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Pen and Picture Pointers
URING the weekk Omaha was vie-
fled by one of the mast distin-
guished soldiers on the roll of the
. United Blates army, Lieutenant
She? (jomeral Adnee T Ohaffor, new
chlef-of<wtafl of tho nrmy,. General Chaffos
iz Lthe second man to wear the inslgnla of
hils high office whe has come up through
all grades from that of enlisted man, and
who has sarved with credit to himself and
the army In every capacity, Ta Ife story
has been told befors In The Bee and will
not now be repeated. Bomething might well
be xald, however, concerning hls present
poultion, When it was determined to re-
orgenize the army, after the experionce of
the war with Spaln, thoxa in nuthority did
not stop hall way. All American tradition
was sbundoned and A fresh sturt made.

Bome desultory -J had been done along
tho lines on which a genernl stuff ls sup-
posed to operate, but It had been In & per-
functory and to a large oxtent experimen-
tal manner, Now that the =tuff ha= been
made a feature of the army o ganization,
it hae aatered upon the ncilive work of pre-
puring plans and devising equipment, to
the end that, should the United Siates
again he required to take the fleld, 1t will
not find ltee!f In the humilittiog posttion
that confronted the peopln on the break ng
out of the Spanlsh war, when (he volunteer
forces had to be ment out with obwlete
equipment, and the lttle handful of regu-
larn wns almost as badly off, while the
foct that the old-fashloned powder was
utted made even our friends among the na-
tions wmile, and Ité use nlded the enemy
to direct his deadly fire ngainst our men.
This matter of guns mad powder was only
an item In the general unprepiaredness the
country was in st the close of thirty years
of profound peace.

It s not the spirit of militariem that has
led to the reforms In the army, but the
exorcise of ordinary prudence. No one
doutits the mettle of the American soldier;
his like 18 mot found clsewhere in the
world, but the American soldier |s not to
ba ment sgain into the field, handicapped
Ly foolish adherence to trudition. Since
the close of the war with Spain the world
bag been given two startling examples of
the ndvaniage belng ready gives Lo a fght-
fng foree in the fleid. 'The BHoors wero
rondy when they began the war with Great
Rritain, and the Japanese were ready when
the prosent hostilities with Rusela wers
opened, Omes at jeast before this lesson
wna oxemplified, In the cuse of (he war
between France and CGermany. YVon
Moltke's colebrated remark, “Drawer 27"
hus become a classle among militnry men.
it may mot be that the 'nited Siates or-
gunizgation will ever reach the perfection
that hasm been ashown by the Japancsa,
where military service Is compulsory, but
It is cortaln that the next tme the army
takes the feld 1t will be under far more
grotifying conditions than oxisted on the
ocoasion of the last nesembly of the foroes
that fight under Old Glory.

In the very,nature of things the work
of tho geuneral staff Is scoral, Some out-
ward exhibitien of 1ts netivity 1= shown in
the changes made now and then in equip-
ment or distribution of forcor, bat the
groat mass of fte Investiguilons, delibera-
tions nnd labora must meccesarily remain
in the archives of the mrmy it Washing-
ton until such time as they will be neaded.
It inm not viclating any conlidine: ln ey
ing that the work ls belng dons in thor-
ouhly systematia manner, by sclentific sol-
diers who have wel! Jomrnel lheir trade
of Nghting, Oeners] Chaffee Las at preent
tho direction of this work and Lirings to It
& meind equipped by long experience in thy
army for the exigencles that arise and the
protilems that must be solved, He ix sur-
rounded by men who know thelr shure of
the work thoroughly, mnd while the gon-
eral stalf Lin't Aling many nawspaper eol-
umns with reports of Its achlevements nor
using wany magaaine pages In a disomsion
of theorfes pe to the varfous problems thet
ariso In connection with an army in the
Beld, It e quietly fulfilling Its mission.

More Than a Foot

The sultan wan very angry.

*They can't make moe sheil out by polnt=
fng & gun at me" he hoursaly snnounced

“Won't you most the parties? the visler
mildly inquired.

*MNo,” thundered the commander of the
falthful, *“I tell sou they can't make me
stir & foot by peintiag a gun at me™

“Hut, your leolablo highnom.™ persisted
the wvigler, “this ls a 1hInch gun!"

The sultan reached for his turban,

*rhat's difforent,” be said -Cleveland
Flaln Danler,

THE

1R Induastrial conditlon which gov-

erna throughout more than 0.«
000 ncres of western publis
groging lands hna been describal
many times recently In articles
discunsing the gquestion of the proper dis.
posal of these lands. In general, the situa-
tion s everywhers the same—temporary
occupntion without ownermship or lezal
pousasessory rights, by stock men, of thpt
putdie domnin whose purpose |8 Lo pro-
vide room and opportunity ns long and ns
fully ns possible [or the nallon's rapldly
expunding population,

Mindful of such nn Important utility for
our publle lands, any dnmage o this nn-
tlonnl asset must be considered; virtually,
as i saerifice of npetionnl territory, in-
asmuch as Its fmpalrment means the loms
of o much foothold and working room for
prospective settlers, Yel exactly this has
been the resuit of the misfit application of
exieting land laws to western conditions,
These Inws, virtually tnoperative in o graz-
ing country, have negersarily bren wup-
plemented by the unwritten law of the
mnge, framed and enforced by those strong
enough to tako and bold possession for n
brief term of years,

Tho result of such eccupation Is, usually,
that excessive numbers of anlmnals ure put
upon this free pasture, the profils are
run up as quickly as possible while yet
the range remsains froe, and then, when the
grass |s gone, when the plains and hill.
wiles ure converted into gullied barrens,
and oftentimes, when tha profita of the
first yours nre canceled by the losses of
luter ones, the nation's rulned estate s
abundoned {o the tender mercies of the
naxt and more rothless occupant whe may
#til fnd something convertible thereon,

Tho effect of this unregulated and do-
structive tenure varies greatly with those
conditions of soll, topography, rainfull, heat
and frost which affect the endurance of n
gruxing country. More favored districts
in more northerly, humid or elevated situa-
tiona atlll retain an Important fraction
of their primeval value, but In portions of
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* the sonthwest, where the soils are sandy

and caslly washed, where the ralntall is
Mght and ofton untimely, where the hot,
dry climate causes enormous evaporation,
and where, consequently, the effects of un-
reguiated grazing are most destructive,
ma i1y great arens of formerly grassy coun-
try may be safely siated to be capablo of
supporting not one-tenth of the stock that
oncoe ranged there,

It may be assumed, probably without ex-
aggerating tho loss, that the public grazing
rauges of the west now average not more
than half of thelr original value—lands,
too, which can never be Irrigated and for
which there in no possible use but as gras-
ing ‘territory. ‘Differently stated, this
means that the United Btates, for want of
proper laws to govern Its public domaln,
has suffered a loss equal In effective value
to, say, 230,000,000 acres of grazing lands—
an ares greater than the siate of Texns
or equal to & strip of territory 20 miles
wide extending from the Rio Grande to
the Canadian boundary. It Is evident
that only the wreckage of westorn grasing
valnes remains to ba legisinted for and
that the problams of the now deplated
range are largely those of reconstruction
for a faillng couniry, occcupled by more or
less confllcting Interests—by cattle, sheep
and goats, by large companles and by
small individuais.

There are few remaining to defand the old
order of “free grass for all;” for this re-
gime, satisfactory enough when thers was
grass for all, has, with the fatlure of the
ranges, demonstrated (ta own rulnousness.

Tho problem confronting range Interests
ak this time ja to devise land lsws which
shail enable a maximum populatlion Lo sup-
port itself In a pastoral countiy: and to
make these lawa ao flexible as to app'y to
nll grades, both best and poorest, of grus-
ing lands, harmonize all kinds of n ock In-
terests thereon and provide for the often
unexpected development, through irtlgn-
tlon, of sgricultural Jands within formerly
purely grasing districta

The existing conditions are those of n
country redovesd by overgruzing and bad
managomont to & fraction of lta porsible
value and requiring to be fenced, rerecded,
repaired and protected (n crder 0 cven
partly restore that value.

Practically the emly proposals thus far
made o remedy extating conditlions are to
tease the public lands In blocks at stated
Tents, Or (o fssue permits to individuals
to run stated nambers of animals apon
epecified portions of the pnblic range.

The unsatisfretary aature of theae pro-
poraly 1z altested. In part, by their re-
poated rejection by one or another factlon
of those cancerned, and for reasons quite
evident when the merits of the measures
are considered. Lease or fonce luws per-
mitting the ecomtrol of large bodies of
land on the basis of competitive hids are
umnnlly favored by the wealthier nnd better
satalilished ptock ralsers who wou!d be at
an advantage uvnder such lawsx, and nrs
earnestly opposed by the small men who
woilld be exterminated through their op-
sration. Jlorizontal leaxe laws have lieen
proposed providing for the lrasing of all
gra: ‘og lands at the same rate per acre

ILLUSTRATED BEE.

- Stockman’s Homestead and Grazing Range

of rontal. When {t s considered that
different graving districis may ess=lly re-
quire all the way from three Lo sixty acres
to support a single cow the unjust dis-
crimination agalnst the more desort ranges
of & horlzontal rmate por acre lease law 18
too cvident 1o require discussion,

The leasing 10e®, mnevertheless, has a
good foundation in the fact that It recog-
nizes that In order to place the grazing

fnduetries on & stable baels stockmen, like
furmers, munt have conirol of the land
upon which they operate; but methods
have not yel been propoged for an open
and equliable division of grazing lands
amaoug applicants therefor,

The pormit system almo, In one form or
annther, has many advociates — possibly
largely for the reason that this method
has bLean put Into practice on forest and
Indian rescrves and ils resulls are known
to thoss who would expeet to take advant-
nge of it The permit system, however, I8
praciically no better than free range with
a tax ndded to the stockman's expenses and
a more or less unsuccessful attempt on tha
part of the government to regulite the
npumber of animals in a specified district
AS under (ho free regime the stockman ls
not protected by assurance of permanent
or long continuved tenure of range, he
consequently Jdesires to get the whole value
out of lils concessivn while It lasts and
aften yields to the temptation to plice
more anlmals upon his territory than his
permit ealls for, The destructive effectn of
the permit systemn as they are to be seen
on certaln Arizons reservations are not re-
assuring as to the good results of thia
mothod in practice.

It Is doulitful, In brief, that n eati=faec-
tory method of dizpoaal for western grag-
ing ranges and thelr use as such has Leen
deviged and we naturally turn at this t!me
to Australia for suggestions, This country,
which Is, and alwnys has been, more a
pasioral than an agricultural reglon, for
the lagt sevenly-five years has been mak-
Ing and remodeling its laws relating to (he
disposal of crown lands to settlierm. The
fruits of this long experience are of unusual
elgnificance to us at the present time. As
thay now siand the land laws af varlous
of the Australlan states present the fol-
lowing sensible features: First, grazing
lands are divided accordipg to thelr ca-
pacity to carry stock Into as many as four
clasgen und settlers aro permitied to occupy
smaller or greater allotments of territory
according to Its quality. Second, these
lands are occupled under long tenure leases,
with renewal privileges, which gitve praoc-
tically permanent control to the stockmen.
In addifon to tho motive thus created to
Improve their leaseholds they are sl-o
usually required by law to fence and other-
wise Improve thelr holdings. Third, the
classification of lannda and thelr alloiment
to settiers ia done by boards of commisslon-
ers acting for the government with a view
to correct judgment and equitable division
of the public lands,

These are the leading features of thosa
laws which have resulted from the betler
purt of a eentury of Anglo-Baxon experi-
ence In o pastoral country,

The operation of these laws with ref-
ence to the development of pastorn] indus-
try ls stated to be highly satlsfactory,
Vast areas of sami-desert lands, divided
Into comparativaly small holdings, are le-
gally occupied for Jong terms by stockmen
who, prompted both by law aud thelr own
best  Interests, Improve thelr holdings.
Thus It Is that in Australin an Immenses
pustoral country hus been fenced, nub-
stantial improvements are [nstalled, pro-
vizion Is made agalnst ine In dry years,
anlmal pests are exterminated, polsonous
plants are eradicated and an era of Im-
provement has apparently beon Joaugu-
rutod directly due (o a recognition of the
‘fact that the Anglo-Baxon must have pro-
prictary interest In lund If he s expocted
to improve Ita condition.

In urhappy contrast to the upbuilding of
pastoral Australia Is the reverse procesy
sverywhere evident In our own western
tntes.  The spoliation which has resulted,
mevitably, Tfrom the lack of lawa having
far thelr oljeet a saving sdminlstration of
the range country, bas resulted In a grad-
usnl but sure decline of it carrying oa-
paclty. 1In some districts, espechully where
under stress of overgrasing the sall |s
sasily eroded by rainfall, this damage can
never be repalred; In others, resitriction of
grazing, resceding and othor remedial
measures may offect a large meamure of
sestoration,

Ar to whit these remedial mensures
ahould be In the [Inited Swates, there In, of
course, great difference of oplnfon, Influ-
enced In part by the iInteresis of (hose
conxerned and in part by Ignorance of the
proclem liselt,

Succeanful prasing range laws must of
necessity rest upon two kinds of knowl-
edge—knowledge of the minge itacif—the
foriges that it bears, their habits of
growth and reproduction, thelr food valus
for anlkmals, the eclassification of grasing
country Into dtfferent grades, and the ear-
rying capacity and endummnee of these

difforent kinds of range. This s & subjoct
the study of which within tha past few
yours has been vigorously entered upon hy
varivus economie botanists, espociully by
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corialn of tha stats expertment stations
and by the United Btates Dopaurtment of
Agriceulture.

The second sort of knowledge required
is that derfved from leglslative experience
in dealing with purely grizing lands else-
whore. The results of such expericnos ore
to be found In Australin probably more
than In any other modern country.

Australian experfence, considered to-
gether with the traditlons of our own land
laws, points to the practicabllity fn the
United States of the stockman’s home-
stead or long term leasehold In pastoral
disiricts, The homestead idea, long-tried
and well approved In this country, s,
briefly, that a settler shall be grunted
enough territory to afford him a lving-—
enough ond no mora.

As applied to the Missiasippl valley, a
homestend meant 100 acres of land, this
area being found in the avernge Instance
sufficient for n farming family, But when
the tide of Immigration pushed west of
tha 100th meridian into the semi-nrid re-
gions, It was found either that 190 acres
with water wns worth a great deal more,
or that 1® acrey without water was worth
vastly less than that same area back In
the Missigsippl valley,

The far greater valua of irrigated lands
has beon recognized and provided for under
the terms of the Newiands nct, and, ac-
cording to the productive capacity of the
lands developed by the recinmation ser-
vios, the settler will bo granted a greater
or less portfon wdequnte for his suppoert.

Continving the application of the idea,
why ehould we not apportion grazing
ranges on precisely the same principles,
granting a sufficlent noreage for o sufli-
elont time to afford the small stockman
tha moeessary territory to support the
herd whoss Increase shall give him s lving
incoms, and protecting him in his tenuro
for n suMdient length of Ume to ecreato
an Incentive for the malntenanes and lm-
provemant of his range.

In Australin from 1,280 to 40,000 acres of
grazing lands, nccording to guality, are
thus leased, at rates proportionate to value,
for terma of from fourtean to forty-two
years. Many benelils are experienced under
these provisions, Sheep and csttle wars
are renderad impossible since sach Interest
is coafined to lia own territory. Coopara-
tive arrangements aro entered Into exten-

. ivaly where cooparation parmits of more

sconomical management of large adjoining
leaseholds, Graxing leaseholds are oper-
gted In connection with eultivited farms;
and humane methods of bandling stock
are rendered possible

The operation ot (he grasing leasehold
plan lmpllas the crestion of a suiftable
means for classifying grasing lands accord-
ing to thelr productive capacity, and desig-
nating the various nreas In different dis-
tricts which will support, without destrue-
tion of the range, the income producing
herd of the small stockman,

Proper provisions for residence upon and
improvement of holdings should be mada,
insuring good falth of occupants and varys
Ing with conditions in diffcrent districts.

Co-operation should be recognized and
provided for in digstricls where the spursc=
ness of the range, the scarcity of water and
the comparative costliness of fencing
makes it advisable for nelghbora to nct
Jointly,

Proviglon ghould be made for the renewal
of & long-tenure leare by the original
holder provided the land remaing purely
grazing country: Mt In case of poasible
artesian or Irrigation deyelopment provision
should also be made for throwing the lease-
hold opan to more intensive culture.

On these and other concurrent lines, as
feems to have beon demonstrated by tha
Anglo-Baxon shoep and enttlemen cf Ause
tralin, it should bo posaible to fulfil the
purpoae of our public domaln and plece
upon it & moximoam number-of Amorian
cltisens weoure In thelr rights to suMeknt
territory to secure o llving for thema:cigra
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Trading Off Love Tokens

A soviely man whose perfect dancing s
the envy of all the men he knows and the
ndmiration of all the women, stopped on
Charles street the other day to greet an
moqualplance,

*T'm amusing myself this morning sell-
ing old jewelry,” mald the society wman,

“Old Jewelry! Whose?" queried hls ac-
quaintrnce,

“Why, the returned love tokens of a Jot
of gitls I know. Things they have given
men whom they adered for o brief sene
san and with whom they exchanged gifts
of Jewelry, which, Hke the cat, ‘came bhagk'
when a coolnens ensued.

“But the funniest part & thelr reasons
for parting with these souvenirs of affec-
tiuns—they want the money to buy memens
toes for other men who have supplanted
the first In their changing affections, Henca
my misglon to the pawn shopn and Aealers
In oid gold." He drifted away to scck a
slgn of three Yalls, humming the walts
that was played at the Splelgartenfest and
Jangling In hinm pockets the lova tokens,
some of which were worn ss pledges of
never-dying affection on that occaslon—
Baltimore Sumn.




