Richardson tell them that the present law
forbids white men settling there; that there
are, however, between (00 and 1.300 In the
reglon and between 50,000 and 60,000 emi-
grants every year traveling the romds for
the Pacific coant beyond. Howard of Texas
ragen In a long speech over this rothless
violation of Indlan rights—organizing a ter-
ritory over their heads without their con-
poent—and ix asked how long It I8 wmince
Texas grew wo tender of redikine. The mo-
tive benenth s pinln, This i a fight be-
twesn Chicago and Bt. Louls, on the one
hand, looking forwsrd to the opening of
the Platte valley Pacifie maillroad; New Or-
teans and Texax, on the other, trying o
block the northern route until they oan
push one through on southern parallels:
and New York City helping the southerners
in order to maintain her own hold on the
Qalifornia trade by sea and the Isthmus of
Panama. The collateral evidenos to prove
thin s convincing, but cannot be guoted
Nere.

[ The Polk adminfstration had sent out the
governor appointed to Oregon by the Gila
Hver route in 18R Jefforson Davis, In &
spesch on the questlon of making »
twenty-year governmment contract with the

‘anama  railroad company in  18(8—when
the Tiinols members opposad, saying that
a rival proposition would be submitied by
a road to be built Inside the United Biates
—declared himself In favor of a Puacific
raflrond “whether through the wvalley of
3: Gila, or by Pueblo de Lon Angeles,

other to Ban Diego, Monterey or Ban

aneleea.” There is just one significant
réterence to slavery in the dobate. Howe

Penmnsylvania arks the sturdy champlon

free soll, Giddings, a member of the
committea which reported the biTl, why
there In no provision excluding slavery
from the new terrftory. Giddings replles
that by the Missourli compromlie slavery
s perpetunlly prahibited In the Loulsiana
purghase north of 3830, Howe ashs if Gld-
dinga has any recollection of a comprom-
ine since then, referring to that of 85,
and Giddings rejoiny that the latter does
not affect the Netiranka question. Bo with
this  wingle reference to slavery the bill
phsses the house by northern and western
voten, 08 to 45, and goes the next day to
the senate. There Benator Douglas, at
the head of the senate committes on terri-
tories, reports It unsltered on the I7th
‘of February. It Is not untll the morning
light of March 4, 1363, i= breaking through
the windows upon the all-night sesslon of
a senate about to dle that Douglas gets a
chanoe to c¢all up the Nebraska bill. Ben-
ator Rusk of Texas Is on his feet In an
instant, *I hope the bil) will not be taken
up, It will lead to discussion beyond all
question.”” Atchison, pro-sinvery democrat
from Missouri, pleands with the south to jet
the bill be taken uwp. He says he did not
axpect opposition from the guarter of
Texas, Arkansas und Mississippl; that he
had found that there was no prospect, no
hopo of a repenl of the Missourl comproms-
ise and that the tide of popuiation pres-
slng wuwpon the border would inevitably
break over and take possession of the In.
dian lunds and the mainteoance of peace
and order on the frontier demanded organ-
lzation now,

The debate goes on for hours whils the
sands of an expiring seaslon run ont. At
the end of It & motlon to lny the bill on the
table prevalls by n vote of 8 to 17. It Ia
this vote analymed which proves the real
nature of tho opposition to the Nebrasks
bill-the combination of commercinl rivale
with slave jemlousy which is determined to
prevent a Pacific mallroad up the Platte
valley. Rightcon out of tweniy-three votes
to lay on the table make the solid south—
botk whig and democral—against Douglas®
© Bl tHe other five are from the commercial
states of the northeast. Bvery one of the
moventeen votes for the bill = from the

£, or *“the stump spoech in the belly of tha
bl as Benton called it, declaring that i
was the true Intent and meaning of the
to carry Into pructieal operation the
elples of the comprombse of L560-—-first,
all questions pertaining to slavery In
territories and the new states formed there-
from were to be laft to the decislon of the
people residing In them, second, that all
questions lnvolving title to slaves or ques-
tlons of personal freedom were loft to local
eaurts with right to appeal to the United
Btates supreme court; third, that the fugi-
tive nlave law was to be anrried into
tlon In the territories as well ax tho sta
What was Dougias’ motive in
thus o make Nebrasks n
slavery amd (readom should i
The ocoemmon republican opinfon then

i

|

i
1
!

THE ILLUBTRATED

gince was that Douglas was conclliating
the south to pmve his own path to the
presidency, Is there not another sufficlent
ronson without thin one? For ten yeurs
he had been trying to open this country
lying stralght In the path of commerce
and emigration from his own state; for
fiva yenrn he had seen Pacific rallrond
projects  blocked by commercial rivals,
south and east. He had seen those inter-
eots etrong enough to kill his bIl  the
spring before even when strongly supported
by the slave stnte of Missouri. He knew
that & hasty trealy with Mexico was be-
ing pushed to prepare the wiy for a Pi-
oific mlirond that would build up the
rivals of both Chicago and Bt. Louls. No
one knew better than he that commerce
and migration to the Pacifie would fol-
low the route of the first rallroand. No
ons was c¢loser than he to the railroad nnd
commercial Interesta of Illinois, FHe had
pecured the first United States raflroad
Jand grant for the lllincls Central. The
Rock Isiand, first of all Illincls roads, had
just reached the Mimissippl. Rallroads
would soon be built across jown. The
natural route to the Puacific wns acroes
Nebraska prairies. 1If opened to white
pettliement It was certaln the rush of pop-
ulation would carry the road on Its shoul-
ders and with it the trade not only of the
west, but of the world to Chicagn, The
prics to puny was Lo satisfy the slave sen-
timentalists of the south—to offer them,
prima facle, an equal opportunity with

BEE,

Democrats,” signea by Chass, Clddings,
Bumner, Gerritt Bmith, Bdward Wade, Alex
DeWitt, a fery review of tha Nebraska
bill and a stirring call of the free states
to action. The free siates responded. Mass
meetings, nowspapers, pulpits, volced &
mighty chorus of protest. The legisiatures
of five northern states sent ln spolemn reso-
lutions against the bill. Douglas found he
must drive hard to get the bill through,
and he drove. From Janusry 3 to March
3 the bill was debated in the senate In the
Intervals of other business, wilh Douglas
urging every day toward a final vote, The
night of Mareh 8 Douglas spoke from mid-
night untll daybreak, closing the debats,
and the bill passed by a vote of X to 14
Fourteen mnorthern demoorats, fourteen
southern democrats and nine southern
whigs voted “aye.” Four morthern demo-
crats, six northern whigs, two free sollers,
ons southern whig (Bell of Tennessee) nnd
one southern democrat (S8am Houston of
Texas) voled “nay.” Ore Ilmportanl amend-
ment had been made, proposed by Senator
Clayton of Delaware, that only citizens of
the United States should vote or bold of-
fice In the new tlerritoriea. This was de-
signed to ahut out forelygn Immigrants who
hind declared their Intention to become citi-
gens und passed by the close vote of 3
to N,

The bill now went to the house, where
Richardson was still at the head of the
committes on territories. He moved, March
21, its reforence to that committes. Cutting,
democrat of New York, moved to refer it
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the north In settling the new Aterritory,
knowing as Douglns knew that the supe-
rior energy and push of the free stiate
migration would win in Nebraska as it
already had in Oregon and California.
Buch an offer would cut the ground
from beneath the feet of the New Orleans-
Texas-Mississippl opponents of the bill
They could mo longer unite the south
pgainst the measure on the seore of pre-
tended sympathy for the Indian, It s
significant that Douglas wrote the plan
for the amended bill alone, The south
itself was surprised. It was llke plcking
up 'privileges in the road. Human-like,
its first thought after the shock of sur-
prise wns for “more.’” Senator Dixon of
Kentucky on January 1§ moved an amend-
ment expressly repealing In plain words
the Mimsouri compromise of 1§80, Dougias
at once went to Dixon's seat and re-
monstrated. Dixon stood firm,

Douglas called on Davis and unfolded his
plan. Davis took Douglas with him at once
to the president—a rare thing for the istter
to receive a Sunday political visltor, The
two visltors carried from the While House
Florce's promise to make the bill an ad-
ministration meoasure—and the bill was as
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to the committee of the whola, and In spite
of all Richardson and Douglas could do,
the house dld o by & vote of 110 to 9.
There were fifty bills ahead of it, which
must be disposed of before it could be
reached. The opposition of the north was
growing louder every day. It astonlshed
those who had reckoned on an uprising.
Three thousand New England clergymen
out of n total of 8,600 of all denominations,
gent In @ protest. Five hundred clergy-
men from the northwest sent in another to
Douglas himself, which he felt compelied
to present with some caustic remarks to
the senate. Now was shown the power of
fhe ple counter. The Pleroe administration
made 1t known thut no democrats need ap-
ply for office who did not push for the Ne-
braskn-Kansas bill. Important appoint-
ments were hald back wuntll the blll was

. BEvery democratic congresaman
felt the mighty force of the party mnchine.
The house business was expedited and on
May § Richardson moved to go Into com-
mittee of the whole for the purpose of
laying aside, one by one, the elghteen re-
maining bills ahead of his own Nebraska
bill. This was done, the minority fighting
every inch, and Richardson then moved to
wubstitute the senate bill, minus the Clay-
ton amendment, for his own bill.

The democrats of the north found the
Clayton amendment too heavy a burden to
carry. It meant the driving of forelgn-born
voters owt of thelr party en masso. De-
bate went on until May 11, when Richard-
won rose and moved (o close debate the
next day at 12 o'clock and on that de-
manded the previous question. The opposi-
tion implored and threatensd, but Richard-
son would not yhkld, Thed began a All-
buster, similar to the one that markef
the repeal of the sllver purchasing clause
In the summer of 188, Every known means
to prevent o vote was employed by the
minority. Al day the 11th, all night, nil
the next day and until midnight was spent
in ceaseless roll calls on dilatory motions.
Both sides were worn out and adjourned.
On Monday, May 15 the fight was re-
newed. 'The Pacific railroad bl here ap-
poared on the scene, lnseparable from the
fate of Nebraska. It had been made a
apecial order for commideration that week,
It reguired a two-thirds majority to post-
pone the special order. There wns not o
two-thinds majority In favor of the Ne-
braska bI, but there were anough appo-
nemis of the Facific raliroad among
those voting sgainst the Nebruska measure

five-minute speeches was the kuotty prob-
fem for the majority. It was solved by
Alexander H. Btephens of Georgia, whe
moved to strike out the enacting clause
This took precedence over any other mo-
tion to amend, ‘The friends of the bill,
under instruction, voted for Btephens’ mo-
tion. This was equivalent to rejecting the
bill and made It necessiry at once for the
potnmittes of the whole 1o rise nad report
to the house. The house voted down the
report of the committee of the whole, and
then had the biil In {ts own hands. The
end was reached and at midnight, Mnay I8
the roll wns called on the passage of the
bill, with the Clayton amendment stricken
out. The vote was 118 to 100—# northern
democrats, 57 southern democrats and 13
southern whigs for the bill, and & northe
ern whigs, € northern democrats, 1 south-
ern whigs and 2 southern democrats
agninst.

On May 5 the senate agreed to the houme
amendments and on May 30, 1554, FPresident
Plerce signed it and Nebraska territory was
born, after the flercest political fight in the
nation's history. The slave sentimentallsts
of the south had swallowed the Douglas
bait. They had secured the “aquallty™
their constituents had clamored for—the
right to take their slaves with them inte
Kansas and Nebraska territory—an empty
privilege. To get this they had welded
northern whigs, democrats and abolitionists
Into one compact organization, They had
driven the German immigrants Inte the
new organization. And they had opened
the northern path to the Pnacific to setile-
ment and survey. What use to agitate for
a Pneific railrond scross the sands of Ari-
gona and New Mexico while the fertile
prairies and villeys of Nebraska and Kan-
san were filing with frontiersmen and the
brond emigrant trafl up the FPlatte grew
broader every year, Its margin dotted with
ranches? Is it any surprise that in New
Orleans, In Texas and.in Mississippl the
newspapers of the day report mo rejolcing
over the passage of the Nebraska blil?
There, at least, were southerpers gmart
enough to know they had lost a battle—a
battle for commercial snpremacy, the foun-
datlon for all other supremacy. And s IE
not more surprising that !l these fAfly
vears historiane and writers have Insisted
In treating the Nebraska-Kansag struggle
as the produet of the ambition of one man
to be president, rather than what 1t really |s
& phase in a mighty struggle for a world’s
highway and commercial empire, in which
the prealdential ambition of one man
played but a subordinate part?

Nebraska Territory—1854-180Y,

The territorial Mfe of Nebraska bhegan
with the arrival of Governor Francls Burt
of Bouth Carolina, who reached Bellevue
Oatober 7, 1864, and died there Octoher 18,
His only ofMelal act was to take the oath
of office. His successor wan Thomas Cum-
ing of Michignan, msecratary of state. He
made Omaha the capital of Nebrasha—and
all she s today I the result of thut nel It
took & man of iron nérve Lo fix the capital
al Omaha, to Ax the apportionment for the
first territorinl legislature 20 as to hold it
there, to faece the storm from squaller sove
erelgne who denonnced his high-handed
acte and doemanded his remowal. Acting
Governor Cuming h#id the nerve and to him,
Omaha owes her place on the map. The
first censur, taken October 31, 1864 showed
2,782 white sottiers in Nebraska, more than
half of thess really residents of lewa and
Mi=souri. Omaha had about 150 people and
n brick building bullt near Ninth and Far-
nam and donated by the ferry company,
was the place where tha lirst territorial
leglniature met Junuary 16, 1856, The lead-
ing featlures of the session were the caplial
fight, In which Omahs held what she had,
the adoption of the Iown code, the granting
of numerous ferry and bridge charters, tha
enuctment of a prohibltory law and a clalm
club law. The lund In the eastern part of
the territory had been acquired by treaties
with the Omahas, Otoes and Missouris in
March, 1564, It was not surveyed uptil 1855
and 1566 The settlern were therefore all
“squatiers,” and as such they organized
cluim clubs designed Lo secure ench of them
320 acres of land whereby the law of Lhe
United Btatea they were entitled to only
160. The clnlm clubs were the government
the first two years. Distingulshod men like
John M. Thayer and A. J, Poppleton were
presidente, They stood together and drove
off newcomers who tried to settle on thelr
clulme,

The census of 285 showed 148 people In
Noebraska, A seare over some Sioux In-
dians near Fontaneile cost the tertltory
.00 and gave General Thaver his first
miitary expericoce. The Lreasurer bor-
rowed $4.000 at 1o per cent mierest to pay
legislatlve bills.  The first crop of Ne-
braska wild ent banks were given charters
hy the legisluture. Their charters gave
them the right to Degin & banking busk
ness and Issuo thelh paper n-tes us soon
as they hod 360,000 caphal "wilsoribed’
J. Bterling Morton and Dr. George T
Miller were among the hard fighters agninst
thewe bank charters, but many of the meie




