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Wﬁemuummleings&ay and Pevour One Another N— 7
Where!ong Pirds Build @ardens about TheirNests

. WhereNature is Most Beautiful NN\ 7

and where Man is Pflost Vile .

E. PRHATT has just returned unsoathed to his
Englat home afler two years of 1ife among the - — e
most savage race In the world, He has lived ]
with hik son. a boy of 10 now, In a reglon where | [_

:

human belngs slay und devour one another, and
where #ong birds Bulld the mowt beautiful gar-
teng nbout thelr nests upon the ground. . He
ha= supped and slopt amongst men the momt de-
praved on ecarth amidst scenes the moat beautiful, a place
where humanity alone has sunk ben ith the lowest level of
the bensts, and where the lower forms of life have surpasseq
in beauty and intelligence thelr fellows in other parts of the

world,

It is of the Papuans, a little known raoce of British New
Guinea, that A. E. Pratl and his son are now telling London, |
and thelr deseriptions of the strange aborigines of this re-
mote part of Auftralasia have astonished all hearers, The

monstrous praeclices In which they induige are enhanced in THE CURIOUS DRUMS OF THE TUGERD (LUTCIE NEW e
hideousness by the fact thal, nocord'ng to the returned ex- | GUINEA)
plorers, they are an Inteiligent, quick, merry race of men. 4 ' 4 v of The ) AL .. , o AN
Alert of mind, comely and strong of body, they laugh delight- : The body of the dram ) [ { dolimoed from a seled Cimuliy
awd curpwwedy carved,  TAe Kanudle alvo i ond fioms the ¢

Ay ove a Unsped ble outrages which they oo : The " ; Ay

edly over the unspeakable outrages wh ey commlit: They loge The drwmboads nre of Tsandsshin
are not a low browed, skulking. squalld race like other man
puling savages, but nimble of mind and muscle, daring peo-

ple wilh open countenances and laughing lpe.

showing at lemst a natural aptitude for the business of
Lapking.
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Want to Eat Traveler's Son.
“Oh one occaslon.'” contlnued Mr. Pratt, “ 1 had to send

my son, then a boy of 18, who had acqulred the langunge, to
Ekelkel with a small following to get much needed suppilen,
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Have All Wives They Can Afford.
“The Papunns are polygamists” sald Mr. Pratt, " and a ' '
man may have as many wives os he can support; but, owing
te the great poverty which usually obtains in the islands,
few can kKeep more than two, It |s curious to note that, as-

though the Papunn savages are meparated from Australia by
only & narrow stralt, they are, physically and mentally ax ‘g K, The native carriers feared to go, and I dreaded the worst
lcast, much higher In the human sea'e. It would be hard to \ that might happen. They fnally agrecd Lo accompany my
wnke an exact comparisun of their morals, or *immorals,* son, who was well armed with modern weapons, and the
but It ia certaln that the manner of thelr most repulsive rit- journey was accomplished In safoty until the party was half
uals is not ns revolting in appearance as is those of the Aus- way on Its return. There they passed a village near whicn
tralians, a man had been murdered, and the villagers. suspecting ous
“The stature of the Papuan varies Many of the tribes - party, demanded that my son be given up to be killed and
e eaten. Our party made as to take counsel over the matter,

Night fell quickly, and In the darkneéss, by hard gand cons
stant running, my boy and hia followers came off In snfety.
1 4o not think that a youth of 18 hne ever conducted so has-
ardous a journey In Papun.'’

Mr. Pratt describes the ornithology of Papua as including
the oddest and most beautiful examples of bird e he hne
known. There he saw the marvelous bluebirds of paradise,
one of the latest discoverles, and there he watched, aston.
ished, the splendid bower bird, which bullds upen the grouna
a nest that Is a true bird cottage, which makes about Its
door n garden of orchld blooms plucked In the wilderneas,
end whieh actunlly dances with Ita mate among the well
ordered rows of flowers,

The Papuans are good hunutere, but bad farmers., They
guard thelr women while the Iatter work., but most of thetr
agriculture Is & fallure. In hunting they drive the wild pig.
the cassowary, and the walloby Into Ingeniously contrived

—1
1

‘ tound in the mountainous sections are of splendld, command-
Ing physiques. This la eape elally true of those living near
the German fronticr; but there are some triber of small stat-
ure in the mountalns and many men of hotable size and
sirength near the gea const. The Matnans are & tribe of faip
szed people who live In the lowlands, but near Tort Moresby
there Is a tribe of small Papuans who are the most singular
ruman belngs | have seen. They are almost amphiblous In
thele dally habits, adapting themselves from Infancy to the
whter with as much ease an to land life, They are actually
web footed, a hereditary mark of anclent aquatic hablts.*
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Cannibal Rites at Festivals.

It s when tribe meets tribe on festive occasions that what
we¢ may call murder is done between the merrymakers, ana I
thit men. women, and children actually feast upon the
cooked fleah of fellow crentures, It Is when the mirth Is at
ils highest that one of these laughing, singing tribesmen’
gpears his rival or his tribal ndversary, Nor does the most
timld Papuan look upon such & tragedy as other than a jolly
joke, n cause for laughter, s proof that the festival has
proved & grand success. At other than a festival the slaying L4
ef a teibesman means war with the tribe of the slayer, ana
the victlms of battle supply the viotors® commissariat. Some
tribes notunlly slny and devour the peopls of thelr own tribes, -
siolking them down In cold blood, hesitating not to gorge
themselves upon the flesh of thelr own relatives. Nor 1Is
there in this monstrus practice any cvidence of malignity.
The corpse 18 looked upon as proper food. The killing 1s done
bt the willage butcher as a matter of course. There Is no
grief manifested, and It (s likely that none Is felt.

Contradictory as it may seem, these Papuans, according
tn Mr. Pratt, are not devold of all gentle or affectlonpate
tralts, They have, too, n sense of what civilized people call
konnr. They do not cheat or lle readily, as many aborigines
do, and In thelr dealings with him they proved both trust-
worthy and trusting In most cases. The tribes with which
he visited proved thoemeelves to be loyal and Indefatigable in
his mervice, reciprocating his falr treatment, responding to
his Kindness, and quickly learned overything he could teach l
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& PAINT A8 MOURNING: A PAPUAN FUNFRAL; THE WIDOW,
Man’s Life Worth a Pig. A WEIRD TRIBAL DANCE. PAINIED BLACK, FOLLOWING HER HUSHAND'S CORPSE.
“ But while we were encamped at Kebea,” he says, " ons ; 5

morning we recelved an unpleasant surprise. The nativea At metings of the tribes, on festive occarions, is enacted the, dance here depicted, The headdress &5 made /f grass fibre, and the strange armleis are soven of pmdinus fibre runways made of grass. ‘“They figh In the low countries with
«f n village on an opposite ridge, within calling distance, The neckioces are s’ ¥ g : . tand made nets, and thelr weapons are spears, hows and
shouted over to us that they had killed and esten the brother  { ecklaces ::j ogs’ teeth ; the anklsts are of feather-work,  The central figure in the dance wears a huge headdress of bwrn wradise plumes surmounted by a gigantic arrows, and clubs, They have a system of spreading nows
of one of my best hunters, Ow Bow. The slain Papuan him- aigrette of parrols’ feathers. The dancers wear great bunches of ‘grass Whind, and carry hght grast wands purely for decorative effece.  The nove ornament is workad from the end communicating from village to wvillage by shoullng to
solf wis o faithful and trugted guide. There was great ex- curl of @ shell brought by the K . ; one another ncross the valleys and gorges, the words spread-

by the Kabads le from the coast, and traded nth the Mafulu le fo : . ’ ) P
S people [ g Mafulu people for pigs dnd produce of their rich valley. These ornaments are greatly coveted, ing from hilltop to hilitop with wonderful rapidity, Near

oltement, and the brother of the murdered man, summoning
all the other villngers, came and demanded all the guns and
r'fles 10 go to this village and shioot a1l these people, which, nds opportunity to spear his ady
wrsary.
of course, 1 refused, The nolse was terrible, and It went on £ ? pes g

but are 5o vare that small vitlages have only one, and the young damhisr have to take turns m wearing o,  During these dances old (ribal scores are often pad off, and a man Hood's bay the Pratt party visited the Motu-Motu people,
the mysterles of New QGuinen, for they are plebald and the
white spots upon thelr black flesh has never been_explainea
by sclentists who have secn them.

BUYING A WIFE:

The snifor offvrs some portion of Aiv wealth—a pearl shell w0

wechloce of dogs' leelh, or, wesl valuadle of ol a bl

armiled, If ke i wealthy the price d5 il accmdiagdy

by the aferm  falher The boide wits mear al  hawd  diring
the bsgarning.
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A PAPUAN WOOING.
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THE TORCA BIGNAL: A NIGHT VISIT TO THE
CAMP.
v ewand agninit attack, Mr, Pail erdered [he malives, en winiling
Aime wl wight, fo cary forches, and Aail the camp from a
- Wirtunee before endering.

Then™on the third day, an emissary hut ‘welcomed by the tribesmen of the human vietim. The the viotims usually walting In advantageous places to spear

llage and announced that his people pig was brought, a feast wWis proclaimed, and my villagers the offenders at the first opportunity.” )
On ordinary occasions Mr, Pratt's party, by dint of uniformly falr treatment of

the friends of the natives, had comparatively lttle trouble. Upon first
penetrating the lslands the Pratt expedition found that its
supply of beads. which are the journey money of the Papuanas,
was exhausted. To go back at that time would have been
too great a delay. It was impossible to go forward without
either paylng the natives for thelr services and supplies or
establishing some kind of a credit system with them. Mr.
Pratt chose the latter plan. The natives ut once grasped the
cause and meaning of It and permitted the party to open an
account. On another oceasion, passing from the boundaries
ot a tribs to which he had pald many bends, he sought to
borrow back this supply of the standard exchange of the
realm, promising to return the loan with Interest. Men,
women, and children fell In with the suggestion sl oOnce,

throughout the day.
arrived from the other vi

T were willing to give & plg as pay for the murdered man, and were dellghted with the seitlement
the outlandish proposition was not only promptly accepted of (his kind it would have been a life for & lite,

o
t:.

p————— - : y : " ] |

A FEATHERED AR1IST: THE BMOWER-DIRD AIKD 118 WONDEMFUL GAKDEN,

Not enly does the bodr-bird buld one of the most wonderful neits haown fo maturalists, but & actually lays ont a gorden, Jt picks the blossasts of orcludy, and arravges
them in alternate lines of wnawve and winte, . Among these vows of flowers st dances fo sli male,




