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Residents of Kentucky are praying for
rmin, The crop of winter rye must be
in danger.

-

———
The report of the treasurer of the
state committea shows that the commit-
tee i only $224331 In the hole. Tt

might have been worse,
——

Those Dakota farmers who are en-
gaged in ocapturing Jackreabbits for
Frenchmen may find that they have
been engaged In chasing moonshine for
some practical joker.

———

The Omaha fire department seoms (o
B> dolng quite well as It 1a. It manages
fo sat up the entire fire fund and more,
100, on its present scale. Why then
phould It be enlarged?

— i

Japaness are sald to have carried an-
o' her r Port Arthur. If a census
of the hills around that devoted town
were taken, one might be able to make
a prediction as to when the Islanders
will reach the citadel.

W ——

By deciding against the proposition to
MMWMIMMHJ college
Russlan poblss probably decided that
those officers graduated by the existing
fnatitution hardly repay the expense and
trouble of thelr edueation.

——

Brigadier Genera}l Story complains
that the United Stgtes neglects (ts field
artillery, He must admit, however, that
for a neglected branch of the sorviee
the artillery hag spokou to good effect
every thoe It has been called upon.

ST

Rev. Ira B Hicks (s makiog a counter
abttack upon Dr. Willls H. Moore's ob-
Jection to “loug range weather fore
casters’ and while the argument con.
tinunes the eclements ave  fooling the
prophets whenever please to do so.

| e—————

Tom \\'nlm predicts that Bryan will
be the candidate of the democratic party
for president in 1908, But those who
have been walting for the fulfillment of
other predictions of Mr. Watson will
risk no meney on the strength of the
prognostication,

—_——

Now that It Is a fincable offence to
wWear a hat In any public place of amuase-
ment In Omaba the same code of theater
etlquetie may bLe expected to be en-

, Toreed in the arcliestrion muslc room as
in the thesplan halls of grand opera aund
Ehakespearian tragedy.

L e—

The woman banker of Ohlo whose
kpeculations bhave startled New York is
now Hil fn a hotel in that clty, Had
she been o man ahe would have been in
Canada by this thme rather than In #
sickbed.  Yet there are thope who main-
taln the equality of the sexes in every
respect,

. ———————
Those Russian nobles who have de
cided tol devote n large sum of woney
|4 ! to the education of the villagers way
only be guided by that “enlightened self-

= e e e e — ——————

about a few years ago. An ignoraut
try s more fo be dreaded than
eiintelligent one.

|
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A CALL FOR ECONOMY.

There is a very genernl sentiment
that congress shonM exercise judicious
ecotomy In appropriatione at the coming
sosslon and it is probable that this will
be nrged by both the president and the
secretary of the treasury. Indesd It 1s an-
nounced that Secretary Shaw will In his
report point out the necessity of going
slow In the matier of appropriatfons
for the next flscal year and in this he
s doubtiess in accord with the president
Unquestiopably there s room for a cur
tallment In ithe expenditures of the goy
ornment and as the treasury deficit for
the present fleeal year Is now about
£20,000,000 the expediency of reducing
expenditure wherever It can be done
without Impalring the efclency of the
publie service Is ohvious,

In what directions economy may
be wisely applicd cannot be indicated
offhand and the task of pruning depart-
ment estimates ie not #0 easy ax the av-
ernge citizen may suppose. Every head
of n department Is likely to persistently
urge that the appropriations he anks
for are Imperatively required for the
proper carrying on of the work of the
department and the pressure from this
source ls always very strong. It rarely
happens, however, that these depart-
ment demands are fully complied with

by copgress apd In view of the fact
that expenditures are now In excess of
receipis it s aafe to assume that no
exception will be made at the coming
sesslon, It ean be regarded as reason-
ably c¢ortaln, for Ionstance, that the
henvy approprintions which it has been

stuted will be meommended by the
Navy department will not be allowed,
while It is also guite probable that the
large amount which It Is expected will
be urged for river and harbor Improve-
ments will be materinlly reduced
Spenker Cannon has alwaye been an
earnest advocute of Judiclous economy
in public expenditures and the chalr-
man of the house committes on ap-
propriations, Representative Hemmen-
way of lndlana, Is In full sympathy
with the speaker. They will doubtless
be able to prevent excesslye approprin-
tiong so far ax the honse |8 concerned,
but the senate & usunlly less fnelined
to practice economy than the lower
branch, so that what the house may do
in the direction of economy may not be
approved by the upper branch. With
the president and the secretary of the
treasury, however, urging economy, it
would seem n safe conclusion that both
houses of congress will give heed to
thelr admonition. It Is obvlous that un
leas this Is done the deficit for the next
fiscal year will be very large and a fon-
ditlon may bhe created necessltating an
Increase of Internal taxation. 1t Is need-
leas to say that this would be most un-
fortunate both In an economic and In-a
political way. Increased taxation would
he a drawback to prosperity and in-
evitably It would cause a strong popular
resentment toward the party In power.
Every consideratlon favors careful #eon-
omy in federal expenditures. ¢
t ~ o g

BRITISH TARIFY REFORM:
It i sald that the triumphant elec-
tion of President Roosevelt has strength-
ened the canse of tariff reform in Eng-
land and It is not at all surprising that
such is the case. The London corre-
spondent of the New York Tribune ob.
serves that if the American people had
shown any lack of faith in the policies
which the republican party represented,
the free traders would huve been over-
joyed and lberal speakers would have
pointed the moral that England must
wtand by Cobdenism with unflinching
loyalty. As there is no evidence that
any of the countries having protection
are prepared to sacrifice the interests
of their working people by abandoning
that pollcy, the reformers in England
are returning to thelr attack upon free
trade with Increased ardor. The Cham-
berlainites are telling the supporters of
the existing fiseal poliey that they are
begging the question when they assert
that the welght of authority is on thelr
side and polnt out that when it s
claimed that the Unlted States would
not have been less prosperous under
free trade than under protection the
burden of proof rests with those who
make this claim.
There Is po doubt that the overwhelm-
fng verdiet of the American people In
favor of malntaining the protective prin-
eiple will not only exert a great In-
fluence upon pablic opinion in England
and strengthen support of the fiscal
reform for which Mr. Chamberlain s
cantending, but will also wmake stronger
the adberence to protection in Germany
and France. Whether or not this will
be to the ultimate advantage of this
country Is a question which thne must
determine,
LITTLE LIGI.!L.I'I'ION MPS(‘I"SU
A, considerable number of senators
and representatives are already in Wash-
fugton and it is sald that the general
opinlon among them Is that very little
legislation, outside the regular appro-
priation bills, will be eoacted at the
coming session, It is generslly conceded
that there will be a river and barbor
bill passed earrying a sufficlent sum to
et all immediate requirements. and in
view of the fact that this weasure car
vies appropriations of equal interest to
democrats an well as republicans, It is
not expected to take up much time u}
the house and will probably be ready
for the consideration of the senate he-
fore the holiday recess

As 1o what legislation other than ap-
propriation bills may be considered will
depend to some extent upon the recom-
mendations of the president in his an-
punl message. It s pot unlikely that
there are some matiers which he regards
as of puch pressing ilmportande us to
call for action by the present congress
and if so they will undbubtedly recelve
considerntion. 1t appears o be assured
that &0 far as the guestions of tarif®
and the currency are conoetned they will
be left for the pext congress, which
may be cdlled (o extra session shortly

datter W beglaning of the pest adwiln-

THE

jatration to consider tariff revision. 1f
report s correct the president thinks
there ought to be further carfoney legls
lation, but of conrse nothing ean he done
at the short seesion. There will be busl
ness enough for congress during the |
period from December 5 to March 4,
with the nsual two weeks taken out for
the holiday recess, but the deliberations
do not promise to be of extraordinary
interest,

E———
PUSHING THE FIRE LIMIT.

The fire department has always been
Mayor Moores' pet hohby and his plea
to the city counctl for an additionnl ap-
propeiation of nearly $25000 to enlarge
the department and an extenslon of the
fire fund Hmit from $125,000 to $225,000
Is unguestionahly made In sincere
varnestness, but we doubt whether it
will be convincing upon the GXpayers
who would have to foot the bills,

Omaha Is now spending more money
upon 118 fire department than upon any
othor department of the city govern:
ment and the lmit of the fire fund has
been pushed by one legislature after an-
other, each thme with the assurance that
It would cover all legitlate demands,
only to be followed almost {mmedintely
by overdmafts and overlaps. The esti-
mated overlap in the fire fund for the
present year is $18,175, notwithstanding
sxpress provisions of the charter forbid-
ding overlape and barring transfers to
plece out from other funds,

According o the mayor's communich-
tion to the eouneil, the chief of the fire
department bhas prepared a request for
an approprintion of $107,000 for the fire
department for the coming year, or more
than £70,000 in excess of the charter
Himit, The erection of new fire houses
has been mnde the basis for the demamd
for new equipment and the purchase of
new fire apparatus prepared the way for
demands for more men and officers for
additional fAire companies—all working
together as_an endless chaln draft upon
the municipal treasury.

Omaha wants effective fire protection
by a well-manned and wall-equipped tire
department. It is willilng to pay falr
',nalnr!u and to exact only reasonable
servies, hut there 8 no good reason why
the whole city government should be
subordinated to this one department.
The council shonld go slow about anticl-
pating charter changes to validate the
overiaps, because the legisiative delegn-
tion will be expected to authorize no in-
crease that s not absolutely necessary.

-

In resisting the encroachments of a
dangerous press clippleg bureau, Colonel
Thomas H. Tibbles is entitled to the
encouragement and support of every
liberty-loving citizen of the land. By
sending Mr. Tibbles a few complimen-
tary newspaper mnotices the clipping
bureau conspirators inveiglel him into
giving an order for ali the printed refer-
ences that might come under its scls-
sors-wielders’ hands, and as & result
1,432 {tems of notoriely were trans-
mitted by Uncle B8am's mall earrlers to
Mr. Tibhles' postofice box. The clip-
ping bureau has the andacity to ask pay-
ment at the rate of 6 cents per notice,
whereas Mr, Tibbles evinces an unwill-
ingness to settle the whole account for
more than §5, or at the rate of a little
more than three for a cent. We bave
no doubt that the quality of the clippings
deteriorated rapldly as the campalgn
progressed from the time his order was
given to the press bhureau and that Mr.
Tibbles' appraisement fis, if anything,
in excess of thelr real worth. At any
rate, eternal vigilance is the price of
liberty and the clipping buresucrats may
as well be given to understand now as
Iater that they have overstepped the
constitution a the laws, The next
populist platfo will surely contain a
plank for national ownership of press
clipping bureaug and a service of news-
paper bouquets to every patriot at the
expense of the government without price
and without Hmit.

—

Benator Dietrich’s scheme for utilizing
convict labor in the coustruction of the
Panama canal will doubtless precipitate
considerable discussion. 1t shouid be
remembered that as governor Senator
Dietrich evolved a scheme for the em-
ployment of conviet labor on the digging
of irrigation ditches with a view to giv-
ing them wholesome exercise without
bringing them into competition with in-
dependent  self-supporting labor. The
present use to which conviet labor s
put, namely, the manufacture of broomns,
barrels, boots and shoes, harness and
articles of that description, Interferes
seripusly with the free development of
these industries, which would otherw|se
give employment to large numbers of
thrifty working men at current wages,
The convict labor problem has by no
means had a satisfactory solution and
If Senator Dietrich's proposition leads to
something better than the present sys-
tem it wil at least accomplish some
gool,

—
The Lincoin Btar takes up and re.
inforces for Lincolu The Bee's appeal
for more stringent Inspection and regu-
lation of the storage and sale of ex-
plosives and Inflammables within the
city of Omaha. The capital city has
had & number of ‘disastrous experiences
with explosions occasloned by, conflagra-
tions in bulldings where such materials
were kept without the knowledge of the
authorities. Dypamite, gun cotton, pow-
der and explosive olls are more danger-
ous to the community than oplum, ar-
senic, cocaine and other narcotic polsons,
and the possession and sale of one ought
to be as much controlled and safe-
guarded as the other,

e——
The TUnlted States circult eowrt of
California bas decided that the rallroads
can, if they wish, pot In a rate on
through shipments from Ban Franclsco
to Omaha Jess than the mate for =
shorter haul, stopping st an Intervening
polot in this state, the case not belng
governed by the long and short haul
clause on sccount of the possibility of
water competition. If the court oan
figure out water competition in trans-
,m_mmmm,
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const and the Missour] river, It onght to
be able 1o conjure up some similar pre-
trxt by which the local rates thronghout
Nebmaka wonkd be reduced by judicial
decree,

———

The new circus license ordinance bases
the sliding scale of fees upon the price
charged for admlssion tickets instead of
the number of elephants and multiplicity
of sideshown, as formeriy. It might be
well, however, if thin change iz to be
made, 1o specify a little more definitely
whether the price of admisslon Is the
magimum or the minimum price. Circus
managers are always looking ont for the
main chance, aud If they could rave a
wad of lHeense money hy selling n few
ticketx at cut pates they would hardly

bé above |t
ﬂ.—.-
Aside from all technleal argument

over the sufMiciency of the vote for the
lowa amendments, It should be safe to
assume that the supreme court will be
guided by the Intention of the voter, and
certainly no voler expected to amend
anything other than the comstitution of
the state of lowa by his vole on the
propositions,
et

h, Forget It
Chieago Tribune,
With a record of thirteen killed and
nearly ™0 Injured, the foot ball season
passes Into history as o good second to the
Iate Fourth of July.

Balt for Feehle Memories,
Chioago Newe
Though the Standard il oMcinls may
"welcome an Investigation” as reportad, it

I= not Impossible that thelr memories will
completaly faill them when they are sum-
maotied to the witness =tand.

Note of the Knocker,
Minneapolis Journal

Nebraska cast over [OW soclallat votes
The populist party has gone, but thers are
still farmers left who feel, when they
think of the government, Just as they do
when the cow has stepped Into the milk
pail,

Misnisnippl's Prizse BDoar.
Louisville Courler-Journal,

Mr. Vardaman's latest exposure of him-
seif merely confirms the gendral opinion,
based upon some of his previous perform-
ances, that Misslsaippl unfortunately hasa
governor who should be Ignored by gentle-
men when dealing with gentlemen.

FONGEVITY AND TEMPERANCE,

Substantial Impetus te the Canse of
Total Abstinence,
Philadelphia Record.

The causs of the total abstalners is llkely
to recelve a very substantial Impetus from
tha life Insurance companiles. A fow
months ago an Engllash company, which
has been in business many years and which
hus kept Ita business with total abstalners
and with moderale drinkers separdle, an-
nounced that the longevity of the former
decldedly exceeded that of the latter, This
has been followed by the report that the
American companies have been studying
the subject, have réached the same conclu-
mlon and wiil offer cheaper Insurance to
total abstainers than to thows who "'take u
little something when they feel like 1t

Conclusions of the actuariés of the lead-
ing life insyrance companies will carry
far more welght with the public than the
arguments and appeals of the temperance
orntors.  Not ‘all Yhen are as carcful of
their habits as théy Know they ought to
be, but the judgment of the Insurance com-
panies will make &n Impression upon men
who are not influenced by the opinions of
thelr wives, thelr doctors, thelr pastors or
their own general knowledge. While every
man will admit that excessive drinking Is
deletarioun, few Wil admit even to them-
selves that they are excessive drinkKers.
But the conclusion of Englsh and Ameri-
ean Insurers, based upon long exporience,
that even moderate drinking abbreviates
existence. will make some Impression upon
all men who are not slaves of the drinking
habit, and If the companies shall offer to
Insure the lives of total abstalners at lower
rates than are charged. to others. they will
be backing thelr conclusions by the most
convincing of all argumen.s, for “money
talks.'"

1t Is Increasingly common for the great
rorporations to make total abstinence, or
somothing very near I, o conditlon of em-
ployment. There s lttle toleration in
business for Intemperance and thers Is a
growing susplcion of occasional drinking.
If this attitude of the great employers shall
be supported by the insurance companies
the money argument will accomplish for
teototallem more than all the appeals of the
temperance socleties.

FPOLITICAL PALMS ITCHING,

Milllens Ia the Irrigation Fund At-
tract Covetlous Schemers,
Cleveland Plain Deaijer.

The magnitude of the Irrigation project
contemplated by the government is well
undersiood. The money to execute it Is
to come from the sale of publie lands
More than $8.000,000, all of which must bLe
devoted to Irrigation purposes, has been
rectlved from this source. This s to be
expended under the dirsction of the sec-
retary of the Interior and the amount
to be spent In each state has no relation
to the sum recelved from the male of lands
within that state. For example, the
proceeds of land sales in Montana can be
spent In New Mexico If the secretary so

directs.

Naturaily the knowledge that such a
vasli sum 1# to be expended has caused an
epidemic of itehing palms among those
patriots who cannot understand how or
why it should be disbursed directly by the
goverament without the Intervention of
middlemen who have so often profiled by
such transactions. It Is Intimated that
determined effort will be made to Induce
pongreas to provide salaried agents to have
charge of the distribution of this money,
As the Irrigated districts must pay back
within ten years the money expended for
their improvament, and as thers will thus
alweyes De a large fund for Irrigation
purposes, to be handled over and over
again indefinitely. #t Is plain that If the
pian to have these agenila or commisioners
appointsd shall sucosed thers will be not
only & substantial and probably nesdless
swelling of the government payrell, but
& possible opportunity for pickings and
stealings while the cash Is changing hands

The men now in charge of the work are
speoially trafned and csarefully selected
experts and there will be no diffculty In
finding plenty more such If need ghall
arise. The law contemplated entrusting
the work te just sugh men, and thers oan
be no reason or execuse for viclating its
wpirit by ereating intermediaie agencies (n
the shape of commisstoners. who would In
all probability be politicians and not mueh
slss. The trafl of the politicsl hack and
grafier 8 over so many departments of
the public service that his intrusion in
this new feld will be bitterly resentsd.
Probably the publication of the scheme
will be suficient to defest (1. In any avent
the president takes such pecullar Interest
in the irrigation project. which s in a
certain pemss his own coremtion. thai he
will not be diwposed to tolerate meddling

by political lame duoks ;
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WHO ARE THE AMERICANS?

Reply to the Criticiam of &8
English Lawyer.
Philgdelphin Press.

It Bir Edward Viarks at the Thanksgivs
Ing banquet In Landon had simply been
Indulging In playful badinage when he
criticieed the Ltle of “Ameriean” ambas-
sador as an astumption, Mr. Choate would
probably have retorted in kind. If 8ir
Edward was serfous underneath his sars
dnem, Mr. Choate, not wishing to make &
contention, would naturaily have turned it
aside with only & word, ax he did.  Hin

Tart
-

| negative answer treated the ohjection as
| Intended,

And yet it Is hard to belleve that Bir
Fdward could serfously have meant to coms
plain becaune the people and the ambas-
sadorn of the United States are described
and describe themasivea as “Americans.”
The English lawyer will bave to go back
A long way In the history of his awn eouns
try with his fault-Ainding, He will have to
point hie shaftes at the greatest of English
slatermen When  Lord Chatham thune
dered: “If I were an American, as | am
an Englishman, I never would lay down
my arms while forelgn troops wers on my
ehore,” did he mean a Canadian or & Mox-
lean?

Edmund Burke in hix great speech on
“Concfliation with Ameriea,”” dellvered In

1T, showed that English commerce had
Erown as much from 17 to 1777 an in all
previous history. He pointed to Lord
Bathurst, whose life spanned that perlod,

He plctured the good angel of that suspl-
Clown youth as opening a vislon before him,
thus “If smmid these bLright And happy
reones of domestic honor widd prosperity,
that angel should have drawn up the cur-
taln, and unfolded the rising glorles of his

country, and while he was gazing with
admiration on the then commercial
grandeur of England, the genlus should

point out to Llm a Hitle speck scarce visi-
ble in the nmss of natlonal Interest, n
small seminal  prinelple pather than a
formed body, snd should tell him: “Young
man, there Is America—which at this day
perves for little more than to amuse you
with wstorles of savage men and uncouth
manners; yet shall, before you taste death,
ahow jtself equal to the whole of that com-
merce which now atiracts the envy of the
world. Whatever England has been grow-
Ing 1o by a progressive Increass of Ime
provement, brought in hy varietles of peo-
ple, by succession of civilized conquests
and civilising settlemeanta In & series of
L70 years, you shall see as much added
to It hy America In the course of a single
life!”

When Burke drew that glowing plcture
did he by “"America' mean Brazil or Peru?
8ir Bdward Clarke should pour his sar-
casm on Chatham and Burke! Poor ora-
torsl—according to this new Danlel come
to Judgment they did not know how to use
the term. There Is the Unlted Btates of
Mexino, and they are Mexloans. There s
the United Btates of Colombia, and they
are Colombians—except now the Panamans,
thank Roosevelt! There Isn the United
Htates of Brugll, and they are Braxilians.
Thera I8 the United States of America, and
why are they not the Americana?

RATLROADS AS ARTFUL DODGERS.

Variety of Means by Which Laws
Are Nullified.
Chicago Tribune.

When the raliroads of the country find a
law passed which prohiblis a diserimina-
tlon In freight rates between shippers “by
any speclul mte, rebate, drawback, or
other device,” a law which intends that
all shippers shall be squally favored by the
raliroads. what do they do? Do they faith-
fully observe the law hoth In letter and In
practice, as loyal citlzens of the country
#hold do, and In case they think It unjust
¢ither prove It to the courts or take the
consequences? This query seema childish
when the facts are known,

Thers are several methods used by the
raliroads to evade the law against rebutes,
One is the industrial rallway, another is
the private car line, a third Is the fetitious
damage clalm. They have all been revealed
by the Interstate Commerce comminsion.
They are all ingenious, and it s diMoult to
tell which is the mont clever method of law-
breaking.

The industrial rallroad 1Is in reality a
awitch track owned by the favored ehipper,
He uses his own engines to haul hia freight
o mile or so to the conneoting rallroad and
gets o divislon of the rate charged for
haullng the frelght to its destination. In
Chicago some of the Industrisl roads get
20 per cent of the rate to the Missouri
river. It is B0 miles to that point. Bay
they haul the freight five miles. They do
1 per cent of the work and get M per cent
of the compensation. This subterfuge glves
them a switching charge of about §12 a car,
where the ordinary charge would be abour
. The owner of the Industrial road in
this manner gets a rebate of § & car. In-
goenious as well ag proftable!

The private car line s a device by which
the favored shipper forwards his freight In
his own cars and the rallroads make him
allowances for using his own care tnstead
of theirs. The rallroads are sald to be
generous to & fault In the allowances they
grant these private car owners.

The flotitious damage dovice has been
brought out recently In Lhe Inquiry into
live stock rates. It was found that the
favored shipper brought in a bill for dam-
ages to his stock while in transit, and the
ralironds were so taken aback and stag-
gered by the overwhelming evidence
aguinst them that they forgot the cus-
tomary practice of contesting all damages
—especizlly damages for death and injury
to human lve stock—and pald the bills
without protest.

The Interstate Commerce commission has
ferreted out all these ingenlous methods or
talented luwhbreakers, but It Is largely ham.
pered in ite efforts to check thelr operations
for lack of authority. The present law (o
regulate commerce Ix ridiculous, because
while it authorizes the discovery of law-
breaking It provides no means for its
prompt suppression when it Is discovered.
It provides for diagnosis, but not for a
remedy. It samploys & one-legged and a
one-armed man to defend the publlc against
one In the possession of all his members
Congress should end the pitiable and un.
equnl struggle between the commission and
the rallroads. 1t can do so by giving the
commission the powers It was originally in-
tended it should have.

Desertion the Army Bother,
Hpringfield Republican.

The annual report of General Chaffee, as
chlef of staff of the army. sxpresses un-
limited satisfaction in the working of tha
new system of army organization, which
has been In operation about & year and a
half. For the present, littls new legisla-
tion Is nesded for tha army, sccording to
the general. There is the same old prob-
lem of* desertions, but that svidently s be-
yond reach, A certain proportion of en-
{leted men are sure to desert sach year, and
no amount of punishment seems (o have &
detarrent ¢Mect

Cutting Out (he Handshake.

Portiand Oregonian. L
Handshaking of & president ls & nulsance,
a bore, & hardship and a danger: snd It
ssems 1o have been properly omitted for
the ceremony of the reception to Presiflent
Roosevelt at Bt Louls. If the president
inaugurates during his present tarm o
needed reform by declining to shake hands
at any publie reception. he will be sus-
tained by sentiment The popularity of the
handshaker (o necassarily lasting, any.

GOSSIP AnorT THE WAR,

Men and Measnres Consplencus In

the strmgule.

A late Issus of Engineering gives de-
tailed Information ubhout the resently com-
pleted link In % Transsiberian rallway
around the south end of Lake Balkal. The
purpose of the line ls 1o avold the delays
incident to the ferry service across A body
of water frequently swept by storma and
coversd with loe four monthe of the YeAr.
The new section I8 181 miles in l*ngth, but
the most diMoult work was required be-
twoen statlons known as Balkdl and
Kultuk, which aré fifty-thres miles apart.
This part of the routs was chosen from
pevernl that had been surveysd beonue
it had no stesp grades. The quallly eof
the rock to be cut sesmed mors satisfactory
than that slsewhere, and n plecn of road
previously bulll from Irkutsk to Balkal
could be utilizsed. Otherwise thirty or
forty miles of track would have bean
wanrted,

Along the shore from Balkal to Kultuk
the mountains riss abrptly 1o a helght
of from 800 to 1,500 feet, and In most places
the ¢liff I» absolutely vertical. Thirty-two
tunnels have been neaded, whose uggre-
gate length in three and one-half miles,
and one of which i= nearly half a mile
long. Inasmuch ax the rock is often loose
there, it was found expedient to liné Thess
passagen to  praotieally” their whole ex-
tent with heavy brickwork, as a precaution
agninst caving. Even this safeguard may
not prove Invariably effective. The reglon
Is subject 1o ecarthquakes, which Invite
land slides on the open part of the lne
yAnd threatsn to cause a collapse of 1he
tunnéls. Again, there are almost count-
leas clefia in the rock, And small sireams
emptying intoe the lake. The Balkal-Kul-
tuk section Inclufes no fewer than 10
bridges. Torrentinl rains are not uncam-
mon In the vidinity, and as much as eight
Inches of water has fallen there In & wlagle
day. This s about asn much as Is ever
precipitated by a tropieal eyclone, and the
fact in unplessantly suggestive of wash-
outs,

However, the all-rafl line I of great
valus In expediting milltary sunplios, but
the ferry service will be continued as here-

tofore, mo that a break In one will not
block transportation to the fronb
“Thers are certaln featuves of the

Japanesa army which are wholly dlstinetive
and which separate It from all the armies
of the world,” saye n writer in Leslle's
Weekly. "An Inviiation to a band con-
cert at headquurters—n function so lttle
Indulged in by the Japanese and mso pal-
pably a forelgn Innovation—brought home
this train of reflection with especial foree.
In attempting to anniyse the subject, some
of the factors seem fto be these: There in
no panoply of war; there are never any
ostentatious «ffects. It s a Nghting ma-
chine, pure and simple, divested of all
trappings, tinsel, and glittering martial
display. Quite, sober, merious, the genaral
no more consplovous—except for, a fine
dapple-gray horse—than the coavalry
trooper; tha colonel of foot is modestly
dressed as the private In his ranks. A
modern army, run on plain, business
principles; no apectacular demonstrations;
no  dare-dovil, halr-ralsing taking of
chances with the enemy, but & giim, sllent
and stealthy preparedness, (o (ake ad-
vantage of the slightest false move on
the part of the adversary. No sporting
spirit; alwayw meet your enemy two, three,
four to one, If possible, and overwhelm
him. And, when the time comea to die
In the attuck, sacrifice your life as dearly
as possible, making use of every bit of
cover, but die uncomplainingly.'

Fleld Marshal Oydma, who Is In com-
mand of the Japaness armles In Manshu-
ra. was once a pupll In the Temple Hill
school at Geneseo, N, Y., and Walter G.
Patterson, one of Geheseuv's leading resi-
dents, remembers Oyama and relates many
amusing experiences of the young Japa~
ness, whom he desoribes as an undersized
boy of 16, heavy sel. but bright-eyed and
keen-wittad. "I am perhaps the first man
who saw Oyama under fira” sa.d Mr. Pat.
terson the other day. “One Baturday
morning & crowd of students started
afoot for a peach orchard belonging to
‘Tomp' Campbell, which was a favorite
place with the boys. While climbing a
fence Oyama waa the last over. Buddenly
Mr. Campbell appeared with & shoigun,
He took alm at Oyvama and fired & charge
of rock sall Into his body. Oyvama stood
the pain stoleally as one of the fortunes
of war to be encountered when mralding
peach orchards.’

The money wvalus of the Rumsian fleet
now apeading toward the seat of war s
quite large. Bome idea of its cost may be
obtained from the following table:

Beven battieships, 6,600,000, lﬂ.i@.ﬂ
'I‘wu armored crulsers, $,000000 . 10.000,00)
rmmlod cruisers BOU 0. .. 16 000,000
‘I‘wo ve destroyers, §380,000.,....,,.. l.gzag
Ina au:il cmlun nmmn 8
0 l Iﬂ.“ 1. 000
Hospital lhlp ' b
ey
TOUE  oosssscnisrsnnrancisnnne AohabeAs S8, T80, 000

Apparently Marshal Oku is the most ad-
m! of the Japansse generals. A letter
fo. in & mall bag captured by General
Rennenkampf ocontained the following:
“When our awe-inspiring commander for
the frst time Inspected our batialion the
new men shook with fear, think ng he
could see Into thelr hearts. But the gen-
eral dlamounted from his horse and talked
to the men, giving sweetls (o tha youngest
He tasted our food, examined our o'o. hes
and ordersd us to be given new bootws.
Now that we hava fought under his re-
nowned leaderabip we fear no defeat ™

—_—

Field Marshal Oyama Is not much of a
beauty, but he s & good deal of A man
Once he was the judge advocate of the
Jupanese army and well known for his
justice. He attended & ball at Toklos one
night and was standing near a door when
a FEurppean woman of unusual baauty
passed him. He watched her for an in.
stant, and, turning 1o A friend, sald. |
“What a lovely woman' The woman
hoard him, turned, recognised him and
sald, “What an oxcellent judge.”

Conseernie New Bishoep.
NEW ORLEANS Nov M —Father Cor-

PERSONAL NOTES,

¢land
Intey

O'Donovan Roesa hias arrived In Ir
his twenty years' exile from that ¢
having explred.

Miss Helen Qould unvelled w brones tab
Jet In the West Blde Young Men's Christing
assoclation bullding, New York Clty

Baturday night last, sntitied. “Washingto
at Valley Forge,” which was presenled by
John J. Clancy.

W. R MeKeen, who recently eslehrate

hin peventy-fifth birthday at Terre Mautr

Ind., was for tweniy-five ycars presidem
of the Vandalia rallecad, In the twenty
five years of his presidency the road never
killed n paseenger,

Mrs. Pauline Steinem, describnd ue the
most prominent Jewess of Toledo, O, and n
great favorite with the fate Mayor Sam

Jones, has been elected to the oity’'s nchool
board. Bhe ran 170 voles abend of hes
ticket and hoer plurklily was about K000,

J. Adam Bode has been talking about the
Roosevell lnndslide. “'I once asked a Mon-
tana conductor,” he msays, “why his train
was two days Iate, and ha told me that
half & mile of the scenery had fallen down
That's what happened a few days ago.”’

Jamen Jeffrey Roche, the author, is a
very amusing story teller, One of his
friends thus ldentified him to an unknown
admirer: “If you sée two men sitting to-
gether, and one of them in all broken up
laughing., the other one Ia James Jeffrey
Roche."

Copenbagen has lost its most prolific nov-
olist by the death of Louls de Moulin. He
used to write half a4 domen stories at once.
Many of them were printed In the Danish
Review, and he is sald to have been bound
by econtract to furnish at least five murders
In each mtory.

Judge Charles Flald of Athol, Mass, Is
the oldest member of the bar In New Hog-
land and the oldest judge In the United
Btates who Isn al pressnt exercising full
judicial functions. Although 50 years old,
Judge Field alta on his court bench almost
every day, elther at Athel or Gardner,

POINTED PLEASANTRIES,
If a man's pipe could tell all the modl
ticns it has shared with him they w
mnko his wife's halr stand on end. -Now
York Press

Gerald—There's & fool born every minute,
Geraldine—But that would be only sixty
an hour—Bunday Magasine.

“Why ahould beef be so upomlvo?"

asked the .consumer.
i use,” answerad Mr. stin  Stax,
in at a disndvantage with most other

mdunu There |8 no method ol adulterat-
‘ 4 n with cheapor materinls. ' —Washing-
o

“Doa’t yiu helleve M that ‘public office
= & public trun ™

"'Oh, -uro ‘n very llk- A trust. At any
rate, some n ows seem to have a monop-
oly of lt."-Ptllmalphls Ledger,

Woman of the House—Yea, I advertied
or a lost dog. but it lt&'l. any of thess
ou have brought a lot cheap, common

Caller—Yes'm: these is the 8§ dawgs If
ye'd offered §5 rewa d I'd have brought u
smaller an' more seleck 10t fur ye to choose
. ma‘am. —Cmcuo Tribune.

“The Berwicks are luch' people.”

‘How o™
“Why. you know, thut jewel of a girl of
lawn mower ™

theirs, the one whé ran
e "_.1

"Well, Beswick has just discovered that

the can ure a snow shovel, oo, —Cleveland

Plain Dealer.

“Don't you think that Freddy Feather-

-

pp Ia A tarﬂbl uny, uorue. undevel-
op.d lﬂlle 1l PEars. ¥
‘Do 17 Say. ll hu folks would

nl ot
?m of theu Incubators and put nl' {E'
d be sume show for him."—Cl

THE WEDDING GUEST.

Philadelphia Catholic Standard
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SPAULDING & Co.

CHICAGO
Goldsmiths, Silversmiths and Jewelers
lwporters of

Diamonds Precious Stones

Art Goods
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Rich Jewelry and Silverware

Our patrons will find here the opportunity
for deliberate selection which s only
possible in shops having an unlimited
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