Annual Powwow of Omaha Indians

SOME OF

HE annual pow wow of the

Omahn Indlans, which has just
bean conciuded on (heir reserva-
tion north of Omaha In Thurs-
ton county, Is one of the monst
Interesting eventa, which the dweller In
this section has the opportunity of wit-
nessing; more intervaling in fact than
many sights which people travel thousands
of miles to ssa, Yei this goas by every
yeur and atirncts no more Interest than
a camp of wandering gyphles. It Is =
strangoe commingling of the aboriginal and
the modem, the customs of the Indlan and
the white man, -

The Omahas are one of the most ad-
yanced tribes of Indane on the continent
They have thelr land in severalty and an
unustnlly large proportion of them farm
their land. They bullt, (hemselves houses,
many of them of a pretentious character,
and have sndopted the dreas of the white
man along with his other cusmtoms. Once
each year, however, they pay tribute to
the old life, when the tent was their only
shelter and their ablding place wherever
they saw fit to piteh It
are designated “pow wows,' & representia<
tlon of the congregmtion of the old days,
when the tribe was gathered togeiher for
eounsel. When this thme comes'the houses
are abandoned, the temts are hauled out

and the habiliments of the old, free days-:

are brought from their retreats and so
far as possible the customs of years ago
are observed,

To the older men these annual gatherings

must bring a feeling of sadness, as It in
brought home to them thuat the once pow-'
to about |
1300 wouls, with the certalnty that In l"

orful tribe has now dwindled
few generations the full blood Omaha will
be but & memory.

The camp this year waos pitched about
five miles southwest of the agency build-
Ings, on the erown of a high hill with a
Inrge level space for the lents, which uare
piteched In u cirola. As & rule the old In-
dian method of supporting the tent by
maesns of iaterloocked poles In obsorved, Lut
the modern dog teml fa not nltogether
absont. The covering of skins of the old
days has been of neceasity displaced by the
canvas of the white man, for the chase
no longer affords the means of obtaining
the old. Many there wers among those
who amembled who could remember when
the lemvonade stand, soda water and other
luxuries of the white man's circus dny
wore not features of the pow-wowa, The
stoam merry-go-round I8 another Innova-
tion of the white man which was enjoyed
fmmensaly by both old and young, From
the time the whistle blew In the morning

cuntdl the fires were dmwn at night tha

sons of nature palronised It liberally. That
thiay enjoyed it was evidenced by the con-
stant luughter of the squaws nnd the
grunts of satlsfactiop of the braves, Thore
wis nothing but the duance In the big tent
which could draw them away from (.
During the day the majority who were
nol patroplsing the merry-go-round lolled

mbout the tenis, dressed in the white man's

clothing, talking largely the while man's
langunge and following largely tha habita
of the ordiniry camper. It was only when
the drums sounded In the big tent that
tha weal Indlan appeared, The fArst aymp-
tam of the coming event wis the gather.
fug of sore of the old men at the temd,
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These gatherings

elnd In the relment which the Indian wore
before Lhe reservation bound him, These
gathered: around the drums placod In ‘the
center and the monotonous beating come
From the tents in the great
vircle gradumnlly came the [ndlans who
were (o pariicipate In the dance. They,
too, had cust aside the gurb of the white
man and taken on that of the Indlan.
Fnces were palnted as of yore and fenth-
ors adorned the halr. Here, ngnin, It hons
been Impossible to entircly get wway from
the white man, though the .garb in fashe-
loned Gfter the manner of the Indian, It 1s
largely the product of the white man'a
loom, The pvenues for crenting the wold
girb are closed with the passing of the
chase, The white man would hardly ree-
ognige his handiwork In the garb which
the Indian has fashioned from his product,
This latfer change hns not come during
the lfotime of Indinng now living. for
years and yeara before the coming of the

ence. The glories and the triala of the
past are retold and in memory he can ses
the time when (he country was peopled
only by hla race and abounded with game,
which provided him with sustenance. No
reservation bLoundasy clreumseribed his
mosvements ard no sgent was near to tell
him It was time to break up his powwow.
At the powwow which has Just closed 175
tents were pliched and it s estimated that
ot least three-fourthe of the membership of
the trilbe wae present at one thme. 1t |s
Hkely that few if any were not present at
some time during it progress. The best of
order’ prevalled, the policing of the camp
belnk In charge of Cary La Fléche, who
performed his duties In a creditable man-
ner. There were o Jarge number of visitors
during Its progress, the number on the last
Bunday Leing especially large. Its locallon,

twenty-five miles from the rallrond, prob-
ably kept many visitors away, though the
Indien was probably no sufferer from this.

THE INDIANS . WHO TOOK PART IN THE DANCES.—Photo by a Staff Artist.

Fleteher In her “"Huntlng Customs of the
Omuha Indlang,” published In the Century
Muagazine Fuine years ago.

The annual hunt aiways took place after
the corn crop had been Inld by. It
was a tribal offering aod all the peo-
pie of the village were expected to take
part in it. After the date had been fixed
by the evunell It could not be changed for
uny reason, as it was only determined after
the most solemn of ceremonial and wag con-
s#idered Irrevocable, All save the decrepit,
the slck and some who were necessarily
left bhehind to look after the permanent
villuge, went on the expedition. The
Omahas hunted between the Niobrara and
the Republiean rivers on the north and
south and the Missouri and the Rocky
mountalns on the east and west. The
hunis were conducted in strict conformily
to well established rules, and the work was
duly apportioned among the people, so that
all had something to look after while

TENT WHERE CEREMONTAL DANCE I8 HELD.—FPhoto

peltler the trapper and the trader furnished
the Indian with these products of the white
man's Industry, Under the big tent when
the danoe starts the white man's languago
I# nlso dropped and the moiher tongue
alone I8 heard, except fromt Lhe lips of the
curfous onlooker.

Blowly the duncers gather and one hy one
they drop Into the cirele and perform
thulr part, The spectator may be Im-
putient for the affalr to start, but the Iu-
dian i never in & hurry. FHe sticks to his
custom, and If the spectator does not wish
to walt he can come back later or notl comae
ot all, for this dance Ia for the pleasure of
the Indians and not given for the benefit of
the spectator. Once started he sticks to it
with & persistence unknown to his white
brother. Fiour after hour the drums keep
up thelr rhythmic beat, hour after hour the
Indian fest kesp time, never scaming to
tire, necompunied continuaily with the
chanting songs, meaninglesa to the unini-
thated, -but sach word and movement sig-
nificunt of something to the participants
and the Indlan onlnokers,

Hore to the Omaha Is the culminstion of
the year's pleasures. Here {8 practically
all thai is left to him of the life which the
oMer generution cherish In memory and the
younger ones have been taught to rever-

He can get along fully as well, if not bet-
ter, without the Influx of sightsecers.

The dances of the Omaha Indians
waore all eceremoninl, and eseh had its
pecullar significance. The one which |s

now enguged at the annual powwow wWas
celebrated In connection with the annual
hunt og, which the (ribe went! each sum-
mer to gather meat for fall and winter
consumption, This was one of Lhe really
fmportant ceremonles of the tribe, and
was observed with even more than the

usunl molemnity. In connection with It
woere certaln: formula that were lost Lo
posterity by a peculiar aceldent. The ex-

act method of opening the council that
was held prior to the beginning of the
dance wnr confided (0 one man, the ritual
belng long and Involved, requiring about
four hours to enrry out and being entirely
oral, Only onea man knew this, and he
was trunted to Impart it to his son, or
pomeonas designated by the slders of the
triba to recelve it just before his death.
On one occasion, notl S0 very many years
ago, but wihile the tribe was still lving
In barbarism, the keeper of the secrot
ritual was kfllad on & hunt, and the ritual
dled with him, Many of the other forins
obsarved in connection with the hunting
dance and councll have béen preserved,
and are charmingly described by Allce

by & Btaff Artlst.

swny. Bometimes war parties of Sloux
from the north or Pawnces from
the south were encounterced, but not fre-
quantly, The maln occupation was Lo
kill, cut up and cure the meat and dress
tha hides. The summer killed hides were
used for making tents, and the winter
hides for robes.

The arrangement of the villuge in a circle
iz plgo significant. It rung ench way from
the sacred lodge In the center, and the lina
of divislon, though unmarked, is o saored
boundary dividing the several gentes of the
tribe. No one who belonged on the one slde
could Hve on the other, The little Incian
boy who happened to be senl on an errand
from one side of the circle to the other was
foreibly Improssed of his  trespass, but
when once they were away from the Influ-
enco of surroundings, they were friendly
enough, Thin Mvislon of the tribe Into
gontea or families was a marked character-
Istle of the North Ameriean races, in coms-
mon with the barbaric and savage ruoces
the world around. It wans obrerved with
great strictness by all the Indiang, but by
nune #0 closely as among the Omahas.
Marringe within the gens was forbidden by
all, but among the Omahne marrisge had
o be noross Lhe line, that i, a young man

(Contlnued on Page Blxteen.)
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