Governor Carter Talks Hawaii

(Copyrighted, 1004, by Frank G. Carpenter.)
ABHINGTON, Aug. +—(8pecial)
Correspondence of The Bee)—
“Uncle Bam can well afford to do
something for the Bandwich fale

lundn."

These were (he worda of Mr. Oeorge
Robert Curter, the young governor of Ha~
woll, who Is now in thia country, wheare he
enme to attend the national republican cone
vanton and the 81, Louls exposition,

‘“Yes," continued the governor, "1 say
Lthat Uncle Bam cannot afford not to do
more for us than he v now dolng,. We are
one of the best pleces of dividend-paying
property thal the old gentlemuan has. We
are paylng more Into the nationul treasury
ia proportion (o our numbers than any
ether gart of the United Statesn. We are
netting the government almost 8 per head
every year, and thérs are no defivits, Our
governmoent taxes now amount to $E per
enpita, und the government spends apon us
only B.6, po that there In & guin to the
patloonl treasury of MM for every man,
woman and child in the Hawallan islands
overy year. Here In the Unijted States
proper the annual cost of government e
$1.M per caplta, a wonderful showing In
favor of Hawall,™

“But what the the Bandwich islands erye
Ing aboul, Mr, Carter? Do they not get a1
they need In the way of government
funds 1

"No,” replied the young governor. *““We
noed new harbors and other publle im-
provements. The United Biates is now
spending something ke $66,000,000 on ite
harbors, and it 18 alleged that millions of
that money go Into dry rivers and crecks
in the back counties, Flowever that may
be, none of It comea to Hawall, one of the
places where It In most needed. We ought
to have better mhipping facilities at Hono-
lalu. We have overtaxed ourselves to sup-
ply them, and from now on ths money
should come from the national government.
We have deepened the harbor from year to
yoar, endeavoring to keep up with the great
#leamers which wish to enter it. 1t now
noeds additional dredging to a depth of
about thirty-five feet, for the great ahips
whicli have bean recently bullt for thes
transpacific trade draw thirty-two feet of
water. They would come to our islanda,
but they have to anchor outside. We need
also o breankwater nt ths port of Hilo,
the Island of Hawall, and there are other
places that should be Improved.*

“I doubt If the people here appreciats
the commercial importance of the Hawallan
Mslands' continued Governor Carter. *“Wo
already stand sleventh ambng our ports as
to the tonnage of our American shipping,
and we are increasing every year. We are
at the oross roads of the Pacific: at the
great stution between Australla and New
Zealand and this continent and botween
the United States and Anmin. When the
Panama canal is completed our lslands will
be more Important than ever, nnd we must
have good harbors to soccommodute the
trade.””

“Just how far are you from Panama,
Governor Carter?' 1 asked.

“We are 460 miles from the western
end of the blg canal and u little more than
half way on the route between that canal
and Yokohama, Japan. We are 53800 miles
from Auckiand, New Zealnnd, 6000 miles
from Hong Kong and a Uttle more than
8,000 milos from Ban Francisco. We are
the key to the Pacific ocean and ships
from all parts of it now call at our
ports,

““T'he steamars of tha Pacifie are steadily
growing in number and mise. Tha now
boats of Jim Hill'a lne are among the
largest of the world, and ths Kerea and
Biberia of the Pueolfic Mall company,
which now call at Honolulu on their way
from Han Francisco, have each 15,000 tonm
and are os fine am any passenger steamerdy
on the Atlantie. This company will soon
add two olher steamers equally large. The
Koroa and Biberia have a speed of twenty.
twe knots and tha Korea has gone from
Honolulu to Ban Francisco in less than
five days. Theaw ships bring the Bandwioh
islanda almosl na close to the United Staies
In point of time as Porto Rico.™

“What ia the condition of the islanda toe

lust yeur or no,” was the reply. "Our chilef
Industry s sugar. Wa have about §100,000,«
00 worlh of plantations and last year our
product amounted to more than 0.
valued ot 335,000,000, Bugar has

low, so low, Indeed, that upon
tations eapitalizod at $59,000,000 the ave
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of rallroad tracks. Steam plows are umed
and the brrigation works are of vast ex-
tent. Connected with some such estab-
lishments are pumps which Ut millions
of gnlions of water a day, often carryiug
it over the hills from one valley (¢ an-
other. Reservolrs are bullt (o hold the
witer, and on one plantation there are
more than forty miles of flumes. The
soll of the sugar lands I8 anslyzed from
year to year, and just the right ferdiizer
Is added to make thoem produce o Lheir
fullest capacity, The labor on the plan-
tations I8 orgasized under oversmeers und
foremen, and the cost of everything ls ns
carefully estimated us In one of your great
American faotories.'

“"How do you get along with your labor?"
1 asked,

“We are dolng very well,"” sald the gov-
arnor, "Hut we should be far belter satls-
fed If the people here would not Insist
upon the same labor luws for us as for
the United Btates. The conditions are dif-
ferent, and what In good fur one place is
not guod for another. Thia will be found
tv be the, cass sooner or later ps to the
most of our pullying colonles. White men
cannot do the svery-day labor of Lhe
troplos, and our ponditions are suech that
Iabor of gertain classes s best performed
by Chinese. We should lke to have &
Umited number of Chiness, We wunt
enough to dovelop the Islands (o thelr
fullust capacity, und noe more, The num-
ber should be limited, and when the sup-
ply falls off through death or Immigra-
ton we should have the right te import

others to take thelr placesa As it Is now
we ocan Ilmport Japaness, but not Chinese,
and we have pow about 60,00 Japanese
In the islands. They do not make as good
laborers of” the Chinese. They are not so
reliuble, nor do they make ns good cltle
wons. "

Do you have labor unions among your
celestinls T

“Not In the sense that the word s used
in the United States,'” sald Governor Car-
ter, "The Jupanese always go togelher.
They may be axld to have oné great unlon
of thelr own. The Chinese have their or-
Eanizatlons, bul these are more llke soclal
clubs than our trades unlons, There are
now and then strikes among the peopls
of both races, but we have, on the whole,
fewer labor troubles then youw."

“la thero any chance for the poor white
man In Hawall?

“Not much for the common Ilaborer,”
replied Governor Carter, “The Japanese
and Chinese will work more cheaply than
he and almost equally well. Indeed, the
white man can't work as well In the
troples M edther the Chinman or Jupa-
nepo, We use white men for our super-
intandents and clerks. We do not want
them to do the hard work."

“What are the chances for young Amori-
eans in the Hawallan lslands, governor?’

“There are opportunities for young Amer-
feans everywhere,” was the reply, *“and
there will always be pluces for the right
men In our nlanda. Nevertheless, it must
be remembered that the country there is
about as well (aken up as In any part of

HARBOR AT HONOLULU,

the United States. The lsianfs have beel
aottisd for many years and the opportunds
ten of & new and rapidly developing coums
try are lacking. We prefer to have & fow
high-priced good men rather than many
poor men to do our work, and the wages
are, I think, higher than in the United
Btates, Overseers and foremen are now
repolving 510 and upward per month. Bugage
bollers and engineers 3§10 and upward,
while the plantation carpenters nnd blacks
emiths are pald from §50 to §100. All the
high-priced men on the sugar plantations
have their houses and fArewood furnished,
Thore s good demand for mechanlos I
Honolulu, but even there the Japanese and
Chinese compete. An to elerks and books
keepers they are easlly gotten, and the
wagea are not much higher than in the
Unlted Bintea™

“How about men with money? Are there
many opportunities for good Inveatments ™

“Ye#, but the conditions are not far dife
ferent from those. of other parts of the
Unlted Statea. It tzkea large capital to
oparate a sugar plantstion and the best of
the sugnr lands are taken up and In cult
wvation. There are msome opportunities in
coffes growing and In ralsing pineapples
and other frults for ghipment to the United
States, The avallable landa are compara-
tively few, The Islands all told have am
area about one-fourth as large as the atate
of West Virginia and a very large propor-
tion Is mountalnous and uncultivable. Buch
of the soll as can be used Is, In many
places, exevedingly rich; but, as I have
gald, the best lands are already owned and
buve been 50 for many years.”

“Ara there not some government lands™

“Yea, therée are nltogether about L000,000
feres, bul mueh of It Is sterfle or Inacces=
gible or covered with lava. There are per=
haps 600000 acres that have soms value,
and half of that amount Is good land. The
government = anxious that Its lands should
be taken up by small planters, but, at 100
ferea to the man, they could accommodate
comparatively fow people.™

"What are you doing with yoar leper
ealony governor ™

“We have our lepers on the sland of Mo-
lokal, situated north of Lanal lsland, on
the other side of the Paliolo channal. Mo-
lokal js & narrow strip of land about seven
mileg wide and thirty-nine miles long. It
is of voleanie origin, the eastern part of it
rising more than half a mile above the sea,
The leper settlement I8 on & low peninsula,
on the south alde of the island. It haas
some fertile lands connected with I, Includ-
ing a few thousand acres upon which sugar
might be grown. The lepers are supported
and cared for by the people of the islands,
We think that they should be in charge of
the United Blates government and directly
under the marine hospital servics. Our
leper colony should be made an experi-
mental station for the study of leprosy and
flts cure. There s a government laper
colony on an Island off the coast of Porto
Rlco, and other lepers are supported by the
government in the Philippine islands. The
disense in 0 terrible one and congress could
not do better than make an appropriation
for & leper hospital on Melokal, and for a
Iaboratory here at Washington where the
dissase might bo studied. It Is. you know,
n bacterial disease and & cure might pos-
sihly be discovered. It would not nesd a
large appropriation. 1 should think 325,000
i yaar might be sufficient 1o carry on the
Investigations; they might reault In vast
good not only toe Hawall, but to the whole
world. Youn have lepers In almost every
oity of the United Hintez and there 1§ &
leper colony not far from New Orleans. We
do not absolutely know that leprosy Is
bereditary., Indeed, the doctors now say
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