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Builders of Nebraska and Their Achievements

ROM May 26, 1554, whon Nebraska
became a terrftory, to May M6
1004, covers ts history as a ter-
ritory and stata., The tract of
‘ land of which Nebraska forms &

part passad by sale from Napoleon Bona-
purie to the United States In 153 From
Ita territorial organization to Ity admission
ns a state of the unlon In 1867, Nebraska
made rapid progress, notwithstanding it
had been placed on the early maps s &
part of "“The Groat American Desert™
which was delrimental to ImmigraUon.

Baing a bone of contention during the
slavery agitation in ante-bellum days and
the conslderation of Benator Douglas’ “Kan-
sin-Nebraska BilL" the tds of lmmigra-
tien was checked for & time, bul was
gpeedily remumed and Inerceased at the close
of the civil war. As population expandad
and commerce and agriculture increased,
the Missouri river coased (o be an adequale
means of carrylng s commerce and the
demand for rallroads became Imperative,
and they are now running to every ac-
comsible part of the state, furnishing ade-
quate tramsportation. Bul 1 cannol enter
futo the history of -Nebraska belng en-
joloed to confine my remarks to the state
a8 1 know s repressntation In congress,

An ong the distinguished men 1 have per-
somu lly koown who repressnted the state
in the United States senate and in the
house of representatives and who added to
its name and fame are Geaneral Charles ¥,
Manderson of Omaha, Algernon 8. Paddock
of Beatrics, John M. Thurston of Omaha,
Wiliam J. Brysn of Lincoln, Willlam A.
MeKelghan of Hed Clowd, Omer M. Kom
of HBroken Bow, Fugone J. Hulser of
Aurcra, David H. Mercer of Omaha, Georgo
D. Melklajohin of Fullerton, Willlam L.
Btark of Aurera, Rhoderick D. SBoutheriand
of Nelson, Bimer J. Burkeit of Liocoln,
Wilkiam L. Greeas of Kearmey, Willlam
Neville of North Platte and John 8 Rob-
inson of Madison,

To as mtelligent a constiivency ss The
Bee possesses, Il would be superfloous Lo
speak In detull of these gentlemen and
e ‘wervicos they have rendersd o the
state. Politically, I had nothing in com-
mon with Senstors Manderson, Paddock
and Thurston; nor with Representatives
Hulner, Mercer, Melklejohn or Burkett, al.
though our personal relations were aiways
plessant, while the other gentlemen were
my political nssoclates and friends.

The Nebraska delegation in both houses
during my services sustained kindly rela-
tions and worked in harmony to serve the
interests of the state. 1 take pleasure In
saying that Nebraska was ably represented
o the senate by that brilliant statesmon
and scholarly gentleman, General Charlcs
¥. Mauderson; by Hon John M. Thurston,
an orator of signal power and my lovable
friend; that splendid gentleman and good
business man, Senstor Paddock. It was
well represented by Mesars, Hainer, Mer-
eor, Meikicjohn and Burkett in the house,
and, it would be noedless to add, that
among my oolleagues, Mossrs, Bryan, Moe-
Keighan, Kem, Greens, Btark, Southerland,
Noeville and Robinson, It was In my judg-
ment representod with superior ability and
statesmanahip and by men of rare ora-
torieal gifta

All these gentlemen, regardless of thelr
political faith, worked bonestly and intel-
figently for the upbuilding of the wstate,
the outgrowth of which ks found In the
eonstruction of many public bulldings, the
appropristion of many aecres of land and
miuch money for schools and the improve-
ment of the navigation of the Missourl
river and the Tranasmississippl Interna-
tonal exposition of 1888

It la difficult to speak of those with whom
weo have been nssociated In terma of ade-
guate praise without being regarded nas
sttempling to flatter, but all 1 have sald
of theése gentlomen, and more too, is true,
and they are ontitled to the gratitude of

It I8 not so dlfficult to apeak of the fdd
whose virtues and worlh should be borne
constant remowbrance. But the monu-
ment of those who contributed to the mak-
ing of this commonwealth and have passed
from the soenes of life to those of eternity,
that their history Is writien not only In
thelr deeds, but in the current Hterature
of the day, and Ume and space forbid me
to speak of them further,

1 think I ought to be permitted to defloct
from my subjeet far enough to say that
smong the Mving who have been powerful
factors in the upbullding of this stata, the
names of Edward Rosewater, Dr. Miller,
Governor Furnas and John M. Thayer
should not be overlooked.

But let me speak of Nebraska herself,
the peerless queen, crowned with the affee-
tiom of her sons and daughters. Fifty
yeurs ago she wias an almost trackless
waste, inhabited by mnomadic races of
mvage men and wild beasts, her eastern
border had dcattering and fesble settle-
ments, but from that time to this shoe has
grown to be one of the brightest jewels
in the dladem of the umion. 1 have no
doubt that Afty years hence will see her
stand well at the head of the alsterhood
of sintes

Through the introduction of Arbor dhy,

which is indigenous to Nebraska, but
which, lke a beautiful rose, has found
root in othar soils, trees have boen planted
on barren plaing ontll pow wvast forests
grow on whal was waste land, and herbage
and crops of all kinds are prodeusd
abundance,

Bchools and churehes Innunierable have
been erected and ere maintuined by an
Intelligent, thrifiy asd Christian people,
and the educational | tutions of the
state stand well to the L at this time,
and being inhabited by & sober, intelligent,

progressive, God-fearing people, Nebraska
has made marvelous progress during the
years of her existence, and her sons and
daughters Jove her with an affection be-
yomd tha power of divaription.
In her agricultural and grasing pursuits
she has few equals and no superiors, and
storms seem atl times Inhospitn-
ble, her bresses are laden jwith health-
giving qualitien
In the professions she is represented by
emineni jurists, great physicians and sur-
goons and ogually great oditors, all of

whom have contributed in a large measure
to her development.

1 &0 not poasess the language to smable
me to speak In fitting terms of my love
of Nebrasks, a state that has so signally
honored mo and on whose safl I have lived
for many years and In whose bosom I hope
finally to rest.

Good Cause for Pardonable Pride

TANDING nt this Aftieth mile-
stona of Nebraska's progress we
may, I think, view the work of
our hands with pardonable pride
Fifty years in the life of an in-

dividun! is n long time, but In the existence
of a state Is brief ludesd. The great nat-
ural advantages which so materially as-
sisted In the bullding up of the other
siates, such as navigable rivers, large
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possession might ococupy. He mized up for
It the very best kind of soil and gave It &
climate unequaled for s health-giving and
energizing qualities. Upon these two tal
ents the people in Nebraska have besn
trading during the past fifty years, and
In thelr use have made them many talenis
more, the Inervase belng in homes and
schools, rallroads nad cities, churches and

It seems difficull to realize the wealth
accumulation of this fArst half century.
The grand assessment roll of the state for
the year 1008 was one hundred eighty-eight
and one-halfl milllons of dollars, That was
supposed to have been mode upon the
basis of ene-fifth of the actual valuation.
But we are all very well convinced, from
the amount of complaint now going up
over Lthe assessment under the new revenue
law, that really that roll represents less
than one-tenth of the actunl value of Ne-
braska property. Bo we are safe in saying
that Nebrnskn holds meore than one billlon
elght hundred and elghty-cight millions of
dollars of actual property. The report
went abroad last year that our crops were

Years of

ETTER fifty years of Europe than
a ecycle of Cathay,' sang Eag-
lund's choleest modern poet, ex-
pressing an idea truly Anglo-

e Baxon and held in common by
all progressive races, that activity |Is
prefermble to passivity, work is more de-
slrable than play, that It ls better to wear
out than to rust oul.

The half century that Loas elapsed since
Moy 30, 1864, when the slgning of the
Kansas-Nebraaka bill by the president of
the United States opened virgin flelds for
conguest, by calling Into existence new
territories for exploration and settlement,
has been a period whon the restless ac-
tivities of those who took up the burden
of life In the transmissourli country has
had full opportunity for display and ample
chance afforded for the efforts of tireless
onergy and the accomplishrents of virile
labor.

Those who entered this land, then so

little known, wero posscssed of “hearts of
onk and spirits bold.”
" Whother lifo could bs sustalned upon
these wind-swept plains was a serious
problem. The geographers had proclaimed
it & great desert. Those who had trav-
ersed the bropd expanse between the
muddy river and the lofty peaks of the
Rockies, having no thought to stay until
they cume to where gold would reward
thelr search for the new El Dorado, spoko
of the stifling heat and scorching winds of
the dry summer, the freexing cold and
flerce blasts of the terrible winter, of the
abscnce of trees to afford grateful shade
for protection from the summer's sun and
peedful fuel for the winter's cold, and de-
clared It At only for the sneaking coyote,
tho shnggy buffalo and thelr 0t com-
panion—the wild Indian.

The tomuhawk nnd the scalping knife
were belter fAitted to the environment than
the shovel and the hoe.

Truly the outleok was most dispouraging,
the prospect most uninviting,

But the spirit of the adventurer and the
nerve of the conqueror are over present
They nctuated LaSalle and Marquette In
the palmy days of New Frunce as they
prompted Lewls and Clarke in the time of
Jefferson.

The fascination of explorstion is only
equaled by the satisfuction of subjugation
and the glorous results of the last Gfty

short; and yet there were produced one
bhundred and esvenly millon bushels of
corn, and forty-four milllon bushels of
wheat Nebraska's agricultuenl production
of all kinds last year goes well townrds
the one hundred million doliar mark. All
this wvast production in agriculture has
been bullt up from n strip of the great
desert In the brief space of Afty yours
And while this growth In production was
baing made, thousands of rich farms and
beautiful homes, surrounded with groves
and orchards, and showing and posscssing

and refinement of thelr owners,

-

as by magic upon the treeless
ties ‘and towns have kept pace
with agricuitural development, using every
appllancs of the most advanced civiligation,
far beyond the older slates.

A prophet fifty years ago that would

to ploture Nebraska os L Is
have been consldersd a vision-
ary dreamer. Even thess who have wit-
nessed this rapld development can acarcaly
belleve their own senses.

The splendid advancs made by Nebraska
in this first half century is due largely to
the character of its peopls. Many of the
ploneers were velerans of "61-'65, who were
glven the privilege of accepting the iask
of creating a new state under the guise of
the donation of 10 acres of what was gen-
erally thought to be desert lemd. To this
work they brought the same heroic bravery
and untiring energy which characterized
their work of saving the union. About this
time many young men from the east, who
wished larger opportunities than ocould be
afforded them there, came to try their for-
tunes in the new west. They aull brought
with them hope and brains. They besan
the bullding of the new stats at the peint
the older siates bad already attained, so
‘the first public work to recelve attention
was the school. Nelther lumber nor timber
for making it was to be had, but buliding
material In unllmited quantities abounded
in the native sod, and this became the first

Adventure and

years in Kansas and Nebraska nead no
detalled recital.

Bince the great day when the Declaration
of Independinos was read from the front
step of the old state house in Philadelphla,
while the bell “proclaimed llberty through-
out the nnd and to all the people thereof,"
no event in American bistory was fraoght
with greater importance than the passage
of the bill signed by the chief executive on
Muay 30, 1864, Its repeal of the Missourl
compromise measure that for over thirty
years had held the sections apart, was the
beginning of that oft predicled “‘irrepress-
ible confliet” that, starting’ on the prairiea
of Kunmas, led by tragic succession to the
hanging of Johin Brown in Virginia, the
firing upon the flag In Bouth Carolina, the
arming of the Indignant north, the four
years of bloody wur with the macrificea
upon over 1,000 battle fields, the emancipa-
tion of millions of sglaves and finally the
culmination at Appomattox and the birth
of a pulssant nation, mighty beeauss by
war's dread arbitrament it was decided that
this union of states ls Indestructible.

The day whoso semi-centennial we are

materinl for the school house as it had bheem
in most Instancea of the resddences. Many
churches were ereeted from the snme ma-
tarial. From the very beginning, then,
though crudely housed it may be, Ne-
braska has had those things which marked
the best civiligation of the older stales.
Toduy the neat white school house In more
than 6000 school districts, 400 city and vil-
lage high schools, many seminaries and
colleges and our grand state university are
the evolution upward from the Nttle sod
echool house on the prairie

One most important factor in Nebragka's
development must not be overlooked. Of
all to whom credit Is due, there are none
entitled to more honor than the ploneer
women of our stale. The great majority
of thess came from cultured homes, accus-
tomed to the asmoclation of the most re-
fined surroundings; they bravely assumed
the task of creating llke conditions In a
regiom having none of them. Who may
know the long days of loneliness, the hun-
ger and longing Tor even & sight of the
cool, shady groves (o rest the tired eyes
from the monotony of the endiess plane?

“Men munt work, but women must wait,"
and the waiting Is often mueh harder to en-
dura than the working. We lift our hats and
pay homage to the ploneer women who by
their herole helpfolaes: and patience made
possible the besutiful Nebraska of today.

Every Nobraskan should be proud of his
state and its splendid progress. Any young
man owning a quarter section of this rich
soil and tpving one of Nebraska's falr
daughters for a wife is a king over a realm
that will yleld him perpetual revenue and
happiness, It is the common lot of hu-
manity to want, but such a one will neves
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Conquest

soon to celebrate brought forth Lincoly
and Grant from obscurity and placed the
emanclipator and the congueror In the
most prominent uiches of the temple of
fame,

The battle for the preservation, won by
the wisdom of the one and the genlus of the
other over the disbanded hosis of free-
dom, seeking homes In a new land, turned
naturally to the transmissourl country,
opening great opportunities by the bullde
ing of the Union Paceific railroand, con-
structed thromgh government aid as a war
necessity,

The gallant hosts spread from the river
to the mountain slope and entering every
branch of industry ecarved out, with in-
vinefble hands and creative brains, the two
magnificent commonwealths that exult in
the event of the 30th day of May.

*God uncovered the land,
That he hid long time in the west,
As the sculplor uncovers hias statue,
When he has wrought his best'

Story of Nebraska as Written by Nature and Man

(Continued from Page Seven.)

sanitary inspeetion, put most of all in the
vastly Increassd outlay for educational
(both primary and higher)., forming from
one-third to one-half of the total publio
expense, has created a floating state debt
of £2,000,000 and brought the people face to
face with ita latest problem—more reve-
nue or fewer functions.

FIfty years augo there were less than a
thousand white people In Nebraska terri-
tory, loday more than a mililon, The
total wealth then was probably not $100,-
000, now between one and two blllions,
Then there was not a single cultivated
farm—today there are 135,00, with erops
worth §162,000,(00. Then not a factory or
mile of rallroad. Today 544 manutnctur-
ing establishments, with & product worth
$144,000000 cach year, and 5,700 miles of
raliroad. Fifty years mgo thls summer
& slngle newspapor, the Palladium, at
Belleyue. Today 60 newspupers and ma-
ganines, Mifty years ago not a school In
active operation, Today 10,000 commeon
&chools and higher enes by the hundred.
Fifty years sgo an unfenced buffalo pase
lure, with ne rank in clvilized soclet=

Today—in tte union of forty-five wmister
Siates, which forms the strongest nation
In the world—her rank Is tenth in total
vilue of furm products, eighth in produc-
tlon of wheat, fourth In production of
corn, fourth In number of cattle and swina,
third In manufscture of meat products,
and first of all in education qualification
of her people. In fifty years Nebraska
has given the world (s eentral battla
ground for the sattlement of the most
pressing world problems, from slavery to
monopoly; she has given national leader-
ship to both sides In these struggles: she
hus glven the pation twice o leading candl-
date for president, she has given the world
an Arbor day. Highest of all, her broad
pralries and lofly table lands, have given
birth to & race of clear visioned, inde-
pendent  minded, progressive men and
women. Unfettered by: the dogmatism of
the past in polities, in rellgion, In econo-
mics, In human sympathy and aspiration,
may Nebraska never fall in her lendership,
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