Club Women Who Head the General Federation

RA BARAH PLATT DECEER of
Denver, president; Mrs, Philip N.
Moore of B8t. Louls, first vice
president; Mrs, May Alden Ward
of Boston, second vice presilent}

Miss Loulse B, Poppenhelm of Charleston,

B. C., corresponding secretary; Mrs John

Bherman of Chicago, recording secretary;

Mre. Percy Pennybacker of Texas, t(reas-

urer and Dr, S8arah H., Kendrick, auditor,

Is the personnel of the newly-elecled ex-

ecutlve commitice of the General Feder-
ation of Women's clubs.
Standing as It does, an organization

unique and so without the guldance of
precedent, the Incoming of & new executive
board carrles with it more or less anxlety

among those who realize the Immensity
of the tasks the federation hns under-
taken and the delieacy, tact, untiring en-

ergy nnd unwavering courage s accoms
plishment entails, But those who know
the Genernl Federstion are sure that the
seventh bienninl has chosen well those who
are to preside over (s affmirs during the
coming two yoars,

In fact, no previous board has Included
0 many women of national reputation,
Not one In the seven but has been pre-
viously entrusted with important commis-
slons, several of them executive positions
In their respective states, Than Mrs, Sarah
. Platt Decker of Denver there is no better

known club woman in the country. Widely
populur In her own c¢lty and state for her
exceptional abllity, Mrs, Decker first camo
prominently before the national federation
when It held its fourth biennial at Denver
slx years ago. It was she who super-
intendexi the entertalnment of the conven-
tion, which was the first of the really big
meetings, and that still stands unsur-
passed. At that time the conventlon would
have honored Mre, Decker with Its presl-
dency, but gshe declined the honor and In-
eldentally established the precedent which
practeally eliminates the hostess city from
the presidentlal contest if there chances
to be one. But as Mra Decker's pop-
ularity had enabled her to establish prece-
dents, so It permitted her to break them,
if she chose—but she did not choose, and
two years later, at Milwaukee, when her
friends would have violated the unwrliten
rule of eclecting a president to a second
term, she, for a second time declined the
honor and Mrs, Rebecea Douglas Lowe
was re-elected. The Mllwaukee conven-
tion falled to settle the reorganization agi-
tation, and besides that developed an even
more dangercus issue in the color question.
BMre. Decker was an ardent champlon of
the individual club In the national body
as weoll as the state organization, Mrs.
Lowe was & representative of Georgia, the
state that lead the opposition to the nd-
misslon of colored clubs, and Mra, Desker's
good sense told her that, independent of
courtesy, it wae pollcy to retaln as many
members of the presiding administration
as wore eligible to re-election, so she de-
dlined the presidency.

And all of this only increased Mrs,
Decker's host of friends, and two years
later, at Los Angeles, there wus such a
demonstration as has rarely been seen.
Whether she would have It or not, her
friends would give her the presidency and
a8 every woman In the cooveniion scemed
to be numbered among her supporters, Mre.
Decker had & most difficult as well as
embarrassing time declining the honor the
third time., Bhe held that the office &..ould
rightfully go to Mrs. Demies T. 8. Denl-
son, of New York, who, as vice president,
had borne the brount of the burdens of the
chief executive office during the year that
Mrs. Lowe had spent abroad and the bur-
dens had been heavy Indeed. Mrs. Den-
ison was elected and, durlng the last two
yeard, has by her ability, her graclousness
and her tact son won her fellow-workers
that many of Mre. Decker's staunch sup-
porters would doubtless have ablded by the
established precedent had not Mrs. Denl-
pon herself declined the office for a second
term. Mre. Denison’'s announcement was
made two months befors the blenninl, and
in wspite of her popularity, when, a few
days before the electlon, it was rumored
that she had recopsidered and might accept
& nomination, it quickly became evident
that she had changed her mind too late;
the sentiment was for Mrs. Decker and
Mrs, Decker was elected.

Bome one has defined an oralor as ‘“one
who has something to say and knows how
to say It." The same can be sald of Mrsa.
Decker,

Bhe Is a brilllant speaker and in
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addition to her gift of expression has the
faculty of moving her audience to laughter
or to teare at will, Yes, Mrs, Decker s
a suffragist, too, but the apprehensive ones
are no longer afrald that her views on this
subject will Iinfluence her action s presi-
dent of the General Federation. In fact,
womun suffrage has come (o have a new
meaning to even the conserviative ones,
Their experience with child labor leginla-
tion during the last two years has been
a wonderful education and besides it has
doveloped, upon investigation, that maost of
the leading women of the club movement
are avowed suffragists and most of the
others are suffragists, too, only they did
not know it until experience enlightened
them.

———

Mms, Phillp N. Moore of Bt. Louls, who
the convention honored with Its first vice
presidency, needs no introduction to the
club women of the land, partlcularly since
the orguanization of the local board at Bt
Louls for the entertalnment of the seventh
biennial. With an enviable record as presi-
dent of the Missouri federntion for two
terms, the club women of BL Louls were
confident thaut under her chulrminnship they
could enteriuin o blennial, e¢ven during the
season of the World’s fair, und 8o the
fnvitation waAs extended, and when the
local bowrd wag organized Mre, Moore wne
mnde president. How well they succeeded
and in the face of what difficulties, only
those who did the work and those who were
privileged to enjoy thelr hospitality will
ever appreciate. If npever before, Mrs.
Moore proved on this occasion her abllity
to manage large affaira. But this was not
her first Introduction to the Generul FMeder-
atlon. Bhe had previously served as corre-
spouding secretary and later as tredasurer
of the General Federation. Two years ago
at Loa Aangeles she came before the cobp-
vention with the much discussed proposi-
tion for the erection In Bt Louls, as a
memorial to the Loulsiann purchuse, a hall
of philanthropy, that should also serve as
a place for keeping the records and other
property of the General Fedaration,

NS —

The election of Mrs, May Alden Ward to
the socomd vice presldency gives fresh
honor to Massachusotts, that home of bril-
linnt, cultured, thinking women, and to the
General Federation one of Lthe most able
of these women &8 I8 Lthird executive offi-

cer, As president et the Mumsachusctts
Federatlon Mrs. Ward has made a splen-
daid record. To recount what has been ac-
complished by the Massuchusetta clubs
would be to review almost every stel that
has been galned by the concerted wetion
and Influence of women. Mrs, Ward wos
as strongly In fuvor of reorganizing the
General Federation at Milwaukee ns Mrs.
Decker was opposcd to It. Mrs. Ward, as
state president, wos also practically at the
head of the Massachusetts contention for
the ndmission of colored clubs, but that is
all pnst now; the Los Angeles convention
determined what should be and, true to the
motto of the national organlzation, “Unity
in Diversity,” the Muassachusells delegn-
tion returned from los Angeles to extend
thelr strong support, finuncially as well ns
morully, to the club women of Georgla In
an ¢ffort to establish better nnd more prie-
tical eduentional ndvantages to the negroes
of that state. Mrs. Ward s an admirable
presiding officer, her gracious, courteous
exinction of parlin-

manner relieving the
mentary rule of much of its sharpne s,
Mrs, Ward 18 also an ardent advocate of

enfrunchisement of women.
-—-—f!‘--—

Migs Loulse B, Poppenhelm of Charleston,
8 . Is the one member of the old execu-
tive commiltee to be retained on the new.
During the last two yenrs she has served
as correaponding secretary and her re-
election lncked Hitle of belnyg ununimous.
A consplcuous worker ameng the clubs of
her own state Miss Poppenhe!m has gisen
viluable council in the executive board of
the General Federntlon. A jJournallst her-
gclf, belng editor and publisher of the Key-
stoneé a monthly publication, Miss Poppen-
helm has, while mointadning the Interest of
the General Federation, s0 arranged her
reporte as to greatly facllitate thelr clrou-
Iation through the press of the country,

The Incoming recording secretary, Mrs,
John Sherman of Chicago, in not less widely
known for her work in the Chicago
Womnn's club, A parliamentarian of rec-
oguizged abllity she Is lpoked upon ns a most
valuable acquisition to the executive com-
mittee, eepecially as Mrs, Fox, the federa-
tion's pariinmentarian, is retired from the
board this year,

the

e
Mra. Pennypacker of Texas, (he new
treasurer, who has been admiringly re-
ferred to a8 the "Little Whirlwind," has

come rapldly to the front since (wo years
rgo, when she so frequently expedited
the buslnesar of the Los Angeles convens=
tion by moving the previous question. Her
frequently offered motion became a joke,
but the little woman herself became &
favorite for her quick and reliable judg-
ment, As president of the Texns Federa-
tlon she deserves much of the credit for
the splendid wecomplishments of that or-
ganlzation, this being conceded not only
by her fellow workers among the club
women, but by the business men and legis-
Intors who count her among thelr valued
advisers In matters of public welfars In
which the clubg have interested themealves,
==t X

Dr. 8arah H., Kendrick of Oregon, the
newly elecied nuditor, Is perhaps the least
known of any of the new board, but she
has heen tried and found competent in her
own state, and that {8 recommendation
enough,

——

Last, but not least, ia one other that ap=
penra in the group—Mrs, Demles T, B. Den=
fson of New York, the retiring president,
While courtesy forbide that anyone should
ba enlled the *“best loved president,' oear-
talnly the General Federation hag never
had a presiding officer who was ‘‘just one
of the women,” as Mrs. Denlson has bLeen.
With her in the chalr the timld woman
was not afrald to take the floor, for her
akill ng a parlamentarian includes thet
fuculty of ussisting the Inexperienced Inte
the "prescribed way'" without embarass-
ment to the speaker, the house or herself.
That Mra. Denlson s0 suoccessfully led the
General Federation through the trouble-
some tlimes of three years ago proves her
abllity and thig, with her unfalling cour-
tesy (o all, will retain her, in spite of her
retirement, a leader of the national or-

ganization.
——

The elght directors are scarcely less
known than the new officers, and in award«
ing one of these offices to Nebraska the
General Federution only conferred an honor
that Is due. Mrs. Helle M, Stoutenborough
of Plattsmouth is too well known in Ne-
braska to need any Introduction or re-
cltal of what she has done. An ex-proesis
dent of the atute federation, she has been
moel prominently identified with the llbrary
extentlon, and not alone her own slale,
but others have profited by her offoris
glung this line,




