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0.-.AHA ILLUSTRATED BEE.

Februsry & 1905

Flghtmq Fire with Freezing Water and in Below Zero Temperature

{XN the fire flend flings his hlasing
banners skyward on a day or &
night when the frost king s busy
in the soll and the air, then ia the
time when the clty flfeman in
a fighting Une than which thers

called
i none more disngreenble or dangerous this

Mo the {mminent thunders of actunl war,
To the onlooker, dry and warmly clad, the
beautlea of the orgy of color topping the
econftagration appeal with a charm not
he denled. To the man in the slcker and
the rubber boots (though sometimes emef-
geney deprives him of this measure of pro-
tection) the fire f= a stealght propasition of

lahar, dam, cold and strenuous. Bmoke
muy ehoke and blnd, beat may daunt und
hilater, fire-shot walls may threaten or col-
lapse, hir business |» to be at the closcst
polnt of contact possible 1o attain, There
he munt stick and strive, even though the
roof overhesd or the Hoor beneiath may at
any moment make him a vietlm of the

ktern eall of duty he |s obligated to answer

Anil appealing It is to the strong pride of
full muanhood that very seldom indeed Is
the record of the fre fighters marred by

the sinistér staln of the cowardly quitter

The fire of last Baturday, Januury X, at
Eleventh and Howard, was n win ire
but, fortunately the enld not severe
enough tn be especially distressing—to a
firoman.  There have been other wintor con-
fiagrations that had all the olements of
emoke, flime and fury and at the same
time were accentuated by the most Intense
ecold. A talk with Chief Salter of the fire
department and Assistant Chlef Bimpuon
recalled many of these and brought to light
clreumeiances which made them memornble
in the annals of the Omaha batialions,

—
Some Fires of the Past,

Water In a rubber howe stretched along
the frozen, snow-covered ground will froeze
#o qguickly that {t must be kept hooming
slong on Its errand of suppression with a
force notat all necessiry in tho balmy sen-
ron.  Chief Balter clted a fire many years
ngo In the A, J. Poppleton resldence. lo-
eated at Nineteenth and Dodge. then one of
the finest and best buflt houses in Omaha,

or
Wile

“That was back about the close of the
volunteer dnys' s=ald the ohief, “and 1
recall It was about the closest CeNngage-

ment we ever had, T was an engineer at
the time and remember that after Eetting
the water started through the nipes we

had to move the engine a bloock further
away. The plpemen could not econtrnl the
norziag. Wven nat the Incrcased distance,
owing 18 the high engine pressure neces-
mary to malntaln, the diffculty was not
remedied. Chlef Galllgan sont back ward
to ‘rut her down." When this war done

fhe began (o clog at once, 8o T forced her
up again. The chicf repeated hilg order
for reduced pressure, but it was ignored:
and a third time he insisted. At last he
came back himself, In no wvery amlable
frame of mird. But when the reason for
tha high pressure wuas explained he at
once sald: ‘All right; let hor coma as hard
and fast ns you please.” That Are ocourred
just befors noon, but the house was gutted
In splte of all we could do. The hose sup-
plied hy No. 2 engine frome up solld tlist
dny nlmost soon as it was laid and
many of the bove had thelr hands and
ears frosen.”

___@.__-
Incidevt of the Nax Moyer Fire,
Very cold wenther was on tap when the
Max Meyer bullMng, on the cornor of

PO

1 FIRE.—Photo by a Staff Artist

Elevenih and Farnam, burned. It was a
four-story brick and was oompletely gut-
ted, only the walls belng left standing.
A few days afterward a gale of wind blew
one of the walls over onto an adjolning
bullding. The department was called and
geveral peapls In the bullding were taken
from the ruins by firemen working at the
front and rear. One man was caught un-
der the roof, but could not talk to the
rescuers, After a spell of hard work he
whaAs gotten out and surprised the men who
released him by getting up without &
seratich of any  consequencs Noxt day,
u# the firemen were sliting In the engine
house, of which Chief Balter waas captlain
at that thme, a stranger walked In and
gald he wanted to thank them for getting
him out from under the roof the duy be-
fore, He said he wanted to treat the boys
nnd st the same time lald an 320 bill on
Balter's knoe He was told they didn't
want hin that they were pald {or
their work and had no right to taks mnney
In that way His bill wus handed baok
to him and “when the men Lhought tha in.
cldent was closed and the visltor was about
to o he turned and threw the bill on the
floor and then ran away as fast as he could

money.

Quaint Features of Current Lile

The Amende Honovable.

N EXCITED military looking man

A entered the editorial sanctum of
the Ouesaa (Mo) Democrat, ex-
clalming: *“That notlee of my
death s false, pir. 1 will horse-

whip you within an incih of your lte, sir,

if you don't apologise In your next issuo.”

The editor Insorted the following the noext
dey:

“"We regreét extremely to announce that
the pammgraph which stated that Major
Hlazer was dead {8 whiport foundation.'

S
Decliues & Seat.

Three young women and the'r sacorta en-
tered a Chicago L' car the uther aven-
ing and they w=ers compellsd for the time
belng 1o become sirap-hangers.  Asar the
cein er of the oar were two high school boys
—ane sen*ed on the other's lap, The Arst
of th . young women to enter ook her sta-
ton d'ectdt in front of the care-free pilr
The blustering wind had dishevelad hey
hedr and painted roses #n Ber clewks. Oe-
camonully ahe guzed at the bowve, while the
youth whe waa belng jolted o, uls friend':
knees 8wl rogulsh glances at her pruaty
face. '

Then u happy thosght struck hin. Aris-
In, fram his companion’'s lap anc dofing
uis Nittle oup that was perched on the ton
of his hedd, he sald, coyly, o the frir
drmml

“Waon't you p!ase taks my soat

Thete was an a:.swerlng peal of laughter
fream the passcngers, bul the youns woman
remadned dumb with astondshmeat. O
oould see that thr rosp tinta on her aheela
had assumec a scel8 we, and ala still
wus Dlushing viclently when she left the
car at Lthe nuzt station,

-— Q._. .

Tempering Jastice wiih Mercy

A Viginia Jestles of the peace under-
ok W Wspow Justlos with mercy 2 Ue

e

onss of & boy charged with "“petty larceny.™

The evidence agalnst hlm was conclu-
elve, but he was very young: It was his
first offense and there were some extenus

ating cireumstances. The old farmer jus-
tice decided to give the boy a stern lecture.
Heo looked at the culprit severely through
his glansses and began his lecture. “Young
man,”” sald he, "*Mix In awful, this s right
down awful, and I want to warn you-—I
wint to say"'—— Here the old man's sense
of justice conflieted with the p'"y awak-
ened by the sight of the lad, who stood
trembling before him. He cleared his
throat twice, and then, half in mercy and
half In indignation st his own weakness,
he cried, "Clear out o' my sight, you ornery
scamp,’’ and sat down to mop his fcrehesnd
wmid the merriment of the court rouvm.
---—6‘- -
Loss of Hands No Ohbatacle,

11. L. Dickson of Prescott. Aris., is prob-
ably the u}u; district  attorney of any
county in the west who has no hands,

Soveral years ngo Distriot Attorney DMek-
Bon wus the vietim of an explosion in &
Colorado gold mine, In which both of his
wrms wore blown off below the elbow, He
was minbig at the time, but, being no
longer Nt for that kind of work, took up
the study of law and was shortly aftes ad-
mitted to the bar.

Trhough he is handiess, Atiorney Dickson
is able to perform all the tasks that fall
to the lot of & man In his profession. He
ety atul dresses with no more diMoulty
then poople who have the full use of thelr
hands

Dickson has the repulation of belug
of the swiftest performers on the type-
writer. In using the typewriter Dickson
fast e two ashort sticks, sspeciually made
for him, *» the ends of his arms and, saated
well sbove the 1ypewriter, sirikes down
wilh unerring alm and with a rapldity that
s gyvelous

one

'T'F’R RYERSON-FNOBLER AND VORGHI-DINNING QUARTERS

ATTER

go. Of course, the boys Kept the money
then and bought cigars with It
- —-z')._ —_—
One Thrilling Experience.

A bad winter fire, on December 1, 181,
wiis that which destroyed the four-story
brick bullding of the Creamery Package
company, which was sltudted on Jones
streot. The fire had made rapld headway
before the department arrived and soon
the whole structure was blazing strong.
While & hose company was handling &
etream on the second floor the part of the
floo. on which they were standing went
down with them. It did not drop fiat, but
rather in a wslanting position. Tha stufl
on It and the debris fell on the men and
knocked them off their feet.

“All wera up quickly," sald the chief,
“sxcept one man. He was pinned down In
such & way 08 to make It veem an Impos-
sibla task to release him. His mates worked
with engerness at first, “snd finnlly" with
deaperation, to free him. They couldn't
pry him |oose, and ns I remember it he
begmrd to be killed rather than be left to
burm. The fire was shooting out »m all
sdos with a feroclty that made ihe walls
Hable tn fall Al any moment, and soon
it was & gquesiion of sacriflcing ona man
or A comMpiny or Lwo.

"That was the tightest corner 1 ever was
in or ever want to be In. After glving the
stuntion all the consideration that sesmod
possible and hssitating unt!l what secemed
ke the last moment when delny would
e jJustified, aud when the rvescuers had
exhimusied thomeelves and eveary expediant
that seemed feasible without bodging the
pintoned man an fnch, T relucts tly gave
the order to retire. 1t was the most dis-
tressing order I hoje to ever have to give.
With superbuman tenaclty the boys hung
on and begged for just two minutes more

Tricks Played

GENTLEMANLY - LOOKING
man, witn the merest suspicion of
0 Yankee has recently
been going the rounds of the Weat

bars and iliard POGImS win-
from paople whe
thing or two."”

acoent,

End
ning all sorta of queer bots

fondly imangined they ki v
One that hardly ever fi o net him
a tew shillings of soverelyw: as o e
might be, he cullad his iy w . @
would offer to that hae
iy take all the matehes out of
stone match stand,
to be found on the eounters
loon bars. As soun as the money was
stuked he would cateh a fly from the
wall, take it by the two wings and keep
putting It on the matelies ond the
insect meanwhile picking them op with lts

bet could
" on
guneral y

most .

suth s

ol

by ane,

liegn Instinctively und with nlmaont
pumotonous regularity,

The shabby:-genteel man, with the itron
Jawe and the gaunt choeks, whe ussd Lo
haunt the Fleet street bars and bet un-
.wary wights that he wouald swallow a
boer glass there and t.en, has  Istely
jolngd the great majority. He died from
an ovordose of ground glass, far, of

vourse, he took good care 0 pound the
tumbler to dust befure atlempling le ful-

- ==

RIL.EVENTH STREET SIDS OF THE MERCER BUILDING,

v

WHERE THE FIRP STARTED-Photo Uy a Btaft Artist
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X 'l' MER “FRANK B. MOORES" IN THE COLD. GRAY DAWN OF THE MORNING ATTER—-ENCASED IN ICE BUT STILL PUMPING WATER
PR H i 4 MO!N ITOR THAT APPEARS AT THE LEFT OF THE PICTURE.

or tme to try to release their comrade,
1 consented, and by some hook or erook,
with a Uft and & pull that scemed beyond
human strength te muke, they got the man
out T think he was on duty agaln In &
few daye."
——
When the Big Distillery Blased.

A most spirited affalr, if the term mo¥
ha pardoned, was the fire which broke ot
in the Willow Springs distillery at 1 o'vlock
on the morning of December 7, 1880, The
woather was (ntensely cold, but there Was
Ittle or no wind. Al that might be lack-
ing In this regard Wwas more than made

up for by the character of the fuel the
flames found to feed on. aAll sorts of hot
drinks were offered as a libation to the

red fland of fire  Aleohol, high wines, dis-
tilled stuff, blends, bottled goods, cordiats
and burnt brandy—all were Involeed in the
logs, The firemen faced a very diffioult
task In preventing the fire from spread-
ing. They had much dangerous climbing
to do and thelr ladders, as well us the
sidewalks and the window ledges, were soon

thickly emated with lee. Even these handi-
caps did not prevent them from conguer-
ing the flames a long way this side of

whers it waus predioted they would oxtend
Al one stage the danger of n widespreadd
disaster #eemed B0 threatoening that
sistance was asked from Council Hluffs
An engine and a big bunch of hose came
over. By 6 o'clock in the morning the fire
was under control, largely owing to
fuct that it was In a section of the
where there was o perfect cluster of
large cisterns relled on to furnish warer
in those days

the
clty

e

Another Sart of Fire,

A destructive fire of an entrely difforent

— — ==

character was that which wiped oul the
pld Boyd packing house, on the night of
Januanry 15, 188, It broke out at § o'clock
and burned all night Thousands of
ple found it a spectacle well worth wulch-
ing from the high bluffs und from the bot-
toms Meats of all kinds-and lard and
byproducts furnished Jjust the stuff the
flameés needed to encourage them to artistic
effort. After a while grease began to flow
to the river in such streams that some
thoughtful person suggested the bullding of
n dam to save it. This wne done, and
then embankments were thrown up all
nbout a low stretch of ground untll there
wits u luko of grease, siiff and cold, The
fira wis not guenched until morning, and
when it was under eontrol man.-wers at
once get to work dipping up the gresase Into
burrels, Thuat was about all the salvage
there was

Pro-

Everyihing rose Lp.

Om the night of the recent big Are several
keepers of llguld refreshment parlors were
arrested for keeplng their =aloons open
after hours. On the night of January
1888, the thermometer was stationary
low mero, and a different story was
Juat after midnight a fire broke oot
wholesale drug store of MoeMalion & Al-
bert, In the Caldwell bloek. The flremen
labored under xo many handlcaps that vol-
unteers were called on from the ¢rowds
gnthered to watch the conflagration, The
hydrants frose up, as did the hoss, and the
men's clothes; mittens and boors Bl
they fought on, with an occaslonal hot nip
from the saloops In the nelghborhood and
eoffes and food Trom ‘he restaurants, That
was one night when everythihg was thrown
open to the fire fighters, and all free. lce
coated the midewnlks, made great white
candles of the telegraph poles, the wires

-y
he-
tald
in tha

on People Who Were Easy

fill the torms of his wager—the which, by
thoe way, he invarianbly won

A vurintlon of this trick bet, however,
seems to bhe rife In Parls, where a certadn
M. Alexunder offered the other dav 10
wager 6,00 francs (£2000 that he would
swallow a yvard of gulvanized lron stowve
plping His challenge waus promplly  ao-
cepted by a curlous and gulleless Amiork-
can Whereupon the intrepld  Alexander

ropaldred o a whitesmith, armed with

piping. which was ono-sixteenth

T

of un Inch

In thivkness and Nve Inches o dlaansier,
with the request that ha would redu it
o powiler Tho request wa prompily
oarried out Then, in the presenve of he
other parlty to the Let and = upl if
withessea, the laver of the wugver divided
the Alings lnto five portlons, mixed (Hem
nto five “"books™ of luger boer and  tosand

them off at Intervals of ten minuteos
Roger Crab wugered L1000 thnt he would
Uve for i yeur on 3 shillings and @ pence,

ara won his bet. lndeed, hie more than
wan 1t for at the ond of the twilve mont

he hnd managed 1o save 3 pence out of his
“housekeoping money.” his expenditure for
food, therefors “BVeraging ’* over @
farxthings a0 week. Fur thia % evon the

suchn

of

eheapest of ordibary vegetarisn )
as Jentibdg for Instence—was guite out

the question, and he had to content him-
self with nettle soup thickened with acorn
Nour, pudding made of and tulip
leaves choy pod together Yetr on this
diet Crab 101 but mctunlly
galnod some welght, while
ne for ral health he declared that
hiw felt batter than he 414wt
the termination of hig sclf-lmposed ordeal,
Just a simple Amertoun exampleo—a well
muthenticated one—in During
the excitement that raged In 188 over the
prodidentinl contest between Hryan and
MeKinley & Mr. R, Pitehar Woodwurd
backed the former the following terms
If he (Waedwnrd) won he was reeive
L10, If he lost he was 1o ride ey
ek right the Americnn continent
from New York ity to San Francisoo, st
tired In w top bBut wnd frock cout and wear-

biran
olr,
ouly survived,
fow
his gene
never

pounds In

hnd

coneluslon

on
10
on doy

riowss

Ing o palr of large spectacies. His stead
wWis nlso to wear apectacies
Ag overvbody known, Bry.an was dafeatad,

and withipn uw few days of the declayation
of the poll (on November 25, 1588, (o be ex
wot) Mr Woudward sot out teo fuwlll, If
possible, hila part of the bargain, Ye ar
rived at his 3000 mile-distant destinution
exnotly A yoar Iater, tired, but happy, and
welghing over twenty pounds heavier than

when he sel cut.—Pearson's Weekly

became streamers trimmed with dangling
lefeles and confusion often followed the
offorts of a gang of men to drag a line of
hose to any particular point. Explosive
material in the stock of the drug compuny
lent vim to the sieady havoce of the flames
and altogether the firemen put in = bad
night
— d.'_h__
Some Magunificent Specincalen.

There have been numervus other fires of
great magunitude as to loas and of ple-
turesque charmcteristios which have thrillad
gaeing thousands. The old street car barn
at Twentieth and Harney, with Its network
of interfor steel work, was like a biazing
gridiron on the night It burnal, and next
morning presented s beautiful pleture of
demruction softened by the molding of the
frost king's minlons, The Orchard & Wil-
halm eoncern sent a Jurld and & magniil-
cently painted message to the bending blue
of the firmament on the night of Decem-
bar 27, 1882, ‘The Interflor of the building
goon became u raging inferno of pure flame.
When the skylight went down the four
walls surrounded a great draft furnace out
of which shot, blaxing and whirling and
scatisring, muany half-consumed articles or
pleces of what had been artimic creatlone
Rolls of carpet were sucked skyward and

went sailing up for all the world like Rag
Hnes of muiti-colored lghts Tabls tops
ware pot too heavy to be drawn up from
the vortex by the tremendous suction. For
several hours this Imprompty display of
strange fireworks continued Intermittiently
and perliaps & more attractive sight ln the
fine of & fire has not been witnessed In the
clty,

The Boston store and many others have
contributed of thelr richness to feed the In-
satliate uppetite of the destructive eleinent
which creates temporarily besutifnl ple-
tures us If In some measure to recompanss
for the costly spres of destruction It In-
dulges In.

Taken in the light of tha fortunes of
other citles with disastrous winter firés,
though, Omaha has not fared at all dis-
courngingly in the frozen season. All dis-
advantages natiral to a sometimes acrid
climate Linve bean overcome by expertness,
peralstoney, endurance and bulldog tenace
ftv. The flremen hive gons wherever man
could go and have done Lo the very best of
thelr ability what men might do In the
fearless performance of thelr duty. Oritl-
eism must rest in the face of stubborn, up=
townrd conditions, and allow for the fale
Habllity of human judgment In fAghting an
often concvealsd and always treacheroue fom

e ]

Curtous and Romantic Capers of Cupid

Married on & “Dare.”
Y a decree of a New York ocourt
a marringe, which was antered
Inta February 5, 10§, betwean a
voung woman and a youth, whom
sha had known since chlldhood,
simply because she would not talke a dure,
has been annulled.

The parties to the ceramony
Woodeock and Caroline Violet Ott,

are Harry
an daugh-

tar of Philip Oft Hhe had known him
seven yaurs, and he often visited her, but
their purents had no (den they contem-
plited marringe. He I8 employed in 'Wall
street and she i» n stenographer down.
town.

One night he invited her to dinner and
aftarward took her to the theater. The
play they saw was a love romance, und in
the course of the perforinance they tulked
about marriage. He *“'dared” her 1o be
married that night

They were niarried and relurned to the
theater, Woodcock escorted the girl home
and then went to his own home

The girl was only '8 years old March 26,
1M, and her hauband about s year her
Junior He wan not permitied to ke lier
wlier thelr secret hecame known, saod her
fathey brought sult 1o have the marriage

annulled
Indlan Girl sud Kapsas Man,

A romance Involving the acoldental meet-
Ing of a Kansar Clty young mun and the
richeat girl of Indian blood In Indien Ter-
ritory, and & present of a check for $100,(6
to the groom at the conclusion of the wud-
ding ceremony, will reach a climax Feb

ruary 1, in Erin Bpripgs, 1. T, where Mins
Erin Murray willi become the wife of Wi
Uam W, Winstanley of 1238 darfield ave
nue,

Winsianley met Mirs Murray during the
St Touls exposition. Bhe I8 & halflreed
Cherokes. The young pecpls found that

thelr affections were (pvolved, and afler
Mr. Winstanley had made a few trips W

Erin Bprings the epgagerment was Ahs
nounced.
The dot of $100,00 that s to be NMn

Winstanley's s vouched for by his conneos

tons in Kansas City. AMiss Murray's for-

tune ceme from her father, who beonme

rich pasturing bis herds on the tribal lands
ot

Marriage in 0ld Longfellow Home,

Mims Frances Appleton Dana, Jdaughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Riochard ¥. Dana
of Cambridge and granddeaughtsr of
the poat Longfallow, wWas turried
in the historic Cralgle houss, in Hrat-
tis wireet, the home of Longfellow, to
Henry ), da RRham, socond, Harvard, 1004,
gon of Mr. angd Mre. Charles de Rhuam,
who are well known In New York soclety

The ceremony was attunded only by the
Immedinte  familis and close frienda of
the young coupls Mins Iwlin Dana. sinter
nf the bride, was madd of honor, Fredorick
de Rham, brother of the bridegroom, wal
Lt man

Mhe bride wore & oream satin  priscess
gown, trimmod with duohesne lnoe, whioh
was wurn by ju mother ot her wedding
She nlwo wors w tulle vell

Afioe & short wedding (fip Mr, and Mrs.

de Rhay will reside in New York

Fine W |-|I-H'u| Anyway,
sthern planter was asking one of his
wedding “Yea,
dnest wed-
malds, flowers
wis, masic ap

A N0
colored servanis
suh," she =ald, it
din' you ever
overy where
er heap ar prayin

- [IIhJ!. l'!‘..l "
I suppose Baw
any of them

At smbartussed pouse “Well, no-not
“sactly, slr Would yer ballove I dat ool
uigger neber abowed upl*™

st hor
Wahs Jes Lhe
bvriide

'V KU

wer-wlx

hundreds
mmenited her master “And

o looked as handsome as




