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HE rmising of deer for the market may be a
feature of farm life I the future. " Why
not?T' asks the United Btates department of
agriculture, which stands ready (o give the
meeded advice to all who ask for M.

Burely M 15 more picturesque In sound than
Ia the ral=sing of sheep, And a venison earconss
I# worth three times o2 much na the carcass
of a sheep and grown and fmttened at o fr lon Oof the cost
and onre needed for the mutton cnrenss 7 i the chance
offeredd the desr farmer who may have the diversified woods
and bils and streamd and meadows which 20 appeal to the
Ipstincta of the thmid oreatures

It 48 nothlmg of moament that in the Ollcago zobilogieal

gardens RKeepor Cy Do Vry has worse Juek with his deer
than with any other animal breeding In the eaptivity of the
park. In the last season seven fawns weroe born In the poark
pens, and not one of tham lved to be 2 months olde Yot Mr.
De Viy I8 one of the most optimistie of elovers In the value

of a deer farm which ean be a farm, and not the mere dry
pen that the Lincoln park quarters offer to the deer kind.
That the deer farm I8 practicablke and practonl in every
senae hne been proved on all sides, onmt and weat A short
time ago H. E. Richardson of West Brookfield, Mass., -
ftad Chicago with a proposition looking to the gt of

gtocking
soveral possible pens In Lincoln park. Mre Richardson had
been superintendent of the schools In hir home town, and
several yeurs ago he feneed In a tret of land near his home
city and pt a few padrs of game animils Into the preserve

Long ago he gave up teaching and his business has hecome
the Hitle experiment which bhe took up as o mere diversion.
In calling on Mr, D Vry he offersd to sell to the park bhuf-
faloes, Rocky mountain elk, Vieginla deer, dnpaneste, Axis,
and fallow deer, nylghan and Indin nntelope, Barbary
sheep, wild boars, wild geese. ducks and pheasants. But
ewpeclally hie had deer for wale, and In almost ary nmumbers.

A ok
Raising Deer as a Hobby.

Mhe lata Judge Cwton al Ottawan, 11, was the ploneer
in breoding deer, and the hundred acres or morse dovoted to
the purpose might have been hlghly profitable had not the
Judge made it distinotly a hobby and a pastime.

At Highland Park, Elgin, Lake Geneva, Oconomowoc,
New Boaton, and a soore of other plaees In the oentral west
men have taken up deer ns pets and gradunlly as they have
inreased In numbers a resevvation has had to he aet aside
for them until, as the craatures Have continued to multiply,
thay have been sold off the furms to zolblogicn! gnrdens and
ocoasionally givem awny., Rocently . . Worthingtomn at
Delmware Water Gap was eompelled to turn 1,000 deer from
his eastorn estate for the reason that they hadd overstocked

the place.

There are Instancesd onough to HHustrite how mally and
quickly the dear responds to domest wiys on the farm
As the creature becomes more wed more noarly extinet in
the great woods the prices of the decr earocss In the mar-
kets have gore up amd up. Ten yoars ogo in Chiengo the
winter season In Bouth Waler mtrect saw nenrly every

doorway ornumented with magnificsnt spocimens of  the
Virginia deer from the north wonds, T virtually no
desr are recelved In the mrket baomus f the rigid game
laws of the siates, and In conscquence the lover of venison
has been paying higher and higher prdees and at the same
time seelng the supply at any price approaching the end.
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Require Little Altention from Breeder.

This {8 the opportunity of the breeder who will set aside
a plece of land that way be good for no othor purpose; who
will fence dt with mesh wire to keep dogs from the Ltmet
more than to keep the deer Inmide; who will steck the pre-
serve st o cost of &850 to E200, according to a conservative
begimming., amd who will leave the tmkl crealures ns largely
to themselves as may be

This Is the one great advantage of the deor farm over the
sheep flarm, for Instance. The sheep requins a grent deml of
ocare In a great many woays: the deor neasds to be let alane
when onoe he I8 placed In an Inclosure, where he may Jepend
upon the pasturage just as nuture leaves It to his wild kind

Teon acres of woodlnnd would be worth while for a hegin-
mng. If it should have a falr amount of gross growing upon
it and at the sume tlme have an undergrowlh of shrubhery
of various edible kinds, fust a lttle winter foeding to heldp
the summer pastomge would make ity dear a yeor a cons-
servative output: a hundred a year would not be aboormally
large where some hay and grain might help the foraging,
and at comparativaly amaM cos

Today in Chicago an ardinary selling price for an ordinary
deer for park purposes 18 $10; for a good specimen one might
oL §25. In the Bouth Water sireet markets 0 deer becomes
apother proposition, however, he Is a dend enrcnss, sugges
tive of the table of the epleure: he i lurger than anything
dreamed of In the ardinary sobloglen) garden. und he finds
his way Into (e Chleago markets tind the striptest of su-
pervision, coming almost wholly from the Wisconsin north
woodm where, before a nonresidint I wllowed to go In senroh
of the anilmal he must Inveat £25 In a lHoense, with privilege
to bring only two deer out of the state when his hunt is
over. Underr these conditiomes u Wissonsin deer In South
Waier streel ranges i price from £2 for the average doe
to ES for the average buck

These are the white miled Virginia deer, of the variety
that has done best In oaptivity, Coming from the north
woods the dose weigh from 100 40 125 pounds, while the
bucks will weigh from 150 pounds to 200 and 225 pounds. Al
an average of 110 poursds for the doe and 170 pounds for the
buck the préces are fraen 15 1o 90 cents o pound

'n the confined sactlons of o ohl mrk thia Virginin deer
hardly attadns a welght of 10 pounds; In the PR vith
wimre he has been given room and food and something of
the wild atmosphere of the woods he takes on fesh and slze
el the flavor that mark the “creature that has hirvweed
in the grent woods, In every respect the venlson saddle of
such & domestle ereature ha= the flavar that delighta epl-
cures—ttmt gamey something that no animal of the barnyard
over oarries in roast, or ohop, or stemlk
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Cost Is Chiefly for Wire Fencing.

Por smtocking & deer farm Lhe size of M'ls the only giuige
of ocost. The wire meah fence s the chief Investment., and
in proportion Lo the alge of the tmot inoclosed the acreage

nvernge decreases rapklly, For fostance, #t oosts omly a
little more to femce twenlty nores than It costs o fence five
nores, and only a Mitde more to fence elghty acres than It
costs to tvnee forty.

In stocking =uch a farm the range of prices ¥ from $10
to £26 for » gwood grade of Virginia deer. Euch doe should
benr twin fowns each your, though not Infrequently the
twing are followed by & single fawn at a birth. Within one
year a buck fawn I8 ma~ketable, though there s & profit
in kesping him to his fuil growth at 2 years old

Whem once the deer Inclosure 18 made dog tight the work
of the desr farmar may be snld to be over. The chief pro-
tection demanded for the creatures |s a dark, sheltering place
for the summer in which the animals may escape firom the
troutdezome fles. Not even this I8 necessary I there hbe
enough undergrowth to enable the deer to brush tha Insecta
off. In the wintar the crendtures fornge as long as the nadural
food 18 suMclent, pawing the snow awny from the grass and
ferding on the tipa of ahrubs. The deor is n delionte feeder,
wholly unike the sheep, amd he will lle out In almost any
wemther, oven when confined in a s=mall pen. In Lincoln
park zoo they seldom go into the shelter of the animal
house, but will lle In the shelter of the fence and sometimes
be anowed under head and ears by morning

The fence for a presedve pesd not be over six fest high,
as the deer has no disaposition to jump either a wire or wooden
inolosure. No looking wfter maevded we long as feed may
bhea had: when It 8 scanee hay Is o smodard food, and al-
most any of the vegetables, such as beets. cwrrots. turnips,
andd the Mke, may be fed Oats are not good for the reason
that the grain, fod whole, makes trouble In the digestive
tracts; when crusthad it s safe, Corn as o fatiening graln is
excellant.

o o
Does for Breeding Always in Demand.

The deer, whethar In his mative state or In inclosires,
peems L0 produce more males than feovales by thelr families,
so much 50 that while bucks may be bought almost anywhere
from preserves, the dows for biceding purposes are alwayw in
demand Only cne dissnse has been rocognlzed as especlilly
menseing to Lthe deer, Lt Is something akin to lumpy jJaw In
the cow kRind, first showing s a lump under the antmal’s
Jjaw, amd later scaming to locsen the tedth and cause decay
in the jawbone The experience dn the park has been that
it 18 a contagious disease, and when the last of It was rooted
out a faw yenrs ago the hard seeme to have been rid of 1t

In the expericnce of hunters the decr does better in anh
inolsure than It dose n the wilds when the stress of o hard
winter comes, In the Adivonducks men have coumtad dozens
of deer, dead from the deop spows and the intense cold. In
such sections of the country us tend to deer culture, no such
exlgoncies of alimade axist,
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