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Arcensglon by the bomb route seems
to have the ecall over In Russin.

The danger is that the bombs may
hold out longer thin the Husslan grand
dukes, 1

¢ - — -

No one will blame Maxim Gorky If he
“views with alarm” the sound which pro-
ceeds from Moscow.

———

A big fireproof office bullding for rall-
rond occupants exclusively wounld be a
fine acquisition for Omaha, Push (t

#long,
—— e

All snowbound rullroads leading into
Omnha have been swept clean, but not
g0 all the snowbound sidewalks In
Omnha,

E—————
Wonld it not be a great deal better if

those charter discussions were had at
meetings here In Omaha Instend of at
meetings down at Liucoln? o

—rr——

Events at Lincoln are demonstrating
that all of the men who would doctor
our laws do not think it necessary for a
college to confer the degres,

————

It will take an event of real impor-
tance to keep Cleveland out of the lime-
light when Andrew Carnegle begins tes-
tifying in the Chadwick case.

e ——

One of the pecullar things of politics
is that the senaté should go behind
closed doors to do just what everybody
expects it to do and noborldy wants,

T —

It 1s now sald that the czar has been
considering peace terms, but it appar-
ently took the explosion at Moscow to
Jar the news loose at 8t. Petershurg.

The oldest member of the Hungarian
Diet presided when that body was called
together after the election. Hungary
knows how to honor a man of many bat-
tles,

T————

Emperor William in consenting to ac
cept an Ameriean colleginte dogree has
demonstrated that he belleves something
can still be added to the “kalser-koenlg-
leha' title.

e

When the United States supreme court
thinks of the Knnsas legislature it prob-
ably hears a call to work overtime as
soon as the lawyers get around to sev-
ernl new laws,

——e e —

That lynching In Texas was probably
not intended nas a curtaln ralser to the
proposed visit of President Roosevelt,
but It may glve him a tip on what Texus
needs in the way of advice.

e ——

In view of the report of the committee
investigating the Panama Rallroad com-
pany It might be well to abolish the
canal commisslon before the members
become accustomoed to recelving divi

dends on stock they never bought,
e E—

While leglslating on the subject, some
measure that would compel the rallroads
to give reasonable train service to ac-
commodate the public would be hailed
with delight by dozens of towns in this
state that frequertly have to walt two
and three days for mail that should be
dellvered the samo day as posted.

——eee—

Bouth Omaha democrats are fighting
shy of the Crawford county direct prl-
mary system even In such a trivial po-
litical contest as the nomination of
candidates for the school board. The
average South Omaha democratic poll-
ticlan bangs on tenaclously to his rake-
off privileges as a conventlon delegate,

——

The Prospect Hill club, composed of
& baker's doxen, some of whom, If not
all, were, doubtiess, participants in the
boodle distribution made by the electric
light eompany to defeat the municipal
lght plant bonds last full, are sald to
bave resoluted In favor of the Howell-
Dodge water bill on the ground chiefly
because Howell and the electrie light
boodle distribution were Intlmately con-
Rected.

1t Is coneeded on all bands, excopting
possibly by rallway managers, that lo-
cal ralirond rates in Nebraska have al-
ways been and are now from IZ5 to 40
per cent higher than the local rates ex-
acted from shippers of lowa amd Mis-
gourl, and from 10 to 20 per cent higher
than the local rates that prevall in Kan-
gas for the same class of commodities.
This marked divergence in rates might
have been justiflable fifteen or twenty
yours ago by reason of the diference In
the volume of tratlic and cost of opera-
tlon, but It would scarcely be contended
that It Is justifianble at this time and
from now on. It would be too much to
expect, however, that the rallway man-
ngers will volunteer to make reductions
that would render rallway regulation by
the legislature unnecessary.

The maximum rate law enacted in
1803 fixed the local rates for Nebraska
80 per cent higher than were the maxi-
mum rates then established In Iowa, but
the raflroads In solld phalanx resisted
its enforcement and succeeded In Its spus-
pension on the ground that the volume
of traffic In 1804-1805 had been reduced
to such an extent by reason of the
drouth that the enforeement of the law
wonld cause the rallroads to operate at
a loss. The fact that the volame of
trafic In Nebraska has doubled, trebled,
and In some Ipstances quadrupled,
within the past five years 1s not taken
Into account, however, and will not be
unlegs the legislature shall come to the
relief of the people with enforcible rafl-
way regulation laws.

Three modes of state rallroad regula-
tion are open to the logislature:

1. A mepsgure for immedinte rellef hy
the passage of & commodity rate bill
that will make a horizontal reduction
of from 10 to 156 per cent on graln, live
stock, lumber, coal and heavy products
rilsed on the farm and purchased by the
farmer,

2. A measure that will provide for the
enforcement of the Inws already on the
statute books prohibiting disertmination
and favoritlsm by rebates and other
methods through the enactment of a lnw
reviving the State Board of Transporta-
tion by making the state officers acting
a8 a board of publle lands and bulldings
perform ita dutles, .

3. The submission of a constitutional
amendment creating a raflroad cominls-
slon,

It may be safely predicted that the
rallrond attorneys and rallroad lobby
will favor the last measure and oppose
all bills making a commodity rate redoe-
tion, or authorizing an existing board to
perform the functlions ordiuarily devolv-
Ing on the rallroad commiesion. The
firat and second of these measures con-
templates immediate relief; the last con-
templates relief at some future tlme,
possibly never.

A commodity cate bill means fo the
people of Nebraska a saving of hundreds
of thousands of dollars this year, and a
corresponding reductlon of gross earn-
Ings to the rallroads. The re-creation
of the State Board of i‘l:nnspomtlon

holds out the possililityy If not the
promise, of intervention the part of
gtate officers acting for' the people

agalnst unjust discrimination affecting
either shippers or localities. The pro-
poked creation of a commisslon by con-
stitutional amendment, If It ecarries,
would not go Into effect for at least two
years, or by the year 1007, when we may
have another drouth year and a lighter
volume of trafMic. In that event ma-
terial rate reduction would agnin he
stalled by appeal to the courts, whereas
a reduction now would be sustalned by
the courts because of the extraordinary
volume of frafic.

Obviously the econstitutional amend-
ment eannot be submitted unttl Novem-
bor, 1008, and would not go Into effect
until January, 1007, Obvlously, also, a
constitutional amendment does not ex-
ecute ftself. Tt would require legisln-
tlon in 1007 to define the powers and
duties of the ruilroad commission, and
If such law is enncted the commissloners
to enforce the law are not llkely to be
elected until Novembeér, 1007, which is
tantamount to postponement of effective
rallroad regulation until 1008,

The proper thing for the present leg-
islature to dp Is to enact all three meas-
ures,

1. Pass the commodity rate bil,

2. Pnss a bl making it the duty of
the State Board of Lands and Bulldings
to perform the functions formerly de-
volving upon the State Board of Trans-
portation,

8. Bubmit the constitutional amend.
ment for an elective rallroad commis-
glon.

All these measures may not glve the
people absolute rellef from the abuses
to which they have been and continue
to be subjected by publle earriers, but
they will go n great ways toward mak-
Ing the relations of the rallroads and
thelr patrons more equitable and more
amicahble,

e —

DEATH OF A GREAT FINANCIER.

Very few persons today remember
the wonderful financlal service ren-
dered the government of the United
Btates in the civil war by Jay Cooke,
who died Thursday, but what he did Is
a8 worthy of being remembered as the
work and deeds of the greatest states.
men and soldiers of that period, Born
in Ohlo, Jay Cooke went early in life to
Philadelphis and engaged in the bank-
Ing business. When the war came on
between the north and the south he was
at the head of a banking house fn Phily-
delphin which bore his name and he
#oon had branches In Washington and
London, Balmon P. Chase, secretary
of the treasury, saw that M. Cooke
was the man of the hour for the gov-
ernment to rely upon to raise money to
carry on the war,

The financial outlook at the thme was
very black. The Buchanan sdministra.
tion had left an emply treasury and it
#eemed lhwpossible for the government
to borrow money at less rate of inter-
o8t than 1 per cent & moath. But
Cooke was equal to' the occasion. He

his plan was approved that a great “pop-
ular loan™ shonld be started, with an ap-
peal that would touch the hearts as well
as the pockets of his countrymen. It
was at that same conference; too, he In-
Auced the bankers to loan the govern-
ment $50,000,000 to meet Its Immediate
nes<ds, Mr. Cooke was soon thereafter
appointed ag the financial agent of the
government in placing its bonds.  His
task was gigantle, but he was equal to
its demands, securing In four years for
the government from the sale of bonds
the lmwmwense sum of twenty-five hundred
miilllon dollars.

The great secretary of the trensury,
Salmon P. Chase, leaned upon Jay, Cooke
In the gloomlest days of the republic's
half-paralysed eredit and General Grant
declared that to the labors of Cooke,
more than to those of any other man,
was due the continued life of the natlon.
A man with such a record of usefulness
to his country, whose gervices at a vital
perlod of our history were of such trans-
cendent value. Is certalnly entitled to be
remembered by his countrymen and to
thelr Insting esteem. We honor the mem-
ory of Robert Morris, the flnancier of
the revolution. Why shall we not also
honor the memory of Jay Cooke, the
financler of the clvil war?

S

ASSASSINATION OF DUKE SERGIUS.

The assassination of the czar's uncle,
Grand Duke Berglus, will revive uni-
versal interest In the conditions lu Rus-
sln. The blow strikes close to the head
of the emplre, for no one had greater
influence with Nicholas than the mur-
dered man, who was a leader of the re-
actlonaries and an enrnest supporter of
the autocracy. It has been understood
thnt Serglus, at the head of the grand
dukes, has been the chief obstacle in the
winy of putting into eect the political
reforms asked for by the gzemstvos,
What effect his removal will have upon
the sltuntion ean only be conjectured,
but It furnishes renewed evidence that
the spirit of revolt Is still active and
warng the c¢zar himself that he |8 not
secure from the danger of assassination.
A naturally-timid man, this tragedy wil]
undoubtedly Intensify the appreliensién
that continually weighs upon him.

Only a few days ago it was reported
that affairs were resuming their usual
order. It was sald that the greatest
confidence prevailed that the measures
taken by the government in behalf of
the workmen would prove sntisfactory
and that the politieal slde of the agita-
tion was no longer consldered a gerious
factor. Manifestly this was merely a
surface view of conditlons. The trag-
eldy at Moscow will stir Russin from
center to clrecumference, It may lead
the party of autocraey to give more
earnest attention to the demands of the
people, whiks on the other hand it may
cause the adoption of more drastie
mensures for the repression of those
who are known to be hostile to the gov-
ernment. It I8 quite possible that 1t will
have an influence in the Interest of
peace In the far east. The efvillzed
worll will await the events to follow
this tragedy with the profoundest In-
terest,

—

THE SAN DOMINGO MATTER.

Presidept. Roosevelt’'s communieation
to congress in regard to the agreement
by which the United States assumes the
obllgation of collecting and disbursing
the customs reveuue of the republic of
S8an Domingo I8 an enlightening state-
ment of a mutter that has commanded
a great deal of interest and M regard to
which the administration has been more
or less sharply eritlelsed. The president
clearly points onut the conditions whiel
seem to justify the intervent’''n of this
government and which are piretty gener-
ally understood by those who have taken
the trouble to familiarize themselves
with the matter, 8an Domingo I8 heay-
ily In debt, a large part of the obligations
of the republic being due to forelgners,
who have been clamoring for payment,
Almost constantly harrassed by révolu-
tion, the country has been unable to
satisfy the demands of creditors and for
several years has been in danger of Fu-
ropenn aggression. The present govern-
ment there appenled to the United States
to glve it asslstance which would afford
relief from the lmpending danger and
this appenl was glven favorable consld-
eration. In the judgment of the presi-
dent the course of our government in en-
tering Into the agreement with Ban Do-
mingoe was entirely proper and  Jjustifl-
able,

This view Is based In part upon the
proposition that the Monroe doctrine
warrants and requireg our interposition
In a case of this kind. “We on our part
are simply performing in peaceful man-
ner,” says the president, “part of that
International duty which 18 necessarily
involved In the assertlon of the Monroe
doetrine,” and he urges that If this be
done In good faith a general acceptance
of that doctrine will surely follow, which
will mean “an Increase of the sphere In
which peaceful measures for the setile-
ment, of loternational difculties grad-
ually displace those of a warllke char-
acter” If this can fairly be intefpreted
as meaning that the Monroe doctrine
makes 1t the duty of this country to as-
fume any responsibility for the financial
obligations of the independent countries
of the western hemisphers there are un-
doubtedly a great many who will dis-
agree with the president’s position, as
being an expanglon of the Monroe doc-
trine that was not Intended by its au-
thor. This part of President Roosevelt's
message |8 qulte certaln to provoke no
little discussion, the tenor pf which will
bo noted with a good deal of Interest,

-

When it comes to maintalning the dig-
nity of the law-making branch of gov-
ernment the house {8 not behind the sen.
ate, as shown by Its action on the wheat
rebate measore, and that dignlty seems
to be more generally admitted as & mat-
ter of fact and not a matter of sentiment
than the dignity of the senators.

e —

One communlestion cenlling attention

to the multiplieity of damage clalms

ngalust the city fer defective sidewalk

called upon & number of big banks u:J

eity of abolishing altogether ns soon as
possible the privilege of laylng wooden
sidewalks now enjoyed by property
owners. The wooden sldewalk may be
cheap to the person who puts it down In
the first place, but It comes high to the
city, which is responsible for the dam-
age sulte,

If interested parties are trying to ore-
ate the impression down at Lincoln that
the people of Omaha do not care
whether thelr city charter is amended to
meet present conditions or not, the mem-
bers of the delegation should put their
ears to the ground. It might be well
to recall also that of the last legislative
delegation from Douglas county only
one was returned for a second term.

The pubileation of the schedule of
league base ball games at this particu-
Iar time Is & welcome reminder that the
weather will permit us to sit on the
bleachers before long If we only wait
patiently for the leaves to fall off the
calendar,

Well, Hardly!
Kansas City Star.

It I8 hardly expected, however, that the
United Statea senate will go 8o far as to
try to read Theodore Roosevelt out of
the republlican party.

Good Time for Snow Plowing,
Washington Paonst,
Bradsireet's reports a dull opening for
the spring trade. Most of the traveling
men who are out with their straw hat

gamples are snowbound—

Information for the Czar.
Bt. Louls Republle.

King Edward, In opening Parllament, nn-
nouncen]l that Great Britaln has maintained
the etrictest neutrality In the Japunecse-
Russian war. This information should be
conveyed to Bt, Petersburg, where it will
be recelved with Interest, If not as newa,

Sirange (ontrnsis,

Portland Oregonlan.
Modernity and medinevallsm are ourl-
ously mingled In the report from Mexico
City that a huge new bullding is to be
bullt of steel and masonry. The structure
is belng planned on the most Improved
methoda of construotion and 18 to give
18,000 persons an opportunity to witness in
comfort the slaughter of horses and bulls,

-

Waork for Willing Hands,
New York Tribune,

There are sald to be 70,000 or 100,000 men
out of work In New York, yet a reporter
dresaed as 4 working man found two jobs
in two days and could have had two more,
but he ran away frcm them, There may
not be a well pald job walting for every
man, but anyone able and willlng to work
probably can find work If he sets about it
regolutely and ls willing to do any honest
work, rather than beg or starve,

o
Another Canteen Inguiry,
Kansas City Btar,

Becrotary Taft has Informed Representa-
tive Littlefield that not only most of the
army offlcers, but the secretary of war
himuelf _ate all disposed to favor the re-
establishment of the ‘army canteen, The
perversity of the antl-canteen advocates is
truly amazing. Thoss senators and repre-
sentatives who are in favor of the present
“reform' regulatlons may be regarded as
merely obedient to what they belleve to
bo thelr politiend Interesis; but on the
outside the opposition to the cantsen repre.
sonts o perverse mdbherence to an adopted
prineciple, In spite of the fact that the prac-
tice, whatever the principle may he worth,
Is Injurious. No true reformer can longer
support the abolition of the army canteen,
To do so is to uphold a reactionary meas-
ure which hus been détrimental to the
moraly, the health and the discipline of the
army, And this is on the testimony of o
great majority of tho officers and of tho
wives, mothers and slsters of the soldlers,

STANDARD 0OIL INTERESTS,

A Factor in Two-Thirds of the Rall-
rond Mileage of the Country.
Hpringfield (Masgs) Republican,
Home caleulation, which would be im-
prossive, might be made of the extent to
which the Btandard Oll interesis have come
into control of the vast syndicated wealth
of the country—of thelr presence In the
direction of rallroads, of many great met-
ropolitan banks and of such Industrial cor-
porations as Amalgnmated Copper, United
Blates Bteol, ete. But the present Inquiry
relates to the Standard Oll group of mil-
llondires In the domination of rallroads
whers there has recently been a rapld ex-
tension of this sinister Influence, The
Now York Evening Post prints this list of
rallronds In whose management “‘the Stan-

dard Ol Interest Is nrow openly recog-
nized:”

®,
Atchlson .......} L > g
Baltimore & Ohlo R
Chleagn & Alton "6
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Puul..,,.. 66388
Chicago & Northwestern. 7,40
Rock Island S8ystem............ 16,000
Delaware, Lackawunna & W M7
Delaware & Hudson [T
Denver & Rlo Grande 2,460
T LT T U T — 4,668
NUDOIN QOBLIRL (ivivvcioiavisinanes v 4001
Kansas City Bouthern........ T PP R0
Missourl, ansas & Texam. ........... 2,713
Missour! Pacific System............... 1,000
New York Contral ......coooimiiiirsnniss 11,178
New York, New Haven & Hartford., 2027

hag

Naw York, Ontario &
Northern 8ecurities ...
Oregon Rallroad and
Oregon Short Line....
Reading -.......c.cc..
Bouthern Paclfio ...
Unlon Paclfio

WO dnssaaanres by i nras i raniais

These rallroads embrace about twa-
thirds of the total mileage of the country,
and they do not include all the great
Pennsylvanla system of above 11,060 miles,
in which the same financial group are
supposed to be acoumulnting a large In-
tarest.

This exhibit 18 of a character to put
beyond much of any question the state-
ment which s frequently made that the
rallroads of the United States are practl-
cally under the direction of hadf n dozen
meén~private clifgens holding themsslves
under no oligation to represent or forward
any other Interests than those of thelr
own and the pockets of the Individuals
whom they represent. It |s within the
power of these hLalf dozen men, by n
slight apd almost Impereceptible advance
In the rate, or by a change In frelght
claghifoations, which few people would be
ahle to understand, to Impose & tax upon
the ocountry amounting to tens of milllons
of dollars yearly—to divert in almost un-
limited extent the property of the many
to the pockets of the few,

The country In being told by many news-
pipars, congressmen and others that it
would be dangerous to lodge In o govern-
ment commistion of ive or seven men the
power to regulate and adjust rallropd
raténs, But if that would e dungerous
power In the hands of seven men moved
by no other Interest than to establish falr
and reamonuble dealings between the rall-
roads and the great body of people oon-
stituting thelr patrons, how much more
dangerous must it be When ponsessed by
moven private oitisens actunted by selfish
Interests cxclusively,

In the lght of the facts of the ecuse
what boldness of the ollgarchical spirit
entyrs into this opposition te government
cantrol of rallroad rates

Western

Navigation

Plecomenl reform In the ardér of the An'y
In Russia; liberal provisions for the free.
dom of the press have already been pube
lished, More, humane factory regulatlons
are promised. But plecemeal reform seems
to be necompanied by plecemeal revolution
Poland s now the storm center, but there
are muiterings all the way to the Caucamus
Indeed, there I8 too much reason to foar
that any gratitude for the favors grad.
uval'y doled out Is discounted befors the
beneflt Is experienced. Confusion of coun-
olle has prevented the csar from taking any
ftep bold and generous enough to touch
the imagination of hin people. In fact, he
displays a singular incapacity to face the
facts as they are. An honest exprossion of
regret for the BL Patersburg siaughter,
mich as his libetal ministers pressed upon
him, might have checked the current of in-
dignation. A proclamation fearkessly liberal
in tenor might have worked powerfully
against the revolutionary fermont The
oase calla for a certaln gallantry which 1t
peems Impossible for a weak soverslgn be-
g6t by scheming ndvisers to achleve, The
policy of drift leads only one way-1o revo-
lutlon.

—en

Year by year the great wilderness of
houses which is London continues to spread
fiver the face of the surrounding country.
Country villangea become suburbs, and pres-
ently, as new rallronds, tubes or electric
tramways bring them In closer touch wlith
the center, themselves acquire all the char-
facteristics of purely urban districts. As a
rule the old tnhabitants are absorbed and
disappear In the new population. But there
are many to whom spice and fresh sair and
all the other concomitants of country life
are essantinle, and these, unless they pos-
#ass enough land of their own to be Indif-
ferent to what encircles it, or enough
woealth (o desples the offers of the specula-
tive bullder, are forced to uproot thems-
eelves from thelr old homes and old asso-
olations and emlgrate alsowhera, This
process applies no less to Institutions than
to individuals, and to nons more than to
the great publle schools which, whatever
the deficlencies of thelr methods of Instrue-
tion, yet exercime so great and valuable an
Influence upon the formation—one Is almost
tempted to say tha standard@zation—of the
national echaracter. In that Influsnes the
auter eonvironment playva no unimportant
part, The falr slghts and sounds amid
whioh Plato wished to sduente the cltizens
of his |deal state are not to be found In the
crowded heart of a great clty, still less,
perhaps, In Its somewhat quleter, but
dingler and drearier, periphery. One after
another the great schools in the center of
London have realized this and have trans-
ferred themeelves to new surroundings.

Ll

Kossuth's reception by the emperor of
Austria Is a dramatle Incident and one
that may prove to be a very shrewd po-
litical move. Kossuth's great victory at
the last election has made him the fore
most figure In the polities of his country.
In the natural order of events he would
become prime miulster, Kossuth's success
does not necessarily threaten the stabflity
of the emplre. The sobering nand chnsten-
Ing effect of power upon the individual s
cértaln to make Itself felt In thls case. The
Influence of the emperor's personality (s
atill very great, and his political wisdom
has been demonstrated so often that It is
not Hkely .to be wanting now. The em-
pefor probably feels that freedom to talk
and act may lead the ex-revolutionlat and
his followers into less dangerous paths, nnd
that practical experience In earrying on the
difficult Hungarlan government will modify
the demand for economle separation, upon
which Koesuth Inslsted In his talk with the
aged monarch na the only way to bring
about peace between the two countries. It
may, of course, yvel come to pass that the
questlon of separation will be submitted to
the enlarged Hungarian electorato, But
there are, soms reasons for belloving that
Wossuth’s followers care véry much less
about thelr programe now that they have
obtalned practienl control of the govern-
ment,

0

The old dispute betweoen Norway and
Sweden respecting the matter of separate
consuls s agaln approaching, or has al-
ready renched, a critieal stange. Norway
and Sweden have commercial rivalries,
Norway outranks Bweden, however, and in-
#ste that her commercinl interests shall
not be committed to agents who are also
serving Bweden, Norway deslres a separ-
nte forelgn department and separate oon-
sulnr representation. Recent negotlations
between the two countries on the question
have folled to relleve the situstion, which,
it s mald, has now assumed i serious phase.
It is intimated that the dissolution of the
urilon is threatened, It was declared a day
or two ago by the Norweglon premier that
a hetter working form of co-operntion with
Bwedon must he considersd If the existing
bond between the countries s to continue,
The consular negotiations have been sus-
pended, and King Oscar finds he |8 unable
to cope with the present difficult situas
tlon.

ane

An English engineer of sdme standing
has written to the London newspapers to
sound a note of dreadful warning. He is
apparently convinced that at no distant
dite the British metropolis, or hugs slices
of It, at ull events, will go sliding off from
fta foundations Into some unknown and
fathomless abyes, The deep tube rallways,
it scems, are to cause this eatastrophe.
His explunation 1s too technleal for brier
report, and can be indicated only in & very
general way., London subsoll |s of clay,
some hundreds of feet In thickness, which
forms a serlea of basins, gradunlly sloping
down to a point below the bed of the
Thames, These basins are filled with water,
coming from the surface, which flows from
ane recepticcls Lo wnother untll It reaches
the river, Bo long ns the basins are kept
full, the top soll was properly supported,
but this prophet of evil declures that the
subwnys, In some manner, hiave creatod
new sluloeways, and are gradually draln-
ing these subterrancan ponds, causing enor-
mous empty spaces into which the foun-
dations of the Britlsh capiinl will slowly
but inevitably settle. Already, he says,
settiements are ocourring at different places
in London, nnd great bulldings are show-
ing large cracks. He implores the au-
thoritles to tuke timely warning, but neo
publio panic has manifested Itself as yel.

GIVING AND HRECEIVING BRIDES,

Phases of the Hoodle Question De-
veloped in Severnl States,
Washington Post.

There are apparently as many sides to
the boodle proposition as there I8 to the
divoree question, and the solution s almost
as difficult. Beveral of the state legisla-
tures now In msession are wrestling with
different phases of the bribery and lobby
evil, and remedien proposed Are As numer-
ous and varied as the means employed by
those who seek 1o secure legislation by cor-
rupt methods. Kansas |s making & war on
bribers and lobbyista, and a bill has been
offered in the leglalature legalizing the ad-
ministration of a sult of tar and feathers
to thedobbylst who attemps (o bribe 4 mem-
ber of the law-making body. In Missourd
the govermor of the state has taken the
matter into his personal charge and has
lesued orders requiring all lobbyiste to call
upon him, when they arrive at the capital,
explain thelr business and get out of the
town In thirty hours. In Callfornia a lobby-
Ist haws testified that he passed money. in
1360 rolla, to four Aifferent members of the
#tite penate, In the furtherance of Jesired
legismation., In llinols & member of the
house has been expeliad for making charges
of hoodling aganinst his colleagues and fall-
Ing to sustain them, Thess are notable in-
stances of the spirit of charge and counter-

charge reflecting upon the Integrity of

On the heels of the agitation agninst lob-
bylsts in Kansas comes Ahe decision of the
supreme court of thut state to the eoffect
that it does not constitute a felony for a
public oMelal to solleit a bribe, the court
holding that the crime has not beén com-
mitted until the bribe Ia offered and pald
In other =stales the Jaw ix specific In making
the solleitation of a bribe as grest an
offenms as the proffer of i1, and this appeals
to common sense, for there s nothing more
certain than that the lobbyist and the
briber would not exist If there was no mar-
ket for thelr services among susceptible
officials, The man who nceopts a bribe 1s
A8 gullty as the briber, just an the rmeclver
of property known to have been siolen
shares responsibility with the thief. It Is
contended that to punish the man who ace
cepts the bribe would make It diMcult to
spcure evidence needed for conviction of
the briber, but to punish only the briber
woilld alro open the way for conspiracy,
blackmall and other methods of Injuring
men and measures quite am reprehensible
as purchase of votes and Influence

While the exposures of graft, real and al-
leged, 1n the law-miaking bodles of the dif-
ferent statos constitute something of n pub-
e meandal, the altuation Is not without its
encouraging featurers. It furnishes an in-
dieation that the old relgn of the profes-
slonal lobhbylst 1a over: that the peaple are
witching with lively Intorest the conduct
of thelr ofMcinls and the publie conmfence
Is being awakened to the degree that will
soon find s manifestation In the demand
for the nomination und electlon of o higher
grade of men to public office. The people
aro learning that graft s nonpartisan and
opposition to It s growing strong enough
to break down the birrier of party lines to
accomplish Ita ellmination.

POLITICAL DRIFT,

The “blecding commonwealth’™ 1s working
overtime on the question, “Is the Standard
Ofl company bigger than the state of Kan-
sas T’

A nervy Cleveland councilman, in open
moeating, called Mayor Tom Johns=on n linr.

His honor merely smiled a knowing smile, |

which was trunslated to

touched me

What Is classed as “the world's canlest
Job™ 18 held by one Doa C. Johnson in the
senate end of the Minnesota state capltal,
Mr. Johnson's laborlous dutly conslsts in
drawing a ealary of 35 a day,

No one c¢an falrly dispute President
Roosevelt's supremacy ns an exemplar of
the strenuous life. At the dinner In “Lit-
tle Hungary'' he went againat such dinner
confections as Csiga: Leves, Tarhonva
Bashegy! Kabanyal and Kaposztas, without
apparent Injury to his interior department,

The arrival of "Bat" Masterson in New
York City to take the post of Deputy
United States marshal I8 merely prefatory
to his acceptance of an appointment on the
detective force of Greater New York. No
two men of opposite political, parties are
more ardent admirers one of the other thun
Willlam McAdoo, pollee commissioner, and
Theodore Roosoevelt, president.

Ex-Governor James E. Campball of Ohlo,
who for the last four or five years has
practiced luw In New York City, last night
at the Fifth Avenue hotel announéed (hat
he would s0on move back to Chio to prics
tiee lnw, making his home In Columbus,
In connection with Mr. Campbell's plans
it wos learned that his democratic friends
in the Buckeye state are quletly working
tip & boom for him for the governorship
nomination next fall agailnst Governor
Myron T. Herrick, who expects to be re-
nominated by the republicans,

An Interesting story of business dove-
tallrd with party politics comes from New
York state. It Is In offect that the savings
banks of the state, which have more than
2,000,000 depositors, demanded of Governor
Higging before the election that he should
promise to recommend the repeal of the
tax on thelr surplus resources, When he
hesitated It wos Intimated to him that the
banks, regardless of the politles of their
officers, would put Into every bank boak n
leaflet bearing the Information that the
republican administration of the stats had
compelled the banks to reduce thelr intereat
4 per cent by imposing new taxation upon
them. At this Higgins ussented, and In an-
tieipation of the repeal of the tux the save
ings banks Increased their interest on the
first of January 4% per cent. Now the re-
publican party 18 reported to be {ndlsposed
to repeal the tax.
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cream of
tartar derived from grapes.
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Made from pure

 ——
LAUGHING GAS,

Wot

Y ; i wultin outslde
Momely Wraggs (w1 R rhifed

did de womun say when yo asked ‘e

band out?

Wareham Long—Hhe sald sha was Jist
out o sonp, but If 1 would walt a second
she'd give me some Lllin' hot water, You
can tackle da next ones, blame ye!—Chi-

cagao Tribune.

“"Ah!
mke

dear,” slghed she, “doea It not
you fee]l betier to gage upnn”th.
red glory of a winter sunset like this?

“Not much,” replled her practical hus-
band, "it looks =0 much like & fire and

thiut reminds me of our coal bIL"—FPhila-

delphin Preas,

“You've got a4 new minlster, I hear. Goed
talker ™’

*You, and he always sponks extempore]
never prepards a sermon in advanoe,

“Ah! 1 see.  He doest’t practice what
he preaches. ' —Philadelphia Ledgor.

“Henry, wake upl"” exclaimed Mrs. Peck.
“I'm positive 1 hear burglirs downstalrs.
Get up and peo If you can locate them,

“My dear,” replied Honry, as he buried
hin hiead under the plilow, "1'm very par-
ticulnr about my associntes, and 1 draw
the line ot vulgar burglars.'" —Chicage Jour-
nal.

I whould like to become an optlt.l.:ld."
anfld the man who scldom smiles. ‘“‘How
would you adyvige me to go about {t?

“Well,” anewered the man with ashes on
his goat eollsr, “you want to start out by
hreaking your thermometer and then quit
keoplng any pocount of your fuel bllls'' —
Washington Buur.

“Didn‘'t T see you taking a
terdny with Dr., Klose? 1'fl be
pay for L™

“Well, it was his treat.
n."

drink yea-
t he didn't
e sugmgested

“‘But 4id he pay for e’

“My dear man, don't you know yon
have to pay for it when a doctor treats
you?'—Philndelphin Press,

AN IMPORTANT QUESTION,

Baltimore American.
Just now through the nation g question s
fiying,
The \vi{d'-ws Are unktnr eiach other a quiz;
“Tis not the best method for dusting or

dying,
*Tis not what the secret of youthfulness

Instead, IU's o query quite widely divergent,

A notlon that's born of a newspaper
knook;

And this the Ingulry that's eome to be ur-

Eent;
Oh, suy, dld you ever got muarried to
Hoch?

No odds where they llve, In Dubuque or
Decatur;
No odds where they lost number one,
two, or three;
Each woman who's shed her famillas pater
Is like to have taken the Johann degree,
His wives are dispersed from the Inkes to
eAch ocean;

Thnlblo\. xuch ns haven't boan led to the

ookl

He wedded as oft as he toock the fool
notion—

Bay, widow, you ever been married to
Hoch?

How few we will find from New York to
Chleago,

Whose Inte left them
some coln,

Put Jobhnnn has made them, contrary to

untamented had

aw,
His way tlll thelr money he chanced to
aurloin.
Bo all the inguiry
ringing,
The innocent, care-besst echoes to mock—
Before it has stopped, poor Johnnn may ba
sw!nzlnsf.
Oh, say, did you ever get married to
Hoch?

Innd there's an
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COAL WOOD

COKE

We sell the best Ohio Cookin
Rock Springs, Hanna, Sheridan,
Best medium grade is lllinois Nut $6; Eg

KINDLING

Coal—clean, hot, lasting.
alnut Block, Steam Coal.
and Lump $6.25.

For heaters and furnaces—Cherokee Nut $5.25; Lump
$8.50. A hot burner—Missouri Nut, large size $4.50: Lum
$4.75. Scranton—the best Pennsylvania Anthracite mined,

Spadra—the hardest and cleanest Arkansas Anthracite,
All coal hand-screened and welghed over any city scales desireds

COUTANT & SQUIRES, '*o%5ARNAM sTREET

New Goods

Have begun to arrive and this month will end the special
values we have been offering on our high grade clothes.
We've as many patterns in suits as any man could wish to
choose from, and as many styles of Overcoats as you can

think of.

It will only take you a minute from your busi-

ness to try on either a suit or coat and at a splendid saving.

Reduections range from

5% to 507

L)
All our own make with our unequivocal guarantee as

to goods and making.

NO CLOTHING FIT LIKE OURS.

Browning King §-@

R. S. WILCOX, Mgr.
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