First' White Child Born in Nebraska

N HIS ADDRESS at the Lewls
and Clarke ecentonnary celebra-
tion at Fort Calhoun, on August
3, Bdward Rosownter spoke of a
person belng pregent who wnas

born near Fort Calhoun In 1827, seventys

soeven years ago. This man ls Antolne Ca=
baney, or Cabanne. Ia {8 the “frst while
child" born In Nebraska,

Antoine Cabaney was born at Cabanne's
trading post, near Fort calhoun, in 187,
This was long before the locatlon was
known as Fort Atkinson or Calhoun, Cae
banne’s trading post belng located at the
mouth of Ponea ereek, now In Douglas
eounty, near the forgotten slte of the town
of Rockport. He Is the son of John P,
Cabanne, then and for many Yyears
previous connected in a prominent capacity
with the Ameriean Fur company. Flis
molher was Mary Jane Darada of the
Omaha tribe of Indians, the second wife
of John Cabanne, When but ) years old,
Antolne was taken to 8t. Louls and placed
in the care of his foster mother, John
Cnbanne's first wifs. Mary Barada was
the daughter of Michael Barada, who died
nt Belicvue ot an early day. Antoina re-
mained at Bt Louls untll 1855, when he re-
turned to Nebraska as an engineer on ona
of the Missourl river steamboats, which
profession he followed until 150 In fact
his river career began In 1843, and em-
braced river work on both the Mlissisaippl
end Miszour] rivers, He went to Kansas
in the early 70's, then to Colorado and
California, returning to Nebraska {n 1883,
where he has since resided, his home now
being at Bancroft, Neb,

—_—

His father, John P. Cabanne established
Ciabanne's trading post in 1822-§ about ten
miles above Omaha, and remained In
charge of It until 1533, when he was sucs
ceeded by Major Pilcher. He was also In
chnrge of the trading post at Dellevue,
where he was succended In 1824 by Teter
A. Sarpy. He died In St Louls in 181,
nged 68 years, He was assoclated with
Plerre Chouteau, fr, Bernard Pratte,
Bartholomew Berthold and Jumes B,
Barpy.

———

In 1831 Narcisse Le Clere started [n thas
fur business, and the following year et
out for the Sloux territory with a cargo
to trade with the Indians. The Amerfcan
Ttur company wanted to keep him out of
tha wvaluable Bloux territory then occu-
pled by them and Cabanne, who was thelr
ogent, and authorized him to offer Lo
Clere cash If he would not go up tha
river aa far as the Sioux country, but
confina himself below, Le Clere started
up the river with 20 gallons of aleohol
on boprd by authority of the then Indlam
agent, Goenernl Willlam Clark, It appears
that befors he had embarked that con-
rress had passed a law prohiblting taking
linwor into the Indiann couniry, but Clark
clalmed that he had not recelved officlal
notice of the prohibition. A representative
of thsa American Fur company Ly the
name of Choutean protested, but Clark re-
fused to act, Instead, he gave Chouteau
authority to taks 1400 gallona of Ilquor
into the Indlan country, but hefores he
had passed Fort Leavenworth the delayed
order was recelved by Clark and the
Hguor was coniiscated. Ie Clere In the
meantime had gene beyond recall with
his cargo, and was not molested. When
he neared Cabanne's post near Bellovus,
thres of Cabanne’s men deserted and went
to La Clere, Cabanne took a forve of men
and rocaptured them. From them ha
learned of the llguor on Le Clerc's boat,
While not in any sense a goveriumecut of-
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ficor and having no right to molest the
liguor or Its owper, It gave him a preiext
which he selzed upon, He sent his clerk,
Peter A, Sarpy, with an armed party and
& cannon to Intercept the Independent
trader. They took a positlon above the
post and when Le Clere came along In hia
boat, omiered him to surrender, which he
did. The liquor was conflscated, Le Clerc
hastened back to St Louls where he began
suit against the American Fur company
and eriminal procecdings ngainst Cabanne,
The case was finally setiled hy the pay-
ment of $9,200. But Cabanne had td jrave
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the Indian countiry for a long Ume to
escupe punlsliment.
—_—

Antolne Cabanne reluted many Interesting
stories of the early dnys on the river to &
group of Interested listencrs at the Fort
Calhoun celebration,

“You have doubtiess heard,” he paid,
“that In the old buffalo days that it wos
not an unusual thing for a herd of buf-
foloes Lo delay o traln of cars, but I doubt
if any of you huve ever Tieard of buffalo
stopping a steamboat. It Is s fact and on
more than one occasion have we had to

anchor In midstream to let a herd of §
don't know how many tnousands swim
across the river ahesad of the boat, There
s ono particular Instance that I recall
mhers we had to anchor In midstream up
,ihe river hers, but a few miles from Lhis
£ to let a herd of 15,000 or W00 ged
‘rt::ll from the Towa side. The captain of
boat was nanmed Terry, It didn't take
::ch of a man to be a steamboat captaln
i those days, and this fellow woas a good
sample of the know-it-all, He ordered the
puwl lowered and a crew of dorlkiea was
gut Into 1t for the purpose of capluring &
ot of the calves. They were about three
duonths old and could be easlly caught with
R sort of & swing or net being passed In
atider them, and then they were brought
dirwn to the boat and hoisted on bourd
w'ih a temporary derrick. We caught
atout 150 of them this way, Well, Captaln
Terry concluded that he wanted (o caps
ture a blg bull, maying that It would beo &
fortune to him down at 8t Louls. Bome
of us old-timers cautloned him to leave
tha bull alone, and confne himeelf to the
calves. But ho was bound to have his own
way, and the darkles got the nel uvnder a
powerful old bull and pulled him down to
thoe boat to hoist him on board. The old
follow wna bellowing and struggling like
mnd, and while we had him holsted with
the derrick and swinglng In the alr, 1 sug-
gested to the captain thnt he had Dbettep
tio the bull's legs tight and strong or there
would ba lota of trouble. But ha wouldn't
take any adviee, s0 he ordered ths bull
lowered. Wa  fellows that were posted
hiked back to safe guarters at the other
end of the boat, They hnd a strong rope
tigd around tha bull's horns, and this was
fastonod to the yawl

Wall, no sooner had that old bull'a feet
touched the deck than he charged the
darkles, drogging the not with him, as well
as two or three fellows who thought they
wera holdlng him, IHe cleared the deck,
drogring the derrick with him and made
for the Nebraska shore, dragfing the yvawl,
and derrick with him, and drowning two
dnrkios, o was so sirong that he pulled
the boat loose froem s anchorage and
droggod 1t up to a Band bar and thern we
Ftuck., The old bull managed to get him-
Eelf loose, #ll but the rope around his
horns, and with that he &mgeed the yawl
fo Innd, tearing It to pleces In dragging It
up the bank. Well, he got away all right,
but we had to stay there for nearly two
weoks working to get the boat off the bar,
and repair the damage done by the falling
darrick,

“This happened along In 1860 or 1851, In
June. We held on to the enlves, and took
them down to Leavenworth, whers they
wora turned over to the manngers of the
atenmboat eompany. We had been delayed
two weeks by the buffalo serape, and o de-
lay of that length meant o heap of money
to the steamboat company. We had to re-
port the cause, and the result was that
Captaln Terry lost his job. I will glve him
eredit for admiting that It was all his
fault, and he told the company that we
had advised him to let the buffalo bull
alone,

“We had considerabls fun with those
enlves golng down the river. They soon
became about half tame, and wers very
playful. Dut, Caesar, how the lttle fele
lows would kick, 'Wea had them In a strong
pen on the deck, and If & fellow should
happen to pass near them he was likely to
get a kick that he would remember, Thae
little cusses kicked as quick as lghtning,
and seemed to be always watching for am
opportunity to hit some umuspueuns hl-
low a swipe.”

“The Pumpkin Show” of Fifty Years Ago

Y ENOWLEDGE of falrs In geén-
oral {8 not very extensive. Nover
being wery strong, I generally
found It difficult to endure the

- fatigus of attending ‘“pumpkin
shows," a8 county fulrs were some-
times called, but I finally saw about
all—from plgs to preserves—that was
en exhiblton, and notwithstanding thas
fact that frall nature often suffered from
overtaxation, I fully enjoyed seclng what
nuture and man, o full accord, could ac-
complish.

Along in the 'B0's husband and T at-
tended a ecounty falr at LaPorte, Ind
I do not remomber much about the horse
racing, but presume that it was “up to
dute,' as there were racers and racings
almost everywhere in thoge days,

Of horses, mules, jacks and jennets thors
wis a goodly numbeér. Farm horses of
every shade of color, and well matched;
well matched and well tratned roadsters,
runners, trotters, pacers and “plugs:"
great “blocky”™ mules that looked anm (f
they might be able to pull the corner out
of the court house; and weoll matched, trim
bullt mules hitched to carriuges, heady
and feet all rendy to run away or to kick
the first thing that came near—mules weres
Just recently bacoming fashlonuble—and
then there wera the Spanish, eormmon and
evar so many breeds of jJacka, with thelr
everianting braying; and the sleepy looking
lttla jennet that looked as If she had

neither friends or home and was patiently

walting for the dinner bell to call her Into
the great verdant pastures of the glorious
“beyond.”

I don’t remembor afl about the ecattla,
but I think that the display of boih the
ecommon and the improved breeds woas very
ereditable. There were many pens of fine
sheep, Lelcesters, Southdowns, Merinos,
ete. Most every farmer kept & few sheep
to help clesr his pluce of noxlous weeds
and halp keep up the fortility of the soll,
a8 much for the wool that the farm wife
noeded to work up Into comfortable clothe
ing for her family.

The swino were thought to be fine! In
fact, they were, but nothing to comnare
with those of the present day, There were
the “big-boned China' hogs that were
voery greasy to look wupon, the Choster
whites and the great, big Russion white
hogs thnt were about two yeara travellng
from thelr mother's milk to the pork bar-
reli and then the lUttle China hogs that
went wheezing around tke they hoed the
asthima, were qulle pretlty to look upon
and sald to be profitable on aceount of the
littla food that It teolk to keep them, bo-
gides, they were nlways ready for the
slnughter house at any tlmo or age. There
wére othor breeds of swine, with and with-
out thelr **fine points,” but Just now I
cannot recall thelr pames,

Thera were gyuite n number of pons, or
rather coops, of poullry, auch as wild and
tame geose, ducks, guinea hens, pea fowls,
turkeys, baroyard fewls aud pigeonsn But

a8 fowls wers consldered—by most men—de-
struntive thlngs, belonging to the women
and children, and of little salue other
than to be a factor In man's much-prized
breakfast food—ham and CEEN-—Or an occas
slonnd fried chicken or chicken ple, there
wiere not 80 very many of the Improved
breeda, although 1 noticed some fine
gumes, Brahmas apd Shonghals

The displny of gralnas and grasses wns
fine. Wheat, rye, oats, bariey, millet, tim-
othy and red clover, In the sheaves and
in the half bushel, The fleld corn, sweet
corn, Equnw corn, cow corn, with Ita every
kernel on the cob wraped In a tny husk,
and popoorn, all in the ear, mads & speckled
display that was Interesiing to look upon.

The dQlaplay of vegetables was elabornte
and very Intoresting, Cabbages, Drussols
mprouts nnd enuliflower of Immense size,
turn!ps. rutabagoa, potntoes, ete, scemed
to have outgrown thelr usual proportions,
And of pumpking and pgquasties there
seemed tp be no end of varietiess One
pumplin, sald to be scven yeara old, was
quite a ourlesity; I looked very much like
n medluni-sized common Yankee pumpkin,
but It was called a "seven-year pumpkin*
One of our nélghbors had s wimilar one,
which ho suid bhad been on hiz mantle
ahelf over the fAreplace for thres and a
half yeara when I saw It. It had been
slightly frogen on one mide and that was
turned toward the ochimney, 1 think that
he told me t(hat the ssed bhad been sent

him by a friend from his old nome In Ohlow
Those Ltwo were the only ‘“‘seven-year
pumpkina'” that I ever saw, or even heard
of. And then there were Boutlh Carolina
squashes that were marked *240 pounds
welght"—great, big, coarse, russety-looking
thiugs; and Mexicean bean pods, with &
boin every two or three inches, stringless
and o yard long—possibly o fair snop bonng
but no account for succotush.

And what shall T say of the flowers? Call
them old-fashioned things and lot them go
at that? Not a bit of It, for there were ns
fine flowers then as now, only perhaps (here
were not go great varlety of very fine onecs
as ot the present time, and many might
now bo called old-fashloned, yof, neverthe-
lets, many of therm were Mgnuly prizsed for
thelr boauly, or fragrance, or buth. True,
there wiere some coatse, weedy-looking
things, such as Youth-and-old-age, Old
Maid's nipples, globes, snnilg and a few
cthers, the names of which 1 have forgot-
ten. And mhall we not place the potted
pepper plants as a connecting link bolween
tho vegetablea and the house plants? For
surely, from the great big bull noses and
gwaet mangoes all the way dewn thoe line
of reda und yellowsa to the Htile cherry and
cayonne, they were pretty and shapely
enough to ocoupy a prominent place in &
window garden, Many of (he houss plants
ware vory flue and some that I did mnof
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