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Early Nebraska Settlers

HEREB are doubtiess some Ne-
braskans still lving who were
here In 1354 and who were par-
ticipants in the stirring scencs
incikient to the passage of the
Kunsas-Nebraaka bill. Buch early seitlers
are much belter prepars? than I sm to
gpeak In & reminiscent way of early terri-
torinl and state history and probably on
this semi-céntennidl occasion they will con-
tribute a fund of interesting information
pertinent to those times,

My own personal experience In Nebraska
did not begin until a little later. In August,
1568, 1 drove through from Burlington, Ia.,
to Nebraska for the purpose of loeating a
home. I had some friends Hving in Butler
county, and the fact that they were well
galisfied with thelr new surroundings in-

duced me to journey In that direction. .

After & short visit with them I pushed on
a little farther and crossed Into what s
now Polk county, where on Seplember ¥
1 located a homestead, a property on which
1 subssquently lived with my family for &
number of yenrs

At ihat time the immigration to Ne-
braska was beginning to assume consider-
able propartions, but it was not until wi-3
that It bad reached the fiood tide. Ours
wns the second home established In Polk
county. 1 buiit the first frame house In
that county, a one-story structure, 12xI§
feot That was In the spring of 188 I
hewed the sille and flioor joists from native
tiimber, and the shingies were made from
nittive cottonwood blocks. The widing and
other necessary lumber were hauled from
Lincoin by my leams, having been previ-
ously hauled to Lincoln from Nebraska
City, to which lalter poini shipment bad
been made by water. The first white child
born in Polk county was Edgar T. Roberts,
in 188 The second was my oldest som,
0. o Mickey, born in I8N

I mention these personal matiers simply
as evidence that 1 was reasonably early
on the scene in that part of the state
and had an opportumnity to form an idea
of what ploneer life was. If one were o
doseribe Nebraska as it appeared In thosze
duys he would have need for but few
words, Omnha and Lincoln were both
emall places and gave but Bttle prumise
of the splendid development to which they
ghould attain In later years. As [ remoem-
ber, the Uniton Pacific was the only rall-
road within the state, and that was In
process of construction.

The majority of the important setile-
ments were cither in the Missouri valley
or very close to It. A general senti-
ment seemed to exist that settlers could
not maintain themselves west of the cen-
tral portion of the state, and hence nearly
all commerclal and agricultural activity
was confined to the easterm portion
The public school of the states to the east
were teaching thal a treeless waste known
as “The Great American Desert” lny west
of the Missouri, Inc'uding all’ of Ne-
braska and estending to the foothills of
the Rocky mountains, It took time to
dissipate this erroncous ldex and that
probably accounts for the fact that eml-
gration to Nebraska was delayed as long
as it was,

But it is Imparsib?s to kaep a good coun-
try very long in the background. In due
time the idea permeated the eastern and
middle states that this eection had been
maligned; that here was a country well
suffed to home-inuking, rieh In agrical-
turnl possibllities and capiable of sustain.
ing u Targe population. The result of this
correct conception we sec In all parts of
the state today. ‘The pratries have been
compelled to wield thelr tnnrease, the buf-
falo gruss has given way to pastures and

Uses of

PHOTOGRAPHER who door a
grost dea! of the Mustrating work
for big Now York advertising
firme i3 an adroil and vergaitie
gentus. FHe Is comsiderea the siar
of all the “before and after’ artists and he
hus enmed his reputation.

Not beng ago the writer, as a special
mark of faver, was permitted Lo Jook at his
vatedio” while the adwvertisers’ photogri-
pher wemt through an avernge morping's
work. An excecdingly preity young womin
was the first subjecl. Bhe was to be phe-
tured In the famillar “belrre and after™
siyle, to adveriise a new remedy for the
skin,

The photograplier hlmself “made up' her
face, and when he gol through with the
camel's hale brughes the young woman's
countenance was a sightt He took the
“after” pholographa of her frst, thus
showing h:r as a young woman with a
smooth, faultless skin; round, well filed
neck, and so on, Then he went at her faca
with the “make-up™ articles, and changed
lher countenance into a veritable map of
blotehes and pimples and lines and wrin-
kles. When he had fnished and the young
woman caught sght of herself In the glass
glie Mt out a little involuntary scream.

““Oh, you'rnl be all right after you use onr
remed sy, chewrfulty pald the photograpber,
and ks took & namber of viewsn of her In
her eapacity us & ““befors taking"”

The same young woman posed for a gar
ter advertlsement. The !dea was to gel

meadows of timothy and alfalfa, orchards
and arens of small frult are a part of the
equipment of nearly every wrural habitu-
tlon and the evidences of peace and plenty
aroe on every hand.

During the fifty years since the erection
of Lhe territory the population has in-
creasedd to nearly L5000 of happy, con-
tented pople, all imbued with the ldea that
they Mve In one of the best countrice on
earth. It In nol necessury to go Inlo fig-
wres and statistics in order to lllustrate
our growih

All Prophecy Exceeded

IFTY years agod, when Nebraska
included maost of the area which
now comprises the states of Ne-
brarka, North and S8outh Dakota,
Wyoming, Montane and Jdaho,

there wus not anywhore in the territory a

substantial town or village of white people
Within the memory of the living the

reglon was in the possession of Indian
tribes. Hall o century ago military posts
hiud been established at Fort Kearny, Fort
Laramie and a few other pinces, but there
was no seltlvment of whites in those days
which deserved the pame of & town In
elther Kan=aa or Nebrazshka, Forts Laramie
and Kearny were the prominent positions
in the southern part of the territory. In
the northern purts there were Forte Plerre,
Qlarke, Mnion, Bentan, Berthold, Alexander
and Manuel's Fort, the last three of which
woere In the Yellowsione, and all were sin.
tlons of the Fur company. Besides these
there were o few scealtering trading posts
and emigrant caimps, This is the catnlogue
of the civillzatlon of the great Nebraska
territory fifly years ago.

From Desert Waste to Diadem

FTY years im Nebraska! How
vust the itheme! When we look
at the Nebraska of fifty yeurs
ago, marked on the maps of that
day as & part of Lthe great Amcr-
feun aescrt—a barbaric land without a
landmark and withowt an Inhabitant except
the untutored and savoge Indian, and then
view It as it )s today In all its magnifcent
grandeur, with its thriving citles and
towna, ita well-cultivated farms and its
immense herds of domestic anlmals, the
contrast js so great that it hardly seem= a
reality, and meore Hike producis of the
pecromancer's art—Ilks the scenes and plo-
turea from some wondrous dream. But the
magic which has produced this is mot the
sorcerer’s spell. It t= (he genbus of the
worid's dominant raee, which has touched
with deft hand the eager carth and ex-
tracted therefrom untold wealth and pro-
duced within our horders citles and towns,
and fields a-blossom and a-bloom. From
May, 1854, to May, 1904, what wondrous
change! From the wuste of a dessert to
the dindem of & splendid state.
The great state of Nebraska Is but a
small part of that immenge territory which

, President Jefférson purchased from France

in 1808, the one-hundredth anniversary of
which purchase Ils now belng celebraled In
Bt. Louls, Mo., by the grandest exhibit the
world has ever seen. Napoleom was fully
aware of the valne of what he abandoncd

and sald he renounced it with the greatest.

regret. He Rnew he was losing an empire
of imperial Mimensions.

At the Lime of the passage of what wns
known as the Kansas and Nebraska bill in
1854, there was great agitation In congress
an the slavery question. The law permitted
any state to vote for or against slavery
and m Kansas and Nebraska was fought
the firet battle for emancipation. There
wore six slaves in Nebragka in 1858, and n
bill was Introduced in the legislature to
abolish slavery. Lu the debate on s pas-
gage ono of those who favored tha bill
quoted those memorable words of the ime-
morial Lincoln: *“We will hereafter speak
for freedom and agalnet slavery an long
as the constitution guarantees free speech;
until evervwhere in this broad land the sun
ahall ahine, and the vain shafl fall, and the
wind shall blow upen ne man who goes
forth to unregmited toll”

The constitutton of the state of Nebrasks
ns adopted by the legislature excluded the

negro from the right of sulfrage. Congress
passed an met to admit the state, pro-
vided the word “white’” be stricken out.
President Johuson vetoed thig net and it
was passed over his veto, In February,
197, the legiwlatire was convened and we-
cepted the fandumental conditions Imposed
by congress. On March 1, 187, President
Johnson issued a proclamation declaring
Nebroska a state.

The eurly settlers of Nebraska had much
to contend with. After the panic of 1857
our people were much disheartened, There
was no demnand for property of any descrip-
thon—not even the richest farming lands,
Our money consisted of “city serip” and
billa iwsued by banks, without limit and
without security. Gold and silver, what
littie there wa# of It, was hidden away,
and in the fall of 1867 was at a premium
of 60 to 80 per cent. The next year all
paper money, almost without exception,
was entirely worthless, After that we had
devastation of erops by grasshoppers, Tn-
dian depredations and the massacre of
pettlers, and it was not until ufter the
completion of the Unlon Pacllie rallway
that the last relic of Indian savagery wns
swepl from the face of this falr land that
peace and gulet relgned,

Five years prior to the first smettlement
of the territory, but three states of the
unlon had a lurger population (han that
of Nebraskn today, and It i= safe to hazard
the prediction that before the next general
census our people will number over 2,000,000,
Today Nebraska ts looked upon as o mar-
vel of rapid and enduring growth., And
whnt shiould be a source of pride (o0 ue all is
that within its borders is found the highest
grade of publie education and the lowest
percentuge of (lliterney of any common-
wealth m the land. Educntion, the or-
dinances of morality and Christian en-
deavor snre the essential clements which
shall preserve this nation and this siate,
While these remain, who shall compete
with us in the honors due to a stote, and
who In our abundant harvests, our en-
pastured plalne and valleys, our rich bal-
ances of trode, our lneressin®g commerce
and the expansion and reward of labor?

e & 74

Rev. Edward Everett Halo Ia the author
of tha first history of Nebruska, whieh wue
published In New York in 164 It gives &
complete sccount of the geographieal and
physical characteristies and the politienl
posithon of the territories of Nebraska and
Kansas from the hest Information obtain-
able up to the time the manuscript was
glven ta the poblishers on August 21 of
that year. [t 18 interesting to note that
while Hev. Hale fully renlized the weanlth
of the territories’ resources, he did not
haznrd, ceven lo n small degree, to prediet

the wonderful development which has
taken plice durtng the balf century. Caue
tlonely bhe ventured (o hope, with some
feeling of confidence, that Nebraska and
Kansas as they thon existed would some
day be taken Into the unlon. Where Rev,

Hale hopad (here might be two states there
are now elght, and as chaplain of the
United Btates pennts, Instend of seeing this
vaxl western territory mepresented by four
members in that body, there are now slx-
teen.

“It murt be thnt the settlement of the
new terrftories by the best population
which ean he given them shall command
the active effort of all true lovers of thelr
country.,"” wrote Rev, Hnle. “*The ore
saders are alrendy on thelr way, They
will need anly the guldes, who shall show
them the fuirest lnnds in the world. No
propagandiam (8 needed to Instill them,
Thus will this emigration, with the me
pidity with whieh it now procesds add
almost at once two new free stated to the
American unton. It is not within the
province of thix book to look farther. It in
epough to foresee so grent a vietory of the
right as (s this. It will be only by =
miracle of indolence, by blindness utterly
fncurnble, that the men of the free stales
cnn forfelt soch n prige.”

When Rev., Hale wrote thus hopefully
the Missouri river wns navigable by stomms
bouts all the way to Great Falis, and
bouts of fifteen mohes draft had actunlly
traversad the river that far. The Yellows
gtone had becn navigable elghty miles
from fts mouth, The steambont El Pase
had ascended the Nebruska or Platte river
500 miles from s mouth, And still, with-
out the navigpntion of thia great system
of rivers, upon which many of the fond
hopes of the carly ploneers weore based,
the conuntry hns developed and grown be-
yond the dreams of the most sangulne.

What will the next Afty years bring
forth? Nebruska (s vet |n its Infaney, and
it development has only begun. I flrmiy
believe that the next fifty yorrs wHl see
ns great, If not grenter, development than
has taken place during the last fifty. The
utiligation of our waters for ireigation and
for electricity, and the discovery of
products botter adapted to the section, and
of better methods of working out our re-
sources, will bring this about. The next
fitty yeaurs will see Nebraska waters,
which now wash wunused Into the Gulf of
Mexico, harnessed for nll kinds of indus-
trial purposcs, and our towns and cithes,
and even the farms, will be pcocessihle
through the establishmont of interurban
rallronds In as compliele a aystem as the
tolephone and telegraphl of today.
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Photography in Modern Advertising

a pleture of & wstocking atthcbhed to o
garter that was not doing its work properily
and, after that, a portrayal of a stocking
held saugly in place Sy the garter In-
tended to be advertised. For the first ple-
ture the young woman had on s ralher
glouchy palr of low shoes, with which she
had come provided according to the
thougniful photographer's suggestion, and
her quite ordinary cotton stockings were
wrinkled and hanging In folds about the
shoes.

For the "after-using-ours™ plcture, how-
ever, the young wonman had on a dainty,
billowy, laey undersiirt, silk open-work
stockings and fancy high-healed zshoes,
and the stoeckings clung with a fine and
appealing smugness, as a matler of course,
thus jlustrating the superior excellence
of the new garter,

Another pretty young woman was then
calied In to pose for some plcturea to 0=
Justrate the clalms of & new brand of iron-
ing wax mbout to be put ou (he market
For the picture to (liustrate the no-account-
ness of all other brands of lroning wax ex-
cept the one o be advertised, the young
woman wore. al the pholographer's sug-
gestion, a solled and li-Btting old gingham
house walste, that hung in folds about her,
und when she stooped over gave her &
round-shouldered effect.

The photographer fxed her halr so that
it rermed to be hanviag In damp sirings,
and with a Prush he painted little lines,
supposed to lndicate the resull of acute

worriment over using no good roning wax,
under her eyes. For this picture she was
posed standing wearfily over an Iroming
board hoiding out and gazing disgustedly
at a fraxzled and solled shirt bosem.

Ten minutes later she reappeared looking
as trig as could be In a fetching white
walst, all of the imitation shine taken off
of bher nose, her balr neatly done up. Bhe
was them posted In an attitude of keen de-
light and stisfaction, gasing with a smile
of approval at the nice, new, shiny, un-
rumpled shirt bosom which she held out
before bher.
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whils he wns being pbotogruphed
and afier” pleture., and the fat
young customer, by sundry and divers arts

i

of the photegrapber. was worked into a de-
Hghted crowing picture of happiness by the
time the shutter was dropped on him for
the “after taking” advertisement.

Then another young woman came along
to “stand for” a corset ad. First she wore
& corsel that was about the mosl abomina-
ble it imaginable, It seemed impossible 10
fmagine that so graecsful and sinuwously
formed a young woman could look so lme
posaible In a cormet.

The whalebones of the corset were stiok-
ing out at the bottom, and the young
woman was represented with stringy hnle
and angry eyes, o gazing vengefully at
the fil-shaped and Injurions stays. Then
she donned a palr of the “fAt form,"
siraighi-front stays to be advertiged, and
with her hair nicely combed over her “ynt"
and her plump arme at rest at her sdes
she presented a sufficlently bewitching fg-
ure (o sell almost any old corset.

“There are tricks in oll trudes but mine'
sald the photographer when his morning's
work was finished, but the wink with
which he accompanied the remark was clo-
quent —Washington Star

Good Guess

“In what sense,” asked the teacher, “‘do
we look wpon George Washington as the
father of his country ™™

“In the two cents, ma'am,” vemtured
Tommy Twcker, seeing that no one else
was prepared to answer,



