- — s — o —

R
N u-.-.l--{q_' S Lo

—

—— TR

B

T Is up pn the top foor of a Chicage office bulld-
Ing, a long, light room, Tull of tables, papers,
and busy workers. It Is cssentially a place of
business, of hustle and bustle, of constant and
severe applleation on the part of the workers
and the powers that be, The alr of & money=
making establishment Is apparent in every
corner of the room; there ia no dallying or
walting on the part of anybody;: In fact, {f the word * ro-
mance " were mentioned In the place it would seem curlously
out of place on a mere casuyal Inspection of the room

Yet here, In this busy room on the top floor of 4 down-

"town ofMce bullding. s a place where Cupld has found it good

and profitable to his ends to pause and linger. The room Is
the * rending room " aof a press clipping bureau and the girl
readers who sit at the long tables and read all the news-
papers of the United States, as a class, are probably the
champion " marryers " of all working girls.

“They never quit their jobs except to get married,” says
T. M. Wiese, mamager of the olipping bureau. ** And they get
married with such frequency that it ia8 actually Impossible
te keep a fuM foree of experienced readers all the time. On
one occasion I lost half of my force in two weeks through
marriage.'

Thia |2 prima facle evidence that those who argue that all
working girls have small opportunity to get married are in
the wrong. What social clique of whatever position or num-
ber can show a total of 50 per cent of the ellgible young
women married In two weeks? What college, seminary, or
finishing school even out of a roll of several hundred names
can show that 50 per cent of the members of any class trod
the road of Hymen in the rhort space of & fortnight? Even
the coeducational universities—is there one whereln Cupld has
done so much business In two weoks as in the press clipping
bureau? If there Is. then modesty has been a prominent
characteristic with it and no mention of such facts has
been made in the public prints,
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Half of Them Marry in Two Weeks.

There were ffty girls, Oty girls who were making thelr
own Hvings by reading newspapers in the press clipping
bureau, and twenty-five of them were married within two
weeks, Every other glrl In the place, one-half of the total
number, quit thelr work within this short space of time to
step into the management of homes of thelr own. Cupid
musat have been more than satisfied with his work in this
place.

Really, conaldering clrcumstances, the seantily clad archer
should be glven much credit for his success in bringing these
girls and twenty-five young men together. He had to work
agninst many disadvantages. In the first place hig field lay
in & business house, It I8 a notorlous fact that a business
house 1# not a place where one may look with much success
tor romance or anything that bears It kinship. The marts of
trade furnish poor lovers' lanes; the god of the business
world and the god of love are not on spenking terms Love
affalrs Interfere with business. Consequently love in a busi-
ness office Ia sternly frowned upon everywhere,

Of ecourse, there are Instances where the employer has
mdrried his stenographer, but these Instances are scarcely
numerous enough to make a good case for argument. Even
did this custom universally prevall it would not apply to
more than one employé and the boss, The remainder of the
people of an office must eschew fove and romance if they are
tc make a success at their work. and If a business |s to grow
and prosper.

Bo Cupld, trying to get a foothold In a business Institu-
tlon of any kind, Is up agalnst a proposition akin to that of a
epring poet trying to break into print. RBut If the business
world is determined to keep Cupld out of {ts sanctums Cupld
I= equally determined to break In wherever and whenever
hig fancy ®eta upon a place of any kind as a fit fleld for his
endeavors, He saw the press clipping bureau and the busy
girls In it, and he knew that It was not well for these same
girls to remain at their work. He would get them married,
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Business Attracts Pretty Girls.

When one has thoroughly and ealmly Inspected this place
it i# not difficult to determine why Cupld settied upon it
Cupld I8 partial to pretty girls. Even the most casual inspec-
tion will revenl the faot that the great majority of the read-
ers are good looking, Many of them are beautiful. Added to
the exceptionally high average of good looks that prevalls
among them it Is easy to aee That they are far above the
average girla in the matter of mtelligence In appearance,
Thig 18 explained by the faot thae thelr work is of such
nature as to require an exceptionally high order of Intellls
gence and In the prosecution of their duties they, according
to Mr, Wiese, * learn more than any one in the world."

Minerva and love were never particularly mtimate, but
when Minerva and Venus are combined the result Is frre-
sistible.

At least this ls what the penchant for marrying which
the girls of the press clipping burean suddenly developed
after the advent of Cupld In thelr midst would lead one to
believe. The frst “warning was when one of the older girls
came down to work with a bright diamond shining on her
finger. This I8 liable to happen in any place where fifty
protty girls are employed, so It occasioned but llttle com-
inent, But soon. afterward another, and then another of the
giris came down with the telMale rings on their Aingers and
blughes upon thelr faces when the new jewels were com-
mented upon. This went along until every other girl In the
piace was engaged to be married. Soon the manager came
to know of the stnte of affalrs In his oMee,

“Mr. Wiese, I'm going to quit week after next."” was the
first intimatiom that he recelved of the inroads Cupid had
made In the ranks of his employés.

" What—what are you golng to guit for?" asked the man-
esger, appalled at the prospect of losing an old and valued
employ®. “ Don't you lUke your work. doesn't the place suit
vy, or aren’'t your wages high enough? Bpeak up, If It is
only a gquestion of wages, why. | guess we oan stand a ralse
of & fouple of dollars & week all right.”

“1t Isn't the work, nor the place, nor the pay.” sald the
maiden falr, ““They are all sultable. But—but—the fact
Is, Mr, Wiese, I'm going to get married.”

* *
Emgployer Must Yield to Cupid.

Mr. Wiese, belng a wise man and knowing that affairs
of the heart are apt to come (0 any young woman, congratu-
lated the first girl and bade her godspeed In her new ' posi-
tion." .

“*A good girl,” he commented, * but we won't miss one
much.”” But the next day there came another girl with the
samé tale on her lips, And the next day another, and an-
other, and 850 on untll twenty-five girls had stepped up to the
mannger's deak ahd shyly told that they were golng to get
married.

" We lilke the work, and the place, and the wages all
right,”* they all sald. " We wouldn't leave for any ordinary
reason—bul It's different when you're going to geét married
It really Is'"

The manager was aghast at the proposition that con-
fronted him. It takes at least a year to make a good * rend-
er"” In n clipping bureau; and there l& trouble and woe for
the man who has the job of " breaking them In," Mr. Wiese
strived his ablest to stem the tide. As well might one police.
man try to stop & Christmas shopping rush on Biate street
Cupld wanted the girle of the bureau to become wives and
he had his own way about It. Where he got the boys from
does nol maiter, bul he got them, and one by ene the twenty-
Nive Inid down thelr pencils for the last time and ieft to be-
ocome wives, It was all Cupld's work, there can be no doubt
of It. They were all love matches. love matches where the
love was strong and all conquering, for when a girl has
worked long enough In a clipping bureau to be rated an ex-
pert reader she Is Invariably so in love with her work that
she will leave it for but one other thing. nnd that 8 the love
of &« man. And somehow, In all the hurry und bustle of the
oMice, love managed to get Its hold on the falr readers

And this truth etill holds good, for they are marrying so
frequently that the bureau has to keep & * help wanted * ad
running nearly all the time in order to supply the deficlencies
fn the foree caused by weddings, The girl who Is verging
near to the matrimony danger line In years and bhas been un-
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successful In fAinding & husband might. as a last resort. go to
work In a clipping buresu, for If she Is at all like the Birla
who have hitherto found employment in these places it will
not be long hefore the god of love looks upon her with favor
and gives some eligible young man the tip that ahe would
make a good wile,

oA o
Why They Get Husbands Quickly.

The manager of this particular burenu gives explicit rea-
sonns a8 to why the readers should have no trouble in nding
a husband.

“In the Arst place, they are all good looking."” says he
“ But there are other givls who are good looking among
whom the percentage of marringes does not run so high as (It
doea among these But theso glri re far smarter than most
girla. In fact, they are un exeeption, The work requires
that they have a4 high school sducation to begln with. This
does not necessarily mean that they shall be attractive, but it
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undoubtedly adds considerable to the natural Intelligence
of & givls expression and bearing.

A great muny of the girls, in fact half of them, who
are employed here are from the country, often having the
fine complexions which are sometimes lacking nmong elty
girls. Then the work of a reader Is such as to make her
more Intelligent the longer she stiys at I,

“This having something of Intercst constantly n thele
dally lives 18 what gives the girls in a bureau a live, vivacious
and attrnctive expression. They don't grow old early. They
k¢l to be better Informed on the things of this world and on

e In general than are most men They are most of
them excellent convermatlonallats and they understand s
better than do thelr less rending sisters. A man likes a
wWomian who can carry on her end of o conversitlon

Ho, furthermore, If a woman feels that she s growing old
and hlasé, that Hie holds nothing of interest for her, she
#hould seek work In a clipping byreau. ‘There she will find
her interest In life apeedily reviving, the dark circles of ennul
will disappear from under hér eyes, and she will be Just nws
attractive and stand Just as good a show of gEetting & hus-
band as the other girls of this much marrying profession.
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