Monument to James Laird Unveiled

'

BCENH AT THE DEDICATION OF THE MONUMENT TO JAMES LAIRD AT HASTINGSH, Neb, ON MEMORIAL DAY, MAY 3, 1904

BMORIAL day at Hastings, Neb..
was made memomble this year by
the dedieation of & monument to
the moemory of James Lalrd, one
of the most distingulshed men of
Adums county In the affalrs of Nebroska
and the nation. James Laird was a s0l-
dier, a4 cltisen, a lawyer and a member of
oongreas, and in all these capacities he had
the support and confdence of his fellow
cltisens. His monument = & huge boulder,
brought from the mountains, and a cannon,

oeremony of the dedication was particl-
pated in by the Grand Army and its ami-
fated bodies and the citisena generally, Ad-
dreases were made by SBenator Dlotrich and
other residents of Hastings and by Charles
¥. Greene of Omaha, who deMvered the
principal oration of the duy., Mr., Greene
sald:

James Laird was borm M Livingston
county, ln the state of New York, on the
2th day of June, 1840, He died In this
mummaAm-m He Nved

4 years,

& jupss of Afteen years constituents and

gompanions still lHoger under the match-
foun spell of his brave and generous deeds.
a

of & truer and braver man than
the
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the flower and chivalry
obeyed the call to duty
oss In the ranks of war
¢ sublime faith and herolo
cause. Thoey did not de-
whether thelr couniry was
wiong, nor were they conselous
of an amct of renunclation. They were
youth in whose velns the hot blood ran
quick and strong: They had boen nourished
in an age and grounded In & falth in ‘which
liberty and unfon were oardinal trutha and

ty to gountry the supreme test of lj-
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These youlh were wise tn thelr day_nsRd
genoration. Thelr knowledge and,

sions had been distilled Into thilr _

Mhey were wise with the wisdom of little

ehildren, Thelr faith was anchored jn the

stinotive feeling of the soul. Men reason

ly when In doubt and Impressions onoe

inte the blood are seldom dis-

The anti-slavery orusade with Ita

losgphy of human rights and Itx passions

‘& la for just laws had wrought ita

every young heart that beat in ths

i
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breasts of the multitude flamed Into passion
at the call of an Imperiled country., The
tragic muse had awept the chords of pas-
slon and they gave forth the wild music
of war, It wus the flood time of loyalty
and in its resisiless sweep these glorious
youth, with the hearts of thelr mothers,
wives and slaters, were carried down Into
the bloody vortex which held the fate of
the natlon.

Jumes Lalrd was one of these youth. He
was one of the 800, Indeed he was the
youngesat of the 300, for on the day he en-
listed he was just 12 years, 1 month and
4 days old. ¥o was enrolled with Company
K, Bixteenth regiment, Michigan infantry,
on the 3th day of August, 1881, He re-
enlisted as a veteran on the Zist day of
Decomber, 186, On the day he re-enlisted
as a veferan he was just 14 years, 6 months
and 1 day old. He was mustered out nt the
conclusion of the war on the 16th duy of
May, 1866, On the day he was mustered
out he wus just 16 years, 10 months and 25
days old. A veteran of four yemrs' service
In the mighty war of the rebellion and only
past 15 years of uye.

The worid Iz enamored of its youth and It
cherishes with pecullar tenderneas the
memory of Its young heroes.- Had James
Laird done nothing e¢lse he would have de-
served richly the monument you have
plnoed above his heroic dust. But the
wtory of his career la porhaps unmatched
In the annals of warfare. “No boy sit-
ting In the twilight and peopling the
shadows With the creatlons of fancy ever
conceived for himself a more stirring ro-
mance or one half so herole"

What boy could have dreamed of such
& war, perhaps the most extraordinary of
any age? Four milllons of men marshaled
along lnes between 1,000 and 2.000 miles,
and guarding coast lines of equal extent
for four years, fighting more than 2,000
battles—2.261 of record, counting every con-
flict a battle In which mpre than 50
union soldlers were engaged. Great bat-
tes that for numbers fighting and losses
will rank with the great battles of
the world. The government records show
that In 1862 the losses by death, wounded
and missing on both sides, in seven battles
alone, exceeded 174,81, In 1861 these losres
in four battles oxceeded 131,088, In 1864
these loasen In five battles exceeded 196,844,
Half a million men In sixteen battles,

Into this sulphurous storm our young
hero marched resolute and daring. Iie waa
the type of boy of the northern home In
which the virtues of loyally, courage and
honor had been Instilled as the essentinls
of manhood, The spirit and qualities of
the American youth were Intensified In
him, for the gods had been generous In
bestowing thelr rarer gifts. He was orig-
inal, Indomitable, spirited, courngeous,
chivalrous and wayward. He knew the
herocs of the world and could recite thelr
vital by the genlus of the pocts and the

made deathless o herolo verse, For
him thHe past held great memorles made
orators. Hoe lved In glo-lous dreams ard
communed with his fdeals which neflher
the temptations mor the riot of the eamp
could subdue, He loved his flag with pas-
slonate ardor, It was more than a sym-
bol, It was a living, sentient beilng, oo
quent with lmmortal memories and radlaint
with glorious prophesies. In its folds the
pest and the future blended .ln sublime
vision from which lssued voloss that made
musio in his soul.

And g0 he stood shoulder to shoulder with
his comrndes and with them oulmiy faced
the desperate tank that lay before them,

Al the beginning of Its cureer the Bix.
teenth regiment, with which young ird
was identifiod, was united with the MMfth
army corps, the lutegrily of which was

-

maintalned wntil the close of the war.
This corps waas consplecuous for its bravery
and endurnnce, even among that wyaliant
host which constituted the Army of the
Potomace., In the Peninsula campuaign, nt
Fredericksburg, Antlietam, Manassas, Get-
tysburg, and In the hideous  slaughter
through the Wilderneas up to the final
surrénder nt Appomattox, the Army of the

Potomue fought with desperate valor and
endurance, sometimes with a leader and
sometimes without one, against the flower
of the confederate armies, led by thelr
knightly chieftuin and his most brilliant
and daring lleutenanis,

Its bloody footprints—Beven Pines and
Fulr Onks, Mnalvern Hill, Bull Run, An-
tietam, Fredericksburg, Chancelloraville,
Gettysburg, Wilderness, Spottsylvania, Cold
Harbor und Petersburg. How preclous the
soil of the Old Dominion, to have drunk
up ull this herotc blood—enough to make
every league of It sacred ground.

In May, 1882, young Laird received his
baptism of fire on the bloody field of Han-
over Court House. At the batlle of Guinen'
MUl ke wuas struck with a musket ball in
his breast, which piercod him through and
through. He waa left for dead upon the
field, was taken prisoner and confined in
Libby prison during the month of July.
His extrome youth and severe wounds sé-
cured his parole and he wans removed to
the hospital nt Annapolls, and rejoined his
command In November, 1868, even Lefore
he was fully recovered.

He was conspicuous for his bravery in
a score of buttles. He fought nt Manassas,
at Fredericksburg, at Chancellorsvillie, and
was one of the bravest of the bruve who
reslsted the confederate onslaught on the
fleld of Geltysburg, where the nation's
fate hung wavering In the balance. He
was smole in battle five times, four times
by bullets and once by sabre,

He was five times promoted and once
breveted for meritorious services and for
gullantry In battle. July, 1868, he was
appointed corporal; Beptember 1, 1863,
he was appointed sergeant; January
14, 1864, he was appointed first sergeant;
October §, 1864, he wona mustered as socond
Heutenant; October 31, 184, he was mus-
tered as first Noutenant; May 15, 1885, he
was mustered as oaptuin; June 30, 158, he
wis mustered out with the rank of brevet
major,

The triumph of our arms at Appomattox
deoresd the fate of the rebellion, The most
solemn and momentous Issues affecting the
fate of liberty and free government ever
submitted to the arbitrament of war was
there doecided. Thereafter the battleflags
were furled and the battling hosts dissolved,
Peace came with the bloom of the spring-
time, bringing in her radiant "hands the
cholcest gifts ever bestowed upon n poople
purified by suffering and sacrifice. The Ind
who In 1861 entered the army al 12 years
of age In 186 returned home, less than 16
years of age, o scarrcd and battersd vet-
eran, wearing the title of brevet mojor of
United Btates volunteers.

James Laird was a herolc spirit cast In
herolo mold; both were ancestral gifts, and
the trogic scenes In which we recast our
government and lnstitutions were their na-
tive eloment. It was as natural for him to
lead men and storm cltadels as It was for
other boys to play at mimlc war.

A regular army officer of high rank and a
major general of volunicers during the
war has sald of him: “He was a brave,
generoun, ochivalrous, truthful, teander-
heaarted, Wri'Ment man, one who never
turned his bLack to a foo or deserted a
friend or & cause."

In an eloquent tribute to Lalrd delivered
by Benator Manderson im the United Stales

seriate he tells of his consplcuous bravery
at Dabney Mills, He was acting as regi-
mental adiutant and at a critical moment
the enemy turned the federal flank. The
regiment began to retreat and before a new
alignment could be made a stampede was
fmminent. The conduct of Laird is de-
peribed In a letter by a eaptain of the regle
ment recelved and read by Senator Muane-
dereon am n part of his tribute: “Under a
galling fire Lalrd rode gplong the line, en-
cournging  the wavering and cursing the
cowardly, Hiz long hair fluttering and eye
it with enthuslasm he appeared the per-
sonification of war's flery madness. The
enthusiasm of the boy awoke a steady de-
termination In the men, The impending
stampede stopped and under his Inspiring
leadership the regiment took a new position
with unbroken ranks™

In the same tribute the culogiat says: *'I
could read by the hour letters from the as-
sociates of Laird In the army who loved
him for his open manliness, pure patriotism
and herole endeavor, and who, after a sep-
aration of a quarter of a century, had not
forgotten the youthful hero who won their
hearts and have sent me thelr tributes to
his memory. One says: ‘Laird's mllitary
career wos an epltome of young heroism
seldom equulled and npever excelled. He
never allowd the most daring to outde him.
He had o magnetic patriotism s0 exalted
that It kept the wavering steady and lent
enthusiagm to the strong. He was the peer
of the bravest.,' "

The qualities which made James Laird
econspicuous among hls army comrades and
upon the battlefields of his country also
marked his subsequent career as & man, a
citigen, & lawyer and a legislator. They
were elemental. His strength was the
strength there i8 In the oak, and In the
storm, and his gentleness was the fragrance
there Is In the flower. Both his strength
and his gentleness were naturnl and spon-
tanecus, It is not -easy for one richly en-
dowed with native energy and lofty amble
tions to always measure his words and to
rule his conduct by purely conventional
standords. Buch men sense keenly and
resent even violently, whatever seema to
transgress the principles of justice and
honor. They are generous and glve freely
of thelr means and of their sympathy
where distress calls for help or consolas
tion. They are quilck to anger and swift
to forgive where the offense Is unmixed
with meannesa

Loyalty to a canse means to fight for It
even untoc the bitter end—it means the
whirlwind charge—ihe relentless defense
agalnst overwhelming odds—the desperats
struggle in the last ditch—the death, but
not the defeat.

After his return home Lalrd devoted hime
melf to the pursults of peace with the spirit,
energy and Indexible purpose that had
mades his career as & soldier,

At Adrain and later at Ann Arbor he
equipped himself for the contest In which
he was to achieve distinctlon and honor I
hig chosen profession.

He tried his lnw suits ns ha had fought
bls battles. He threw his whole soul inte
his clent's cauge and, having mastered It,
he met his ndversary in the open, scorning
the arts of diplomaecy and all the devices
of ambush and cunning. He wis Indead &
warrior, bold, aggressive, Indomitable and
effivalrous. There was about him a mar-
tial alr—the waving of plumes, the fashe
Ing of sabres and the whirlwind,

His was not the sword of Saladin, buf§
the battle axe of Coeur de Leon,

Ha was a powerful advocate, and whes
the Hon In him was aroused his eloquengg
wiaa the turbulence of the mountaln torrend

(Continued on Page Eleven.) e !




