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Pen and Picture Pointers
during times of trouble, Around
the formative period of the state
lowered the clouds of mectional

to tho present greal commonwenlth wns

almost sccompanied by the lghtings of
the struggle between the older wstates
soll ides and the abolition of slavery for.
ever. To a large extent the people of the
territory were aetors In the lttle drama
the greater tragedy that was to appal the
world for four years, and the part played

by the early residents of the section s

it. Nebraska had no Jim Lane, no John

Brown, and no Governor Reeder ever had

to escape from the people of the territory,

sination. No massacres blot the pages of
the state's history, and Mttle of the vio-
lence that accompanied ihe bitterness of
dom and slavery was enmcted on the sofl
of Nebraska. Politles was marked with
much rancor, though, and the partisans
as in Kanms, Nebmska's part, though not

#0 large, was as lmportant In the closing

days of the siave-power In the United

are well to recall, as showing the nature
of the strife that preceded actunl war-
fare between the mections. In an excellent

J. A. Barrett and A. B. Byeldon, this phase

of Nebruska's history s given with some

deotall, and told In an Interesting manner.
Coming Into existence under such condl-

tions, and with the stigmu of “desert’” at-

tached to the lamd, It wes natural that

#pirits In s intsncy. These who did

eome, came with thelr minds mude up to

face the hardships and privation of life
the glortous hops of A home snd possible
future wealth In the new ocountry. How
woll they bullded many of them have been
and moril expansion has been more thun
otitrun, and actuml experience has widened
the horizon for expmetntion to the end that
to set down what Nebraska may be i
another fifty years,
———
tn the uffairs of the state have dealt with
this phase of the tople, to the end that
some notable expositions of the past and
what may reasonably be expected In the
future, are given In this number. These
are from men who have spent many years

BRRASKA was born Into the unlon

N
strife, and the giving of a name
which ended In the triumph of the free
that waas merely the "vurtain riiser” for
still recnlled my many who participated In
flealng In disguise to aveid certuin nasas-
the struggle boetween the ndvocates of free-
were as earnest if not as demonstrative
Btates as that of Kansas, and the incldents
article, propared for this number by Messrs.

—

Nebraska should stiract ouly the bolder
away from the oMeor civilizsation, but with
spared to experience, Prophecy of material
even the most sanguine do not undertake
Men who have besn active and prominent
present of Nebraska, with some hints at
within the state's bhorders. and who huve

haz
ghsduuuntthom
+

Nebraskae hns more than redesmed every
promise made for f ia the beginning, and
has more than realized overy hope of the
men who luld the foundations of Its governs

bigh the standard of ecivilisation, and for
years have been ot the head of the list of
all the siates In point of intelligence, hav-
g the lowest percentage of iliterncy In
the United BStatesm Religion and educa-
tion and &l that goes to make for the
higher life have thrived In Nebraska, and
the future is certain for its people.

His Present

*“John," she eald, “your Httle wifoy has
been saving up ber money to buy you &
mice present.™

“Good ltths wifey.” he replled. “What
s

“A smoking jacketl,” she explained. “And
I saved the money all myself out of the
house allownmee. Wasn't I thoughttfal ¥

“HSplondid ! ke exeluimed.

“And now I wish you'd bring me home
some more money Sonight.”

*What did pou do with that 1 brought
home last night?™ he saked In some wur-
prine.

“Oh, Goi's what § mved the smeking
jacket money out of,™ she answered, “wnd
there wasn't any left.”—Chicago Post.
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Fifty Years of Material Progress

LYHOUGH only a coincident in
the passing of time, £ s worthy
of note that the celebration of Lthae
centonnlal of the purchasé of tha
terrvitory of Louislann and the
snl-contennial of the organisation of ths
territory of Nebirnska from a portion of
the former, are both at thiss time receiving
some altention from those Laking Interest
in the country's growth and development.
While the minds of the peoples of the
civillzed world are directed to a great
exposition commemorative of the acquisl-
tlom to the natlonal domaln, through the
far-seeing statesmunehip snd matahless
diplomacy of the lilustrious Jeffersan, of o
greal uren of country in Lthe very heart of
the American conUnent, out of which have
been carved many of the great states of
the umion, we of this stute, In a modest
wuy, give publicity to the fact that one-
balf & ¢entury ago the foundation was lald
for the bullding of one suth comimon-
woallh by the orgunization of the territory
of Nebrmska out of a portion of the coun.
try thus acquired, -

As the Loulsiana Purchase cxposition,
now in progress at the metropolis of the
country ceded to the American govern-
ment 0 yeirs ago by the emperor of
France, affords unmistakable covidence of
the marvelous snd almost magical devel-
opment and progreas of the transmissiesippd
country since that time, so [t Is that In
this stute, and for a period covering but
one-half of the time, is the evidence at
hand and upon every side of the most
[inpreasive charmeter, convincing to the
most obduraie, that Nebruska, since its
formation into a territory, has by leaps
and bounds, and with the siride of a
giant, grown In wealth and population
until it has becuome in this short period
of time one of the strong commonwealths
of the natlon. When organizsed as n ter-
ritory It wns by many well-lnformed men
regarded, und so designated in the books,
as a great barren waste and a sandy
desert, Nt only for the Indian and the
buffulo, and quite unsuited to the noeds
and roequirements of the progressive, In-
tolligent American citisen. The hardy plo-
near, who s constantly and restlessly mov-
Ing from the rising (o the settng sun in
his resintiess onward moarch, soon Invaded
the unknown territory and a country, rieh
In soll, congenial in cliiile and with won-
derful opportunities for development sand
the making of prosporous nnd nappy
homes for the countless thousands of the
present generstion and the wmilllons yet
unborn, was brought to public view,

To carry the analogy further, as the
Loulsiana purchase embraced the cholcest
and richest of the nitural resovurces of the
American continent, so Nebraska's fertile
pluins and valleys Included rome of the
most frudtful and best of this vust em-
pire. It occuples relatively a similar posi-
tion with respeet (o the territory em-
braced within the Loulslana purchase that
that territory does to the whole of the
United Btates., It possesses an equable
ellrr wte being nelther so far north a: to
be unusually cold nor so far south as (o
be oppressively warm Iis surface s un-
brolken Ly high mountalns and it is ro well
dminad as o be altogethar free from
swamps and marshy places with attendaat
conditions lnlmical to the enjoyment of
health and happiness. With ampls ralo-
fall over the larger area of the state, agri-
culture is oarried on most successfully and
under conditions as favorable me Iln the
other states in the great Mississippl valley,
the granary of the world. When the state
yet comparatively in its Infancy ean pro-
duce, as it bas done In the past, more
bushels of wheat and corn than sny othor
of the great agricultural states, then It
must be concedod it has earned and I8
entitled o a position well In the forefront
of the sisterhood of stares In tlmes past,
the remurk was sometimes heard Lhat the
western portion of (ke state because of
the Insufciency of rainfall contributed
nothing to the growth and upbulldiug of
the state and It has even been suggerted
that the state might with profit be ai-
vided. Such remarks are no longer heard.
With the millioos of acres brought uader
frrigation In the level and fertile walleys,
with the climale unmirpassed and with th:
inexhaustible fartiilty of soll capable of
supporting n depse population under a well
developed system If irrigation, where small
farms can be made (o pruduce three and
fourfold as much as whers the patural
ralnfull la retled upon, with the hills and
uplands coverud with rich grasses and do-
voted to the mising of live alock, this
part of the state kn rapidly developlog
in wealth and population and “the stone
which the bullders rejected has become
the head of the cormer.”

Nebmiskn citisenabip well represcnts that

unlon presents a more satisfactory state of
affalrs In this respect. The loeation and
surroundings, the growth and development
In poputation and material wealth of the
territory and mstate during the first Nty
years of Its existence is a cause for mutual
felicitations and warrants the beltef that
In the next half eentury yet Immeasurably
greater will ba her progress and advance-
ment In the Increase of her population and
the development of her resources, and
that there shall be attained a higher civill-
gation, the besuty and perfoctness of
which we can now scarcely comprehend.
The occasion renders It appropriste that
pome roforence be had to the social and
civic life of the siate In addition to com-
ment on Its natural advantages, Too much
cannot be s=ald in pralse of the foresight
and Intellgence of the early ploneers who
first settled in the state and took part In
the formation of a well-ordered social sys-
tem in framing Its Jaws and establishing
a wise plan of government for the ecomfort
of soclety and the protection and preservia-
ton of righis of persom and properly.
Bchools and churches were established as
settiements were made and marked the out-
posta of advancing civilisation. The foun-
datlon was early lald for the proud emi-
nence luter attained in the enjoyment of
the distinetion of having a population with
the icast percentage of llliterncy of any of
the states of the union. Nebraska I8 cs-
sentially a state of schools, colleges and
universities. [its peopie during it entire
history have been devoted to the cause of
education. Its educational Institutions have
been and are the especial pride of all clti-
sens Upon this subject we are all united.
The first settlers belleved In the dlaseminn-
tion of knowledge and the dissipation of
Ignorance. They beMeved In progress, ad-
vancement, growth and development. The
resuits have given ample proof af thelr
Intelligent wisdom and foresight,

It i proper here to offer a tribuie of
praise and gratitude to those of a past
generation who planned so weli and lald
so firmly the foundmtion upon which has
stace been erected the superstructure of
& atate government which bas proven most
stable in form, just and fair to all Inter
asts ond which vouchsafes to all equality
before the law. Bome of these eminent
men are yet livieg. Many of them came
here In the enily days of the histocy of the
terrifory and the state. These weére nien
of stout heart and active brain who have
had 80 much to do with shaping the funda-
mental and statute laws wbich now gov-
ern us,  Aside from its natural advantages,
the most potent influence which has con-
tributed to the growth and dewclopment of
the state can be traced to the wisdom
and foresight of these fearless and uble
men whose lives are written In o many
pages of Il history. For over a quailer
of & century we have been living under the
conatitution promulgated by the wisdom,
statesmanship and patriotism of those to
whom 1 have referred. Thelr wisdomn and
capacity for so important an undertaking
is attested by the fact that the state has
grown and prospered so well and with
no considerable scutiment favorable te
radienl changes in that instrument, That
some changex sre required Is renernily con-
coded. The wonder I8 that so few have
been called for. In what mannr shall
our fundamentnl law be altered? Regaid-
ing this there l= & division of sentiment
Wheiher by a sonstitutional coanvention or
by amendment to the present Instrumont
fo the question to be declded. Much argu-
ment of merit may be advanced fn support
of either plan. The preseat fundamental
law ™ nearly all respects Iz an fdeal one.
HBome amendmenis, however, are impera-
tively demanded.

The subject is worthy ths atiention and
eonmideration of the best minds of the
state, The pairiotic sentument of the peo-
ple should be aroused to the transcendent
importance of the subject. The press, all-
powerful as leaders of thought and molders
of putilic opinior, has here a great task to
perform. Public interests have been al-
lowed to suffer becsusa of insufficlent at-
testion and consideration to the question
of »mendments of the most simple charac-
tor snd yet of the utmost lmporiance,
There exists urgent necessity for an amend-
ment ‘which will give wider latituda for the
profitable Investment of the trust funds be-
Jonging to the state which are devoted to
eduotional purposes. With funds and In-
vestments now amounting to more than
85000000 and @ probable Incrense of these
funds to $10,000,000 or miore and with the
constitutionsl restrictions now existing re-
garding Imvestments In securities ylelding
reasouable returns, it becomes at once ab-
wious that we are nearing the danger line,
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but alvo, judging By past experfence, o
the sufe-keeping and caring for (hem whils
o compailed to remaln idle

An amendment providing for the enlarg-
maent of the supreme court (8 proven by
experience aod oconsidered by those in-
formed oan the subject o be one of (he
preseing demands of foday., A suprema
court eommission to ald in the work of
the court can only be regnrded as a tem-
porury expedient. A delay In the ad-
ministration of justice Is In Ao measure &
deninl of 1t, and I cannot bul belleve that
the interests of Lhe whole people are far
belter subserved by a prompt, speedy and
final disposition of all matters which are
the subject of Ilitigation In the courts
In thkis connection, I venture the sugges-
tion as one possibly worthy of consldern-
tion of a plan which mnkes provisions for
the establishment of an intermediate court
us better calculated to accomplish the
desired resull and by such method afford
relief to the court of last resort of much
of Its labors that now comes to it direct
from the trial courts of the state.

Bularies of some of the state officers, It
I be permiited to speak on the subject,
are confessedly low and admittedly not
commensurate with the Iabors and re-
sponsibilities tmposed on the Incumbents.
Justice t¢ those who give thelr time and
Lest efforts In the service of the gtate re-
quires reasonnble remuneration be given
them and thie can be accomplished only
by a constitutional amendment,

The organic Inw Hself, as 1 view the
subject. should be altered and made sus-
ceptible of amendment with less difficulty
than that whicl experience has demon-
gtrated now stands in the way of amend-
Ing it in any of iis parta

Muny other subjects of equal Importance
might be adverted to, but time and space
forbld. A strong luclination arisea toward
a diacussion of the subjfect of revenue and
taxation, a matler so very vitel to all
eltigens and affecting as it does In a inens-
uroe every owner of proparty In the stute,
but the proprietics of the occasion s o
warnitig that the t!m: 2 mopportune,

Innumoerable guestions affeciing the wel-
fare of the people and the development of
the gtale deserve mention and consldern-
tion which cannot herc be given. There I8
responsibility resting upon all. There {8
some duly ta be performed by each. Wa
should 411 be up and dong to the end that
the work heretofore begun may be carried
forward fo a succassful conelusion. Those
of the present generation meel aml grapple
with the greatl problems confronting them
relating to human government Lot the
Intelligent and patriotic eitizens"1p of today
realize (he responsibiMtles resting upon
the people and selze hold of and overcoma
the difficultiesa we now have to contend
with, displaying i doing se the same zeal
and courage as did the early pronders. [et
vs ever keop in mind the sentiment con-
tained In the state's moito, “Equulity be.
fore the law,” and with a Xeen smens: of
tnirness and justice ta &ll prerform our
whole duty #o that when sawnother fifty
years shall have rolled away and the 10tk
nanniveraary of the formation of the terris
tory of Nebraska Is belng colebrated by
the millions who shall then live within its
borders, they may he ahle lo sy of us:
“They lived In thelr day and generation
amd performed well (heir part Ian ‘he upe
bullding of & grand commonwsalth whose
goyernment iz founded on the prindples of
human lberty, equallty and justice.”

Pointed Paragraphs

Borsn men mop drirking for the pleasuw
of beginning once more.

Friendship 12 one of the things that can-
not be prescrved in alcohol

A busy person wn't necessarily (ndus-
triovz. Guossips are always busy.

Nelghborly sympathy, as a ruis, turns
out to Le about nine-tenths curiosity.

Bome girls are too modest to ask for un-
dressed Kds at a glove countar,

There I nothing natural aloat sae
wamen but the foundation and frameworic

While (he pessimini sees onty the thorng
sn the rose the optimist sees only the ross
an the thomas,

BEvory eandidate dor o back township or-
fice imagines the conmlry Wit go to the
dogs If he lan't elccted.

When & mother hustles her children out
of the room when another woman callm

IUs & slgn there In gowwip o tho alr,—Thie
cago Newn

Qualified

The young man was spplying for & po-
sition an Srug clerk

“And you congikler yourself ecompetcnt
fo stand In a pharmacy 7 interragated the
proprietor.

“1 should say #0.” respor-dad the young
man. “1 ecan smile at babiem, hand out
ten almanacs o second, understand the
sadn waler wink. paste stamps on en-
velopes, hunt up oames in the directory
and Meten to overyoas'v trobles ™

*You'll do! Dust off {he teoth brushes ™.
Chlcago Neweg,




