in any way a mrme{‘—mnhlns ohe
for Dr. Torrey and myself. ‘e are nfter
mm-ﬁ“d rlm(l uftlrrdng:wu. :

If this miasion ha &N OTERNIZed on any
smaller scale than it has been all Inndn?i
would not be speaking of roligious subjects
as it Is today. Is it not worth many tlmes
£17.000 to get the greatest ¢lty In the world
1o m,ke religion tha foremost tople of the
hour?

If. 1T any again, the mimsion had been op-
ganlzed on any smaller scale the press
would not have' thought it worth wh!?e to
fill their columns, a8 they have done of
inte, with religlous news  The millions
who see the London papers are hound 19
be improessed by the magnitude of the work,
and rhm-e not t‘ha falntest doubt that
thousands will be lod to, Jesum Christ sim-
ply through rending the reports of our
meetings. 1 have known of thousinds st
different times who have been converted
by reading reporta who were nover at our
meotings, Moreover, hundreds and thou-
sands of people w never get inside win
be told about It by those who will come.

In_regard to the character of mongs we
use 1 would say that they are Just ae simple
ox T could get, for 1 find that the simple
gospel song resches the heart het than
more compliented music. Bome of tr:fm“
thut have been criticined mont seversly hy
musicians have heen the mo that hhve
sent the people into the kingdom. T hgve
tried In get words that have a pleture |n
evary line, easry to sveak with & melody
| that’ carrles them without a hiteh, People
| wing them am they ¥o about thelr work and
soon have the words and tunes wo thor-
oughly fixad in thelr memory that o hymn
bk Ik no longer neceasary,

Peaple ask me why 1 do not use clasgienl
music for the higher class of people. and 1
renly that T will adoot classleal musle when
1 see that it leads reople to forsake sin and
arcent  Chriet. This slmnle heart musie
which 1 use fusea the audience and nuts
{ them nil on the same level—the husinsas
man, the soclety woman, the laborfng man,
the outeast woman—and they find In (b »
toeh that makes them sil kin and leaids
them all along a common path- to their
Creator,

The eves of Christendom are nn Tondon,
end thnvsands of peonle ars neaviog dally
fer hlasalnes on our et Lhis tmae

‘ .
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Ing anger at his helng appolnted without |

guthered by the committee will bé used for |
the necessary expenses of advertising, ren- |

1o suppose that the !

DISCUSSES THE “EMPIRE"” IDEA

Britiah Member of Parliament Polnts
Out DiMenlties In Way of
Chamberinin.

LONDON, Feb, 25 —{(8pecial Cablegram o
The Bee -Mr. Holdame, M. P., apokes at
Cherisey this week at a meeting of liberals
held at the Libernl cluby In support of the
candidature of Mr. Francis J. Marmham
for the Chertsey divislon of Burry. Mr.
Hnldame aald no one doubted the gonuine-
ness of Mr, Chamberiain’'s convictions that
the empire wins (n peril unless preference
was adopted, The question, however, was
not the genuineneas of Mr. Chamberialn's
vonvictions, but the rightness of his eon-
victlons, For a year or more Lhe coniro-
verey had rugod, and his view was= that the
public mind wis mote against Mr, Cham-
berlain's proposals st the present moment
than It was at the commencement of his
caompalgn. This, he consldered, was n mod-
erude statement of the resuit of the con-

troversy. No doubt pratection would be a
very beneficial thing to some people. As to
the empire. there were iwo classea. Ono

cinem of people could mot let the empire
nlone, But It must be Pemembeped that if
Great Hritaln tried to put the colonies into
bondage It would cause & seene of [riction.
A wsecond class of people got Adgity about
the empirs and thought It should never be
talked about at all. He 44 not think that
wome of his Hbern] friefds were expreasing
their real oplnion when falking in this way.
Hritaln did not want (any more of the
world’'s territory. The gply justification for
holding so much of the BMarface of the globe
wni that It administeref it on the generous
principles of free trna whereby It had
opened It wherever it M Lo the competi-
tion of the world. Hé wanted to see the
liberal party, f only s power for a short
time, put on the statuf® book really valu-
uble mensures. He bel that the party
had such n chance as no party had had for
twenty years puast. They must turn thelr
ittention more to domestic affalrs and less
to external affalrs. d

The most dellcate situstion which would
have to be deanlt with in the colonial ofMece
| was Jikely to be that of Canada' In those
| auestions which affected Itself and the
| United Simtes. What would be the relations
| between the United States and Cannda If
Ii'il‘out Britaln adopted a preferentinl sys-
| tem? The United States would reply to out
| preference by offering Canada special terma
and Canada would be free to make a cholen
|Ilm:w.-c-n Great Britnlr apnd  the United
Btates. That was just the kind of situation
which he belleved would be fatal to the
Imperial bond. He did not think that Great
| Britain’ expenditures ecould be cut down
| by the enormous extent some people im-
| agined. Cireat Britain could get a blg bit
| off the bill so far as concerned s navy,
; but a strong navy was essentinl. He was,
however, glad to think that there was a
| prospect of a substantial reduction belng
made in providing an efMelent navy. The
Iberal party must put the army on a busl-
ness like footing conslatent with due re-
striction of expenditure.

'NORWAY WANTS TO BE FREE

Hint of FPossible War fn Deadlock
Over Divislon of Consular
Force, § '\

(B

BTOCKHOLM, Feb. X —(8pe=ial Cable-
gram to The Bee)—The Intended departure
jof the king for Norway hus been postponed
| on aceount of the political situation, The
| press here generally urges that every ef-
| fort should be made to preserve the union
i between Sweden and Norway, deprecuting
| the speculation of the Norweginn press re-

garding eventual separatlon and the sub-
|-tilunnn ot a permanent alliapee or con-
| federation for the present unlon.

At the mixed council, held recently, In
{ which the discontinuation of negotiations
| was declded upon, the Norweglan minis.
| ters showed no disposition w respond to
| the king's appeal to both peoples In favor
of unlon.

In the year 182 the Norweglan Storthing
passed a resolutlon In favor of creating
forelgn consulatesy of its own, at present
ambassadors and consuls representing both
Bweden and Norway.

Indeed the king and the Forelgn office
are the only jolnt constituents of the twao
parts of the king's dominions. In 1815,
Norway, which for four centurles had
been united to Denwark, was Jolned to
Bweden us the result of a treaty signed
at Kiel the year previous. Each country
retalned Its own government, Parliament,
army. navy and customs, and In 1897 Nor-
way obtalned the right to fiy Its own na-
tional fag. The agltation, begun thirteen
yenrs ago, for separate consular represent-
atlve, wae obviously a miatter of great
difficulty and delicacy, and though King
Osear and the Bwedes have tacitly accopted
the principle, the negotintions have fallen
through, and
state recently announced that
existed, proporals and counter proposuls
| peing rejected by the two governments.
"1t 1s not impossible that the result may be
a war of Independence, the Norwoglans
demanding an sntirely independent Inter-
national existence. Norway Is oRsentially
e land of fresdom. Iis peoplo have over
since the unlon been Impatient of monarch-
fenl Indifference and eager for democratic
reforms

Owing, perhaps, to this spirit of inde-
pendence, the country has thriven commer-
clally, while in lterature Norway has
given a new lead to general thought, the
great European influsnces of the last quar-
tor of & century being found in ITbsen, Jorn.
sen and Lie. .

FINDING GOLD IN SCOTLAND

Eaperienced Miners Heport Veln of
Pay Dirt in Mountnins of
Kintnil,

a deadlock

GLABGOW, Feb. %.—(Special Cablegram
to The Bee)—"0Oold Hewn In at least one
of the mountalns of Kintall" says the
Beotsman, “and the ore s now belng
warked by two experienced miners, who
have followed the veln to a distance of
ninety feet Into the hillside, and who report
that the deeper it goes the richer It grows

“Phare |8 ground for the bellef that cer-
taln tests have proved that in the rock from
which our specimens came there (s no less
than & per cent of gold, If this be s
thers remains no doubt that the mine may
be worked to yield & handsome pront.’

DYING MAN KILLS A PRIEST

spanish Athelst Strangles Man Whe
Inninta Upon Administering
Rites of Chureh.

MADRID, Feb % —(Bpecial Cablegram to
The Bee)—A priest was Killed by a dying
map named Oces Pampana this weslk

Oces, who was & well known athelst, had
declined to recelve the Last sacrament, but
the priest Insisted upon entering his room
and provesded o fAdminister extreme une-
tion

The dying man thereupon seised the wged
and infirm priem by the ihroat and
strangled him before he could be relepmed,
Oces then foll back deoad wpon is pillow,

the Norweglnn minlster of

FIRE AT HOT SPRINGS

Bouthern Portion of Oity Destroyed, with
Lesa Exoseding a Million.

THREE PERSONS BURN TO DEATH

Boveral Are Reported Missing and Death
List May Be Increased.

—_——

SQUARE MILE OF BUILDINGS GONE

Beveral Hotels, Two Churohes, Jail and
Oounty Court House Consumed.

BLAZE STARTS IN GRAND CENTRAL HOUSE

Breese and
Hurt

It Is Fanned hy n StIff

Spreads Rapldiy—Severnl

by Jumping from Upper
Windows,

BPRINGS, Ark., Feb 3 -Fire
swept the southern portion of this city
snrly today dolng lmmense domage and
causing the known death of three persons.
Thie loeses are variously estimated at from
$L000,000 1o £2,000,000, ‘T'hree charred corpses
have been found among the rulns and as
soavern] persons are reporied missing, the
death list may be increased. The ldentity
of the victims has not been estabilshed.
One of the bodies 18 supposed to be that
of & female guest of the Grand Central
hotel,

The fire, Wwhich atarted at 4:80 o'clock thin
morning, was the worst (his state hns ever
experienced and in five hours had burned
over an area of one square mile. Hlock
after block of residences, business houses,
hotels and other bulldings were sWept
away and the entire town was panic
stricken, although the fire was confined to
the southern part of the city. Btreet car
wires and telegraph and telephone palen
were destroyed and communication Was
temporarily demoralized.

A fire swept area includes every house
on Chapel, all of Market street from Cen-
tral avenue west; Orange street to Grand
avenue and a portlon of Oak street.

Among the bulldings destroyed are the
Grand Central hotel, the Lee house, Moody
hotel, Plateau hotel, Columbia hotel, the
county court house, jall, First Methodist
oWurel. the Jewish church and a large
number of sesldences and stores, conserva-
tively estimated to number from X0 to 200,

Fire Starts In Grand Central Hotel,
The fire started In the Grand Central
hotel and its orlgin Is & mystery All of
the guests had retired for the night and
only the night clerk and watchman were
on duty when the Aames were discovered.
A strong north wind was blowing and
before the fire department ecould reach the
scene the flames sproad rapidly to adjoin-
ing bulldings. A general alarm  waa
sounded and every ongine In the city re-
sponded, Guests in the big hotels were
awakened and hundreds of these hastily
dressed and repalred to the scen¢ of the
conflagration. )

The n::fmen and pollee worked vallantly,
but their efforts could not check the onward
march of the flames, and to add to thelir
difficulties the water pressure gave out at 5
a’vlook.

Aucket brigndes were then formed, cltl-
gons and vieltors alike volunteering thelr
pervices Excitoment was general when the
flames got beyond control.

Many Jump from Windowns.

Many lodging houses and cheap restau-
rants were in the path of the fire and the
ocoupants were hurriedly apprised of thelr
danger. Many In thelr anxiety jumped from
windows and sustained severe brulses and
shock.

At daybreak the wind increased in foroe
and fanned the flames into a seething glare,
which Iit up the country for miles around
The fire swept along Central avenue south,
eating up building afrer bullding before
the peaupants conld recover thelr valuables
and many of whom barely escaped with
their lves

On the west side of Central avenuo a strip
of woods, covering about ten acres, arrested
the progress of the fire to the west.

The Park hotel through a favornbale shift
In the wind escaped destruction. The guesis
were hurrledly summoned from thelr rooms
and many of them packed trunks and
valises and made thelr way to the streets

After the fire had gained full headway
the streets became choked with people.

HOT

Hundreds of those who had been driven |
from their houses were running !‘rnntlrrt!l)'l

about, some carrying clothing, vallses and
other property, looking for & place of
gnfety. The police and cltizens rendered
these unfortunates every ald.

Mpyor George Belding took personal
churge of the fire and police forces and
Airected thelr efforts with the assistance of
Sherlff Willlams, Patrols were established
and the crowds kept back to the danger
lines.

Three Bodies Ave Found,

At 0 o'clock the fire had practically burned
iself out and the work of resous was
bhegun. In the riing of the Grand;Central
hotel a charred female body was found,
The remains conld not be (dentified and aw
the hotel register and other records were
burned the name may never be known. In
a Jndging house two unknown malé corpses
were discoverad

Mayor Belding Issued a proclamation
calling upon the citigens to open thelr
hotiges to the destitute and the appeal was
veapondsd ta on every mnlde. The large
hotela took in hundreds who had lost thelr
belongings and fed hundreds more.

A maas meeting called by the mayor met
this afternoon, Mayor Helding asked for
eontributions to nasist the destitute, and
generous donntlons were made. Many turf-
men subscribed Uberally to the fund, Mayor
Helding sald at the meeting that It waa his
opinion that the city ean take care of the
sltuation without an appenl for outside aid.

The telegraph oMces tonlght have been
nooded with telegrams from all parts of
the country asking If friends and relatives
of the sendera are safe. A number of those
messages wers probably occasioned by sen-
gatlonal reports sent out from here that the
lons of life wasn great. Four or five per.
mns are unaceounted for, bt the only vio.
tims that are known to have perished are
the three persons whose bodies have been
found

rartinl List of Places Destroyed.

Among the places destroyed are the resi-
dence of Ji. Willlams, the Willlams hard-
ware store, the Tennessee stables, Valley
stables and all of Market street from Cens
tral avenue west: the Hlumenstell block,
Gua Berlan store, Spear Dry Goods com-
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occast for Nebraska—Falr Sunday
and Monday.

NEWS SECTION-

1 New Chureh BIII Mere Liberal,
German Interests Are Active,
Fatal Fire In Hot Springs Hotel
Verdlet Agnlnst Rojestyensky.
Turkey Takes FAand in Tronbles,
Japs Capture Russinn Posltion.
No Money to Sink Artesinn Wells,
Farmer Memberas Form Combine.
Tee Gorge Breaks In Lonp River.
News from All Parts of Nehrasks.
Tom Dennison Goes to lowa,
Homer Salooniswte Are Convieted,
Past Week in Cwmahn Soclety,
Woman In Club and Charity
Happenings in Omahn Suburbs,
Day's Proveedings in Congreas.
Omnaha Dowlers Aent Kansan Clty,
Publie Library a Popular Place.
Affalras mt South Omahs,

John Steele's Impressions of Cuba.
Connecll Hlaffs and lowns News,
Public Documents that Are Needed
Lively Times on Stock Market.

"
10

EDITORIAL SECTION-

11 Sights and Scenes In 0ld Mexico,

12 Editorial.

10 Innogurations Past and Present,
Condition of Omaha's Trade.

17 Financial and Commercinl,

HALF-TONE SECTION=

I G. W, Lininger of the Park Board,
Curlous Capers Cant by Cupld,
Gosslp About Prominent People.
Two Nebraska Ploneers Are Dend.
Finys, I"inyers and Play Houses,
“Meturn of Sherlock Holmen'
Bankraptey Court OMelnla.

Mras. Henson Suecesnful in Business
Breeding Corn to Higher Grade,
Revival of Roller Siiating Crane,
Robine Come During Cold Wenther
In the Domaln of Womnan.
Sporting Gossip of the Week,

COLOR SECTION-

Huster PBrown's Mice,

Syrian Girls Worship Men.
From Far and Near,

A Modern Michael Strogofl,
The White Hest Cure,

Shapes of Great Men's Headn,
Conple Quarreln B,110 Times,
Most Fascinnting of Men,
Sara Bernhardt’'s Seven Fears.
Top o' the Mormin'.

Finlsh of Cholly Cashealler.
Allee Helpa the Paper Hanger.
The Murder In the 10,10,
Practioal Hints for Housekeepling,
Bevy of Stage Beanty.

2 ETAaa2 90 &S E-

10

Tempernture nt Omahn Yesterday:

Hour, Deg. Honr, Degm.
1 Meosess B8 1 Pi Muisuess OO
L heosses B4 P Mevenss B
T m... an P M.ssass B
] M. an P Mi..uaee BO
0 Beisess BT P Mooense BB
10 Msssees SN P Musvsea BN
11 A, M.oeeee 41 P MMasesss BO
18 Mmeccossons &7
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RIOTING AT CALUMET, MICH.

Siriking Tracilon Employes Destroy
Twoe Cara and Heat Motorman
Whe Fired Into a Crowd,

CALUMET, Mich, Feb. B.—A strike of
the employes of the Houghton County
Bireet Rallway company wis inauguorated
here today. Beventy-five employes, In-
cluding motormen, conductors and switeh-
men, refused to go to work until the com-
pany removes new men recently employed.
A week ago the employes organizged a union
and claim sinece them the company has

been Importing and employing nonunion
men. At Laurlum tonight an Interurban
car was mobbed by strike sympathizers

and two men were probably fatally injured
James Cummings of Chicago, the motor-
man, fired Into the erowd. He hit o man |
named Blackwood In the arm and the bul- |
et passed on and entered the stomach |
of Jaomes Rowe, Cumminge was 1hrn1
pulled from his ear and glven an unmer-
ciful beating. Both Cumminga and Rowe
were thken to a hospltal, where {t I8 feared
they will die. The mob demolished 1wo
CATA,

REWARD FOR ALLEGED BRIBER

Indiana Lexisiature Wil Be Asked
to Appropriate §5,000 to Secure
Arrest of 0. A, Baker,

INDIANAPOLIS, Feh.
investignting commities appointed by

2%5.—~The special

Bpeaker Cantwell to  Inquire into the
charges of bribery made by Representi-
tive Baker agalnst former Benator O. A,
Baker, finished its work today. The result
is that the Marion county grand jury will
be called Monday, It was decided to rec-
ommend thut $5,000 be appropristed to be |
used under the dhectlon of the governor |
to obtaln . A. Baker's arrest and to pur- |
sue the Inguiry further,

The contents of several telegrams, ad-
dArexaed to O, A, Biker, who I8 wanted on
the chirge of attempting to bribe Repre-
sentative Ananins Baker, have become
known to the detective department. The
wording of one of the telegrams |s: ““Ha
aure to win.'' There wera other telegrams
in cipher,

Thus far there
Baker.

olL PRODUCERS ORGANIZE

Independent Men of Kausas, Ohlo,
iinols and Indiana WIill Get
Together.

has been mno trace of

¥Fob, HB--Independent cruds
oil producers and refiners from Kansas,
Ondo, Ninels and Indlane joined In the
formatidn here today of an organization of
defense  aguinst the alleged eradicating
pressure of the Btandard Ol company. The
new organization Is to be known as the
National Crude Ol Producers’ assoclation,
Hoadguarters will be in Chicago. One of
the chief objects of the erganization s to
prevent discrimination In frelght rates, R,
H. Heap, president of the Ohlo Standard
Oll company, was the prime mover In the
establishment of the organization.

CHICAGO,

Movemenis of Ocean Vessels Feb, 25,
At New York—Arrived: Phlladﬂ?m.. from
Bouthampton: Etruria, from Li#ve :

Carpathla, from Trieste, Balled: Welm
for Naples; Bt. Louls, for Bouthampton;
Campanis, for Lidverpool, Graf Walderses,
for Hamburg; Republle, for Naples; Fur-1
nessis, for (lasgow: Frinz Adalbert, for |
Nnples,

A't yeenstown—Arrived: Umbria, from
New York

At Plymouth—Arrived: New York, from

New York

At Cherbourg—8alled: Bt Paul, for New

B i . | York,
B s conttcnces Y At Dover—8alled . Zeelund, for New York
| eran block of bulldings, residences of John | Ay Antwerp—Balled: Zeeland, for New
O'Brien, Fred Bammons, Thomas Golden, | York
F. Parker, Mrs. Laughton, Mra. Connelly Al \i‘hlﬂ-mm-—.ﬁrr!\'ml Bltatendam, from
| T Y 'IN r
J. O, Bear, Judge Teague, M. Bigier, J Nr\‘lr Manohenter—8alled: Caledontan; for
Muarks, W Swanringen; West cottugem | Doston, X . g
| Ghrand View hotel, Alhambra hotel, Alham- | _.\r| Liverpool —sulled Cevie, for New
bra bathhouse, FPalmyra hotel, pesidences | )\ Glasgow -Bulled: Hungarian, for Port-
of Mre. looney and B A, Bdmmons. On | land; Mongoliun, for New York
Central street the houses of Dr. A P thlk Havie—Hfalled . La Lorruine, for New
) () M

g - Pagt.) At Naplew—Arrived: Citta dl Navoll fro

Foainted w0 Fuman R lxu York, . ®

| bers of
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RUSSIA IS T0 BLAME

Majority of North 8ea Oourt Bays Rojest-
veasky Bhould Not Have Fired.

NO TORPEDO BOATS AMONG TRAWLERS

Fishermen Oommitted No Hostile Aot and
Bombardment is Unjustifiable,

VERDICT IS A COMPROMISE ONE
Inoident Due to Confusion Following
Breakdown of the Kamohatka
RUSSIAN COMMISSIONER DOES NOT CONCUR

Members Are Sorry Admirnl Did Noi
Inform Maritime Natioms of
Act but Do Net
Blame Him,

PARIB, Fob. ®.—(3:0 p. m.)=The decision
of the international commission hw in-
quiry of the North sea incldesi was pube
licly mnnounced at the elosing session to-
day. The decision lengihidy sets forth the
dircumstunces and inctdents and gives the
opindon of the admirvels on the varfious Im-
portant polnis involved. The decislon says
the delny of the Russlan transaport Kam-
schatkn, following the breakdown of “its
machinery, was perhaps the cause of the
Incident. The communder of the Kam-
schatka signaled to Admiral Rojestvensky

during the evening that he had been at-
tucked by torpedo boats. The admiral
therefore had reason to belleve he was
ulthcked and gave orders for strict vigls
lnnee  wgalnst the possible approach of
torpedn boats The majority of the coms
mission conmiders that Admiral Rojests

vensky's ordors were pnot excesslve In time
of war, particularly under the clreum-
atances, and that he had every reason to
consider the situntion very alarming.

“The commission,” the decision says,
“recognlze unanitmously thut the fAshing
fleet commitled no hostile act, and, the
muJority of the commissioners belng of
the opinlon that there were not, either
among the fishing boats nor in thelr viefn-
Ity, any torpedo boats, the opeplng of fire
by Admird]l Rojestvensky wus nst justis
fed,'*

RHussinn Commissioner Disngrees,

The declsion (urther says (he HRussinn
commissioner did not shure In the latter
oplnion.

“in any event.,' the decislon continues,
“the commissioners ure glad to recognize
unanimousiy that Admiral Hojestvenaky
personally did all he c¢ould from the come
mencement to the end to prevent the
trawlers (rom being the object of tre by
the Husslan sguadron.'’
Concerning  the squadron
without assisting the
the declelon says;
“The commissioners are unanimous that
under the clreumstunces preceding and
following the incident that there was such
uncertuinly concerning the danger to the
squadron s to warrant Admiral Rojest-
vensky In continuing his route.
“However, the majority regrets that the
admiral did not Inform the nelghboring
maritime powers of whut had occurred.'
The declsion concludes as follows:
“The commissioners declare that their
views as formulated are not of & nature
to cast any disrespect upon the military
vilor por upon the sentiments of humanity
of Admiral Rojestvensky and the personnel
of his squadron.'”
The closing session
presented @ brillunt scone. The spaclous
sulon of the Fureign office was crowded
with prominent oMelals, members of the
diplomatic corpg, including the Russian,
British and Americin ambassadors, mem-
the Japancse legation, oficers of
the urmy and navy, Judges of the highest
French courts and the wives and other
relatives of members of the commission.
Contrary to  expectation, the andmirals
forming the commission dld not wear full
uniforms, but appeared in ordinary clviiian
dress,

proceeding
damraged rawlers'

of the commission

Decislon a Compromise,
Admiral Fournler, president of the com-
misslon, read the decision amid an im-
pressive sllence, the spéctators following
it minutely, The geoneral impression among
the audience was that the decislon was
in the nature of a compromisge, as the
majority upproved the British contention
that no torpedo boats attacked Admiral
Rojestvensky's squadron and that there-
fore his apening fire was not justified, and
as the majority also approved the Russian
contention  that  Admirml Rojestvensky
acted according to his bellef, even though

| mistaken, und that therefore his sctlon did

not reflect upon his milltary valor or eendd-
ments of humanity.

Admirnl Fournler closed the commisaion
with a speech of thanks to its members.

He sald that each of them would return
to his country bearing as 0 recompense
for his labors the leglitimate satlsfaction

of duty well accomplished. They left be-
hind them a profound impression of estesm
tor the devotlon in which the diflcult task
had been performed,

A glgnifcant exchange of remarka was
made by #Hir Edward Frick, reprosenting
(ireat Britain, and Baron Taube, represent-
ing Russia. Both spoke In the most amica-
ble wspirit and eulogizod the arcbiteation,
Sir Edward sald:

“This Is one of the most Important events
ever brought bafore an International court.
All shaould feel grateful with the sutis-
faciory resulfs attained.”’

The apeaker closed with the quotation:

“Peace hath her victories loas re-
nowned than war."

lear Admiral Charles H. Davis (Unlted
Btntes) sald copoerning the decision:

“The conclusions ssem (0 me o be equlta-
ble. They are formulated In & manner to
satisfy the legitmate desire of the two
parties and mark an important step in the
Paolfic solutlon of International conflicts.”

s

Great Britain is Pleased,
LONDON, ¥Feb % —~The Forelgn office
reoelved the fndiugs of the North sen

commission with apparent equanimity, but
declined to give out uny ofMclal expression
of opinion thereon. An official sald o the
Associated Pross

“The findings of the commislon are final.
Wae therefore must be satisfied and it would
be bad toste for us to express dissstisfuc-
ton."”

The Amocianted Press understands, unom-
clally, however, that the Forelgn ofMcs is
well ploased with the Andings,

The findings wero recelvod In London,
with every algn of gratifeation. which was
all the more marked because of the pro-
miture reports that the decimion of the
adimirals had been of an antl-Britsh ohir-
scter. The whole report Iy regarded here
us discrediting the HRussiun o
the phrase that the firing wea net ug.
duly prolonged, which secms 1o afford ™
pertaln Justification for opening the firing,
i ut the same Hmne takon as Implying that
the Russlans conlinued to fire after thoy
Led dlwoovered thelr misiake. The deflnlie

Bt even



