Early Nebraska Settlers

HERI naro dJdoublless some Ne-
braskans still Uving who were
here in 1554 and who were par-
ticipants in the stirring scenes
Incident to the passage of the
Kansas-Nebraska bill. Buch early seillers
are much better preopared than I am to
speak In o reminiscent way of early terri-
torial and state history and probably on
thig semil-cédatennidl occasion they will con-
tribute a fund of Interesting Information
pertinent to those times

My own personal experience in Nebraska
did not begin until a little later. In August,
1468, 1 drove through from Burlington, Is.,
to Nebraska for the purpose of loesting a
home. 1 had some friends Nving in Butler
county, and the fact that they were well
satisfied with their new surroundings In-
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After a short visit with them I pushed on
a little farther and crossed Into what i
now Polk county, where on Beplember
1 located a homestead, a property on which
1 rubsequentiy Hved with my family for a
number of years

At ikat time the immigration to Ne-
briuska was beginning to assume consider-
able propertions, but It was not until 17-2
that It bhad reached the fiood tide. Ours
wiis the second bome established in Polk
gounty. I buiit the first frume bouse In
that county, a ome-story siructure, 12xIS
feet. That wus in the spring of 188 I
hewod the sills and floor joists from native
timber, and the shingles were made from
native cottonwood blocks The siding and
other necessary lumber were hauled from
lLincoln by my leams, having been previ-
onsly hauled to Lincoln from Nebraska
City, to which Iatter point shipment had
been made by water. The first white child
born in Polk county was Edgar T. Roberts,
in 1560, The second was my oldest son,
0. I Mickey, born in 180,

1 mention these personal matiers simply
as ovidence that I was reasonsbly early
on the sceme in that part of the siate
and had an opportunity to form an idea
of what ploneer life was, If one were to
doscribe Nebraska as it appeared In those
duys he would have meed for but few
words. Omaha and Lincoln were both
small places and gave but Mitle promise
of the splendid development to which they
ghould attain in later years, As | remeome
ber, the Union Pacific was the omly rall-
road within the state, and thst was in
process of construction.

The majority of the Impoctant setile-
ments were either in the Missouri valley
or very close to it. A general senti-
ment eeamed to exist that settlers could
not maintain themselves west of the een-
tral portion of the state, and hence nearly
all commercial and agricultural activity
was confined to the eastern porten.
The public school of the states to the east
were teaching thal a treeless waste known
as “The Great American Desert” ly west
of the Missourl, Inc'uding all’ of Ne-
braska snd extending to the foothills of
the Rocky mountains. It took tlme to
dissipute this erroneous |dez and that
probably accounts for the fact that eml-
grition to Nebraska was delayed as long
as It was.

But It is Impossibls to k+ep a good coun-
try very long in the background. In due
timse the |dea permented the eastern and
middle states that thi= section had been
maligned; that here was a ceuntry well
suited to home-making, rich In ogricul-
tural possibilities nnd capable of sustain.
Ing a large population. The result of (his
correct conception we see¢ in all paris of
the state todany. The pratries have been
ocompelled to wvield thelr inrresse, the buf-
falo grass has given way to pastures and

Uses of

PHUOTOGRAPHER who does a
groat feal of the IMustruting work
for big New York asdvertising
firms i3 an adroll and versaitie

- geniug, He is comdderea the star
of all the “before and after’” artists snd he
hus earned his reputation.

Not Joug ago the writer, as a special
mark of faver, was permitted Lo look at his
“utadio' while the advertisers’ photogri-
pher went through an avernge morotag's
work. An exceodingly preily young woman
was the first subjecl. Bhe wus to be ple-
tured in the familiar “before and wlter™
style, to advertse & new remedy for Lhe
nkin,

The photographer himself “made up’ her
face, and when he gol through with the
camels hale brushes the young woman's
countenance was a sight, He took the
“after” pholographs of her fdrst, thus
showing h:r as a young woman with a
smooth, fuultless skin; round, well Alled
neck, and so on. Then he went at her face
with the “make-up”™ articles, and changed
lier countenance into a verltable map of
blotehes and pimples and lines and wrin-
kless When he had finished and the young
woman caught sight of herself In Lhe glasy
ghie let out a little Involuntary scream.

“Oh, you'Tl be aM right after you use our
remedy,'’ ehearfalty gald the photograpber,
and he took A number of views of her In
her eapacity us & "befors taking.”

The sume young woman posed for a gar-
ter advertisement. The !dea was to get

meadows of timothy and alfalfa, orchards
and areas of small fruit are a part of the
equipment of wearly every rural habita-
tion and the evidences of peace and plenty
are on every bhand.

During the fOfty yoars since the ereciion
of the territory the population has in-
creased Lo pearly 1.500.000 of happy, con-
tented pople, all Imbued with the idea that
they lve in one of the best countries on
earth. It Is not necessary to go Info fig-
ures and statistics In order to Illustrate
our growth.

All Prophecy Exceeded

TFTY yoears ago, when Nebraska
Included most of the area which
now comprises the giates of Ne-
braska, North and South Dakota,
Wyoming. Montana and Idaho,
there was nol anywhere In the territory a
substantial town or village of white peopha

Within the memory of the living the
reglor was In Lthe possession of Indian
tribes, Half o century ago military posts
had been establighed at Fort Kearny, Mort

Laramie and a fow other places, but there
was no settivment of whites in those days
which deserved the name of a town in
elther Kansus or Nebraska, Fortg Laramie
and Ketrny were the prominent positions
In the southern part of the territory. In
the northern parts there were Forts Plerre,
Clarke, Unlon, Benton, Berthold, Alexsnder
and Manuel's Fort, the last three of which
were In the Yellowstone, and all were sta-
tlons of the Fur company. Besldes those
there were a few soattering trading posis
and emigrant camps. Thie Is (he catalogus
of the elvillaation of the great Nebraska
territory Nfly years ago.

From Desert Waste to Diadem

years In Nebraska! How
vast the theme! When wa Jook
at the Nebraska of Afty yeurs
ago, marked on the maps of that
day as & part of the great Amer-
lenn cescrt—a barbaric land without a
landmark and without an inbabitant except
the untutored amd savage Indian, and then
view It as it is today In all fts magnificent
grandeur, with its thriving clitles and
towns, ila well-cultivated farms and |ts
fmmense herds of domestic animals, the
conirast s so greal that it hardly seams u
reality, and more lke products of the
necromancer’'s art—Iifks the scenes and plc-
tures from somme wondrous dream. Bul the
magic which has produced this is not the
sorcerer's spell. It 1= the genlus of ihe
world's dominant race, which has touched
with deft hand the eager carth and ex-
tracted therefrom untold wealth and pro-
duced within our borders citles and towns,
and fields a-blogssom and a-bloom. From
May, 1854 to May, 1904, what wondrous
change! From the waste of o desseri to
the diadem of a splendid state.

The great state of Nebrasks s but a
emall part of that Immense territory which
Pregident Jefferson purchased from France
in 1808, the one-hundredth anniversary of
whieh purchase is now belng celebrated In
Bt. Louls, Mo., by the grandest exhibit the
world has ever seen. Napoleon was fully
awnre of the value of what he abandoncd
and sald he renocunced it with the greatest
regret. He knew he was losing an empire
of imperial dimensions,

At the Lime of the passage of what wns
known as the Kunsns and Nebraska bill in
18564, there was great agitation In congress
on the slavery question. The law permitted
any state to vole for or against slavery
and mm Kungas and Nebraska was fought
the firet battle for emancipation. There
were six slaves In Nebraska In 158, and &
il was introduced In the legislature fo
abolish slavery. Lu the debate on lis pas-
sage onc of those who favored tha bl
quoted thoge memorable words of the im-
morial Lincola: “We will hereafter sprak
for freedom and against slavery as long
as the comstitution guasrnntees free speech;
until everywhere in this broad land the sun
ghall shine, and the rain shall fall, and the
wind shall blow upon no man who goes
forth to unreguited tofl.™

The eonstitution of the state of Nebrasks
as adopted by the legisiature exciuded the

negro from the right of suffrage. Congress
passed an nct to admit the state, pro-
vided the word “white' be stricken out,
President Johnson vetoed this act and It
was passed over his veto, In February,
1957, the legivlature wus convened and ac-
cepled the fandamental conditions Imposed
by congress. On March 1, 187, President
Johnson tssued a proclamation declaring
Nebrasks n state,

The ourly settlers of Nebraska had much
to contend with., After the paniec of 1857
our people were much disheartened. Thero
was no demand for properiy of any descrip-
thoni—not even Lhe richest farming lands,
Our money consisted of “city serip” nnd
billg Issued by banks, without limit and
withont security. Gold and silver, whal
littie there was of it, was hidden away,
and In the fall of 187 was at a premium
of 60 to % per cent. The next year afl
paper money, almost without exeeption,
wus entirely worthless, After thnt we had
devastation of crops by grasshoppers, In-

dian depredations and the massacre of
seftler=, and it wie not until after the
completion of the Unlon Paclfic rallway

that the last relle of Indian savagery wis
swepl from the face of thi=z falr land that
peace and qgulet relgoed.

Five years prior to the first settlement
of the territory, but three states of the
unlon had a larger population than that
of Nebraskn today, and it ls safe to hazard
tive prediction that before the mext general
censug our people will number over 2,000,000,
Today Nebraska Is looked upon as a mar-
vel of raptd and enduring growth. And
what siiould be a source af pride (o ox all Is
that within its borders I8 found the highest
grade of public education and the lowest
percentage of (lliteracy of any common-
wealth i the land. BEducation, the or-
dinances of morality and Christlan en-
deavor are the essential clements which
shall preserve this natlon and this siate,
While these remain, who shall compete
with us in the honors due to a state, and
whe In our abundant harvests, ocur en-
pasturvd plaine and valleys, our rich bal-
ances of trade, our Increasing eommerce
and the expansion and reward of labor?
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Rev, Edward Everoit Hale Is the author
of the firet history of Nobraska, which wus
published In New York In 1884 It gives &
complete account of the geographical and
physical characteristics and the politieal
poaliton of the territories of Nebraska and
Kansas from the best nformution oblain-
abla up W the tima the manuscript was

glven to the pobdishers on August 21 of
that year. It is intevesting to note that
while Rev. Hale fully remlized the wealth

of the territories’ resources, he did not
hasnrd, even to a small degree, (o predied
the wonderful  development which has
taken place during the balf eentury. Caue
tously he ventured 1o hope, with some
feoling of confidence, that Nebraska and
Kansar an they thon exizsted would some
day be taken Into the unlon. Where Rev,
Haule hoped there might bo two statos (lwre
are now eight, und as echapinin of the
United Stntes senate, lmtend of mesing this
vist western territory ropresented by four
members in that body, there are now six-
teen.

“It must b that the settlement of the
new terrftories by the best population
which ¢an be given them shall command
the active effort of all true lovern of thelr
country,” wrote Rew, Fale. ‘““The orae
saders are already on thelr way, They
will need only the guldes, who shall show .
them the falrest lands In the world, No
propagandism Is needed to Instill them.
Thus will this emigration, with the me-
pldity with whiceh It now procecds add
almost ut once two new free stated Lo the
American union, It i oot within the
province of this book to look farther. Il i
epough to forvsee mo grent a victory of the
right na s this. It will be only by =&
miracle of indolence, by blindness utter!y
fncurnbie, that the men of the free stales
can forfelt such o prize,”

When Rev, Hale wrote thur hopefully
the Missouri river was navigable by stomms
bonts all the way (o Great Falls, and
boats of fifteen mchen draft had actunlly
traversed the river that far, The Yellow-
stone hod been navigable elghty mikes
fromm Its mouth. The steamboat El Paswe
had ascendod the Nobraska or Phalte rivee
500 miles from ite mouth, And still, with=
out the navigation of this great system
of rivers, upon which many of the fond
hopes of the early ploneers werw hawsed,
the country has developed and grown be-
yond the dreams of the most smnguine.

What will the next Afty years bring
forth? Nebruska Is yet In Its Infancy, and
its development has only begun. T firmly
believe that the next fifty years will see
as great, If not greater, development than
has taken place during the last Nfty. The
utllization of our waters for Irriguntion and
for electricity, and the discovery of
products better ndapted to the section, and
of better methods of working oul our re-
sources, will bring this about. The next
fifty yenrs will see Nebraska walers,
which now waeh unused Into the Gulf of
Mexico, harnessed for all kinds of induse
trial purposes, and our towns and clthes,
and even the farms, will be naccessible
through the establishment of lmterarban
rallronds In ax complete o system ns the
telephone and telegrnph of today.
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Photography in Modern Advertising

a pleture of a stocking asttacbed to =
guarter that was not doing its work properly
and, after that, a portrayal of a stocking
held smugly In place %y the garter In-
tended to be advertised. For the first ple-
ture Lthe young woman bad on s rather
slouchy palr of low shoes, with which she
had come provided according lo the
thoughtful photographer's suggestion, and
her quite ordinary cotton slockings were
wrinkied and hanging in folds about the
shoes.

For the "after-using-ours™ picture, how-
ever, the young wonman had on a dafoty,
billowy, laey underskirt, siik open-work
stockings and fMaacy high-heeled shoes,
and the stockings clung with a fne and
appenling snugness, a8 & matler of course,
thus [lestrating the superior encellence
of the new garter.

Another pretty young woman was them
calied in to pose for -
lustrite the claims of & new brand of iron-
Ing wax about be
For the pleture to liusirale the Bo-sccount-
nesy of all olther brands of froning wax ex-
cept the one
woman

house walste, that bung in folds about her,
and whem sha stooped over gave her &
round-shouldercd effoet.

The photographer Sxed her halr so thal
it seemed to be hanciay In damp sirings,
and witsa & Prush he painted Hitle lines,
supposed to lodicate the result of acute

as trig as could be in a felching white
walst, all of the imitation shine takem off
of her nose, her halr neatly done up. Bhe
was then posted in an attitude of keen
lighit and satisfaction, gazing with a sm
of approval at the nice,
rumpled shirt bosom which she

.
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of the photograpber, was worked Into a do
lighted crowing pleture of happlness by the
time the shutier was dropped on him for
the “after taking”' advertisement.

Then another youmng woman came along
to “stand for™ a corset ad. Pirst she wore
& corsel that was about the most abominn-
ble it imaginable. It seemed impossible to
imagine that so graceful and sinwously
formed a young woman could look so im-
possible In a corset.

The whalebones of the corset were sllck-
ing out at the bottom, and (he young
woman was represented with stringy hale
and angry eyes, an gazing vengefully at
the fli-shaped and Injurions stayx. Then
she donned a palr of the “fAt form."
otraighi-front stays to be ndvertlzed, and
with bher hair nicely combed over her “vat"
and her plump arms at rest at her sdes
she presented a sufficlently bewitching fig-
ure (o sell almost any old corset.

“There are tricke in all trades but mine. "
sald the photographer when his morning's
work was fnished. but the wink with
which he accompanied the remark was clo-
quent.—Washington Biar

Good Guess

“In whai sense ™ asked the teacher, ‘do
we look upon George Washington as the
father of his country ™

“In the two cents, ma'sm,” vemtured
Tommy Tocker, secing that no ons slae
was prepared to answer.




