/‘I

“Ben” Lindsey, the American Boy’s Best Friend

(Cogyright, 1004, by Willlam Thorp.)
COUNTY court judge In Denver

Colo.,, was recently called upon
to address a large meoting of
boys whose ages ranged from 9 L6
4 years. You might expect n
Judge under such clreumstances to pull a
golemn face, call his audlence "My dear
young friends,” and treat them to a long
Btring of copy<book maximes. Not so this
Judge. He joked with the boys, used thelr
owia slang, told them enough of his own
boyhood days to show them that he un-
derstood and symputhized with them, and
then suddenly asked:

“Bay, klds, how many of you fellows
ever swiped things? Now, everybody who
has hold up his hand.”

Every little hand went into the nir as
quick as wink, although the boys knew
that the man speaking to them was the
Jullge of the children's court and could
have them haled before him and punished
It he chose.

The man was Judge Ben B. Lindsey,
who presided over the juvenlle court in
Denver, and who huas been selected ns
chairman of the national committee on
Juvenile courts by the recent national con-
forence of Charities and Correction held at
Portland, Me. Judge Lindsey s the best
known and most distingulshed of all the
“children’s judges' und the power which
he wiclds over naughty boys to make them
better lg simply marvelous.

“"Ben' Lindzey, ns everyvbody calle him
in Denver, rememberg that he was a boy
himself once, and that he was as apt to
“swipe things” as the next boy. There-
fore, he has chuanged the old system under
which youngsters were sent to jall for
ewiping a huandful of peanuls from the
“ginney’ on the sireel corner,

For a judge, “Ben" Lindsey hns some
Btratiing ideas, but they are biscd on
the bed rock of common sense, The cardl-
nal principle on which he administers
Justies fn his court Is that *“a boy who
Bwipes thing= Is not a thief.”

“In some cases (it may be well to let
the bhoys think =o; In others T would not,"
the Judge sald, “In reply to my questions,
the boys In the public schools of Denver
declared that In thelr opinion at least one-
half of the boys In school would ‘swipe
things." Some boys sald nearly all, most
of them sald two-thirds, practieally all
sild one-half. If this be a fact in Denver,
It Is no less a fuct in every other elty In
this country, Denver bovs are the best on
enrth,

"An Intelligent understanding from the
boy’'s stundpoint will, T think, convince any
unblased mind that such children are not
thieves, yvel all must admit that It is such
habits persisted In that make thleves, hur-
glars and other criminals, They are per-
8lated in in entirely too many cases, though
I believe the majority of such casdés tre of
an Isolated or infrequent nature snd oare
chocked hy proper home training, as they
should be, before the Intervention of the
ceourt hecomes neccossary.

“Every case agalnst n child must be
Judged more from the standard of the child
than from that of the man. No one oan
seriously expect 2 streot boy of 12 to ro-
spect the law Intended for the protection
of the fruit vender in the suime way (het
we have 4 right (o expeel the adult to fe-
Bspect i lnw of no higher sanctily or bind-
Ing effect for the protectlon of the banker
or tha merchant.” .

These are the prineiples on which the
Judee conduocts hig court, Hig metheds are
no lezs original. He alm# to make every
Httle “eriminal” who is brought before him
an oflicer of the court,

Nonrly all the cuases nre dealt with hy
putting the boye on pralation for periods
extending from two weeks (o (wo yveara.
The judge thus keeps in touch with them
without punishing them. Every other Snte
urday they report to him, gsome 20 or 200
of them: and he usually talks to them on
some subject that Immedintely galng a
boy's heart and attentlon. His fuvorite
tople is “snitching”—when 1t f= right and
when It I8 wrong., “Sultehing,' as most
boys know, means telling tales, “peach-
fng'*

“Now, look here, kids” the fudge will
say. " coursn, {t's mean to be a dirty
Httle snlteh, If vou saw o pal swipe things
you wouldn't eall the cop. Quite right. But
you know by this time that it's a mistnle
to swipe things. Tt's wrong, and, bisid s,
it gets you In trouble; It gets the whole
Eang In trouble

“Now, you must all ngree that, If a Ps].
Tow won't leave off swiping things, vou ean
Eive him fulr warning to stop, and bo at
Hberty to snltch on him If he doesn't. 1t'1
be the hest thing In the world to have him
brought to the court hefore he becomen a
reular erook, because you Know we don't
wunt to soak it In to him. We only want
to help him."

This reasoning, Impresesed on the young-
sters agaln and ngein, appeals to thele
pense of justliee and shows them the way
to help thelr friend, the judge, without vio-
Iating their eode of bovish honor or sube
Jecting themselves to outlawry In the hoy
world. Thus it I8 that the graduates of the
ecourt enforee the law among their “pnla"
far more thoroughly than all the polleemen
and probation officers in Denver could do

BEN B. LINDSEY, JUDGE OF THE CHILDREN'S COURT IN DENVEHR

Four bBoye were brouglit hefore the judge
for swiplug things from back porehes
They wera not eriminals; they simply had
a craving for excitement anmd pdventure,
The judge talked to them in o oway they
cowd understand, put them on probation
and made them promise that 1f any one of
their “gang' should offend agalnst the
law they would warn him, and then, if
he persisted, “sniteh,’’

Those (our bovs did not offend aguain,
but in lees than o vear they prought to the
court no fewer than forty recaleitrant
youngstergs who refused to leave off swip-
Ing. Those boys were also dealt with by
Judge Lindsey nnmd sent nwiy sworn
friends of law and order

“1 wenerally find that one or leads to
many, If & hay hog commitled an offense
it Is a pretty sure thing that somebody
clse ig to blame as well s himself,' salid
Lthe Judge,

*Tuke the ease of that Httle fellow of 10,
wlio hind held up another boy In an alley
and robbed him of 33 I tind that he has
rend dime novels sinee he was 7, nnd s
particularly  interesiod in Jumos,
about whom he knows much more than le
does  nbouwt George  Wiashiington, His
mother has had knowledge of his course
of reading. She mus=t be broughl In for
contributing to  the delinquency of her
child. I heliove this cannot be done under
the law of any other state excopl Colorado,

“I find that the mothers of two other
boys brought before me nre In the bhabit
of drinking beer and dending them (o the
One of the boys kus abready ne-

Jonse

saloon,
quired a liking for llguor ie 1od a rald
on a bottled goods wagon and swiped o Jot
of beer for the rest of the grng, wene of
whom wis over 18,  His mather must nleo
be brought In. T have known have who
Al this very thing to wind up in tapping
tills,

“The drug storeé man on the corner, nots
withstanding the rigid enforcomont in Dens
ver of the law agalnst selltaz tobacce to
minorg, has persistently sold clgaroties to
some of the boys who appsar in my court.
He must he bhrought in

“One boy lives near the rallroad tencks
amd habltunlly wandsrez e the A El e
hiw already harely esoapsd seprions secle
dent and has committed one thoft of n
hrass appllance on a [eeignt car, which he
sold to the rag sheony' for 70 ronte S
the rogman and the wathar who permitted
the hoy to go an the rallroad fras ks, which
of itself made him a
brought In."™

The Judge has n wonderful Influcnee over
all the hoys with whom he comes In can-
tinet This was shown some time ago
when crap shooting became a midsanes In
one of the principal ztricts of Danser.
The storekeepers complained  that  the
streot boys gwore vielously and obooonely
when engngoed In this game, to the annoy-
anece of their customers,

One of the leaders of the bova heard of
these complaints, and went stralght to the
Judge about them, He had graduasied from
the juvenile eonrt,

“Say. judge. I'Il get de kide togeiher an'
you can give dem a talk,” he proposed.

delinguent, are

“IF you want ‘em to stop shootin' eraps,
1 guess dey'll do lr. Th cops won't never
judge, I's this way, If
dom cops tink dey're goln' to stop i, dey

slop I, You soe,
mustn't come behdnt us”

The judige attended a meeting got up by
his young friend at o newspaper offlce Lthat
nlght, aml the result was the form fon
of an antl-crap shooting unlon by the boys
themselves, Now they pre enforeing tho
low, and crap shooting Is ne longer 4 pub-
lie nulsance,

In the winter of 1200 Judige Lindsey
fought o hurd battle until he persunded
the Colorado legislature to pass o law that
no chlldren wunder 14 should be sent to Jull,
In (the worst cases they nre sent 1o o
specinl “detention home.” His most ardent
supporters In that Nght were the stroet
boys of his acoguaintance, who had béen
the viotims of the judl system. They col-
leoted evidenee for him ond te=tifed bafore
the governor, the leglsiature, the pollee
boiirsd und other authorities

Chiler among the boys wns one namod
Mickoy Later on he was threatened with
arrest by a polecmnn, and he went to Lhe
Judge about it

“Judge, de cop says he's goin® ter shag
me" wald hee “Didn’t 1 help you gel this
Inw through?'

“You did, Mickey: you rendercid noble
service,’

“Well, where does T come in? Didn't I
tell you some time baok it T was 1677

“You, Mlckey, soig did”

“Say, Judpe, forget it I'm t'rteen from
now ol 'yve been pinched so much when
1 hiven't done nothin® dint 1 aln't goin® ter
tuke no more If i ‘ere leglstatur'
will keep kids out o ol vnder 14, you onn
vl two yonrs,”™

Churley 2 anplher strect arab who §2 an
Intimate friond of the judge's. He told him
that “He never told de tral® ta de cop,
eeause It o weuldn't do o ting buat glt you
Inter trauble™ Put he  olwiays  tells 1
ndge the truth, cause 1 nevor boen ablo
ter kooep out o trouble untill 1 run oup
sgalnst you.'

chitnee

gor me b

Charley I8 a “sport,”” He went to the
fulgs once In deep distress, A Doenver
newspaper had printed o stary about him
which he contencd wins o grogs el Ho
‘didn’t mind that g0 much, What hurt him
was that “they's done gone an’ put it In
on de sportin' page, where all me fron‘s
from Cheyvenne o Albuquerque’ll read It
hefare night.”

Judge Lindsey sayys hils one groat inter-
¢sl In Hfe Is worklng to make fine men
out of the streol boys who are brought
befare Nim for trinl. No trouble Is too
gront for hilm

In the evening, nt the end of a busy
sesslon In the civll court, the other judges
g0 home, “Hen™ Lindsey stays behiml.  Ha
finda elght or o dogen boyva waltlng for
him. They may have beon arrested, or
they may merely have come for advice,
Anyway, he usunlly gets home lato for
dinner; and before he I8 through with the
maeial there 8 o boy to soe him,

If he knows there are any boys confined
at the police station he pays a surprise
visit to see that they are belng properly

treated. He has organiws] n foothall team,
a basehall tenm, and three bove' clubs ot
of the It me=cials bLrought befare him
in court
day he can really call his own It Is anl
given to his hovs
when he Is sltling In the civil court, s
wpent dealihg with o butch of  juvenlle
offenders brought in by his probatfon ofe
floers

There 10 psl 4 moment of the

Evin his noon revess,

“Above all things, get the trath,'” sald
the Judie, when disoussing s moethods of
handling the bLoys vNoever et o boy get

away from you with a successful Le on
his soul. You have lost the boattle It you
du

He hoas gotl hi= system down to such o
fine point thnt it 12 now quite commuon for
Btreol arabs o vome and tell i when
they have swiped things, or committed
other offenses, Here Is o typlond cuse, told
In Judge Lindsey's own words:

“Fotir boys came to my choambers late

ofie night to ‘sniteh up'—tell on theme-
selves,  They had never been in court
never been o detecied They came o me
through the Jofluvnee of o Loy who had
boeen in court and whom 1 hd befrionded,

“This boy would neves I would
ot ask him to Yol he learngd the les-
sons of the Juvenlle court He had in-
duved these boys. without my knowledge,
to come 0 me and ‘snlteh up” They told
mie they knew It would not be long befors
the caps got thatn I they went on sawiping
thlngs, and they Hoad dedided to reforsi on
Hyslem This happenvd two

sulivh,

our probation
YOS 0o Fvery one of those four boys
g o promising frellow today,

The Inds confossed  thibrteon burglores
amd thelts, ncludng o number of beyeles,
Curlosity divvcted me to the police departs
ment o s=oe Just how many ol thelr ¢ane-
Fesstons woubd tally  with the complaints
there I Tound every bioycle stolen Hsted
at headguarters, )

“The otllver In charge did not eare st
first to enter into my plan of getting at
these boys, beviiuse ft dbd not Invoelve the
recovery of any of the property I knew
1 was met with 4 rather
stern and detormined  argument that citl-
zens who b Jost thedr property in this
wity would Insist on having I returned. 1
even stood o the wiy of belng convineed
that I was about to commit o felony,

“It Al not take me long, however, to
convinee the officer—a well=meaning miin-—
that thoge four boys and thelr vedemption
wora moere Important o the gtate of Colos
rade than the recovery of a few bleyeles
and small trinkets—oeven to the unfortunale
citlzens, ™

Judge Lindsey ddoes not despalr of even
the worst boy,  Onee he was importuned
by the pollee to send two youngsters to the
reformatory. They had a bad  record,
having been Imprisoned <everal Umes bos-
fore, The judge ngured st oul - that each
Loy had cost the state about §1,000 in wctusl
cash, not allowing for thelr snare of the
cost In the upkeep of the Jalls,

“I knew the pollee department would
Inugh at me if 1 et these boys out of Jall
and they did not réturn (o report—Iif, os
the polleeman expresded it 1 'patted them
on the buek and et them go.' CHE o s,
1 never dld such o foullshh thiog in the
case of any boy,

“After spending twentyv-six  solld Lours
In personal work with those two boys on
Bundays and evenings bohind the binrs, 1
allowed them ta go. They tuvt falthfully
every vigagement they had macde wiltlh me,

O pourse, 1 hind  diflicuity in geiting
them to keep emploveent, but I also had
patienee, and todiey one of them, ofter
eighiteen months, I8 abzoluicly  redecmed,
a8 steady w workman as any average Loy,
Nelther Ling returned (o hils evil wovs I
have hope for the others. though 1 am
Nl s

thisn wasx hopeless

suUre of pucocss

standpuint the oxyperts
They hinve

F'rom the pollce
ment hog more thun suee e ded
nelither been in full cor pursoed by the
| QR Hefore, this waa conscanily Ltho
Ol R I have had the help amd sympachy
of the pollee department B thie experhment,
though they
first.**

regurded It suspiciousiyv ot

These are only two out of hundreds of
hoys who have beon recudmed from wiat
Bl falr to be o Ule of erlon: i oace
over into good citigens by “Ben” Lindsey.
He is the best friend of (he gtroet bwiys ouf
Denver and s more popilar among them
than even the local base hall chaang long
and pugilisis. His work, more thaa that
of any other jJudge 1 th: country bas
Justitied the experiment of the “enildren's
court.'*

“I'he eriminal coust methed of handiing
Juvenile offenders ixed (v cost our Cellity
an average of M2 for each cose handled in
ecourt,” sald the judge, “It now costs
uhout $10, The eriminal court convictad
nand sentenced nearly all for oriine and
sentenced 70 per cent to jnlig and veformu-
Lories The Juvenile court convidts no
child for erimoe and {85 compelled 1o send
only nhout § per cont of probationers to
the Industrial school "t sends nonae to

Jail. In my own exporienve H really Is

wiser and less expensive to save children
than punish criminals.'
WILLIAM THORP,
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