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RE you belng polsoned?

Poasibly something of the kind may be hap-
pening 6 you without any warning that you
huva boen able to Interprer. I you suffer from
frequent headaches, neor algia. or nausea, It I8
worth while o Inguire if arsenle polsoning is
accountable. OQovernment sclentista have been
Investigating the recintly, and by
maunn of cdreful analysin they have found that many kinds
of dress goods contaln enough of the mineral Lo be dangerous
to health, Thia In eapeainlly true of stoekings But furs of
all hinds, Including foor rugs, are commonly so heavily
loaded with the stuff as to carry In thelr texture a threat l.\-f
slcknons and even of death.

Out of Torty-two samples of furs sxamined by the burenu
of chemistry sloven were heavily londed with Argenile, con
talning from twenty (o 1,700 timen ns much of the polson as
In allowed, as & limit of safety, by the lnws of Massachu-
vetiss The standard set by this state Is mentioned bhecause
it has gone farther than any other In the regulation of the
matter which has an Important relation to the great textiie
Indusiries of the pultured commonwealth. In the case of
furs the stufl s added during the process of curing, eMher ns
a preservallve or to repel inseets. Inasmuch as such articles
ars worn around the nesk and hands, coming into elose con-
tact with the skin, the danger Is proportionately great

Of eleven samples of fir rugs and robes examined, overy
one exceeded the limit of safety, which Is put at one grain of
arsenile per square yard, None contalned less than five gralns
per square yard, and from this minimum they ran up to 170
graine, Buch rugs, It I8 declared, are extremely dangerous,
because the mineral, belng present In such large quantities,
In Uable to be mingled with the dust of living rooms and to
he breathed into the lunge. In feet, wrsenic In rugs s worse
than In wall paper, for the reason that there ls more chanoe
of ita getting loose In the ntmosphere,
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Arsenic Found in Dry Goods.

Bevera]l hundreds of samples of dry goods of various kinds
were subjeoted to annnlysis and It wns found that more or
less arsenle was commonly present In ealleoes, castimeres,
mohalrs, flannels, flannelets, and various other fabries—in-
troduced, of course, ns an Ingredient of the dyen, Black, red,
and green fabrics seemed to be most heavily loaded with the
polson, Only 11 per cent of the dress goods contalned over
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AR to the death threatens the pet cat and dog
of Chioago.

From decayed or Infected animal or vege-
table matier more than half of the Infectious
diseases of Chicago are carried and dissemi-
nated by the famillar and often beloved anl-
mals of domestic life,

The mouse and rat, scevengers of clviliza-
tion, become the original hosts of various diseases. The
house cat and lapdog, seome of which are both mousers and
ratters, assimilate infection In the form of germs or para-
siten, and the infeotion I8 Nnally earried to human beings

The flea and the louss, which have thriven on cats, dogs,
chickens, pigeons, and even canary birds, are capable and
active In communicating Infeotlon to children or grown par-
sons who fondle and pel them.
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Epidemics Traceable to Pets.

Health Commissioner Reynolds says: 1 puppome that
moat of Chlcago's epldemics of contaglous disease could be
traced, finally, to domestic animals. The best we oan do
under the clreumstances s o prohibit thp presence of such
pots in the rooms and haunis of persons afflicted with Infeo-
tiou disesses. Wi cannot stop people from having and
handling household pets. The favorite terrier with 4 record
for rat killing In back alleys and from under garbige boxes
may bring Alphtheria, scarlet fever, and other contagious
maladies Into the home. The well tendsd but adventurous
house oat may do the same. The flea that hops from the in-
dustrious and profitable backyard hem may bite contagion
Into Ate Buman vietim."

Dr. James C. Kiernan, one of the most notive and best
known Ohloagn authorities on the bacteriologieal communi-
cation of disease, says the medical profession here has as
yet taken no gotive or concentrated steps towards the ef-
toctive obliteration of this most common source of infection.
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Doctors Sound Warning.

“The most we have fone,’” he sald, “ was to warn our
patients and consultants, prosecuilo the most assiduocus in-
vestigations. and give to our colleagues in word and writing
the resulta of our studigs, The conservative professional
man will hesltate & long time before exploiting In & sonea-
tional or hasly manner even those discoveries which seam o
him both positive and sxtraordinary. The antl-cruelty or
ganiastions of differam eities have done both gopd and harm
in aiding sclentific men 1n the work of restricting and effacing
the power 0f domentic apimals to disseminate dissase,

“ in New York for instante, the ohief society of this kind
has agfesd 0 never Interfers with thé sxperiments or in.
voutlgatigns of recognized men and socleties of wsecience.
Here, If surgtoba, physlolans, and bactsriplogists sought to
quarantine, experfinent with, or destroy anlmals suspected
of harboring conlagious germs there would Dé an immediate
outery from. the humans soelcties, Yet Chicego o dally ex-
posed ta ‘he Intreduction of contugious epidemies by worth-
Vean erentures, so-tulled pete, Lo which we have no scpons
ind for the Investigation and quarantining of which there i1s
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Experiments with Wall Papers,

An Interesting discovery In wall papers is announoed.
Certaln specles of fungl, commonly known as molds, have
{mportantly o do with polsoning by arsenic contained In such
papers. For many years the problem of wall paper polson-
Ing has been regurded as extremely puszling. One selentist,
In Germany, lved for many months for the purpose of ex-
periment In n room the walls of which were pointed with a
green plgment rieh In the poison; yet he suffered ho 1]
effects. On the other hand, there have heen many unmis-
takable cases of polsoning by papers which contuined only
emall as an impurity I thelr dyes.
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The secret of the malttar Is that certain molds, living
sometimes in the paste on the back of the wall paper, havs
power to decompose the salts of arsenle used in vhe dye and
to convert i1 Into a gas, which, mingling with the alr of the
dwelling room, Is taken Into the lungs of the occupants One
of these molds ls called Penlelillum brevelcnnle, and recent
oxperiinents have shown that when placed in contact with
arsenic It developes gas In such quantities as to be dangerous
to appronch. A rat exposed to It dled in convulsgions In a
short time. The gas, It appears, has a strong odor of garlle—
n fact which may afford a suggestion of the presence of &
peril that otherwise would not be suspected, There are, how-
ever, at least four of these " arseno-molds” which appear
to constitute a clans by themsealves. /
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Use of Arsenic Decreasing.

In old times wall papers were sometimes colored with
green plgments consisting almost entirely of arsenleal com-
pounds, Samples have bheen analyged that yielded from fifty
grains to 264 grains of the polson to the sguare yard, Now-
adays, however, owlng to agitatlon of the subject. comparan-
tively little of the mineral is utilized In the dyes employed.
Out of 087 samples of wall papers bought by the government
bureau of chemistry, only four held more than one-tenth of a
graln of arsenlc per square yard. The experts say that It ls
not certaln thiat thig amount Is harmless. The papers mant-
factured by one concern contained not & trance
eral, showing that It Iz possible
colore without the use of any arsenle
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no legal provision. And 80 we prefer to work against the
danger without Inviting either the hoatllity of sentimentalints
or the theatrical publicity that so often attaches to such

enlerprine.”
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All Pets Under Suspicion.

Dogs, cals, parrots, pigeons, song birds and ull other pet
gtook nre coming rapidly under the susplelon of the bacterl-
ologists and doectors of Chicago. The hostility with whioh
some physicians now regard Fido and Tahby amounis to a
threat of extermbuation aguinst those beloved members of
#o0 many houscholds A few years ago, when It was first
sugnesied that the stray cat of the tenement distriots sprend
the gorms of scarlet fever (here was much derision and but
Uttle corroboration of the discovery .

Bince then eminent bactericloglals in London, Parls, New
York, and Chlcago have baen subjecting all sorts of pets to
rigid examinations. The Boclety for the Prevention of

Cruelty (o Animals 'n many cities has Melped along the
crusade agalnst Infected animals by annually destroying
hundreds of thousands of helpless, homeless, ‘and diseaned
cata, In the last ton-years 616040 cats and 200 444 doge were
humanely exeouted by the sooclety In New York Clty, and
yet the effect upon the dog and cat population there has been
scarcely perceptible
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Don't Allow Pets in Sick Room.

Cemmissioner of Health Reynolds of Chicago has waged
& continual] warfare upon the practice of permitting pet dogs,
cats, and even birds In the rooms occupled by patients suf-
teting from Infectlous discases. His deputios and nssisiants
are all Instructed o do everything in thelr power to prevent
cats and dogs from  approsching petlents (1L or recovering,
from contagious maladiesn ‘The department has no authority

to enforoe these safeguards nor any means by which the
number of unclkean, bhomeless, of worthless ecats and dogs
could be destroyed and it seems guite tmpossible Lo carry

the war sucoessfully forward agalnst the petted darlings of
the housshold, HBut the department 1s thoroughly convinced
that the germ carrying animals are one of the greatast
menices Lo the health of the community, particularly with
regard to ohildren

Dr. Heman Spulding of the Chicage health department
sald ’

' We belleve here that catls nnd dogs wpread more searlet
fover than any elther agency. In the pamphlet of Inetructions
to familles In the case of contagious discawes I Is expressly
stuted that doge, cats, and birds must be excluded from the
room and presence of the patlent, and we try to enforoe that
rule most stringently during the perlod of convalescence
when, as every one should know, the dunger of Infection 1s
groatest. But there ure a great many people of sseming in-
telligence who think this rule Is only a fad or the result of
an ynoértain theory and neglect to colipsrate with ua.

> >
Dogs and Caits Spread Tuberculosis.

“There Is nothing more corfaln In baoteriologioal scionoe
than that sndmale both carry the germa of dl eases pocullar
to human belnga. and often are thomselves vietims of
diss that can be communicated to man. Dogs and cals, for
Instance, may. not acqgulre scarlet fever or whooping cough,
but they ure gulis wubject to tubercalosis and readlily Impurt
that bucliips 1o thelr human friends and companions as waell
e Lo each alther,  Thiat gregnrivus tenden: ¥ of dogs and that
reving dispomition of all cota alse contribute to Lhe apread

makli-

Arsenic,
loaded furs

Come directly an corlact
with neck “and arms .

Mary mustrit pet her little. Tamb.

wall Papers
mmakie many Fooms

dangerous o Life.

of Infeotion. The beést bred, most carefully attended dog ls
no aristocrat the moment he mevts another dog. The dirtlest
eur of the alleys looks all right for a playmate, and there ia
no doubt that many a case of diphtherih, scariet fever,
measgiea, and whooping cough has entered the most cautiously
guarded homes through the unexpected agency of the pedi-
greed dog or the prize winolng cat.  The searlet fever germ
thrives on the alley cat because the most depraved, vulgar,
and adventurous fellne of the garbage boxes and the dumps
Joins with his aristocratie fellow creatures In the midnight
aoiréde nnd revelries of the nelghborhood.’

The ringworm, that most eommon and generally inex-
plicable akin affection of children, is unusually prevalent In
Chicago this summer, It I8 attributed almost wholly to doga
which are popularly, hut mistakenly, supposed to be suffering
from mange, The ringworm, the technival name of which
is tinea, 18 usnally a temporary and almost harmiess humor
produced by a tiny creature which causes an inflamed, Itohy,
Irritating spot upon the fesh of the young, bt which is also
capsble of producing “ bald spols " and sealp diseasds upon
ETOWnN mr.l’l{ll‘l

It is now admitted by the
continents that rats* fAirst cultivated
of the bubonle plague The rat killing dug or cat or the
household pet which assoelates with such performers Is
rapable and active In dimeminating a score of gontdglons,
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which may be collectod in night adventure, In play with
follow oreaturem, or In assoclution with human beings wha
are sultering from some lufectious malady

e TR -

Ty

i




